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A dead man is brought back to life so he can support his family in "The Happy Man"; occasionally he slips into a zombielike state
while his soul is tortured in Hell. In "Vanilla Dunk," future basketball players are given the skills of old-time stars like Michael
Jordan and Wilt Chamberlain. And in "Forever, Said the Duck," stored computer personalities scheme to break free of their
owners. In these and other stories in this striking collection, Jonathan Lethem, author of The Fortress of Solitude and Motherless
Brooklyn, draws the reader ever more deeply into his strange, unforgettable world—a trip from which there may be no easy return.
In this post-digital age, digital technology is no longer a revolutionary
Virgil has permeated modern culture like no other icon of Western civilization. In the United States, for example, three of his
phrases appear on the dollar bill, and his Aeneid was often cited as a model for the nation's westward expansion. Theodore
Ziolkowski traces the impact of the Roman poet into the twentieth century, showing how the Aeneid, the Eclogues, and the
Georgics supplied the patterns, images, values, and often the very words used in key works of modern literature. Focusing on
American and European writing produced between 1914 and 1945--when Virgil figured prominently in works by Auden, Broch,
Eliot, Frost, and Gide, and by Tate, Ungaretti, Valry, and Wilder--this comparative analysis reveals a major cultural period in a
fascinating new light. Ziolkowski argues that after World War I people came to understand Virgil in a new way: exposed to the
rhetoric of totalitarian dictators, and having experienced social upheaval and economic disaster, they recognized in his poetry
similar stresses and noted in it a dark aspect not received by earlier generations. Exploring a wide range of modern works, the
author demonstrates how preferences for Virgil's poems varied significantly among countries and individuals and how these texts
provided a mirror in which readers found what they wished: populism or elitism, fascism or democracy, commitment or escapism.
In his closing thoughts, Ziolkowski addresses the current decline of classical learning in the United States and encourages us to
reclaim Virgil as an invaluable cultural possession.
Eric Hobsbawm, who passed away in 2012, was one of the most brilliant and original historians of our age. Through his work, he
observed the great twentieth-century confrontation between bourgeois fin de siècle culture and myriad new movements and
ideologies, from communism and extreme nationalism to Dadaism to the emergence of information technology. In Fractured
Times, Hobsbawm, with characteristic verve, unpacks a century of cultural fragmentation. Hobsbawm examines the conditions that
both created the flowering of the belle époque and held the seeds of its disintegration: paternalistic capitalism, globalization, and
the arrival of a mass consumer society. Passionate but never sentimental, he ranges freely across subjects as diverse as classical
music, the fine arts, rock music, and sculpture. He records the passing of the golden age of the “free intellectual” and explores the
lives of forgotten greats; analyzes the relationship between art and totalitarianism; and dissects phenomena as diverse as
surrealism, art nouveau, the emancipation of women, and the myth of the American cowboy. Written with consummate imagination
and skill, Fractured Times is the last book from one of our greatest modern-day thinkers.
The demand for spices in medieval Europe was extravagant and was reflected in the pursuit of fashion, the formation of taste, and
the growth of luxury trade. It inspired geographical and commercial exploration ,as traders pursued such common spices as
pepper and cinnamon and rarer aromatic products, including ambergris and musk. Ultimately, the spice quest led to imperial
missions that were to change world history. This engaging book explores the demand for spices: why were they so popular, and
why so expensive? Paul Freedman surveys the history, geography, economics, and culinary tastes of the Middle Ages to uncover
the surprisingly varied ways that spices were put to use--in elaborate medieval cuisine, in the treatment of disease, for the
promotion of well-being, and to perfume important ceremonies of the Church. Spices became symbols of beauty, affluence, taste,
and grace, Freedman shows, and their expense and fragrance drove the engines of commerce and conquest at the dawn of the
modern era.
Proves that Apollo and Pegasus bindings were the library of G.B. Grimaldi; discusses binders, book trade and collecting in 16th
century Italy.
Before Jack Reacher became the seminal, nomadic hero he is today and #1 New York Times bestselling writer Lee Child reached his current
iconic literary stature, there was James Penney, who we meet in this intense Thriller Short. Originally published in THRILLER: Stories to
Keep You Up All Night, edited by James Patterson, in 2006. Penney was originally envisioned as a character in Child’s second Jack Reacher
tale, Die Trying. Though an interesting character, Penney was ultimately excised during the editing process and readers didn’t have the
pleasure of meeting him. Now he’s been resurrected in a tale that features a brief glimpse of Jack Reacher’s early career. Don’t miss this
heart-pumping tale of suspense!
Sintetica ma completa presentazione del pensiero dei Padri della chiesa, con precisi profili biografici inseriti nel corrispondente contesto
storico. Un'ampia scelta di letture ripropone il nucleo sostanziale del messaggio di questi primi maestri della fede.
"The Brill Dictionary of Ancient Greek" is also available online and as a two-volume boxed set. "The Brill Dictionary of Ancient Greek" is the
English translation of Franco Montanari s "Vocabolario della Lingua Greca." With an established reputation as the most important modern
dictionary for Ancient Greek, it brings together 140,000 headwords taken from the literature, papyri, inscriptions and other sources of the
archaic period up to the 6th Century CE, and occasionally beyond."The Brill Dictionary of Ancient Greek" is an invaluable companion for the
study of Classics and Ancient Greek, for beginning students and advanced scholars alike. Translated and edited under the auspices of The
Center for Hellenic Studies in Washington, DC, "The Brill Dictionary of Ancient Greek" is based on the completely revised 3rd Italian edition
published in 2013 by Loescher Editore, Torino. Features The principal parts of some 15,000 verbs are listed directly following the entry and
its etymology. For each of these forms, the occurrence in the ancient texts has been certified. When found only once, the location is cited.
Nearly all entries include citations from the texts with careful mention of the source. The dictionary is especially rich in personal names rechecked against the sources for the 3rd Italian edition, and in scientific terms, which have been categorized according to discipline. Each
entry has a clear structure and typography making it easy to navigate. "For a number of years now, scholars at ease in Italian have benefitted
enormously from the riches, layout, concision, and accuracy of Professor Montanari's "Vocabolario della Lingua Greca," with its added
advantage of the inclusion of names. Hence classicists in general will welcome the English version of this very valuable resource." Professor
Richard Janko, "University of Michigan" Franco Montanari is a giant in our field, and his Dictionary is a major leap forward for us . Professor
Gregory Nagy, "Harvard University""

The author describes his twenty month ordeal in the Nazi death camp.
Presents an analysis of the phenomenon of the aesthetics of sexual and political violence, a central theme in European
culture of the early 20th century.
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Italo Calvino was due to deliver the Charles Eliot Norton lectures at Harvard in 1985-86, but they were left unfinished at
his death. The surviving drafts explore of the concepts of Lightness, Quickness, Multiplicity, Exactitude and Visibility
(Constancy was to be the sixth) in serious yet playful essays that reveal Calvino's debt to the comic strip and the folktale.
With his customary imagination and grace, he sought to define the virtues of the great literature of the past in order to
shape the values of the future. This collection is a brilliant précis of the work of a great writer whose legacy will endure
through the millennium he addressed. Italo Calvino, one of Italy's finest postwar writers, has delighted readers around the
world with his deceptively simple, fable-like stories. Calvino was born in Cuba in 1923 and raised in San Remo, Italy; he
fought for the Italian Resistance from 1943-45. His major works include Cosmicomics (1968), Invisible Cities (1972), and
If on a winter's night a traveler (1979). He died in Siena in1985, of a brain hemorrhage.
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