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During the early middle ages, Europe developed complex and varied Christian
cultures, and from about 1100 secular rulers, competing factions and inspired
individuals continued to engender a diverse and ever-changing mix within
Christian society. This volume explores the wide range of institutions, practices
and experiences associated with the life of European Christians in the later
middle ages. The clergy of this period initiated new approaches to the role of
priests, bishops and popes, and developed an ambitious project to instruct the
laity. For lay people, the practices of parish religion were central, but many
sought additional ways to enrich their lives as Christians. Impulses towards
reform and renewal periodically swept across Europe, led by charismatic
preachers and supported by secular rulers. This book provides accessible
accounts of these complex historical processes and entices the reader towards
further enquiry.
Reap the health benefits of Ayurveda and optimize your seasonal routines with
powerful, personalized self-care rituals to achieve sustainable weight loss,
Page 1/26

Download Ebook The Wisdom Of The Beguines The Forgotten Story Of A
Medieval Women S Movement Hardcover
increased focus, and improved mental health. According to the ancient texts of
Ayurveda, “All diseases begin at the junctions of the seasons.” When we push
against the essence of each season—going to bed late in the winter, eating sweet,
heavy foods in the spring, or neglecting our skincare in the summer—we fall out of
sync with nature and optimal health. Drawing on more than a decade of
experience, Chopra-certified teacher Susan Weis-Bohlen guides you through
simple yet profoundly effective shifts to take a more holistic approach to your
health, in line with traditional wisdom but adapted to modern lifestyles. In this
book you will find: -An Introduction to Ayurvedic practices, including meditation,
breath work, chakras, mantras, yoga, and aromatherapy and essential oils -A
dosha quiz to assess your mind-body constitution -A practical guide to the
seasons explaining their relationship to each dosha -Personalized Guidance to
build a daily routine for each season -Food as medicine recipes like Golden Milk
for Sleep and Good Digestion and Spring Detox Soup An essential guide to yearround health, Seasonal Self-Care Rituals will lead you through healing rituals and
natural remedies to support your ideal body weight, increased focus and mental
clarity, a healthier gut and microbiome, improved stamina, better sleep, and
emotional wellness.
The beguines began to form in various parts of Europe over eight hundred years
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ago, around the year 1200. Beguines were laywomen, not nuns, and thus did not
take solemn vows and did not live in monasteries. The beguines were a
phenomenal movement that swept across Europe yet they were never a religious
order or a formalized movement. But there were common elements that rendered
these women distinctive and familiar, including their common way of life, their
unusual business acumen, and their commitment to the poor and marginalized.
These women were essentially self-defined, in opposition to the many attempts to
control and define them. They lived by themselves or together in so-called
beguinages, which could be single houses for as few as a handful of beguines or,
as in Brugge and Amsterdam, walled-in rows of houses (enclosing a central court
with a chapel) where over a thousand beguines might live—a village of women
within a medieval town or city. And each region of Europe has its own beguine
stories to tell. Among the beguines were celebrated spiritual writers and mystics,
including Mechthild of Magdeburg, Beatrijs of Nazareth, Hadewijch of Brabant,
and Marguerite Porete, who was condemned as a heretic and burned at the
stake in Paris in 1310. She was not the only beguine suspected of heresy, and
often politics were the driving force behind such charges. Certain clerics
defended beguines against charges of heresy, while other women had to go
undercover by joining a Benedictine or Cistercian monastery. Amazingly, many
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beguine communities survived for a long time despite oppression, wars, the
plague, and other human and natural disasters. Beguines lived through—and
helped propel—times of great transition and reform. Beguines courageously spoke
to power and corruption, never despairing of God’s compassion for humanity.
They used their business acumen to establish and support ministries that
extended education, health care, and other social services to the vulnerable. And
they preached and taught of a loving God who desired a relationship with each
individual person while calling to reform those who used God’s name for
personal gain. What strength of spirit protected the lives of these women and
their beguinages? What can we learn from them? What might they teach us? The
beguines have much to say to our world today. This book invites us to listen to
their voices, to discover them anew.
"There is a rich tradition of wonderful women and other contemplatives who are
great resources for thinking differently about Christianity. They emphasized
divine love, human compassion, and the radical possibilities of contemplative
practices. They were not afraid to criticize the church and indeed thought of their
challenge as crucial to their faith. We do not have to lose faith with the beautiful
wisdom of this story of intimate and compassionate love, dwelling among us and
within us, if we do not want to." from the acknowledgments and note to readers
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To those seeking a more open, progressive approach to Christian faith, the
Christian past can sometimes seem like a desert, an empty space devoid of
encouragement or example. Yet in the latter years of the Middle Ages a quiet
flowering of a more accessible, positive approach to Christian belief took place
among a group of female mystics, those who emphasized an immediate,
nonhierarchical experience of the divine. In this enlightening volume, Wendy
Farley eloquently brings the work of three female mysticsMarguerite Porete,
Mechthild of Magdeburg, and Julian of Norwichinto creative conversation with
contemporary Christian life and thought. From alternatives to the standard,
violent understandings of the atonement, to new forms of contemplation and
prayer, these figures offer us relevant insights through a theology centered on
God's love and compassion. Farley demonstrates how these women can help to
refresh and expand our awareness of the depth of divine love that encompasses
all creation and dwells in the cavern of every human heart.
A “marvelous history”* of medieval Europe, from the bubonic plague and the
Papal Schism to the Hundred Years’ War, by the Pulitzer Prize–winning author
of The Guns of August *Lawrence Wright, author of The End of October, in The
Wall Street Journal The fourteenth century reflects two contradictory images: on
the one hand, a glittering age of crusades, cathedrals, and chivalry; on the other,
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a world plunged into chaos and spiritual agony. In this revelatory work, Barbara
W. Tuchman examines not only the great rhythms of history but the grain and
texture of domestic life: what childhood was like; what marriage meant; how
money, taxes, and war dominated the lives of serf, noble, and clergy alike.
Granting her subjects their loyalties, treacheries, and guilty passions, Tuchman
re-creates the lives of proud cardinals, university scholars, grocers and clerks,
saints and mystics, lawyers and mercenaries, and, dominating all, the knight—in
all his valor and “furious follies,” a “terrible worm in an iron cocoon.” Praise for A
Distant Mirror “Beautifully written, careful and thorough in its scholarship . . .
What Ms. Tuchman does superbly is to tell how it was. . . . No one has ever done
this better.”—The New York Review of Books “A beautiful, extraordinary book . . .
Tuchman at the top of her powers . . . She has done nothing finer.”—The Wall
Street Journal “Wise, witty, and wonderful . . . a great book, in a great historical
tradition.”—Commentary NOTE: This edition does not include color images.
"Passionate Spirituality explores the roots and meanings of passion in Western
culture, and then examines how passion is expressed in the works of two
medieval women mystics - Hildegard of Bingen and Hadewijch of Brabant - and
in the lives of contemporary Christians seeking to deepen their own spiritual
journeys. Too often, the term "passion' is associated only with steamy films,
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sexual, sin, and emotional excess - cutting off the breadth of its meaning and
expression for positive good. But the great mystics succeed precisely because
they hold together both the affective and the intellectual aspects of the spiritual
life in creative and convincing ways. Their accounts of their mystical experience
are important resources for information and understanding about how to talk
about God more formally, and for what it means to be passionately in love with
God and the world."--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell
North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved
Hadewijch, c. 1210-160, commands increasing attention internationally. As an
author, she is extremely creative and artistic. As a beguine, she belongs to a
revolutionary women's movement formed by "religious women" who, conscious of
their gender, did not wish to enter into either marriage or a convent. Spiritually
and materially independent, these first beguines come into conflict with social
order, and endure the reaction of clerics, religious and secular authorities, and
those in orders. As a mystic, Hadewijch illuminates both the glorious aspects of
the love-relationship with God and its painful aspect: with the enjoyment of love
(minne) goes an increasingly intense desire; in unity, the alterity of the Beloved
becomes all the stronger. Consequently, union with God is not a spiritual
elevation by which a person is released from his or her being human: the
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authentic mystical being-one consists rather of the interplay between "resting" in
God and "working" in this world, between "being God with God" and "being man
with the Man (Christ)". "You must live as a human being!" - this is the kernel of
Hadewijch's life and teaching.
On 31 May 1310, at the Place de Grève in Paris, the Dominican inquisitor William
of Paris read out a sentence that declared Marguerite “called Porete,” a beguine
from Hainault, to be a relapsed heretic, released her to secular authority for
punishment, and ordered that all copies of a book she had written be confiscated.
William next consigned Guiard of Cressonessart, an apocalyptic activist in the
tradition of Joachim of Fiore and a would-be defender of Marguerite, to perpetual
imprisonment. Over several months, William of Paris conducted inquisitorial
processes against them, complete with multiple consultations of experts in
theology and canon law. Though Guiard recanted at the last moment and thus
saved his life, Marguerite went to her execution the day after her sentencing. The
Beguine, the Angel, and the Inquisitor is an analysis of the inquisitorial trials, their
political as well as ecclesiastical context, and their historical significance.
Marguerite Porete was the first female Christian mystic burned at the stake after
authoring a book, and the survival of her work makes her case absolutely unique.
The Mirror of Simple Souls, rediscovered in the twentieth century and
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reconnected to Marguerite's name only a half-century ago, is now recognized as
one of the most daring, vibrant, and original examples of the vernacular theology
and beguine mysticism that emerged in late thirteenth-century Christian Europe.
Field provides a new and detailed reconstruction of hitherto neglected aspects of
Marguerite’s life, particularly of her trial, as well as the first extended
consideration of her inquisitor's maneuvers and motivations. Additionally, he
gives the first complete English translation of all of the trial documents and
relevant contemporary chronicles, as well as the first English translation of Arnau
of Vilanova’s intriguing “Letter to Those Wearing the Leather Belt,” directed to
Guiard's supporters and urging them to submit to ecclesiastical authority.
The great German mystic Meister Eckhart remains one of the most fascinating
figures in Western thought. Revived interest in Eckhart's mysticism has been
matched, and even surpassed, by the study of the women mystics of the late13th
century. This book argues that Eckhart's thought cannot be fully be understood
until it is viewed against the background of the breakthroughs made by the
women mystics who preceded him.
Sikh American women do the lion’s share of organizing and executing the
business of the Sikh community, and they straddle multiple lives and
worlds—cross-cultural, interreligious, intergenerational, occupational, and
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domestic—yet their experiences of faith, family, and community are virtually
invisible in the North American milieu and have yet to be understood,
documented, or shared. Until now. In Her Name is Kaur, Sikh American women
explore the concept of love from many angles, offering rich, critical insight into
the lives of Sikh women in America. Through a chorus of multi-generational
voices—in essays ranging in tone from dramatic to humorous—they share stories
of growing into and experiencing self-love, spiritual love, love within family,
romantic love, the love they nurture for humanity and the world through their
professional work, and more. Eye-opening and multifaceted, this collection of
stories encourages its readers to take the feeling of love and turn it into
action—practical action that will make the world a better place to be for everyone,
regardless of their faith or creed.
In Seeking Spiritual Intimacy Glenn Myers introduces us to the Beguines, a
network of faith communities in Medieval Europe, where women organized their
world around a simple life with Christ at the center. Learn from the insights of
wise women of faith who, from their modest homes and communities, revitalized
the faith of a continent.
Ink and Honey is the story of a sacred journey through the medieval French
countryside with the sisters of Belle Coeur, a community of radically independent
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healers, visionaries, mystics and artisans who live by their wits and their prayers.
Goscelin, the dedicated scribe, records her sisterhood's stories, visions and
prophecies in her community's journal while surrounded by holy madness,
suspicion and the imminent threat of death at the stake. The sisters guard a lifethreatening secret as they navigate spiritual terrain where faith and creative
passion forge the way to labyrinths and cathedrals, hidden rooms and honey
drenched hives. This book is alive with women's ancient wisdom and spiritual
practices to inform our lives today.
This guide to the feisty women of medieval times profiles 200 of these fair and
unfair damsels from around the world. There's English rose Hilda of Whitby,
Viking leader Aud the Deep-Minded and Wu Zhao of China, who chose to
concubine, connive, murder and machiavelli her way to a 50 year reign.
In cities and towns across northern Europe in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries,
a new type of religious woman took up authoritative positions in society, all the
while living as public recluses in cells attached to the sides of churches. In Lives
of the Anchoresses, Anneke Mulder-Bakker offers a new history of these women
who chose to forsake the world but did not avoid it. Unlike nuns, anchoresses
maintained their ties to society and belonged to no formal religious order. From
their solitary anchorholds in very public places, they acted as teachers and
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counselors and, in some cases, theological innovators for parishioners who
would speak to them from the street, through small openings in the walls of their
cells. Available at all hours, the anchoresses were ready to care for the
community's faithful whenever needed. Through careful biographical studies of
five emblematic anchoresses, Mulder-Bakker reveals the details of these
influential religious women. The life of the unnamed anchoress who was mother
to Guibert of Nogent shows the anchoress's role as a spiritual guide in an oral
culture. A study of Yvette of Huy shows the myriad possibilities open to one
woman who eventually chose the life of an anchoress. The accounts of Juliana of
Cornillon and Eve of St. Martin raise questions about the participation of religious
women in theological discussions and their contributions to church liturgy. And
the biographical study of Margaret the Lame of Magdeburg explores the
anchoress's role as day-to-day religious instructor to the ordinary faithful.
Today, a kind of Rdemocratized mysticismS of those without much religious
background flourishes. This mystical experience is not drawn so much of the
tradition as out of contemporary experiences. In that sense, each of us is a
mystic, and Soelle's work seeks to give theological depth, clarity and direction.
This work conveys Soelle's deep religious knowledge and wisdom with her
passion for social justice.
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Gandhi is widely revered as one of the great moral prophets of the twentieth
century. This book focuses on a less well-known area of his interest: his
engagement with Jesus and Christianity. As a faithful Hindu, he was unwilling to
accept Christian dogma, but in Jesus he recognized and revered one of history's
great prophets of nonviolence.
The Mystic Heart chronicled Brother Wayne Teasdale's journey into a
multifaceted spirituality blending his traditional Catholic training and the Eastern
way of sannyasa (Indian monkhood). A Monk in the World tells what the journey
has meant for him — living as a monk outside the monastery, integrating
teachings from the world's religions with his own Catholic training, combining his
vigorous spiritual practice with the necessities of making a living, and pursuing a
course of social justice in a major American city. In telling his story, Teasdale
shows how others can find their own internal monastery and bring spiritual
practice into their busy lives.
This volume investigates the diverse meanings assigned to and adopted by lay
religious women in northern Europe between the thirteenth and sixteenth
centuries. While many outstanding studies have unearthed the local or regional
significance of such women, little comparative or transregional scholarship exists
to date. Moreover, traditional emphasis on medieval ecclesiastical condemnation
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of beguines has obscured the extent to which their communities were intertwined
with supportive local social structures. Exploring the multiplicity of contemporary
perspectives in the Belgian, Dutch, French, and German contexts over time, the
volume traces not only the women's relationships to various authorities and
institutions, but also the specific terms used to represent and respond to
'beguines'. Illuminating the kaleidoscopic ways in which medieval people
categorized, described, and engaged with such women, the collected essays
also underscore the extent to which simple dualities of 'clerical' and 'lay', 'elite'
and 'popular', and 'orthodox' and 'heretical' are insufficient constructs with which
to map intersections of medieval gender, lay religiosity, and society. In doing so,
they propose new avenues and coordinates for exploring the sociospiritual
topography of medieval Europe.
Documents a meeting between St. Francis of Assisi and Islamic leader Sultan
Malik al-Kamil to illuminate the saint's lesser-known efforts as a peacemaker,
describing their discussions on behalf of ending the Crusades.
Hadewijch, a Flemish Beguine of the 13th century, is undoubtedly the most
important exponent of love mysticism and one of the loftiest figures in the
western mystical tradition.
The Open Access version of this book, available at
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www.taylorfrancis.com/books/9781472453983, has been made available under a
Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivative 4.0 license.
Experiences of hearing the voice of God (or angels, demons, or other spiritual
beings) have generally been understood either as religious experiences or else
as a feature of mental illness. Some critics of traditional religious faith have
dismissed the visions and voices attributed to biblical characters and saints as
evidence of mental disorder. However, it is now known that many ordinary
people, with no other evidence of mental disorder, also hear voices and that
these voices not infrequently include spiritual or religious content. Psychological
and interdisciplinary research has shed a revealing light on these experiences in
recent years, so that we now know much more about the phenomenon of
"hearing voices" than ever before. The present work considers biblical, historical,
and scientific accounts of spiritual and mystical experiences of voice hearing in
the Christian tradition in order to explore how some voices may be understood
theologically as revelatory. It is proposed that in the incarnation, Christian faith
finds both an understanding of what it is to be fully human (a theological
anthropology), and God’s perfect self-disclosure (revelation). Within such an
understanding, revelatory voices represent a key point of interpersonal encounter
between human beings and God.
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Take a magic carpet ride into the delightful world of Sufi storytelling with these
best-loved tales from Persian literature and lore, in which images of madness,
passionate love, and self-sacrifice convey the inner experiences of the soul that
has surrendered to the Divine Beloved. The tales are retold from the celebrated
works of Sufi poets and spiritual masters such as Rumi, Attar, Nizami, and Jami,
as well as anecdotes about these famous masters.
The beguines began to form in various parts of Europe over eight hundred years
ago. Beguines were laywomen, not nuns, and they did not live in monasteries.
They practiced a remarkable way of living independently, and they were never a
religious order or a formalized movement. But there were common elements that
these medieval women shared across Europe, including their visionary
spirituality, their unusual business acumen, and their courageous commitment to
the poor and sick. Beguines were essentially self-defined, in opposition to the
many attempts to control and define them. They lived by themselves or in
communities called beguinages, which could be single homes for just a few
women or, as in Brugge, Brussels, and Amsterdam, walled-in rows of houses
where hundreds of beguines lived together--a village of women within a medieval
town or city. Among the beguines were celebrated spiritual writers and mystics,
including Mechthild of Magdeburg, Beatrijs of Nazareth, Hadewijch, and
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Marguerite Porete--who was condemned as a heretic and burned at the stake in
Paris in 1310. She was not the only beguine suspected of heresy, and often
politics were the driving force behind such charges. The beguines, across the
centuries, have left us a great legacy. They invite us to listen to their voices, to
seek out their wisdom, to discover them anew.
Here is the first English translation based on the new critical edition of The
Flowing Light of the Godhead, the sole mystical visionary work of Mechthild, a
13th-century (c. 1260-c. 1282/94) German Beguine. This challenging work of
deep religious insight reflects Mechthild's inner life, and God's as well, employing
a great variety of traditional medieval literary forms and genres in prose and
verse.
In the thirteenth century, Paris was the largest city in Western Europe, the royal capital of
France, and the seat of one of Europe's most important universities. In this vibrant and
cosmopolitan city, the beguines, women who wished to devote their lives to Christian ideals
without taking formal vows, enjoyed a level of patronage and esteem that was uncommon
among like communities elsewhere. Some Parisian beguines owned shops and played a vital
role in the city's textile industry and economy. French royals and nobles financially supported
the beguinages, and university clerics looked to the beguines for inspiration in their
pedagogical endeavors. The Beguines of Medieval Paris examines these religious
communities and their direct participation in the city's commercial, intellectual, and religious
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life. Drawing on an array of sources, including sermons, religious literature, tax rolls, and royal
account books, Tanya Stabler Miller contextualizes the history of Parisian beguines within a
spectrum of lay religious activity and theological controversy. She examines the impact of
women on the construction of medieval clerical identity, the valuation of women's voices and
activities, and the surprising ways in which local networks and legal structures permitted
women to continue to identify as beguines long after a church council prohibited the beguine
status. Based on intensive archival research, The Beguines of Medieval Paris makes an
original contribution to the history of female religiosity and labor, university politics and
intellectual debates, royal piety, and the central place of Paris in the commerce and culture of
medieval Europe.
Devout laywomen raise a number of provocative questions about gender and religion in the
early modern world. How did some groups or individuals evade the Tridentine legislation that
required third order women to take solemn vows and observe active and passive enclosure?
How did their attempts to exercise a female apostolate (albeit with varying degrees of success
and assertiveness) destabilize hierarchies of class and gender? To the extent that their beliefs
and practices diverged from approved doctrine and rituals, what insights can they provide into
the tensions between official religion and lay religiosity? Addressing these and many other
questions, Devout Laywomen in the Early Modern World reflects new directions in gender
history, offering a more nuanced approach to the paradigm of woman as the prototypical
"disciplined" subject of church-state power.
The Desert Monastics, thousands of monks and nuns who lived in the Egyptian wastelands
between the third and fifth centuries, have come to be seen as the Olympians of the spiritual
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life. Renowned spiritual writer Joan Chittister explores the sayings of the Desert Mothers and
Fathers, finding wisdom from that ancient tradition that speaks to your life today. This popular
introduction to a powerful source of Christian wisdom can be a companion to your own spiritual
journey.
This text revives the works of five powerful mystics of the Middle Ages and provides a valuable
inspirational resource for all spiritual seekers.
This fascinating book introduces the mysterious and extraordinary world of Celtic Christianity.
Timothy Joyce, a Benedictine monk of Irish descent, evokes the distinctive spirituality that drew
on pre-Christian beliefs and culture. He shows how this style of Christianity changed, was
subordinated, and gave way to the larger Roman church, and yet how elements endured.
Finally, he explores what Celtic spirituality has to offer today to the church as well as spiritual
seekers. Celtic spirituality is holistic -- a joyful, mystically-inclined spirituality that affirms the
goodness of creation, urges respect for women's gifts, and finds expression in poetry, myth,
and song. Joyce recounts the heroic stories of such saints as Patrick, Bridget, Columcille, and
Columba. But he goes beyond other treatments to explore how this tradition was gradually
subsumed by a more rigid style of "Irish Catholicism, " and he reflects on the centuries of
suffering that have left an indelible mark on the Irish consciousness and spirit. Yet ultimately
Joyce shows how the recovery of this ancient tradition of Christianity might rejuvenate the
church and contribute to spiritual renewal today.
Life and times of the 14th century German spiritual leader Meister Eckhart, whose theory of a
personal path to the divine inspired thinkers from Jean Paul Sartre to Thomas Merton, and
most recently, Eckhart Tolle Meister Eckhart was a medieval Christian mystic whose wisdom
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powerfully appeals to seekers seven centuries after his death. In the modern era, Eckhart's
writings have struck a chord with thinkers as diverse as Heidegger, Merton, Sartre, John Paul
II, and the current Dalai Lama. He is the inspiration for the bestselling New Age author Eckhart
Tolle's pen name, and his fourteenth-century quotes have become an online sensation. Today
a variety of Christians, as well as many Zen Buddhists, Sufi Muslims, Jewish Cabbalists, and
various spiritual seekers, all claim Eckhart as their own. Meister Eckhart preached a personal,
internal path to God at a time when the Church could not have been more hierarchical and
ritualistic. Then and now, Eckhart’s revolutionary method of direct access to ultimate reality
offers a profoundly subjective approach that is at once intuitive and pragmatic, philosophical
yet non-rational, and, above all, universally accessible. This “dangerous mystic’s” teachings
challenge the very nature of religion, yet the man himself never directly challenged the Church.
Eckhart was one of the most learned theologians of his day, but he was also a man of the
world who had worked as an administrator for his religious order and taught for years at the
University of Paris. His personal path from conventional friar to professor to lay preacher
culminated in a spiritual philosophy that combined the teachings of an array of pagan and
Christian writers, as well as Muslim and Jewish philosophers. His revolutionary decision to take
his approach to the common people garnered him many enthusiastic followers as well as
powerful enemies. After Eckhart’s death and papal censure, many religious women and
clerical supporters, known as the Friends of God, kept his legacy alive through the centuries,
albeit underground until the master’s dramatic rediscovery by modern Protestants and
Catholics. Dangerous Mystic grounds Meister Eckhart in a world that is simultaneously familiar
and alien. In the midst of this medieval society, a few decades before the Black Death, Eckhart
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boldly preached to captivated crowds a timeless method, a “wayless way,” of directly
experiencing the divine.
Presents the wisdom of many early women Christian leaders, discussing the meanings of their
teachings and the spirituality of their lives, and also providing a time line, glossary, selected
bibliography, calendar of feasts, and ordination rite.
Throughout her career as a medieval historian, Eileen Power was engaged on a book on
women in the Middle Ages. She did not live to write the book but some of the material she
collected found its way into her popular lectures on medieval women. These lectures were
brought together and edited by M. M. Postan. They reveal the world in which women lived,
were educated, worked, and worshipped. Power gives a vivid account of the worlds of the lady,
the peasant, the townswoman, and the nun. The result is a historical yet intimate picture of a
period gone by yet with resonances for today. An intimate portrait of the writer and social
historian, by Maxine Berg, is also included.

Selected by Choice magazine as an Outstanding Academic Title for 2002 In the early
thirteenth century, semireligious communities of women began to form in the cities and
towns of the Low Countries. These beguines, as the women came to be known, led
lives of contemplation and prayer and earned their livings as laborers or teachers. In
Cities of Ladies, the first history of the beguines to appear in English in fifty years,
Walter Simons traces the transformation of informal clusters of single women to large
beguinages. These veritable single-sex cities offered lower- and middle-class women
an alternative to both marriage and convent life. While the region's expanding urban
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economies initially valued the communities for their cheap labor supply, severe
economic crises by the fourteenth century restricted women's opportunities for work.
Church authorities had also grown less tolerant of religious experimentation, hailing as
subversive some aspects of beguine mysticism. To Simons, however, such accusations
of heresy against the beguines were largely generated from a profound anxiety about
their intellectual ambitions and their claims to a chaste life outside the cloister. Under
ecclesiastical and economic pressure, beguine communities dwindled in size and
influence, surviving only by adopting a posture of restraint and submission to church
authorities.
Wild Mercy is essential reading for anyone ready to awaken the feminine mystic within
and birth her loving, creative, and untamed power into the world. “Mystical brilliance at
its best.” —Caroline Myss “No one can take us into the fiery and tender depths of the
sacred feminine with more skill, humor, clarity, and vibrant naked honesty than Mirabai
Starr.” —Andrew Harvey, author of The Hope and The Return of the Mother We live in a
world that has suffered the abuses of an unbalanced masculine rule for thousands of
years—but the feminine is rising. “Seeds of feminine wisdom that have been quietly
germinating underground are now breaking through the surface,” writes Mirabai Starr.
“Women everywhere are rising to the collective call to step up and repair our broken
Earth. And we are activating a paradigm shift such as the world has never seen.” With
Wild Mercy, Mirabai shares the subversive wisdom and fierce compassion of the
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feminine mystic across cultural boundaries and throughout history. From saints and
sages, to goddesses and archetypal energies, to contemporary teachers and
seekers—you’ll meet women who blazed a path that will illuminate your own. Each
chapter explores a different facet of feminine mysticism through a tapestry of teachings,
reflections, and stories, along with a practice for integrating the chapter’s themes into
your own life. As you journey through these pages, you’ll explore: Taking refuge in
contemplative practice with St. Teresa of Avila and the Shekinah Longing, embodiment,
and union as the heart of feminine spiritual practice with the Hindu poet Mirabai and
Mary Magdalene Your relationship with the Earth, motherhood in all its forms, and a
loving call to action alongside Gaia and Ix Chel Community and the web of life with
Indra, the Beguines, and female prophets throughout history Wild, playful, and
compassionate mercy with Tara and Kuan Yin Finding joy in creativity and the arts with
Saraswati and Chiyo-ni More inspiration from archetypal goddesses and amazing
women past and present—Julian of Norwich, the Sufi saint Rabia, Pachamama, Sophia,
Old Spider Woman, Hildegard of Bingen, Demeter, Kali, and more Wild Mercy provides
a much-needed alternative to the models of religion and spirituality that have dominated
history. Here, Mirabai invites you to welcome the wisdom of women back into the
collective field where it may transform the human family, heal the ravaged Earth, and
awaken the divine love in our hearts.
The Sacred Art of Marriage explores married life as an art studio with fifty-two tools to
Page 23/26

Download Ebook The Wisdom Of The Beguines The Forgotten Story Of A
Medieval Women S Movement Hardcover
creatively craft your spiritual life together. Drawing upon the fourth chapter of The Rule
of St. Benedict, this book offers married couples fifty-two weeks of spiritual practices
and ancient wisdom to deepen your marriage. Newlywed couples planning and
preparing for married life will encounter in this book a variety of creative plans and
patterns to put into practice, including daily, weekly, seasonal, and annual patterns of
healthy, married living. Journeying through a year of marriage, readers move
seasonally through this four-part book, from Summer, into Fall, through Winter, and
around to Spring. In The Sacred Art of Marriage, you'll discover ancient wisdom and
practical ways to deepen your spiritual life together across seasons as you grow
together in God's gift of marriage.
Essays discuss chronicles, clarify ideas of creation temporally understood, the meaning
of “simultaneous times,” or simultaneity, and the concept of “no-time.” Essays also
examine time in social and political contexts, as measured by clocks, as notated in
music, as embodied in memorializing stone, and as the subject and medium of
consciousness.
Adapted from a series of lectures on the historical basis and current resurgence of the
sacred feminine, given by Andrew Harvey at the California Institute of Integral Studies
in Spring 1994, The Return of the Mother is a profound journey into the heart of the
Divine Mother. In this comprehensive and groundbreaking work, mystical scholar
Andrew Harvey unearths traces of the sacred feminine in major world
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religions—Hinduism, Islam (Sufism), Buddhism, Taoism, and Christianity—and in
aboriginal and indigenous wisdom traditions. Harvey presents a scathing critique of the
patriarchal distortions in religious history and doctrine that have obscured full
knowledge of the Divine Mother, and shows how to reintegrate this vital aspect into the
spiritual consciousness of humankind. The Return of the Mother offers a radical new
perspective, balancing the historical overemphasis on transcendence by honoring the
immanence of the divine in passionate engagement in the world. Only by cultivating a
direct, respectful relationship with the transformative power of the sacred feminine can
we alter our disastrous attitude of dissociation from nature, the body, sexuality, and the
details of human life, and generate the energy and compassion needed to reverse the
course of destruction we have set the planet—and all of life—hurtling toward. In lively
question-and-answer sections, Harvey further illuminates these vital issues and takes a
strong stand against our dependence on “gurus” and “masters,” proposing instead an
egalitarian model of spiritual community based on intimate groups of mutually
supportive guides and friends. The Return of the Mother is an eloquent and passionate
call for all of us to rediscover and reclaim an authentic and empowering relationship to
the divine, and recreate a sacred life-in-the-world.
Pilgrimage in the Western world is enjoying a growing popularity, perhaps more so now
than at any time since the Middle Ages. The Pilgrim Journey tells the fascinating story
of how pilgrimage was born and grew in antiquity, how it blossomed in the Middle Ages
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and faltered in subsequent centuries, only to re-emerge stronger than before in modern
times. James Harpur describes the pilgrim routes and sacred destinations past and
present, the men and women making the journey, the many challenges of travel, and
the spiritual motivations and rewards. He also explores the traditional stages of
pilgrimage, from preparation, departure, and the time on the road, to the arrival at the
shrine and the return home. At the heart of pilgrimage is a spiritual longing that has
existed from time immemorial. The Pilgrim Journey is both the colourful chronicle of
numerous pilgrims of centuries past searching for heaven on earth, and an illuminating
guide for today's spiritual traveller.
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