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Prior to the Nixon administration, environmental policy in the United States was rudimentary at best. Since then, it has evolved into
one of the primary concerns of governmental policy from the federal to the local level. As scientific expertise on the environment
rapidly developed, Americans became more aware of the growing environmental crisis that surrounded them. Practical solutions
for mitigating various aspects of the crisis - air pollution, water pollution, chemical waste dumping, strip mining, and later global
warming - became politically popular, and the government responded by gradually erecting a vast regulatory apparatus to address
the issue. Today, politicians regard environmental policy as one of the most pressing issues they face. The Obama administration
has identified the renewable energy sector as a key driver of economic growth, and Congress is in the process of passing a bill to
reduce global warming that will be one of the most important environmental policy acts in decades. The Oxford Handbook of U.S.
Environmental Policy will be a state-of-the-art work on all aspects of environmental policy in America. Over the past half century,
America has been the world's leading emitter of global warming gases. However, environmental policy is not simply a national
issue. It is a global issue, and the explosive growth of Asian countries like China and India mean that policy will have to be
coordinated at the international level. The book will therefore focus not only on the U.S., but on the increasing importance of global
policies and issues on American regulatory efforts. This is a topic that will only grow in importance in the coming years, and this
will serve as an authoritative guide to any scholar interested in the issue.
The US, Switzerland and Canada are wealthy democracies that should be conducive to effective decentralized or cooperative
environmental policy-making. However, a closer examination of their environmental policy over many decades finds no evidence
that these approaches have worked. So does it matter which level of government makes policy? Can cooperation between subnational governments protect the environment? Building on comparative case studies on air and water pollution and making use of
extensive historical material, Inger Weibust questions how governance structure affects environmental policy performance in the
US, Switzerland, Canada and the European Union. The research breaks new ground by studying formal and informal
environmental cooperation. It analyzes whether federal systems with more centralized policy-making produce stricter
environmental policies and debates whether devolution and the establishment of subsidiaries will lead to less environmental
protection. An essential insight into the complexities of policy-making and governance structures, this book is an important
contribution to the growing debates surrounding comparative federalism and multi-level governance.
A famed political scientist's classic argument for a more cooperative world We assume that, in a world ruled by natural selection,
selfishness pays. So why cooperate? In The Evolution of Cooperation, political scientist Robert Axelrod seeks to answer this
question. In 1980, he organized the famed Computer Prisoners Dilemma Tournament, which sought to find the optimal strategy for
survival in a particular game. Over and over, the simplest strategy, a cooperative program called Tit for Tat, shut out the
competition. In other words, cooperation, not unfettered competition, turns out to be our best chance for survival. A vital book for
leaders and decision makers, The Evolution of Cooperation reveals how cooperative principles help us think better about
everything from military strategy, to political elections, to family dynamics.
This title was first published in 2000: The book analyses the development of arctic environmental cooperation since the late 1980s
until the establishment of the Arctic Council in 1996. The study is based on the discourse analysis of statement, documents and
interviews by the different actors in the cooperation. In this book, the problem of the environment is seen as a problem of order: it
is a problem of ordering relations among related actors, of ordering priorities of action and of ordering relations between different
institutional arrangements locally, regionally and internally. Three discourses were found in the cooperation: discourses of
sovereignty, knowledge and development. In the discourse of sovereignty, the development of relations between state and
indigenous peoples in terms of international environmental cooperation is central. In the discourse of knowledge, the different
forms of knowledge and the role of different producers of knowledge in cooperation has been discussed. The discourse of
development focuses on the idea of sustainable development and its applications in defining the future of the Circumpolar North
and the activities of the Arctic Council. The arctic cooperation can be understood as a regional effort to make an order of
sustainability into practice.
Environmental problems like global climate change and stratospheric ozone depletion can only be remedied if states cooperate
with one another. But sovereign states usually care only about their own interests. So states must somehow restructure the
incentives to make cooperation pay. This is what treaties are meant to do. A few treaties, such as the Montreal Protocol on
Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer, succeed. Most, however, fail to alter the state behaviour appreciably. This book
develops a theory that explains both the successes and the failures. In particular, the book explains when treaties are needed, why
some work better than others, and how treaty design can be improved. The best treaties strategically manipulate the incentives
states have to exploit the environment, and the theory developed in this book shows how treaties can do this. The theory
integrates a number of disciplines, including economics, political science, international law, negotiation analysis, and game theory.
It also offers a coherent and consistent approach. The essential assumption is that treaties be self-enforcing-that is, individually
rational, collectively rational, and fair. The book applies the theory to a number of environmental problems. It provides information
on more than three hundred treaties, and analyses a number of case studies in detail. These include depletion of the ozone layer,
whaling, pollution of the Rhine, acid rain, over-fishing, pollution of the oceans, and global climate change. The essential lesson of
the book is that treaties should not just tell countries what to do. Treaties must make it in the interests of countries to behave
differently. That is, they must restructure the underlying game. Most importantly, they must create incentives for states to
participate in a treaty and for parties to comply.
Contemporary international aid consists of a wide range of various support programs, where the end-result in many cases not only
reflects the needs of the recipient country, but also the interests of the donor country. In Science and Politics of Foreign Aid Swedish Environmental Support to the Baltic States it is shown that this particular support has been directed primarily towards
areas of joint concern, such as air pollution and effluents to the Baltic Sea. Environmental problems with primarily local effects
have, to a large extent, been neglected in the Swedish support program. The requirement on the Baltic recipient countries to
finance a specific fraction of each joint program with local resources has furthermore drained the local national environmental
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budgets from resources, making it very difficult for these countries to mitigate various local environmental hazards by themselves.
In contrast to many previous foreign aid studies where various donor country biases often are suggested but not empirically
validated, this book gives an in-depth view of how a particular support program is influenced by specific and self-interested
considerations.
This book makes two central claims: first, that mineral-rich states are cursed not by their wealth but, rather, by the ownership
structure they chose to manage their mineral wealth and second, that weak institutions are not inevitable in mineral-rich states.
Each represents a significant departure from the conventional resource curse literature, which has treated ownership structure as
a constant across time and space and has presumed that mineral-rich countries are incapable of either building or sustaining
strong institutions - particularly fiscal regimes. The experience of the five petroleum-rich Soviet successor states (Azerbaijan,
Kazakhstan, the Russian Federation, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan) provides a clear challenge to both of these assumptions.
Their respective developmental trajectories since independence demonstrate not only that ownership structure can vary even
across countries that share the same institutional legacy but also that this variation helps to explain the divergence in their
subsequent fiscal regimes.
This book presents a comprehensive analysis of the status and progress of China-ASEAN green development and examines the
common development issues in China and ASEAN Member States (AMSs). It also explores development trends within the
framework of global and regional environmental governance and discusses the approaches towards green development in China
and AMSs, offering its own definition of green development and using a “pressure-state-response” (PSR) model to build a
framework for assessing green development. The book includes typical policy measures and numerous practices for green
development in China and AMSs in the form of tables, figures and boxes. Based on detailed analysis, it argues that the global
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development brings significant opportunities to China and AMSs, that the ongoing pragmatic
cooperation should be further advanced, and that a connection between the Belt and Road Initiative and green ASEAN
Community should be established to achieve regional sustainable development. As such it furthers readers’ understanding of
environment and development and practical policy advice for promoting China-ASEAN cooperation on environment and green
development. Intended for decision makers from the government, business sector, and civil societies who are working to boost
green development and China-ASEAN cooperation, it is also a valuable resource for government officials, researchers and nonexperts interested in creating a balanced relationship between the environment and development.

Many environmental problems cross national boundaries and can be addressed only through international cooperation. In
this book Robert Darst examines transnational efforts to promote environmental protection in the USSR and in five of its
successor states—Russia, Ukraine, and the Baltic republics of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania—from the late 1960s to the
present. The core of the book is a comparative study of three key issues: nuclear power safety, transboundary air
pollution, and Baltic Sea pollution. Although expectations were high that the end of the Cold War and the breakup of the
Soviet Union would lead to increased East-West environmental cooperation, the opposite has been true. Russia and the
other successor states have generally agreed to address such problems only when paid to do so. Darst finds that postCold War environmental cooperation has been most successful when there is an overlap between the environmental and
economic interests of the successor states and those of their Western neighbors, and when the foundation for
cooperation was laid during the Cold War period. The book is based on extensive original field research, including
interviews with diplomats, government officials, scientists, and environmental activists in the successor states and
Western Europe. Its findings underscore the importance of the domestic and international political context in which
international environmental policy making occurs. It also deepens our understanding of the opportunities and dangers of
positive inducements as a tool of international environmental policy.
State Making and Environmental CooperationLinking Domestic and International Politics in Central AsiaMIT Press
As environmental security gains increasing attention, there is a pressing need for rigorous examinations of environmental
causes of conflict and the potential for conflict resolution. Environmental Conflict explores the relationship between
environmental degradation or scarcity and either intrastate or interstate violent conflict. Informed by theoretical
perspectives, a major strength is the focus on demanding empirical tests of hypothesized relationships between
environmental factors and violence. Identifying the causes of conflict can assist in developing meliorative measures. The
contributors are eminent scholars who address a pressing issue in innovative ways.
War, famine, poverty, organized crime, environmental catastrophes, refugees, epidemics and pandemics, modern
slavery – all these affect people in the non-Western world to an increasingly disproportionate extent. It is also where
wealthy governments wield economic leverage and military force to renegotiate existing norms of international relations.
Under these circumstances, it is difficult to overestimate the importance and urgency of comprehending the mechanisms
and motivations driving these phenomena. This book is the outcome of a decade-long effort to advance both theoretical
and empirical understanding of what motivates non-Western governments’ decisions to cooperate/not cooperate
regionally. It starts by acknowledging the Western-centrism of prevailing international relations theories, abandoning
deeply entrenched assumptions regarding the nature and roles of states, and redefining state weakness. The inquiry
continues by elaborating this new concept and applying it to Southeast Asian polities while positing that it creates
governments vulnerable to internal and external threats, in line with Joel S. Migdal’s well-known findings on the topic. A
set of regional cooperation strategies is then inferred, based on the survival needs of insecure governing elites and its
empirical validity is tested against the experience of regional organizations in Africa, Asia, and the Americas. The second
part of the book provides an in-depth examination of how Southeast Asian governments’ shared security needs and
interests shaped the emergence of the identified regional cooperation pattern and its evolution over 50 years of
cooperation within the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). Overall, this book is a call to international
relations scholars to do our part in understanding non-Western experiences and making a substantive contribution to
addressing humanity’s most intractable security threats.
"It's often claimed that future wars will be fought over water. But while international water conflict is rare, it's common
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between sub-national jurisdictions like states and provinces. Drawing on cases in the United States, China, India, and
France, this book explains why these sub-national water conflicts occur - and how they can be prevented"-This volume examines the roles of different actors in the formulation of international and national environmental policy. It
starts from the premise that while cooperation among nation states has proven to be necessary to address many
transboundary environmental issues, virtually all policies must be implemented at the national or local level. The growing
interaction between national and international actors and levels of governance is an increasingly important aspect of
international environmental policy. The authors examine the roles of state and non-state actors in safeguarding the
environment and advancing sustainable development into the twenty-first century. Each of the five sections focuses on a
different actor: states, civil society, market forces, regional arrangements and international organizations. By examining
the functions and capabilities of each of these actors, the authors analyse their effectiveness and their relationship with
other actors both within and outside of the UN system, providing a useful framework for understanding the multi-actor,
multi-issue nature of international environmental policy.
Informed by international law, international relations and environment management scholarship, this interdisciplinary
analysis of environmental regimes in Asian subregions proposes a new regime for the Himalayas and Tibetan Plateau
based on China’s cooperation with its south Asian neighbors.
Analyses of the international climate change regime consider the challenges of maintaining current structures and the
possibilities for creating new forms of international cooperation. The current international climate change regime has a
long history, and it is likely that its evolution will continue, despite such recent setbacks as the decision by President
Donald Trump to withdraw the United States from the Paris Agreement of 2015. Indeed, the U.S. withdrawal may spur
efforts by other members of the international community to strengthen the Paris accord on their own. This volume offers
an original contribution to the study of the international political context of climate change over the last three decades,
with fresh analyses of the current international climate change regime that consider both the challenges of maintaining
current structures and the possibilities for creating new forms of international cooperation. The contributors are leading
experts with both academic and policy experience; some are advisors to governments and the Climate Secretariat itself.
Their contributions combine substantive evidence with methodological rigor. They discuss such topics as the evolution of
the architecture of the climate change regime; different theoretical perspectives; game-theoretical and computer
simulation approaches to modeling outcomes and assessing agreements; coordination with other legal regimes; nonstate actors; developing and emerging countries; implementation, compliance, and effectiveness of agreements; and the
challenges of climate change mitigation after the Paris Agreement. Contributors Michaël Aklin, Guri Bang, Daniel
Bodansky, Thierry Bréchet, Lars Brückner, Frank Grundig, Jon Hovi, Yasuko Kameyama, Urs Luterbacher, Axel
Michaelowa, Katharina Michaelowa, Carla Norrlof, Matthew Paterson, Lavanya Rajamani, Tora Skodvin, Detlef F. Sprinz,
Arild Underdal, Jorge E. Viñuales, Hugh Ward
This book offers a concise description of the environment and water resources in Turkmenistan. The focus is on the water bodies of
Turkmenistan – the Caspian Sea, Kara-Bogaz-Gol Bay, Sarykamysh Lake, Amu Darya River, and the Karakum Canal. Respected experts
from six different countries cover the landscape-geographical features, the Karakum Desert, biodiversity (especially of birds and fishes) and
ecosystems, as well as regional climate change. Special attention is paid to the Altyn Asyr Lake water reclamation project, to the
morphometric characteristics of the Karashor Depression, and to the four-year-long satellite monitoring of the construction area in the vicinity
of the Karashor Depression. The information presented is based on observational data and scientific literature, mainly published in Russian.
This is the first English book on the Altyn Asyr Project. It addresses specialists working in various fields of environmental problems and
ecology, water resources and management, land reclamation and agriculture, regional climate change, and international cooperation in the
water sector in Turkmenistan and Central Asia.
Combining the theoretical tools of comparative politics with the substantive concerns of environmental policy, experts explore responses to
environmental problems across nations and political systems.
Global environmental change often seems to be the most carefully examined issue of our time. Yet understanding the human side--human
causes of and responses to environmental change--has not yet received sustained attention. Global Environmental Change offers a strategy
for combining the efforts of natural and social scientists to better understand how our actions influence global change and how global change
influences us. The volume is accessible to the nonscientist and provides a wide range of examples and case studies. It explores how the
attitudes and actions of individuals, governments, and organizations intertwine to leave their mark on the health of the planet. The book
focuses on establishing a framework for this new field of study, identifying problems that must be overcome if we are to deepen our
understanding of the human dimensions of global change, presenting conclusions and recommendations.
Despite the growing recognition of the importance of environmental issues for nation-state security, current research on international
environmental security is insufficient. Although scholars in the field of International Relations believe that there is an appropriate role for
international relations theory in analyzing global environmental concerns, the existing literature is predominantly descriptive or prescriptive
rather than analytical. This study attempts to remedy this problem by conducting an empirical analysis of nation-state behavior in the
international environmental realm.
This book aims to take stock of the state of environmental degradation in Europe from theoretical and empirical point of views. It focuses on
international organizations and institutions in Europe that deal with ecological problems and integrates case studies on regional
environmental cooperation.
Economic development, population growth and poor resource management have combined to alter the planet’s natural environment in
dramatic and alarming ways. For over twenty years, considerable research and debate have focused on clarifying or disputing linkages
between various forms of environmental change and various understandings of security. At one extreme lie sceptics who contend that the
linkages are weak or even non-existent; they are simply attempts to harness the resources of the security arena to an environmental agenda.
At the other extreme lie those who believe that these linkages may be the most important drivers of security in the 21st century; indeed, the
very future of humankind may be at stake. This book brings together contributions from a range of disciplines to present a critical and
comprehensive overview of the research and debate linking environmental factors to security. It provides a framework for representing and
understanding key areas of intellectual convergence and disagreement, clarifying achievements of the research as well as identifying its
weaknesses and gaps. Part I explores the various ways environmental change and security have been linked, and provides principal critiques
of this linkage. Part II explores the linkage through analysis of key issue areas such as climate change, energy, water, food, population, and
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development. Finally, the book concludes with a discussion of the value of this subfield of security studies, and with some ideas about the
questions it might profitably address in the future. This volume is the first to provide a comprehensive overview of the field. With contributions
from around the world, it combines established and emerging scholars to offer a platform for the next wave of research and policy activity. It is
invaluable for both students and practitioners interested in international relations, environment studies and human geography.
The book s greatest strength is the range and theoretical ambition of its contributions to regime theory, governance, and international
cooperation. . . Recommended. Graduate students, researchers, and faculty. D.L. Feldman, Choice The first Handbook of original articles by
leading scholars of global environmental politics, this landmark volume maps the latest theoretical and empirical research in this young and
growing field. Captured here are the dynamic and energetic debates over concerns for the health of the planet and how they might best be
addressed. The introductory chapters explore the intellectual trends and evolving parameters in the field of global environmental politics.
They make a case for an expansive definition of the field, one that embraces an interdisciplinary literature on the connections between global
politics and environmental change. The remaining chapters are divided into three broad themes states, governance and security; capitalism,
trade and corporations; and knowledge, civil societies and ethics with each section providing a cohesive discussion of current issues. Indepth explorations are given to topics such as: global commons, renewable energy, the effectiveness of environmental cooperation,
regulations and corporate standards, trade liberalization and global environmental governance, and science and environmental citizenship. A
comprehensive survey of the latest research, the Handbook is a necessary reference for scholars, students and policymakers in the field of
global environmental politics.
The first large-scale, systematic investigation of how interaction among international institutions affects global environmental governance,
with a conceptual framework and ten case studies.
Why do autocrats build spectacular new capital cities? In The Geopolitics of Spectacle, Natalie Koch considers how autocratic rulers use
"spectacular" projects to shape state-society relations, but rather than focus on the standard approach—on the project itself—she considers the
unspectacular "others." The contrasting views of those from the poorest regions toward these new national capitals help her develop a
geographic approach to spectacle. Koch uses Astana in Kazakhstan to exemplify her argument, comparing that spectacular city with others
from resource-rich, nondemocratic nations in central Asia, the Arabian Peninsula, and Southeast Asia. The Geopolitics of Spectacle draws
new political-geographic lessons and shows that these spectacles can be understood only from multiple viewpoints, sites, and temporalities.
Koch explicitly theorizes spectacle geographically and in so doing extends the analysis of governmentality into new empirical and theoretical
terrain. With cases ranging from Azerbaijan to Qatar and Myanmar, and an intriguing account of reactions to the new capital of Astana from
the poverty-stricken Aral Sea region of Kazakhstan, Koch’s book provides food for thought for readers in human geography, anthropology,
sociology, urban studies, political science, international affairs, and post-Soviet and central Asian studies.
This book makes two central claims: first, that mineral-rich states are cursed not by their wealth but, rather, by the ownership structure they
choose to manage their mineral wealth and second, that weak institutions are not inevitable in mineral-rich states. Each represents a
significant departure from the conventional resource curse literature, which has treated ownership structure as a constant across time and
space and has presumed that mineral-rich countries are incapable of either building or sustaining strong institutions - particularly fiscal
regimes. The experience of the five petroleum-rich Soviet successor states (Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, the Russian Federation, Turkmenistan,
and Uzbekistan) provides a clear challenge to both of these assumptions. Their respective developmental trajectories since independence
demonstrate not only that ownership structure can vary even across countries that share the same institutional legacy but also that this
variation helps to explain the divergence in their subsequent fiscal regimes.
Experts discuss the risks global environmental change poses for the human security,including disaster and disease, violence, and increasing
inequity.
A study of the relationship between environmental cooperation and state building in post-Soviet Central Asia.
In Creating Cooperation, Pepper D. Culpepper explains the successes and failures of human capital reforms adopted by the French and
German governments in the 1990s. Employers and employees both stand to gain from corporate investment in worker skills, but uncertainty
and mutual distrust among companies doom many policy initiatives to failure. Higher skills benefit society as a whole, so national
governments want to foster them. However, business firms often will not invest in training that makes their workers more attractive to other
employers, even though they would prefer having better-skilled workers. Culpepper sees in European training programs a challenge typical of
contemporary problems of public policy: success increasingly depends on the ability of governments to convince private actors to cooperate
with each other. In the United States as in Europe, he argues, policy-makers can achieve this goal only by incorporating the insights of private
information into public policy. Culpepper demonstrates that the lessons of decentralized cooperation extend to industrial and environmental
policies. In the final chapter, he examines regional innovation programs in the United Kingdom and the clean-up of the Chesapeake Bay in
the United States—a domestic problem that required the coordination of disparate agencies and stakeholders.
The Routledge Handbook on Environmental Security provides a comprehensive, accessible, and sophisticated overview of the field of
environmental security. The volume outlines the defining theories, major policy and programming interventions, and applied research
surrounding the relationship between the natural environment and human and national security. Through the use of large-scale research and
ground-level case analyses from across the globe, it details how environmental factors affect human security and contribute to the onset and
continuation of violent conflict. It also examines the effects of violent conflict on the social and natural environment and the importance of
environmental factors in conflict resolution and peacebuilding. Organized around the conflict cycle, the handbook is split into four thematic
sections: • Section I: Environmental factors contributing to conflict; • Section II: The environment during conflict; • Section III: The role of the
environment in post-conflict peacebuilding; and • Section IV: Cross-cutting themes and critical perspectives. This handbook will be essential
reading for students of environmental studies, human security, global governance, development studies, and international relations in
general.
An argument that resource scarcity and environmental degradation can provide an impetus for cooperation among countries. Common
wisdom holds that the earth's dwindling natural resources and increasing environmental degradation will inevitably lead to inter-state conflict,
and possibly even set off “resource wars.” Many scholars and policymakers have considered the environmental roots of violent conflict and
instability, but little attention has been paid to the idea that scarcity and degradation may actually play a role in fostering inter-state
cooperation. Beyond Resource Wars fills this gap, offering a different perspective on the links between environmental problems and interstate conflict. Although the contributors do not deny that resource scarcity and environmental degradation may become sources of
contention, they argue that these conditions also provide the impetus for cooperation, coordination, and negotiation between states. The book
examines aspects of environmental conflict and cooperation in detail, across a number of natural resources and issues including oil, water,
climate change, ocean pollution, and biodiversity conservation. The contributors argue that increasing scarcity and degradation generally
induce cooperation across states, but when conditions worsen (and a problem becomes too costly or a resource becomes too scarce),
cooperation becomes more difficult. Similarly, low levels of scarcity may discourage cooperation because problems seem less urgent. With
contributions from scholars in international relations, economics, and political science, Beyond Resource Wars offers a comprehensive and
robust investigation of the links among scarcity, environmental degradation, cooperation, and conflict.
Combining the theoretical tools of comparative politics with the substantive concerns of environmental policy, experts explore responses to
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environmental problems across nations and political systems How do different societies respond politically to environmental problems around
the globe? Answering this question requires systematic, cross-national comparisons of political institutions, regulatory styles, and statesociety relations. The field of comparative environmental politics approaches this task by bringing the theoretical tools of comparative politics
to bear on the substantive concerns of environmental policy. This book outlines a comparative environmental politics framework and applies it
to concrete, real-world problems of politics and environmental management. After a comprehensive review of the literature exploring
domestic environmental politics around the world, the book provides a sample of major currents within the field, showing how environmental
politics intersects with such topics as the greening of the state, the rise of social movements and green parties, European Union expansion,
corporate social responsibility, federalism, political instability, management of local commons, and policymaking under democratic and
authoritarian regimes. It offers fresh insights into environmental problems ranging from climate change to water scarcity and the
disappearance of tropical forests, and it examines actions by state and nonstate actors at levels from the local to the continental. The book
will help scholars and policymakers make sense of how environmental issues and politics are connected around the globe, and is ideal for
use in upper-level undergraduateand graduate courses.

Environmental Conflict and Cooperation explores the evolution of environmental conflict as a field of research and the
study of cooperation as an alternative to war. Over four key parts, James R. Lee navigates the contours of this growing
field and paints a vivid framework for better understanding issues around environmental conflict and security: • The
premise of the field and its historic manifestations • The definition and purpose of research • The persuasions or types of
environmental conflict and cooperation • The promise of research in leading to better decision-making and to broaching
new challenges. Over the course of these parts, the author outlines the deep historic record of this discipline, arguing that
it will play a key role in understanding important future trends. Utilizing a wide variety of case studies that range from
ancient examples, including conflict over the Cedars of Lebanon and the role of tin in the Peloponnesian Wars, to futureoriented scenarios, including expanded island-building in the South China Sea and the global politics of geo-engineering,
Lee highlights key concepts, metrics, and policy contexts that will test current understandings. He also examines a
variety of research methods and provides examples of the ways in which such research can be used to inform policy
improvements. This book will draw specific interest from students and scholars of environmental conflict and cooperation,
as well as researchers of environmental politics and security studies.
Politically, the world is composed of states. Environmentally, the world is made up of ecosystems. This disconnection
between ecological and political systems makes addressing environmental issues at the global level both more difficult
and more necessary. In this entry-level textbook, Elizabeth DeSombre examines how we should set about addressing the
problems that face the environment internationally.The field of international environmental politics draws on a variety of
academic traditions. It uses international relations theory to look at the concerns and actions of states; but it also uses a
variety of new perspectives to explain issues that are unique to the study of the environment. DeSombre explores four
important approaches to the field: international environmental cooperation; the relationship between the environment and
security; the issues of science, uncertainty and risk; and the role of non-state actors. She examines these approaches
through case studies of specific problems facing the global environment, looking at ozone depletion and global climate
change; the politics of whaling; the protection of Amazonian biodiversity; and acid rain in Europe and North America.To a
large extent all environmental politics are global. The author argues that understanding what has led to successful
protection of the global environment can give great insight into international relations theory more broadly.
Focusing on the complex relationships between the globalizing economy and the health of Earth's environment, the latest
edition of the annual survey by the Worldwatch Institute reveals the health of the planet's ecosystems, describes and
analyzes a variety of global environmental issues and problems, and recommends practical, innovative solutions to the
problems. Simultaneous.
VanDeveer, University of New Hampshire.
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