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Taking its title from a description of Peter Pan's Neverland, Astonishing Splashes of
Colour follows the life of Kitty, a woman who, in a sense, has never grown up. As her
moods swing dramatically from high to low, they are illuminated by an unusual ability to
interpret people and emotions through colour. Kitty struggles to come to terms with her
life, including the loss of her mother, a miscarriage, and an unconventional marriage to
her husband, who lives in the apartment next door. And when her father and brothers
reveal a family secret long hidden, it overwhelms Kitty's tenuous hold on reality and
propels her on an impetuous journey to the brink of madness. This P.S. edition features
an extra 16 pages of insights into the book, including author interviews, recommended
reading, and more.
Growing up on a south London estate and excluded from every school that would take
her, Alesha is the poster girl for the nation’s ‘feral youth’. Fuelled by a need to
survive, she falls into a cycle of crime, violence and drug-dealing.
Park ranger Anna Pigeon is enjoying the open spaces of Colorado when she receives
an urgent call. A young woman has been injured while exploring a cave in New
Mexico?s Carlsbad Cavern Park. Before she can be pulled to safety, she sends for her
friend Anna. Only one problem: a crushing fear of confined spaces has kept Anna out in
the open her whole life.
Eleven-year-old Harrison Opoku, the second best runner in Year 7, races through his
new life in England with his personalised trainers - the Adidas stripes drawn on with
marker pen - blissfully unaware of the very real threat around him. Newly-arrived from
Ghana with his mother and older sister Lydia, Harri absorbs the many strange elements
of city life, from the bewildering array of Haribo sweets, to the frightening, fascinating
gang of older boys from his school. But his life is changed forever when one of his
friends is murdered. As the victim's nearly new football boots hang in tribute on railings
behind fluorescent tape and a police appeal draws only silence, Harri decides to act,
unwittingly endangering the fragile web his mother has spun around her family to keep
them safe. From Autumn 2015, Stephen Kelman's deeply funny, moving idiosyncratic
and unforgettable novel will be an AQA GCSE English Literature set text.
"This saga of bad luck and good company is a wry, scary, heartfelt ode to the traverses
we have to make in life when we're at the end of our rope and there's no net below us."
—ELLE When Hattie's moody boyfriend dumps her in Paris, she returns home to find
that her sister Min is in the psych ward again. Freaked out by the prospect of becoming
a surrogate mother to Min's kids, Logan and Thebes, Hattie decides to take them in the
family van to find their father, last heard to be running an idiosyncratic art gallery in
South Dakota. What ensues is a remarkable journey across America, as aunt and
kids—through chaos as diverse as their personalities—discover one another to be both
far crazier and far more normal than any of them thought.
“Precisely detailed and delicately suggestive: the best work of Gao’s yet to appear in
English translation.”—Kirkus Reviews A collection of six exquisite short stories from Gao
Xingjian, the first Chinese writer to win the Nobel Prize in Literature. These beautifully
translated stories take as their themes the fragility of love and life, and the haunting
power of memory. In “The Temple,” the narrator’s acute and mysterious anxiety
overshadows the delirious happiness of an outing with his new wife on their
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honeymoon. In “The Cramp” a man narrowly escapes drowning in the sea, only to find
that no one even noticed his absence. In the title story the narrator attempts to relieve
his homesickness only to find that he is lost in a labyrinth of childhood memories.
Everywhere in this collection are powerful psychological portraits of characters whose
unarticulated hopes and fears betray the never-ending presence of the past in their
present lives.
“Among many recent books on Pakistan, Mr. Akbar’s stands out….A fine and detailed
history of Indian Muslim anger and insecurity.” —The Economist In Tinderbox, India’s
leading journalist delivers a fascinating narrative history of Pakistan, chronicling the
conflict between Muslim and Hindu cultures in South Asia and describing the role that
their relationship has played in defining both the country and the region. Editorial
director of India Today and editor of the Sunday Guardian, M. J. Akbar gives readers an
unprecedented look at Pakistan past and present. Panoramic in scope but specific in
detail, with rich portraits of the central figures and events that have defined the nation’s
history, Ackbar’s Tinderbox tells the Pakistanian story from the Middle Ages to the
present, puts the Taliban and its place within modern Islam into a meaningful context,
and diagnoses where the country is headed in the 21st century.
When his traveling salesman father is murdered in 19th-century Pennsylvania, spirited
12-year-old Thomas forges an unlikely partnership with surly ex-ranger, Henry, who
embarks on a perilous quest for vengeance that is challenged by dangerous thieves.
Shortlisted for the 2010 COSTA first novel award.
Nine-year-old Meena can’t wait to grow up and break free from her parents. But, as the
daughter of the only Punjabi family in the mining village of Tollington, her struggle for
independence is different from most.
How hard can it be for an American to pass France's unique exam for English
teachers? This wickedly funny memoir examines France's love-hate affair with the
modern world. "Her tragi-comic story explains how France produces the worst English
teachers in the world" - LE POINT; 'Funny and ferocious" - THE PARIS TIMES;
"Dramatically funny" - L'EXPRESS; "Highly instructive" - NOUVEL OBS
It is 1946, and seventeen-year-old Laura Telling is stagnating in her dilapidated Sussex
family home, while her eccentric parents slip further into isolation. A chance encounter
with Paul Lovell offers her the chance to alter the course of her destiny - and to embark
on a new life in South Africa. Many miles north, sixteen-year-old Gay Gibson is
desperate to escape Birkenhead. When the girls' paths cross in Johannesburg, Laura is
exposed to Gay's wild life of parties and inappropriate liaisons. Each in their own
worlds, but thrown together, the girls find their lives inextricably entangled, with fatal
consequences...
What would you do if, out of the blue, your husband disappeared and you found out he
was a suspected criminal? When reliable, respectable Felix Kendall vanishes, his wife
Kate is left reeling. As she and their children cope with the shocking impact on their
comfortable lives, Kate realises that, if Felix is guilty, she never truly knew the man she
loved. But as she faces the possibility that he might not return, she also discovers
strengths she never knew she had.
Since the 1980s novels about childhood for adults have been a booming genre within
the contemporary British literary market. Childhood in the Contemporary English Novel
offers the first comprehensive study of this literary trend. Assembling analyses of key
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works by Ian McEwan, Doris Lessing, P. D. James, Nick Hornby, Sarah Moss and
Stephen Kelman and situating them in their cultural and political contexts, Sandra
Dinter uncovers both the reasons for the current popularity of such fiction and the
theoretical shift that distinguishes it from earlier literary epochs. The book's central
argument is that the contemporary English novel draws on the constructivist paradigm
shift that revolutionised the academic study of childhood several decades ago.
Contemporary works of fiction, Dinter argues, depart from the notion of childhood as a
naturally given phase of life and examine the agents, interests and conflicts involved in
its cultural production. Dinter also considers the limits of this new theoretical impetus,
observing that authors and scholars alike, even when they claim to conceive of
childhood as a construct, do not always give up on the idea of its 'natural' core.
Accordingly, this book reconstructs how the English novel between the 1980s and the
2010s oscillates between an acknowledgment of constructivism and an endorsement of
childhood as the last irrevocable quintessence of humanity. In doing so, it successfully
extends the literary and cultural history of childhood to the immediate present.
Magnus Mills' most enjoyable and ambitious novel to date.
As big and exciting as the next century, this is a novel of real life at our giddy, feverish,
topsy-turvy edge of the millennium. Turn of the Century is a good old-fashioned novel
about the day after tomorrow--an uproarious, exquisitely observed panorama of our
world as the twentieth century morphs into the twenty-first, transforming family,
marriage, and friendship and propelled by the supercharged global businesses and new
technologies that make everyone's lives shake and spin a little faster. As the year 2000
progresses, George Mactier and Lizzie Zimbalist, ten years married, are caught up in
the whirl of their centrifugally accelerating lives. George is a TV producer for the upstart
network MBC, launching a truly and weirdly groundbreaking new show that blurs the
line between fact and fiction. Lizzie is a software entrepreneur dealing with the
breakneck pleasures and pains of running her own company in an industry where the
rules are rewritten daily. Rocketing between Los An-geles and Seattle, with occasional
stopovers at home in Manhattan for tag-team parenting of their three children, George
and Lizzie are the kind of businesspeople who, growing up in the sixties and seventies,
never dreamed they would end up in business. They're too busy to spend the money
that's rolling in, and too smart not to feel ambivalent about their crazed, high-gloss
existences, but nothing seems to slow the roller-coaster momentum of their intersecting lives and careers. However, after Lizzie, recovering from a Microsoft deal gone
awry, becomes a confidante and adviser to George's boss, billionaire media mogul
Harold Mose, the couple discovers that no amount of sophisticated spin can obscure
basic instincts: envy, greed, suspicion, sexual temptation--and, maybe, love. When they
and their children are finally drawn into a thrilling, high-tech corporate hoax that sends
Wall Street reeling (and makes one person very, very rich), George and Lizzie can only
marvel at life's oversized surprises and hold on for dear life. Like Tom Wolfe's Bonfire of
the Vanities, Kurt Andersen's Turn of the Century lays bare the follies of our age with
laser-beam precision, creating memorable characters and dissecting the ways we think,
speak, and navigate this new era of extreme capitalism and mind-boggling technology.
Entertaining, imaginative, knowing, and wise, Turn of the Century is a richly plotted
comedy of manners about the way we live now.
A gripping, award-winning novel from the author of "The Missing" and "Souls of Angels."
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A poignant, coming of age novel about an Irish gypsy boy’s childhood in the 1950’s from the
national bestselling author of A Rip in Heaven and American Dirt. Ireland, 1959: Young
Christopher Hurley is a tinker, a Pavee gypsy, who roams with his father and extended family
from town to town, carrying all their worldly possessions in their wagons. Christy carries with
him a burden of guilt as well, haunted by the story of his mother’s death in childbirth. The
wandering life is the only one Christy has ever known, but when his grandfather dies,
everything changes. His father decides to settle briefly, in a town, where Christy and his cousin
can receive proper schooling and prepare for their first communions. But still, always, they are
treated as outsiders. As Christy struggles to find his way amid the more conventional lives of
his new classmates, he starts to question who he is and where he belongs. But then the
discovery of an old newspaper photograph, and a long-buried secret from his mother’s
mysterious past, changes his life forever....
SHORTLISTED for the 2011 Man Booker Prize for Fiction A thrilling and powerful novel about
a young boy lured to sea by the promise of adventure and reward, with echoes of Great
Expectations, Moby-Dick, and The Voyage of the Narwhal. Jamrach’s Menagerie tells the
story of a nineteenth-century street urchin named Jaffy Brown. Following an incident with an
escaped tiger, Jaffy goes to work for Mr. Charles Jamrach, the famed importer of exotic
animals, alongside Tim, a good but sometimes spitefully competitive boy. Thus begins a long,
close friendship fraught with ambiguity and rivalry. Mr. Jamrach recruits the two boys to
capture a fabled dragon during the course of a three-year whaling expedition. Onboard, Jaffy
and Tim enjoy the rough brotherhood of sailors and the brutal art of whale hunting. They even
succeed in catching the reptilian beast. But when the ship’s whaling venture falls short of
expectations, the crew begins to regard the dragon—seething with feral power in its cage—as
bad luck, a feeling that is cruelly reinforced when a violent storm sinks the ship. Drifting across
an increasingly hallucinatory ocean, the survivors, including Jaffy and Tim, are forced to
confront their own place in the animal kingdom. Masterfully told, wildly atmospheric, and
thundering with tension, Jamrach’s Menagerie is a truly haunting novel about friendship,
sacrifice, and survival.
An assessment of cancer addresses both the courageous battles against the disease and the
misperceptions and hubris that have compromised modern understandings, providing
coverage of such topics as ancient-world surgeries and the development of present-day
treatments. Reprint. Best-selling winner of the Pulitzer Prize. Includes reading-group guide.
Long-listed for the 2018 Man Booker Prize Short-listed for the 2018 Gordon Burn Prize Shortlisted for the 2018 Goldsmiths Prize Inspired by the real-life murder of a British army soldier by
religious fanatics, Guy Gunaratne’s In Our Mad and Furious City is a snapshot of the diverse,
frenzied edges of modern-day London. A crackling debut from a vital new voice, it pulses with
the frantic energy of the city’s homegrown grime music and is animated by the youthful rage of
a dispossessed, overlooked, and often misrepresented generation. While Selvon, Ardan, and
Yusuf organize their lives around soccer, girls, and grime, Caroline and Nelson struggle to
overcome pasts that haunt them. Each voice is uniquely insightful, impassioned, and
unforgettable, and when stitched together, they trace a brutal and vibrant tapestry of today’s
London. In a forty-eight-hour surge of extremism and violence, their lives are inexorably drawn
together in the lead-up to an explosive, tragic climax. In Our Mad and Furious City documents
the stark disparities and bubbling fury coursing beneath the prosperous surface of a city
uniquely on the brink. Written in the distinctive vernaculars of contemporary London, the novel
challenges the ways in which we coexist now—and, more important, the ways in which we often
fail to do so.
“Taut, emotionally intense, and wholly believable, this beautiful and uplifting debut” (Kirkus
Reviews) about a young black boy’s quest to reunite with his beloved white half-brother after
they are separated in foster care is a sparkling novel perfect for fans of The Language of
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Flowers. Leon loves chocolate bars, Saturday morning cartoons, and his beautiful, goldenhaired baby brother. When Jake is born, Leon pokes his head in the crib and says, “I’m your
brother. Big brother. My. Name. Is. Leon. I am eight and three quarters. I am a boy.” Jake will
play with no one but Leon, and Leon is determined to save him from any pain and earn that
sparkling baby laugh every chance he can. But Leon isn’t in control of this world where adults
say one thing and mean another. When their mother falls victim to her inner demons, strangers
suddenly take Jake away; after all, a white baby is easy to adopt, while a half-black, nine-yearold faces a less certain fate. Vowing to get Jake back by any means necessary, Leon’s own
journey will carry him through the lives of a doting but ailing foster mother, Maureen;
Maureen’s cranky and hilarious sister, Sylvia; a social worker Leon knows only as “The
Zebra”; and a colorful community of local gardeners and West Indian political activists. Told
through the perspective of young Leon, too innocent to entirely understand what has happened
to him and baby Jake, but determined to do what he can to make things right. In the end, this is
an uplifting story about the power of love, the unbreakable bond between brothers, and the
truth about what ultimately makes a family. My Name Is Leon will capture your imagination and
steal your heart with its “moving exploration of race and the foster-care system that offers
precious insight into the mind of a child forced to grow up well before his time” (Booklist).
Man Booker Prize Finalist: A “winning and ingenious” novel about an eleven-year-old
immigrant boy trying to solve a murder (The Plain Dealer). Lying in front of Harrison Opoku is a
body. It is the body of one of his classmates, a boy known for his incredible basketball skills,
who seems to have been murdered for his dinner. Armed with a pair of camouflage binoculars
and techniques absorbed from television shows like CSI, Harri and his best friend, Dean, plot
to bring the perpetrator to justice. They gather evidence—fingerprints lifted with tape, a wallet
stained with blood—and lay traps to flush out the killer. But nothing can prepare them for what
happens when a criminal feels you closing in. Recently emigrated from Ghana with his sister
and mother to South London’s enormous housing projects, Harri is obsessed with gummy
candy, friendly to the pigeon who visits his balcony, is quite possibly the fastest runner in his
school, and is clearly also fast on the trail of a murderer. “[A] work of deep sympathy and
imagination,” Pigeon English is a tale of friendship and adventure, as Harri finds wonder,
mystery, and danger in his new, ever-expanding world (The Boston Globe). “Pigeon English is
a book to fall in love with: a funny book, a true book, a shattering book. . . . If you loved Mark
Haddon’s The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time or Emma Donoghue’s Man
Booker–shortlisted Room, you’ll love this book too.” —The Times (London) “Convincingly
evokes life on the edge . . . The humour, the resilience, the sheer ebullience of its narrator—a
hero for our times—should ensure the book becomes, deservedly, a classic.” —The Mail on
Sunday “Continually surprising and endearing . . . There’s a sweetness here that’s
irresistible.” —The Washington Post “Funny and poignant . . . What might be described as
Diary of a Wimpy Kid meets Trainspotting.” —Toronto Star “Since Nancy Drew and the Hardy
Boys, there have been certain rules observed when children play detective. Stephen Kelman
throws them all out . . . The mystery is secondary to the pleasures of listening to Harri.” —The
Christian Science Monitor
The Busby Babes is a tale of spirit, courage and the eternal bonds of friendship. It is about a
group of men whose passion for soccer led them to unparalleled success and unprecedented
glory. But it also cost many of them their lives. Matt Busby, the patriarchal Manager of
Manchester United, revolutionized English football by bending the rules and pushing the limits.
At Manchester United, he created a team of boy wonders, the Busby Babes, a group of players
who became the game's first superstars, heroes to millions of people. But, just as they were on
the verge of world acclaim, disaster struck. Richard Skinner's authoritative account tells the
story of their astonishing achievements to a new generation of adoring soccer fans.
Researched extensively and exhaustively, the book reconstructs in detail the drama of their
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journey from schoolboys to junior team players, from becoming League Champions to their
glorious efforts in Europe. Supported by Harry Gregg and Albert Scanlon's moving testimony,
the book provides a more complete picture of the Busby Babes than ever before. This is their
definitive story.

Kinnaird Buildings, a tenement block in Waterloo, was once quality. Now ancient and
blackened, it houses a fringe community of the feckless, the light-fingered, the addicted,
who ignore the thuds and screams, and try to patch something together out of the rags
and tatters of their lives. At the centre are Judy, resting from emotional entanglements
with men, attempting to resist romantic, wayward Jimmy Raffo; and Loretta, fighting
poverty and the brutality of her surroundings.
In the light of the complex demographic shifts associated with late modernity and the
impetus of neo-liberal politics, childhood continues all the more to operate as a
repository for the articulation of diverse social and cultural anxieties. Since the Thatcher
years, juvenile delinquency, child poverty, and protection have been persistent issues in
public discourse. Simultaneously, childhood has advanced as a popular subject in the
arts, as the wealth of current films and novels in this field indicates. Focusing on the
late twentieth and the early twenty-first centuries, this collection assembles
contributions concerned with current political, social, and cultural dimensions of
childhood in the United Kingdom. The individual chapters, written by internationally
renowned experts from the social sciences and the humanities, address a broad
spectrum of contemporary childhood issues, including debates on child protection,
school dress codes, the media, the representation and construction of children in
audiovisual media, and literary awards for children’s fiction. Appealing to a wide
scholarly audience by joining perspectives from various disciplines, including art history,
education, law, film and TV studies, sociology, and literary studies, this volume
endorses a transdisciplinary and meta-theoretical approach to the study of childhood. It
seeks to both illustrate and dismantle the various ways in which childhood has been
implicitly and explicitly conceived in different disciplines in the wake of the constructivist
paradigm shift in childhood studies.
Living in a no-bedroomed tenement flat, coping with the cold and boredom of
busconducting and the bloody-mindedness of Head Office, knowing that emigrating to
Australia is only an impossible dream, Robert Hines finds life to be ¿a very perplexing
kettle of coconuts¿. The compensations are a wife and child, and a gloriously anarchic
imagination. The Busconductor Hines is a brilliantly executed, uncompromising slice of
the Glasgow scene, a portrait of working-class life which is unheroic but humane.
"Exceptional . . . Clanchy has a wincingly accurate eye for social comedy, a vivid
descriptive sense, and profound understanding of her characters. This is a delectable
read." --Daily Mail (UK) In response to an advertisement, Struan Robertson, orphan,
genius, and just seventeen, leaves his dour native town in Scotland, and arrives at a
creaky mansion in London in the freakishly hot summer of 1989. His job, he finds, is to
care for playwright and one-time literary star Phillip Prys, dumbfounded and paralyzed
by a massive stroke, because, though Phillip's two teenage children, two wives, and a
literary agent all rattle 'round his large house, they are each too busy with their peculiar
obsessions to do it themselves. As the city bakes, Struan finds himself tangled in a
midsummer's dream of mistaken identity, giddying property prices, wild swimming, and
overwhelming passions. For everyone, it is to be a life-changing summer. Kate
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Clanchy's Meeting the English is a bright book about dark subjects--a tale about
kindness and its limits, told with love. It is a coming of age story for anyone who has
ever felt themselves to be an outsider; a love story for the awkward; and a comedy for
anyone who has ever lived in a family. Written by an acclaimed writer of poetry, nonfiction, and short stories, this glorious debut novel is spiked with witty dialogue and
jostling with gleeful, zesty characters.
This book is aimed at GCSE students of English Literature who are studying Stephen
Kelman's Pigeon English. The focus is on what examiners are looking for, especially
since the changes to the curriculum in 2015, and here you will find each chapter
covered in detail. I hope this will help you and be a valuable tool in your studies and
revision.
Pigeon EnglishA&C Black
From Michael Ondaatje: an electrifying new novel, by turns thrilling and deeply moving
-- one of his most vividly rendered and compelling works of fiction to date. In the early
1950s, an eleven-year-old boy boards a huge liner bound for England. At mealtimes, he
is placed at the lowly "Cat's Table" with an eccentric and unforgettable group of
grownups and two other boys. As the ship makes its way across the Indian Ocean,
through the Suez Canal, into the Mediterranean, the boys find themselves immersed in
the worlds and stories of the adults around them. At night they spy on a shackled
prisoner -- his crime and fate a galvanizing mystery that will haunt them forever.
Looking back from deep within adulthood, and gradually moving back and forth from the
decks and holds of the ship to the years that follow the narrator unfolds a spellbinding
and layered tale about the magical, often forbidden discoveries of childhood and the
burdens of earned understanding, about a life-long journey that began unexpectedly
with a sea voyage.
Two years after burying her husband and best friend, 68-year-old Hattie Kong moves to
a small New England town where she is joined by a Cambodian family and reunited
with an ex-lover before tackling challenges in the form of fundamentalist Christians
andstruggling family farms.

WINNER OF THE BETTY TRASK PRIZE 2016 Meet Gnter Glass - ex-milkman
and aspiring window-cleaner, struggling to find his way in the world His mum has
died, his dad's retired, he's just been let go from his milk round - and Gnter Glass
has his head in the clouds. Fortunately, he also has a head for heights, and a
lifelong fascination with glass. So when the call comes to clean the windows of
the tallest skyscraper in London, he sets off for the big city with little more than
youthful enthusiasm, a dual-squeegee holster and his dear departed mother's
homespun wisdom. But will Gnter's innocence put him on a collision course with
the modern world? He's never had a girlfriend, and now he's falling for a
clairvoyant with unclear intentions. Most of what he knows about life comes from
Wikipedia, so sharing a dingy flat with an eccentric German philosopher is a bit
befuddling. And most worrying of all, he's starting to think his new boss may be a
little unhinged ... Glass is a novel about learning to wise up to the world around
you. Charming, funny and slyly clever, it establishes Alex Christofi as one of
Britain's most exciting young writers.
A taut psychological tale of obsession and betrayal set over the course of a
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dinner party. "Day's shrewd eye and authorial tone provide a gleeful, edgy wit....
[a] smart, irresistible romp."-New York Times Book Review Ben, who hails from
old money, and Martin, who grew up poor but is slowly carving out a successful
career as an art critic, have been inseparable since childhood. Ben's wife Serena
likes to jokingly refer to Martin as Ben's dutiful Little Shadow. Lucy is a devoted
wife to Martin, even as she knows she'll always be second best to his sacred
friendship. When Ben throws a lavish 40th birthday party as his new palatial
country home, Martin and Lucy attend, mixing with the very upper echelons of
London society. But why, the next morning, is Martin in a police station being
interviewed about the events of last night? Why is Lucy being forced to answer
questions about his husband and his past? What exactly happened at the party?
And what has bound these two very different men together for so many years? A
cleverly built tour of intrigue, The Party reads like a novelistic board game of
Clue, taking us through the various half-truths and lies its characters weave, as
the past and present collide in a way that its protagonists could never have
anticipated.
Newly arrived from Ghana with his mother and older sister, eleven-year-old
Harrison Opoku lives on the ninth floor of a block of flats on a London housing
estate. The second best runner in the whole of Year 7, Harri races through his
new life in his personalised trainers - the Adidas stripes drawn on with marker
pen - blissfully unaware of the very real threat all around him. With equal
fascination for the local gang - the Dell Farm Crew - and the pigeon who visits his
balcony, Harri absorbs the many strange elements of his new life in England:
watching, listening, and learning the tricks of inner-city survival. But when a boy
is knifed to death on the high street and a police appeal for witnesses draws only
silence, Harri decides to start a murder investigation of his own. In doing so, he
unwittingly endangers the fragile web his mother has spun around her family to
try and keep them safe. A story of innocence and experience, hope and harsh
reality, Pigeon English is a spellbinding portrayal of a boy balancing on the edge
of manhood and of the forces around him that try to shape the way he falls.
A dystopian novel for the digital age, The Word Exchange offers an inventive,
suspenseful, and decidedly original vision of the dangers of technology and of the
enduring power of the printed word. In the not-so-distant future, the forecasted
“death of print” has become a reality. Bookstores, libraries, newspapers, and
magazines are things of the past, and we spend our time glued to handheld
devices called Memes that not only keep us in constant communication but also
have become so intuitive that they hail us cabs before we leave our offices, order
takeout at the first growl of a hungry stomach, and even create and sell language
itself in a marketplace called the Word Exchange. Anana Johnson works with her
father, Doug, at the North American Dictionary of the English Language
(NADEL), where Doug is hard at work on the last edition that will ever be printed.
Doug is a staunchly anti-Meme, anti-tech intellectual who fondly remembers the
days when people used email (everything now is text or videoconference) to
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communicate—or even actually spoke to one another, for that matter. One
evening, Doug disappears from the NADEL offices, leaving a single written clue:
ALICE. It’s a code word he devised to signal if he ever fell into harm’s way. And
thus begins Anana’s journey down the proverbial rabbit hole . . . Joined by Bart,
her bookish NADEL colleague, Anana’s search for Doug will take her into dark
basements and subterranean passageways; the stacks and reading rooms of the
Mercantile Library; and secret meetings of the underground resistance, the
Diachronic Society. As Anana penetrates the mystery of her father’s
disappearance and a pandemic of decaying language called “word flu” spreads,
The Word Exchange becomes a cautionary tale that is at once a technological
thriller and a meditation on the high cultural costs of digital technology.
Speak out for the fate of millions or turn a blind eye? We all have choices.
'Absolutely exceptional. So beautifully written, with precision and wisdom and real
emotional acuity ... A remarkable achievement' STEPHEN KELMAN, author of
Pigeon English 1944, Germany. Ernst Beck's new job marks an end to months of
unemployment. Working for Erfurt's most prestigious engineering firm, Topf &
Sons, means he can finally make a contribution to the war effort, provide for his
beautiful wife, Etta, and make his parents proud. But there is a price. Ernst is
assigned to the firm's smallest team - the Special Ovens Department. Reporting
directly to Berlin his role is to annotate plans for new crematoria that are
deliberately designed to burn day and night. Their destination: the concentration
camps. Topf's new client: the SS. As the true nature of his work dawns on him,
Ernst has a terrible choice to make: turning a blind eye will keep him and Etta
safe, but that's little comfort if staying silent amounts to collusion in the death of
thousands. This bold and uncompromising work of literary fiction shines a light on
the complex contradictions of human nature and examines how deeply complicit
we can become in the face of fear.
Deeply funny, moving, idiosyncratic and unforgettable - introduces a major new
literary talent. Pigeon English was shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize 2011.
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