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This book has been prepared as an aid to those who
are asked to make welcome speeches or to respond
to these speeches. Sample speeches and responses
are provided for a variety of special occasions.
Now you have one resource that can help you plan
for a variety of situations in your church. Author and
bookseller carole Cupples wrote this book in
response to a need voiced by her own customers. A
few of the occasions this book particularly addresses
are welcoming guest to a program, honoring a pastor
on an anniversary, and paying a memorial tribute.
The speeches you find in this compilation reflect the
ways we honor God in both celebration and
meditation.
A collection of creative wedding ceremonies and
helps to guide the pastor in making the wedding
service a worshipful experience.
Modern worship leaders are restless. They have
inherited a model of leadership that equates leading
worship with being a rock star. But leading worship is
more than a performance, it's about shaping souls
and making disciples. Every worship leader is really
a pastor. The Worship Pastor is a practical and
biblical introduction to this essential pastoral role.
Filled with engaging, illustrative stories it is
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organized to address questions of theory and
practice, striving to balance conversational
accessibility with informed instruction. Part One
presents a series of evocative "vignettes"--intriguing
and descriptive titles and metaphors of who a
Worship Pastor is and what he or she does. It shows
the Worship Pastor as Church-Lover, Disciple
Maker, Corporate Mystic, and Doxological
Philosopher. Part Two covers specific roles related
to ministry within the worship service itself--the
Worship Pastor as Theological Dietician, Caregiver,
Mortician, Emotional Shepherd, War General,
Prophetic Guardian, Missional Historian, and
Liturgical Architect. Part Three looks at ministry
beyond the worship service--the Worship Pastor as
Visionary Teacher, Evangelist, Artist Chaplain, and
Team Leader. While some worship leaders are
eager to embrace their pastoral role, many are lost
and confused or lack the resources of time or money
to figure out what this role looks like. Pastor Zac
Hicks gives us a clear guide to leading worship, one
that takes the pastoral call seriously.
Most church members don't see their churches
clearly. In almost all of Thom S. Rainer's
consultations, church members perceive their church
to be friendly. But as he surveyed guests, he found
that the guests typically saw church members as
unfriendly. The perception chasm existed because
the members were indeed friendly . . . to one
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another. The guests felt like they crashed a private
party. Bestselling author Thom Rainer (I Am a
Church Member, Autopsy of a Deceased Church)
has a game plan for churches to become more
hospitable. In a format that is suitable for church
members to read individually or study together,
Rainer guides readers toward a practical framework
for making a difference for those who visit their
church. Churches may use Becoming a Welcoming
Church to assess and audit where they are on a
spectrum between welcoming and wanting.
Additionally, churches can use the companion book
We Want You Here to send guests home with a
compelling vision for what pastors want every guest
to know when they visit.
"Recognized as the most thorough pastoral treatise
of the patristic era, this sixth-century work by St
Gregory the Great carefully details the duties and
obligations of the clergy concerning the spiritual
formation of their flock."--BOOK JACKET.
Insightful and heart-warming, this classic book is
written for those who seek to know God better. It
unfolds life-impacting, biblical truths and has been
called a "soul-stirring celebration of the pleasures of
knowing God."
Bookkeeping for churches can be quite different than
for-profit businesses, and the other guides available
cover either QuickBooks or church accounting, not
both. Lisa London, The Accountant Beside You,
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walks you through QuickBooks for your church from
start to finish, always with examples, terminology,
and understanding of what a busy church
administrator needs to know in a clear, concise style.
With her friendly easy-to-understand style and
illustrative screenshots, Lisa guides new QuickBooks
users every step of the way, while her tips for how to
make QuickBooks work better for churches provides
new insight and procedures for even the
experienced bookkeeper. Not only does she step
you through how to set up QuickBooks and utilize it
more efficiently for your house of worship, but she
also discusses everything you need to know to
implement controls and procedures to ensure that
your church's money is always protected.
QuickBooks for Churches covers PC versions of
QuickBooks from 2012 forward and even includes
what's new in the 2014 version. Lisa offers sound
accounting procedures for both large and small
houses of worship, for bookkeepers with years of
experience as well as those just starting out. Let The
Accountant Beside You take one more worry off your
crowded to-do list.
Offers liturgical material for the journey of each
individual through life. For each key element of this
journey (birth, marriage, healing, death), it provides
both material for key ‘public’ events and resources
for ‘private’ pastoral care.
You cannot understand China without meeting
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heroes like Samuel Lamb! In an age when
secularism and materialism numb the human spirit,
China's amazing Christians demonstrate the power
of living faith. In 1950 China's Christians numbered
about a million. Today, estimates range between 30
and 70 million! How did this body of believers grow
so rapidly under atheism and materialism? Bold as a
Lamb is the true story of Pastor Samuel Lamb.
Imprisoned for more than twenty years for preaching
the Gospel, he became the beloved secret pastor to
hundreds of fellow inmates. After his release in
1978, he built a phenomenal "house church"
congregation of more than a thousand. Soon,
however, he became the special target of those
determined to destroy the mushrooming house
church movement in China. His church was closed
and his ministry tools were confiscated. Yet this man
remains undaunted, standing boldly -- and with
spiritual grace, against fierce opposition. This is the
fascinating, eye-opening account of one of China's
best-known pastors, his dauntless congregation, and
how they found joy and optimism in the face of
relentless persecution.
How do we preach when all of us—hearers and
preachers alike—are constantly distracted? J.
Ellsworth Kalas offers wise insights for effective
preaching in an age of distraction. He explores how
God can meet people precisely at the point of their
distraction, connecting through pastoral
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attentiveness, creativity and excellence.
The Preacher's Handbook: 50 Tips Guaranteed To
Make You A Better Preacher is for new and
beginning preachers who want to sharpen their skills
by learning tips that seasoned preachers know and
for seasoned preachers who need a refreshening
and training tips for their pulpit ministry.
A handy, inexpensive resource, More Welcome Speeches
can be used by persons frequently or rarely asked to make
welcome speeches. Sample speeches and responses are
included which can also be used as a prototype for creating a
welcome speech. More Welcome Speeches provides a
quality resource for laypersons in the church. This volume will
appeal especially to members of African American churches.
In the African American community, welcoming speeches are
important part of each program and service.) More Welcome
Speeches: - Includes poetry, prayers, recitations, tributes,
and installation services - Offers appropriate Scripture verses
for special days - Provide samples speeches and responses
that help the user create his or her own personal talks Addresses many different occasions
Lenny Duncan is the unlikeliest of pastors. Formerly
incarcerated, he is now a black preacher in the whitest
denomination in the United States: the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America (ELCA). Shifting demographics and
shrinking congregations make all the headlines, but Duncan
sees something else at work--drawing a direct line between
the church's lack of diversity and the church's lack of vitality.
The problems the ELCA faces are theological, not
sociological. But so are the answers. Part manifesto, part
confession, and all love letter, Dear Church offers a bold new
vision for the future of Duncan's denomination and the
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broader mainline Christian community of faith. Dear Church
rejects the narrative of church decline and calls
everyone--leaders and laity alike--to the front lines of the
churchÂs renewal through racial equality and justice. It is time
for the church to rise up, dust itself off, and take on forces of
this world that act against God: whiteness, misogyny,
nationalism, homophobia, and economic injustice. Duncan
gives a blueprint for the way forward and urges us to follow in
the revolutionary path of Jesus.
The perfect gift! A specially priced, beautifully designed
hardcover edition of The Joy of the Gospel with a foreword by
Robert Barron and an afterword by James Martin, SJ. “The
joy of the gospel fills the hearts and lives of all who encounter
Jesus… In this Exhortation I wish to encourage the Christian
faithful to embark upon a new chapter of evangelization
marked by this joy, while pointing out new paths for the
Church’s journey in years to come.” – Pope Francis This
special edition of Pope Francis's popular message of hope
explores themes that are important for believers in the 21st
century. Examining the many obstacles to faith and what can
be done to overcome those hurdles, he emphasizes the
importance of service to God and all his creation. Advocating
for “the homeless, the addicted, refugees, indigenous
peoples, the elderly who are increasingly isolated and
abandoned,” the Holy Father shows us how to respond to
poverty and current economic challenges that affect us locally
and globally. Ultimately, Pope Francis demonstrates how to
develop a more personal relationship with Jesus Christ, “to
recognize the traces of God’s Spirit in events great and
small.” Profound in its insight, yet warm and accessible in its
tone, The Joy of the Gospel is a call to action to live a life
motivated by divine love and, in turn, to experience heaven
on earth. Includes a foreword by Robert Barron, author of
Catholicism: A Journey to the Heart of the Faith and James
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Martin, SJ, author of Jesus: A Pilgrimage
This useful resource incorporates recitations, suggested
scripture, prayers, poetry, speeches, and responses for
celebrating a variety of special days in the African American
church. Perfect as a worship planning tool for pastors and
worship leaders, Welcome Speeches for Special Days is ideal
for celebrating those special Sundays that congregations
highlight throughout the year.
More Welcome SpeechesResponses for All
OccasionsAbingdon Press
A year of gospel-saturated daily devotions from renowned
Bible teacher Alistair Begg. Start with the gospel each and
every day with this one-year devotional by renowned Bible
teacher Alistair Begg. We all need to be reminded of the truth
that anchors our life and excites and equips us to live for
Christ. Reflecting on a short passage each day, Alistair spans
the Scriptures to show us the greatness and grace of God,
and to thrill our hearts to live as His children. His clear, faithful
exposition and thoughtful application mean that this resource
will both engage your mind and stir your heart. Each day
includes prompts to apply what you’ve read, a related Bible
text to enjoy, and a plan for reading through the whole of the
Scriptures in a year. The hardback cover and ribbon marker
make this a wonderful gift.
If you are 16 or 18 or in your 20s, in school or just moving into
marriage and career, there are many ways to invest your
time. But the Bible is clear that none is better than the pursuit
of godliness: in your speech, conduct, love, faith, and purity.
As Paul told Timothy, set an example, be an example. Make
your life a beautiful work of art.
Issues for Jan 12, 1888-Jan. 1889 include monthly "Magazine
supplement".
The Book of Occasional Services is a new liturgical resource
produced by the Office of Theology and Worship of the
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PC(USA) providing worship services for many of the
important and widely used services that are not included in
the Book of Common Worship.
Are you or a friend in the midst of life challenges or changes?
Let the inspirational thoughts in this warm and inviting little
book serve as an encouraging reminder of God's presence
and promises when facing heartache, transition, or a season
of uncertainty. With each turn of the page, kind words and a
graceful interior overflow with faith, love, and joy as God's
assurances shed light on the path ahead. "I Know the Plans I
Have for You," Says the Lord is a keepsake-worthy
expression of comfort and hope that will become dear to you
or your friend for years to come.
#1 New York Times bestselling author Joel Osteen helps
readers transform their self-image by saying two simple
words--I AM. Can two words give you the power to change
your life? Yes, they can! In his new book, Joel Osteen shares
a profound principle based on one simple truth: Whatever
follows the words "I am" will always come looking for you. His
insights and encouragement are illustrated with amazing
stories of people who turned their lives around by focusing on
the positive power of this principle. With THE POWER OF I
AM as a guide, readers will stop criticizing themselves and
instead discover their inner strengths, natural talents, and
unique abilities that will make them prosper with selfassurance. Readers can choose to rise to a new level and
invite God's goodness by focusing on I AM.
Welcome Speeches for Today can be used by laypeople
asked to make welcome speeches for a variety of situations
and events in the church. Sample speeches and prayers are
included that can be used as a prototype for creating a
personal welcome speech.

John Piper pleads with fellow pastors to abandon the
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professionalization of the pastorate and pursue the
prophetic call of the Bible for radical ministry.
Journalist and pastor Mark Wingfield describes how
the congregation he serves undertook a detailed
study of how the church should respond to the
inclusion of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender
members. The study was conducted by a nineteenmember blue-ribbon task force that included wide
representation of the church's various
constituencies. The author served as a staff liaison,
recording secretary, and resource to the study
group, keeping meticulous notes of the process and
the aftermath of the study. Why Churches Need to
Talk about Sexuality is written for clergy and lay
leaders in Protestant congregations of all kinds who
need a helpful guide to conversations about human
sexuality within congregations. The book also has in
mind anyone who wants to understand the
controversial debates about human sexuality and the
Christian church today and who desire to follow a
process to discuss the topic and make decisions
about how congregations and individuals will
respond to matters of ministry and sexuality. This
book not only details the process used at Wilshire
but also tells the human story of why the study was
undertaken and what happened to the lives and faith
of real people inside and outside the church. The
author's hope is to provide a resource to other clergy
and church leaders to understand why this issue
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must be addressed, how difficult it is to address, and
what to expect along the way. As the title indicates,
even though this is a difficult conversation to have,
churches must have the conversation anyway.
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