Download Free Non Verbal Predication Copular Sentences At The Syntax
Semantics Interface Oxford Studies In Theoretical Linguistics

Non Verbal Predication Copular Sentences At The
Syntax Semantics Interface Oxford Studies In
Theoretical Linguistics
Austin’s words on page 1 of his seminal work How to do things with words are valid for
this study on clause typing in the Old Irish verbal complex: “The phenomenon to be
discussed is very widespread and obvious, and it cannot fail to have been already
noticed, at least here and there, by others. Yet I have not found attention paid to it
specifically”. Old Irish, a regular V1 language, morphologically distinguishes six clause
types, to wit, declarative, relative, wh- and polar interrogative, responsive and
imperative clause types. After discussing the constituency of the Old Irish verbal
complex and the pragmatically marked orders, i.e. cleft-sentence and left-dislocation,
the form, function, paradigmatic consistency and syntax of those clause types are then
analysed in detail. The other main issues of this study are the descriptively adequate
paradigm of clause types and the interaction of clause typing with subordination and
with non-verbal predication in Old Irish. This monograph offers a comprehensive view
of clause typing, its morphological expression and related phenomena in the earliest
Insular Celtic language, and may also contribute to the general consideration of these
topics in both the typological and diachronic perspectives.
The series is a platform for contributions of all kinds to this rapidly developing field.
General problems are studied from the perspective of individual languages, language
families, language groups, or language samples. Conclusions are the result of a
deepened study of empirical data. Special emphasis is given to little-known languages,
whose analysis may shed new light on long-standing problems in general linguistics.
The handbook offers an overview of syntactic theory and analysis, in terms of different
theories, different languages, and different methods. The Handbook presents the state
of art in syntactic analysis, also dealing with the methodology employed, and the rules
of argumentation required to achieve such analyses for a wide range of phenomena.
Hagit Borer develops a new model of word formation, arguing that on the one hand the
basic building blocks of language are rigid semantic and syntactic functions, while on
the other hand they are roots, which in themselves are but packets of phonological
information, and are devoid of both meaning and grammatical properties of any kind.
Read this book to get a deeper understanding of a wide range of semantics research
on complex sentences and meaning in discourse. These in-depth articles from leading
names in their fields cover the core concepts of sentential semantics such as tense,
modality, conditionality, propositional attitudes, scope, negation, and coordination. The
highly cited material, covers questions, imperatives, copular clauses, and existential
sentences. It also includes essential research on sentence types, and explains central
concepts in the theory of information structure and discourse structure, such as topics,
cohesion and coherence, accessibility and discourse particles.
There are more native speakers of Sino-Tibetan languages than of any other language
family in the world. Records of these languages are among the oldest for any human
language, and the amount of active research on them, both diachronic and synchronic,
has multiplied in the last few decades. This volume includes overview articles as well as
descriptions of individual languages and comments on the subgroups in which they
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occur. In addition to a number of modern languages, there are descriptions of several
ancient languages.
This volume presents a crosslinguistic survey of the current theoretical debates around
copular constructions from a generative perspective. Following an introduction to the
main questions surrounding the analysis and categorization of copulas, the chapters
address a range of key topics including the existence of more than one copular form in
certain languages, the factors determining the presence or absence of a copula, and
the morphology of copular forms. The team of expert contributors present new
theoretical proposals regarding the formal mechanisms behind the behaviour and
patterns observed in copulas in a wide range of typologically diverse languages,
including Czech, French, Korean, and languages from the Dene and Bantu families.
Their findings have implications beyond the study of copulas and shed more light on
issues such as agreement relations, the nature of grammatical categories, and nominal
predicates in syntax and semantics.
This volume contains revised and expanded versions of those papers from the 1990 Functional
Grammar Conference in Copenhagen that contributed specifically to the current investigation
of clause structure in terms of semantic layers. One of the key concepts in this discussion is
'reference'. Some papers discuss ways in which previous accounts of reference need to be
expanded and differentiated to provide a consistent picture of referential properties. The power
of layered analysis to bring out fundamental similarities between languages of very different
types is the theme of another group of papers, again with the referential properties of
constituents playing a central role. By some contributors layered analysis is challenged, and
the question is raised as to how it might fit into a dynamic and pragmatic picture of language.
The book is rounded off by a comparison between layered structure in Functional Grammar
and in Government and Binding Theory.
This volume makes important contributions to the growing body of descriptive and theoretical
studies in Arabic linguistics. It focuses on the rich linguistic work being done on Arabic dialects.
The papers on individual dialects draw attention to the micro-variation that exists, emphasize
that they do not comprise a uniform group, and reveal the implications of dialectal variation for
linguistic theory. The chapters are distributed over three parts: phonetics and phonology,
syntax, and sociolinguistics. They address first and second language acquisition, historical
linguistics, phonetics, aspects of negation, light verb constructions, raising verbs, and
sociolinguistic variation. The book is indispensable reading for those working in dialect
description, the analysis of Arabic and the Semitic languages, and linguistic theory more
generally.
A wide-ranging generative analysis of the typology of possession sentences, solving longstanding puzzles in their syntax and semantics. A major question for linguistic theory concerns
how the structure of sentences relates to their meaning. There is broad agreement in the field
that there is some regularity in the way that lexical semantics and syntax are related, so that
thematic roles (the different participant roles in an event: agent, theme, goal, etc.) are
predictably associated with particular syntactic positions. In this book, Neil Myler examines the
syntax and semantics of possession sentences, which are infamous for appearing to diverge
dramatically from this broadly regular pattern. On the one hand, Myler points out, possession
sentences have too many meanings; in any given language, the construction used to express
archetypal possessive meanings (such as personal ownership) is also often used to express
other apparently unrelated notions (body parts, kinship relations, and many others). On the
other hand, possession sentences have too many surface structures; languages differ
markedly in the argument structures used to convey the same possessive meanings. Myler
argues that recent work on the syntax-semantics interface in the generative tradition has
Page 2/8

Download Free Non Verbal Predication Copular Sentences At The Syntax
Semantics Interface Oxford Studies In Theoretical Linguistics
developed the tools needed to solve these puzzles. Examining and synthesizing ideas from the
literature and drawing on data from many languages (including some understudied Quechua
dialects), Myler presents a novel way to understand the apparent irregularity of possession
sentences while preserving explanations of general cross-linguistic regularities, offering a
unified approach to the syntax and semantics of possession sentences that can also be
integrated into a general theory of argument structure.
This book considers the syntax and semantics of non-verbal predicates (i.e., nominal,
adjectival and prepositional predicates) in copular sentences. Isabelle Roy explores how a
single structure for predication can account for the different interpretations of non-verbal
predicates. The book departs from earlier studies by arguing in favor of a ternary distinction
between defining / characterizing / situation-descriptive predicates rather than the more
common stage-level/individual distinction. The distinction is based on two semantic criteria,
namely maximality (i.e., whether the predicate describes an eventuality that has spatiotemporal properties or not) and density (i.e. whether the spatio-temporal properties are
perceived as atomic or not). The author argues in favor of a strong correlation between the
semantics properties of predicates and their internal syntactic structure. Her analysis accounts
for seemingly unrelated cross-linguistic data: the indefinite article in French, the distribution of
the two copulas 'ser'/'estar' in Spanish, and case marking on Russian predicates.
This book presents a novel account of syntactic and semantic variation in copular and
existential sentences in Classical Hebrew. Like many languages, the system of Classical
Hebrew copular sentences is quite complex, containing zero, pronominal, and verbal forms as
well as eventive and inchoative semantics. Approaching this subject from the framework of
Distributed Morphology provides an elegant and comprehensive explanation for both the
syntactic and semantic variation in these sentences. This book also presents a theoretical
model for analyzing copular sentences in other languages included related phenomena– such
as pseudo-copulas. It is also a demonstration of what can be gained by applying modern
linguistic analyses to dead languages. Citing and building off previous studies on this topic, this
book will be of interest to those interested in the theoretical examination of copular and
existential sentences and to those interested in Classical Hebrew more specifically.
This collection spans diverse themes in the syntax of Arabic, Modern Arabic dialects and
Hebrew. The original contributors are written by specialists with an eye to both broad
theoretical and conceptual issues as well as empirical detail. The editors' introduction sets in
Generative Grammar. Among the topics discussed in this collection are VSO and SVO,
cliticization and agreement, questions and the syntax of wh-movement, cognate objects,
adjectival Construct State , Though construction, Gapping, causatives, the syntax of negation
and the semantics of the Nominal sentence. It is the only collection of its kind targeting
theoretical linguists and specialists in Semitic language alike.
The Egyptian language, with its written documentation spreading from the Early Bronze Age
(Ancient Egyptian) to Christian times (Coptic), has rarely been the object of typological studies,
grammatical analysis mainly serving philological purposes. This volume offers now a detailed
analysis and a diachronic discussion of the non-verbal patterns of the Egyptian language, from
the Pyramid Texts (Earlier Egyptian) to Coptic (Later Egyptian), based on an extensive use of
data, especially for later phases. By providing a narrative contextualisation and a linguistic
glossing of all examples, it addresses the needs not only of students of Egyptian and Coptic,
but also of a linguistic readership. After an introduction into the basic typological features of
Egyptian, the main book chapters address morphology, syntax, semantics and pragmatics of
the three non-verbal sentence types documented throughout the history of this language: the
adverbial sentence, the nominal sentence and the adjectival sentence. These patterns also
appear in a variety of clausal environments and can be embedded in verbal constructions. This
book provides an ideal introduction into the study of Egyptian historical grammar and an
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indispensable companion for philological reading.

We gratefully acknowledge the financial support of COST (European Cooperation in
Science and Technology), funded by the Horizon 2020 Framework Programme of the
European Union. Current grammatical knowledge about particular sign languages is
fragmentary and of varying reliability, and it appears scattered in scientific publications
where the description is often intertwined with the analysis. In general, comprehensive
grammars are a rarity. The SignGram Blueprint is an innovative tool for the grammar
writer: a full-fledged guide to describing all components of the grammars of sign
languages in a thorough and systematic way, and with the highest scientific
standards.The work builds on the existing knowledge in Descriptive Linguistics, but also
on the insights from Theoretical Linguistics. It consists of two main parts running in
parallel: the Checklist with all the grammatical features and phenomena the grammar
writer can address, and the accompanying Manual with the relevant background
information (definitions, methodological caveats, representative examples, tests,
pointers to elicitation materials and bibliographical references). The areas covered are
Phonology, Morphology, Lexicon, Syntax and Meaning. The Manual is endowed with
hyperlinks that connect information across the work and with a pop-up glossary.The
SignGram Blueprint will be a landmark for the description of sign language grammars in
terms of quality and quantity.
In this volume Silvio Cruschina uses a comparative analysis to determine the syntax of
the functional projections associated with discourse-related features, and to account for
the marked word orders found in Romance-particularly in the fronting phenomena.
Several language-specific analyses of discourse-related phenomena have been
proposed in the literature, including studies on the notions of topic and focus in
Romance, but the lack of a uniform definition of these notions, together with different
assumptions in relation to the triggering features, has led to the perception that the
Romance languages show many distinct and heterogeneous properties with respect to
dislocation and fronting constructions. This volume is intended to complement the
existing literature by integrating recent work on the topic and by emphasizing original
and unifying reflections that combine and coordinate diverse elements. Cruschina's
investigations clarify fundamental notions such as topic, focus, and contrast, drawing on
new data from Sicilian, Sardinian, and other Romance varieties.
This book discusses existential and possessive constructions in two important, yet
under-studied, language families, Slavic and Finno-Ugric. Using data from the Slavic
languages of Polish, Belarusian and Russian, and the Finno-Ugric languages of
Finnish, Hungarian, Meadow Mari, Komi-Permiyak and Udmurt, as well as the closely
related Selkup of the Samoyedic family, the chapters in this volume analyse predicative
possession in current syntactic terms. Seeking an answer to the theoretical question of
whether BE-possessives and HAVE-possessives are just accidental values of the
'Possessive Parameter' or are intrinsically related, this book takes a comparative
approach to a whole range of syntactic and semantic phenomena that appear in these
constructions, including the definiteness restriction, genitive of negation, person/number
agreement, argument structure and extractability. The individual case studies can be
easily integrated into the Principles & Parameters framework in terms of parametric
variation. Approaches to Predicative Possession is an important contribution to our
understanding of predicative possession across languages, with findings that can be
Page 4/8

Download Free Non Verbal Predication Copular Sentences At The Syntax
Semantics Interface Oxford Studies In Theoretical Linguistics
fruitfully extended to other language families. It is an equally useful source of
information for theoretical linguists, typologists, and graduate students of linguistics.
This volume collects twenty-nine published and unpublished papers by the linguist
James Gair, considered the foremost western scholar of the Sri Lankan languages
Sinhala and Jaffna Tamil. Ranging over thirty years, his work also considers issues in a
variety of Indian languages, including Hindi, Marathi, Tamil, Malayalam, and Bengali.
The collection reflects the wide range of Gair's interests, from morpho-syntactic
questions to questions regarding historical and areal linguistics, especially language
contact and diglossia, and extending to language acquisition. By collecting these
papers and making them newly accessible, this volume will provide an important
resource not only for scholars of these languages but for linguists interested in the
theoretical issues Gair explores.
The fourth volume in the VARGReB series presents an in-depth investigation of
Lithuanian copular constructions from the viewpoint of Cognitive Grammar. Apart from
the fundamental problems of the ontology and taxonomy of copular sentences, the
author also discusses a number of more specific questions on which the Lithuanian
data, contrasted with those of English and other languages hitherto dealt with in the
literature, can shed an interesting light, such as the nature and distinctive features of
specificationals, the problem of subjecthood in this subtype of copular constructions,
the aspectual semantics of copular sentences, etc. The attention given to the
grammatical context of copular constructions and the multifarious relationships linking
them to other construction types enhances the book’s relevance to the field of
Lithuanian studies, whereas the dialogue and confrontation between the Cognitive
perspective adopted by the author and the more formal approaches hitherto applied to
the problem of copular sentences will add to its interest for the general reader.
This book studies the micro-variation in the syntax of negation of Southern Levantine,
Gulf and Standard Arabic. By including new and recently published data that support
key issues for the syntax of negation, the book challenges the standard parametric view
that negation has a fixed parametrized position in syntactic structure. It particularly
argues for a multi-locus analysis with syntactic, semantic, morphosyntactic and
diachronic implications for the various structural positions. Thus accounting for
numerous word order restrictions, semantic ambiguities and pragmatic interpretations
without complicating narrow syntax with special operations, configurations or
constraints.
Most of the papers in this volume originated as presentations at the conference Biblical
Hebrew and Rabbinic Hebrew: New Perspectives in Philology and Linguistics, which
was held at the University of Cambridge, 8–10th July, 2019. The aim of the conference
was to build bridges between various strands of research in the field of Hebrew
language studies that rarely meet, namely philologists working on Biblical Hebrew,
philologists working on Rabbinic Hebrew and theoretical linguists. This volume is the
published outcome of this initiative. It contains peer-reviewed papers in the fields of
Biblical and Rabbinic Hebrew that advance the field by the philological investigation of
primary sources and the application of cutting-edge linguistic theory. These include
contributions by established scholars and by students and early career researchers.
Crucial Readings in Functional Grammar will be an invaluable resource to anyone working in
Functional Grammar, student and scholar alike. It contains important articles that have led to
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new avenues of research in the theory beyond Dik's two-volume Functional Grammar (1997),
each concluded with a short paragraph with suggestions for further research. The book also
contains two chapters by the editors: an introduction to current Functional Grammar theory and
a researcher's guide to the hundred-plus Functional Grammar dissertations and monographs.
Crucial Readings will be of much assistance both in bringing together in one volume the
various ideas that complement Dik's canonical presentation of the theory and in the editorial
contributions that provide a comprehensive review of Functional Grammar publications.
Predicates and their Subjects is an in-depth study of the syntax-semantics interface focusing
on the structure of the subject-predicate relation. Starting from where the author's 1983
dissertation left off, the book argues that there is syntactic constraint that clauses (small and
tensed) are constructed out of a one-place unsaturated expression, the predicate, which must
be applied to a syntactic argument, its subject. The author shows that this predication relation
cannot be reduced to a thematic relation or a projection of argument structure, but must be a
purely syntactic constraint. Chapters in the book show how the syntactic predication relation is
semantically interpreted, and how the predication relation explains constraints on DP-raising
and on the distribution of pleonastics in English. The second half of the book extends the
theory of predication to cover copular constructions; it includes an account of the structure of
small clauses in Hebrew, of the use of `be' in predicative and identity sentences in English, and
concludes with a study of the meaning of the verb `be'.
This book provides a detailed study and a novel Minimalist account of copular sentences in
Russian, focusing on case marking alternations (nominative vs. instrumental) and drawing a
distinction between two types of copular sentences. On the assumption that Merge is defined
in the simplest way possible, it is argued that not all syntactic structures are a(nti)symmetrical.
One of the copular sentence types is analyzed as a poster child for symmetrical structures,
while the other type is treated as asymmetrical. The originality of this study lies in treating the
copula in the two types of copular sentences neither as completely identical nor as two distinct
lexical items; instead, the two types of copula are derived through the process of semantic
bleaching. Furthermore, it is argued that the two types of the copula need to combine with postcopular phrases of different categories. It is concluded that Russian draws a distinction
between saturated DPs and unsaturated NPs, in spite of its renowned lack of overt articles.
In 2016, the Going Romance conference series celebrated its 30th edition and the Goethe
University of Frankfurt (Germany) had the honor of organizing this.The edited volume at hand
presents a selection of 17 peer-reviewed articles, based on papers that were presented at this
occasion. The volume covers a wide variety of phenomena, ranging from morphosyntax to
prosody. Some are discussed from a synchronic perspective, others from a diachronic
perspective, or in the context of language acquisition. In addition to frequently-studied
languages such as French, Italian, Portuguese, Romanian, and Spanish, this volume features
lesser-studied varieties including Aromanian, Gallo, and Sardinian.
This is the first textbook on Functional Discourse Grammar, a recently developed theory of
language structure which analyses utterances at the pragmatic, semantic, morphosyntactic
and phonological level. It focuses principally on English and provides extensive exercises for
students to use and evaluate the theory.
This volume explores typological variation within nonverbal predication in Amazonian
languages. Using abundant data, generally from original and extensive fieldwork on underdescribed languages, it presents a far more detailed picture of nonverbal predication
constructions than previously published grammatical descriptions. On the one hand, it
addresses the fact that current typologies of nonverbal predication are less developed than
those of verbal predication; on the other, it provides a wealth of new data and analyses of
Amazonian languages, which are still poorly represented in existing typologies. Several
contributions offer historical insights, either reconstructing the sources of innovative nonverbal
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predicate constructions, or describing diachronic pathways by which constructions used for
nonverbal predication spread to other functions in the grammar. The introduction provides a
modern typological overview, and also proposes a new diachronic typology to explain how
distinct types of nonverbal predication arise.
In her descriptive grammar of Nganasan Beáta Wagner-Nagy presents a comprehensive
description of modern Nganasan, considering a number of typological aspects. Presented in a
traditional structure the grammar serves as future reference of Nganasan within the field of
Uralic studies.
This book provides an up-to-date introduction to the study of generics and pursues the
enterprise of the influential Generic Book edited by Gregory Carlson and Jeffry Pelletier, which
was published in 1995. Genericity is a key notion in the study of human cognition as it reveals
our capacity to organize our perceived reality into classes and to describe regularities. The
generic can be expressed at the level of a word or phrase (ie the potato in The Irish economy
became dependent upon the potato) or an entire sentence (eg in John smokes a cigar after
dinner, the generic aspect is a property of the expression, rather than any single word or
phrase within it). This book gathers new work from senior and young researchers to reconsider
the notion of genericity, examining the distinct contributions made by the determiner phrase
(eg the notions of kind/individual) and the verbal predicate (eg the notions of permanency,
disposition, ability, habituality, and plurality). Finally, in connection with the whole sentence, the
analytic/synthetic distinction is discussed as well as the notion of normality. The book will
appeal to both students and scholars in linguistics, philosophy and cognitive science
The volume Grammar of Duhumbi (Chugpa) is a comprehensive description of Duhumbi, the
language spoken by the Duhumbi (Chugpa, Chug Monpa) people of Dirang circle West
Kameng district, Arunachal Pradesh, India.
This book is concerned with a class of copular clauses known as specificational clauses, and
its relation to other kinds of copular structures, predicational and equative clauses in particular.
Based on evidence from Danish and English, I argue that specificational clauses involve the
same core predication structure as predicational clauses — one which combines a referential
and a predicative expression to form a minimal predicational unit — but differ in how the
predicational core is realized syntactically. Predicational copular clauses represent the
canonical realization, where the referential expression is aligned with the most prominent
syntactic position, the subject position. Specificational clauses involve an unusual alignment of
the predicative expression with subject position. I suggest that this unusual alignment is
grounded in information structure: the alignment of the less referential DP with the subject
position serves a discourse connective function by letting material that is relatively familiar in
the discourse appear before material that is relatively unfamiliar in the discourse. Equative
clauses are argued to be fundamentally different.
This is an open access title available under the terms of a CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 International
licence. It is free to read at Oxford Scholarship Online and offered as a free PDF download
from OUP and selected open access locations. This book provides the first ever large-scale
comparative treatment of there sentences (there copula NP), in over 100 Italo-Romance and
Sardinian dialects spoken in Italy. It comprises detailed discussions of focus structure,
predication and argument realization, definiteness effects, and the linking between semantics
and syntax in there sentences, advancing novel proposals in each case. The authors test
influential hypotheses on existential constructions against first-hand dialect evidence; they
argue that existential and locative there sentences differ in focus structure and semantics,
even though they display similar morphosyntactic features. The volume also provides the
historical background of Romance there sentences, relying on the findings of the analysis of a
substantial corpus of early Italo-Romance vernacular texts. Couched in the framework of Role
and Reference Grammar, the discussion fully engages with the vast available literature on
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existentials and locatives, thus being of interest to linguists of any theoretical persuasion.
Through the investigation of existentials and locatives, the volume addresses key issues in
linguistic theory, while offering an invaluable source of data for research on the Romance
languages and a model in fieldwork-based microvariational analysis.
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