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In A People’s History of the U.S. Military, historian Michael A. Bellesiles draws
from three centuries of soldiers’ personal encounters with combat—through
fascinating excerpts from letters, diaries, and memoirs, as well as audio
recordings, film, and blogs—to capture the essence of the American military
experience firsthand, from the American Revolution to the wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan. Military service can shatter and give meaning to lives; it is rarely a
neutral encounter, and has contributed to a rich outpouring of personal testimony
from the men and women who have literally placed their lives on the line. The
often dramatic and always richly textured first-person accounts collected in this
book cover a wide range of perspectives, from ardent patriots to disillusioned
cynics; barely literate farm boys to urbane college graduates; scions of founding
families to recent immigrants, enthusiasts, and dissenters; women disguising
themselves as men in order to serve their country to African Americans fighting
for their freedom through military service. A work of great relevance and
immediacy—as the nation grapples with the return of thousands of men and
women from active military duty—A People’s History of the U.S. Military will
become a major new touchstone for our understanding of American military
service.
"A landmark work...The most complete account to date of the Vietnam tragedy."
-The Washington Post Book World This monumental narrative clarifies, analyzes,
and demystifies the tragic ordeal of the Vietnam war. Free of ideological bias,
profound in its undertsanding, and compassionate in its human portrayls , it is
filled with fresh revelations drawn from secret documents and from exclusive
interviews with participants-French, American, Vietnamese, Chinese: diplomats,
military commanders, high government officials, journalists, nurses, workers, and
soldiers. Originally published a companion to the Emmy-winning PBS series,
Karnow's defining book is a precursor to Ken Burns's ten-part forthcoming
documentary series, The Vietnam War. Vietnam: A History puts events and
decisions into such sharp focus that we come to understand - and make peace
with - a convulsive epoch of our recent history. "This is history writing at its best."
-Chicago Sun-Times "Even those of us who think we know something about it will
read with fascination." -The New York Times
THIS GUT-WRENCHING FIRSTHAND ACCOUNT OF THE WAR IS A CLASSIC
IN THE ANNALS OF VIETNAM LITERATURE. "Guns up!" was the battle cry that
sent machine gunners racing forward with their M60s to mow down the enemy,
hoping that this wasn't the day they would meet their deaths. Marine Johnnie
Clark heard that the life expectancy of a machine gunner in Vietnam was seven
to ten seconds after a firefight began. Johnnie was only eighteen when he got
there, at the height of the bloody Tet Offensive at Hue, and he quickly realized
the grim statistic held a chilling truth. The Marines who fought and bled and died
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were ordinary men, many still teenagers, but the selfless bravery they showed
day after day in a nightmarish jungle war made them true heroes. This new
edition of Guns Up!, filled with photographs and updated information about those
harrowing battles, also contains the real names of these extraordinary warriors
and details of their lives after the war. The book's continuing success is a tribute
to the raw courage and sacrifice of the United States Marines.
Frances FitzGerald's landmark history of Vietnam and the Vietnam War, "A
compassionate and penetrating account of the collision of two societies that
remain untranslatable to one another." (New York Times Book Review) This
magisterial work, based on Frances FitzGerald's many years of research and
travels, takes us inside the history of Vietnam--the traditional, ancestorworshiping villages, the conflicts between Communists and anti-Communists,
Catholics and Buddhists, generals and monks, the disruption created by French
colonialism, and America's ill-fated intervention--and reveals the country as seen
through Vietnamese eyes. Originally published in 1972, FIRE IN THE LAKE was
the first history of Vietnam written by an American, and subsequently won the
Pulitzer Prize, the Bancroft Prize, and the National Book Award. With a clarity
and insight unrivaled by any author before it or since, Frances FitzGerald
illustrates how America utterly and tragically misinterpreted the realities of
Vietnam.
In this “essential” memoir, a former marine returns to Vietnam years later to try
to make sense of the war (Anthony Swofford, author of Jarhead). When William
Broyles Jr. was drafted, he was a twenty-four-year-old student at Oxford
University in England, hoping to avoid military service. During his physical exam,
however, he realized that he couldn’t let social class or education give him
special privileges. He joined the marines, and soon commanded an infantry
platoon in the foothills near Da Nang. More than a decade later, Broyles found
himself flooded with emotion during the dedication of the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial in Washington, DC. He decided to return to Vietnam and confront what
he’d been through. Broyles was one of the very first combat veterans to return to
the battlefields. No American before or since has gone so deeply into the other
side of the war: the enemy side. Broyles interviews dozens of Vietnamese, from
the generals who ran the war to the men and women who fought it. He moves
from the corridors of power in Hanoi—so low-tech that the plumbing didn’t
work—to the jungles and rice paddies where he’d fought. He meets survivors of
American B-52 strikes and My Lai, and grieves with a woman whose son was
killed by his own platoon. Along the way, Broyles also explores the deep bonds
he shared with his own comrades, and the mystery of why men love war even as
they hate it. Amidst the landscape of death, his formerly faceless enemies come
to life. They had once tried to kill each other, but they are all brothers now.
Previously published as Brothers in Arms, this edition includes a new preface by
the author.
A candid memoir of being sent to Vietnam at age nineteen, witnessing the
Page 2/13

Download Ebook Nam Sense Surviving Vietnam With The 101st Airborne
Division
carnage of Hamburger Hill, and returning to an America in turmoil. Arthur Wiknik
was a teenager from New England when he was drafted into the US Army in
1968, shipping out to Vietnam early the following year. Shortly after his arrival on
the far side of the world, he was assigned to Camp Evans near the northern
village of Phong Dien, only thirty miles from Laos and North Vietnam. On his first
jungle patrol, his squad killed a female Viet Cong who turned out to have been
the local prostitute. It was the first dead person he had ever seen. Wiknik's
account of life and death in Vietnam includes everything from heavy combat to
faking insanity to get some R & R. He was the first in his unit to reach the top of
Hamburger Hill, and between sporadic episodes of combat, he mingled with the
locals; tricked unwitting US suppliers into providing his platoon with hard-to-get
food; defied a superior and was punished with a dangerous mission; and
struggled with himself and his fellow soldiers as the antiwar movement began to
affect them. Written with honesty and sharp wit by a soldier who was featured on
a recent History Channel documentary about Vietnam, Nam Sense spares
nothing and no one in its attempt to convey what really transpired for the combat
soldier during this unpopular war. It is not about glory, mental breakdowns,
flashbacks, or self-pity. The GIs Wiknik lived and fought with during his yearlong
tour were not drug addicts or war criminals or gung-ho killers. They were there to
do their duty as they were trained, support their comrades—and get home alive.
Recipient of an Honorable Mention from the Military Writers Society of America.
“Records the memories of a war in the words of those women courageous
enough to walk into hell.”—San Francisco Chronicle A decade after America
pulled out of Vietnam, the seeds of the often heart- wrenching oral history, A
Piece of My Heart, were sown when writer and filmmaker Keith Walker met a
woman who had been an emergency room nurse in Cu Chi and Da Nang. She
and 25 others recount the time they spent "in country" as part of 15,000
American women who volunteered or served as nurses and in the military.
NOTE: This edition does not include photographs. “The emotional current never
falters.”—The New York Times Book Review
Whether he is evoking the blind carnage of the Tet offensive, the theatrics of his
fellow Americans, or the unraveling of his own illusions, Wolff brings to this work
the same uncanny eye for detail, pitiless candor and mordant wit that made This
Boy's Life a modern classic.
Vietnam No Regrets is the story of a soldier who volunteers to fight for his
country in Vietnam. He would have no idea of what he will have to go through to
leave the killing fields of Vietnam alive. You will be able to follow him from his first
step in-country until his very last day and see for yourself what life was like for
the infantry soldier in Vietnam. This story will be told through the eyes of one
individual Vietnam combat soldier, but it is a compelling story that all combat
veterans will have no trouble relating to.
"The best book to have been written about the Vietnam War" (The New York Times Book
Review); an instant classic straight from the front lines. From its terrifying opening pages to its
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final eloquent words, Dispatches makes us see, in unforgettable and unflinching detail, the
chaos and fervor of the war and the surreal insanity of life in that singular combat zone.
Michael Herr’s unsparing, unorthodox retellings of the day-to-day events in Vietnam take on
the force of poetry, rendering clarity from one of the most incomprehensible and nightmarish
events of our time. Dispatches is among the most blistering and compassionate accounts of
war in our literature.
During the Vietnam War Bao Ninh served with the Glorious 27th Youth Brigade. Of the five
hundred men who went to war with the brigade in 1969, he is one of only ten who survived.
The Sorrow of War is his autobiographical novel. Kien works in a unit that recovers soldiers'
corpses. Revisiting the sites of battles raises emotional ghosts for him and the memory of war
scenes are juxtaposed with dreams and remembrances of his childhood sweetheart. The
Sorrow of War burns the tragedy of war in our minds.
The term “friendly fire” was coined in the 1970s but the theme appears in literature from
ancient times to the present. It begins the narrative in Aeschylus’s Persians and Larry
Heinemann’s Paco’s Story. It marks the turning point in Homer’s Iliad, Virgil’s Aeneid, the
Chanson de Roland, Stephen Crane’s The Red Badge of Courage and Tim O’Brien’s Going
After Cacciato. It is the subject of transformative disclosure in Jaan Kross’s Czar’s Madman,
Ron Kovic’s Born on the Fourth of July, O’Brien’s In the Lake of the Woods and A.B.
Yehoshua’s Friendly Fire. In some stories, events propel the characters into a friendly-fire
catastrophe, as in Thomas Taylor’s A Piece of this Country and Oliver Stone’s 1986 film
Platoon. This study examines friendly fire in a broad range of literary contexts.
? "Partridge proves once again that nonfiction can be every bit as dramatic as the best fiction."*
America's war in Vietnam. In over a decade of bitter fighting, it claimed the lives of more than
58,000 American soldiers and beleaguered four US presidents. More than forty years after
America left Vietnam in defeat in 1975, the war remains controversial and divisive both in the
United States and abroad. The history of this era is complex; the cultural impact extraordinary.
But it's the personal stories of eight people—six American soldiers, one American military nurse,
and one Vietnamese refugee—that create the heartbeat of Boots on the Ground. From dense
jungles and terrifying firefights to chaotic helicopter rescues and harrowing escapes, each
individual experience reveals a different facet of the war and moves us forward in time.
Alternating with these chapters are profiles of key American leaders and events, reminding us
of all that was happening at home during the war, including peace protests, presidential
scandals, and veterans' struggles to acclimate to life after Vietnam. With more than one
hundred photographs, award-winning author Elizabeth Partridge's unflinching book captures
the intensity, frustration, and lasting impacts of one of the most tumultuous periods of
American history. *Kirkus Reviews, starred review of Marching for Freedom
Even now something is missing from the history of Vietnam. Behind the burning sense of
horror and betrayal the personal stories remain untold. No one has bothered to talk to the men
and women who went to Vietnam and fought the war. What happened to boys and girls straight
out of school who were plunged from the basketball park into the napalm jungle? Who were
they fighting for? How did conscripts and volunteers live through the war and how can they live
with the scars? Mark Baker recorded conversations with dozens of Vietnam veterans. NAM is
a unique and harrowing collection of those interviews, as raw and shocking as an open wound.
This is the story of the human cost of a war that had no survivors, only veterans.
This book may well be the most unusual document to come out of the Viet Nam war. It is the
moving story of nine American soldiers and pilots who were captured and held prisoner for five
years. It could only be told in their own words; and so the author interviewed each of the nine
men, and edited and wove their accounts together to form a single, compelling narrative of war
and survival. For three years these Americans were held in a Viet Cong jungle prison, where
they struggled against starvation- and themselves. They describe the details of their daily
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existence as the war ebbed and flowed around them: the rats, the terror of American bombing
raids, the sickness. Through juxtaposition of their individual stories we see the subtle,
destructive tensions that operate on a group of men in such desperate circumstances. Then
they marched up the Ho Chi Minh trail to Hanoi, where their physical ordeal gave way to an
agonizing moral dilemma. Should they join the "Peace Committee", a group of POW's
protesting the war? Or should they resist their captors by all possible means as ordered by the
secret American commander of the Hanoi prison? After three years in the jungle on the edge of
survival, each man had to answer the questions: Who am I? What do I believe? These nine
men form a cross section of the army we sent to Viet Nam. Their words illuminate not only their
individual background and experience, but also the meaning of the war for us all.
The International Bestseller A New York Times Editors’ Choice SelectionA Winner of the 2020
Lannan Literary Awards Fellowship "[An] absorbing, stirring novel . . . that, in more than one
sense, remedies history." —The New York Times Book Review “A triumph, a novelistic
rendition of one of the most difficult times in Vietnamese history . . . Vast in scope and intimate
in its telling . . . Moving and riveting.” —VIET THANH NGUYEN, author of The Sympathizer,
winner of the Pulitzer Prize With the epic sweep of Min Jin Lee’s Pachinko or Yaa Gyasi’s
Homegoing and the lyrical beauty of Vaddey Ratner’s In the Shadow of the Banyan, The
Mountains Sing tells an enveloping, multigenerational tale of the Tr?n family, set against the
backdrop of the Vi?t Nam War. Tr?n Di?u Lan, who was born in 1920, was forced to flee her
family farm with her six children during the Land Reform as the Communist government rose in
the North. Years later in Hà N?i, her young granddaughter, H??ng, comes of age as her
parents and uncles head off down the H? Chí Minh Trail to fight in a conflict that tore apart not
just her beloved country, but also her family. Vivid, gripping, and steeped in the language and
traditions of Vi?t Nam, The Mountains Sing brings to life the human costs of this conflict from
the point of view of the Vietnamese people themselves, while showing us the true power of
kindness and hope. The Mountains Sing is celebrated Vietnamese poet Nguy?n Phan Qu?
Mai’s first novel in English.
From Army Rangers to Green Berets to the U.S. Navy SEAL team that killed Osama bin
Laden, this book explains what makes Special Forces "special," covering the rich and varied
history of elite formations in American military history and describing their recruitment, intense
training, and equipment in depth. • Initial chapters provide an overview of all American special
purpose units • A bibliography points to additional reading and sources of information • 50
illustrations of famous leaders, uniforms, and troops in the field • A highly detailed chronology
of all known special forces activities
33 Quebec was his radio call sign. Even with two years of training, he was still green Infantry
Lieutenant on his first combat tour in Vietnam. 33 Tango was a Sergeant First Class (E7) with
nineteen and one half years of service. He was halfway through his third tour in Vietnam. He
would leave Vietnam and retire from the Army at the same time. As part of the five man Mobile
Advisory Team (MAT) 111, they formed a two-man unit operating as advisors to the local
Regional Force soldiers in the jungles and hamlets of Phuoc Long Province along the
Cambodian border during the part of the war know as Vietnamization - the withdrawal of
American forces from the war. This collection of stories describes actual events of 33 Quebec's
tour of duty. The stories present a level of detail about the various day to day operations of
Advisors not often found in books about the Vietnam war. These stories bring new insights to
an element of the Vietnam war that few people know.

The long-awaited new novel from one of America’s most highly regarded
contemporary writers, The Committed follows the unnamed Sympathizer as he
arrives in Paris in the early 1980s with his blood brother Bon. The pair try to
overcome their pasts and ensure their futures by engaging in capitalism in one of
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its purest forms: drug dealing. Traumatized by his reeducation at the hands of his
former best friend, Man, and struggling to assimilate into French culture, the
Sympathizer finds Paris both seductive and disturbing. As he falls in with a group
of left-wing intellectuals whom he meets at dinner parties given by his French
Vietnamese “aunt,” he finds stimulation for his mind but also customers for his
narcotic merchandise. But the new life he is making has perils he has not
foreseen, whether the self-torture of addiction, the authoritarianism of a state
locked in a colonial mindset, or the seeming paradox of how to reunite his two
closest friends whose worldviews put them in absolute opposition. The
Sympathizer will need all his wits, resourcefulness, and moral flexibility if he is to
prevail. Both literary thriller and novel of ideas, The Committed is a blistering
portrayal of commitment and betrayal that will cement Viet Thanh Nguyen’s
position in the firmament of American letters.
The United States in the Vietnam War, 1954-1975 is an invaluable reference
guide to the costly and controversial war the U.S. waged in Vietnam, over the
course of five presidential administrations. Focusing not only on the conflict in
Southeast Asia, but also on the tumult the war inspired on the domestic front,
Louis Peake provides an authoritative guide to the wide range of media available
on the U.S. involvement in Vietnam. From collections of art work and poetry
about the soldiering experience, to journalistic accounts of battles, and military
training films, the entries consistently provide clear and concise descriptions,
allowing the reader to easily identify the value of any particular resource. With
revised and updated annotations, and over 150 new entries, this second edition
of The United States in the Vietnam War, 1954-1975 is an invaluable reference
tool for researchers and students of the Vietnam War. Routledge Research
Guides to American Military Studies provide concise, annotated bibliographies to
the major areas and events in American military history. With the inclusion of
brief critical annotations after each entry, the student and researcher can easily
assess the utility of each bibliographic source and evaluate the abundance of
resources available with ease and efficiency. Comprehensive, concise, and
current—Routledge Research Guides to American Military Studies are an
essential research tool for any historian.
The Routledge Dictionary of Modern American Slang offers the ultimate record of
modern, post WW2 American Slang. The 25,000 entries are accompanied by
citations that authenticate the words as well as offer examples of usage from
popular literature, newspapers, magazines, movies, television shows, musical
lyrics, and Internet user groups. Etymology, cultural context, country of origin and
the date the word was first used are also provided. In terms of content, the
cultural transformations since 1945 are astounding. Television, computers, drugs,
music, unpopular wars, youth movements, changing racial sensitivities and
attitudes towards sex and sexuality are all substantial factors that have shaped
culture and language. This new edition includes over 500 new headwords
collected with citations from the last five years, a period of immense change in
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the English language, as well as revised existing entries with new dating and
citations. No term is excluded on the grounds that it might be considered
offensive as a racial, ethnic, religious, sexual or any kind of slur. This dictionary
contains many entries and citations that will, and should, offend. Rich, scholarly
and informative, The Routledge Dictionary of Modern American Slang and
Unconventional English is an indispensable resource for language researchers,
lexicographers and translators.
“The most comprehensive examination of widespread covert American actions
during the Vietnam War.”—Kirkus Reviews Code-named the Studies and
Observations Group, SOG was the most secret elite U.S. military unit to serve in
the Vietnam War—so secret its very existence was denied by the government.
Composed entirely of volunteers from such ace fighting units as the Army Green
Berets, Air Force Air Commandos, and Navy SEALs, SOG took on the most
dangerous covert assignments, in the deadliest and most forbidding theaters of
operation. Major John L. Plaster, three-tour SOG veteran, shares the gripping
exploits of these true American warriors. Here is a minute-by-minute, heartbeatby-heartbeat account of SOG’s stunning operations behind enemy
lines—penetrating heavily defended North Vietnamese military facilities, holding
off mass enemy attacks, launching daring missions to rescue downed U.S. pilots.
From sabotage to espionage to hand-to-hand combat, these are some of the
most extraordinary true stories of honor and heroism in the history of the U.S.
military.
A long ago war - still relevant today. Misunderstanding remains, and a lot is still
unknown, of the Vietnam War. The Complete Idiot's Guide® to the Vietnam War,
Second Edition provides an updated and revised guide giving readers the facts. It
assesses policies and the reasons for them, shedding light on the controversies
regarding the Vietnam War, what has been called the most complicated armed
conflict of the 20th century. It offers: ?A big-picture look at the politics, public
figures, and history of the war in Southeast Asia ?Present-tense relevance of
Vietnam to the current wars in which the United States, and the rest of the world,
is involved ?Clarification of details for those who lived through it and an
explanation for younger generations
#1 NATIONAL BESTSELLER. The definitive insider's account of American policy
making in Vietnam. "Can anyone remember a public official with the courage to
confess error and explain where he and his country went wrong? This is what
Robert McNamara does in this brave, honest, honorable, and altogether
compelling book."—Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. Written twenty years after the end of
the Vietnam War, former Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara's controversial
memoir answers the lingering questions that surround this disastrous episode in
American history. With unprecedented candor and drawing on a wealth of newly
declassified documents, McNamara reveals the fatal misassumptions behind our
involvement in Vietnam. Keenly observed and dramatically written, In Retrospect
possesses the urgency and poignancy that mark the very best histories—and the
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unsparing candor that is the trademark of the greatest personal memoirs.
Includes a preface written by McNamara for the paperback edition.
In 2014, the US marks the 50th anniversary of the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution, the
basis for the Johnson administration’s escalation of American military
involvement in Southeast Asia and war against North Vietnam. Vietnam War
Slang outlines the context behind the slang used by members of the United
States Armed Forces during the Vietnam War. Troops facing and inflicting death
display a high degree of linguistic creativity. Vietnam was the last American war
fought by an army with conscripts, and their involuntary participation in the war
added a dimension to the language. War has always been an incubator for slang;
it is brutal, and brutality demands a vocabulary to describe what we don’t
encounter in peacetime civilian life. Furthermore, such language serves to create
an intense bond between comrades in the armed forces, helping them to support
the heavy burdens of war. The troops in Vietnam faced the usual demands of
war, as well as several that were unique to Vietnam – a murky political basis for
the war, widespread corruption in the ruling government, untraditional guerilla
warfare, an unpredictable civilian population in Vietnam, and a growing lack of
popular support for the war back in the US. For all these reasons, the language
of those who fought in Vietnam was a vivid reflection of life in wartime. Vietnam
War Slang lays out the definitive record of the lexicon of Americans who fought in
the Vietnam War. Assuming no prior knowledge, it presents around 2000
headwords, with each entry divided into sections giving parts of speech,
definitions, glosses, the countries of origin, dates of earliest known citations, and
citations. It will be an essential resource for Vietnam veterans and their families,
students and readers of history, and anyone interested in the principles
underpinning the development of slang.
A portrait of the American recon platoon of the 101st Airborne Division describes
their sixty-day fight for survival during the 1968 Tet Offensive, tracing their
postwar difficulties with acclimating into a peacetime America that did not want to
hear their story.
"A magnetic, bloody, moving, and worm's-eye view of soldiering in Vietnam, an
account that is from the first page to last a wound that can never heal. A searing
gift to his country."-Kirkus Reviews The classic Vietnam war memoir, ...and a
hard rain fell is the unforgettable story of a veteran's rage and the unflinching
portrait of a young soldier's odyssey from the roads of upstate New York to the
jungles of Vietnam. Updated for its 20th anniversary with a new afterword on the
Iraq War and its parallels to Vietnam, John Ketwig's message is as relevant today
as it was twenty years ago. "Solidly effective. He describes with ingenuous
energy and authentic language that time and place."-Library Journal "Perhaps as
evocative of that awful time in Vietnam as the great fictions...a wild surreal
account, at its best as powerful as Celine's darkling writing of World War
One."-Washington Post
The Vietnam War is largely recalled as a mistake, either in the decision to engage there or in
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the nature of the engagement. Or both. Veterans of the war remain largely anonymous figures,
accomplices in the mistake. Critically recounting the steps that led to the war, this book does
not excuse the mistakes, but it brings those who served out of the shadows. Enduring Vietnam
recounts the experiences of the young Americans who fought in Vietnam and of families who
grieved those who did not return. By 1969 nearly half of the junior enlisted men who died in
Vietnam were draftees. And their median age was 21—among the non-draftees it was only 20.
The book describes the “baby boomers” growing up in the 1950s, why they went into the
military, what they thought of the war, and what it was like to serve in “Nam.” And to come
home. With a rich narrative of the Battle for “Hamburger Hill,” and through substantial
interviews with those who served, the book depicts the cruelty of this war, and its quiet acts of
courage. James Wright's Enduring Vietnam provides an important dimension to the profile of
an American generation—and a rich account of an American War.
"Jim Gillam experienced real combat in his Vietnam tour. His stunning accounts of killing and
avoiding being killed ring true. Although wounded several times, Jim did not leave the field for
treatment in a field hospital, so he never generated the paperwork for a Purple Heart or two or
three. Although he would be appalled at the thought, his attention to duty was `lifer' behavior, a
concern for the well-being of his squad that represents the best of NCO leadership in any
army."---Allan R. Millett, author of Semper Fidelis and coauthor of A War to Be Won "[Gillam]
looks back on his experiences of Vietnam not solely as a participant in the war, but also with
the critical eye of a trained historian... [He] uses an impressive array of after action reports,
duty officer logs, battlefield reports, and other primary source material, to back up and reinforce
his recollections."---Journal of Military History review by James H. Willbanks, author of The
Offensive "Gillam, a `shake and bake' sergeant, presents a good account of small unit infantry
action during the war. He is very good at explaining the weaponry, tactics, and living conditions
in the field."---James E. Westheider, author of The African-American Experience in Vietnam In
1968 James T. Gillam was a poorly focused college student at Ohio University who was
dismissed and then drafted into the Army. Unlike most African Americans who entered the
Army then, he became a sergeant and an instructor at the Fort McClellan Alabama School of
Infantry. In September 1968 he joined the First Battalion, 22nd Regiment of the 4th Infantry
Division in Vietnam. Within a month he transformed from an uncertain sergeant---who tried to
avoid combat---to an aggressive soldier, killing his first enemy and planning and executing
successful ambushes in the jungle. Gillam was a regular point man and occasional tunnel rat
who fought below ground, an arena that few people knew about until after the war ended. By
January 1970 he had earned a Combat Infantry Badge and been promoted to staff sergeant.
Then Washington's politics and military strategy took his battalion to the border of Cambodia.
Search-and-destroy missions became longer and deadlier. From January to May his unit
hunted and killed the enemy in a series of intense firefights, some of them in close combat. In
those months Gillam was shot twice and struck by shrapnel twice. He became a savage,
strangling a soldier in hand-to-hand combat inside a lightless tunnel. As his mid-summer date
to return home approached, Gillam became fiercely determined to come home alive. The
ultimate test of that determination came during the Cambodian invasion. On his last night in
Cambodia, the enemy got inside the wire of the firebase, and the killing became close range
and brutal. Gillam left the Army in June 1970, and within two weeks of his last encounter with
death, he was once again a college student and destined to become a university professor.
The nightmares and guilt about killing are gone, and so is the callous on his soul. Life and
Death in the Central Highlands is a gripping, personal account of one soldier's war in the
Vietnam War
An instant New York Times Bestseller! Longlisted for the 2019 National Book Award for Fiction,
the Carnegie Medal in Fiction, the 2019 Aspen Words Literacy Prize, and the PEN/Hemingway
Debut Novel Award Shortlisted for the 2019 Center for Fiction First Novel Prize Winner of the
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2019 New England Book Award for Fiction! Named one of the most anticipated books of 2019
by Vulture, Entertainment Weekly, Buzzfeed, Los Angeles Times, Boston Globe, Oprah.com,
Huffington Post, The A.V. Club, Nylon, The Week, The Rumpus, The Millions, The Guardian,
Publishers Weekly, and more. “A lyrical work of self-discovery that’s shockingly intimate and
insistently universal…Not so much briefly gorgeous as permanently stunning.” —Ron Charles,
The Washington Post Poet Ocean Vuong’s debut novel is a shattering portrait of a family, a
first love, and the redemptive power of storytelling On Earth We’re Briefly Gorgeous is a letter
from a son to a mother who cannot read. Written when the speaker, Little Dog, is in his late
twenties, the letter unearths a family’s history that began before he was born — a history
whose epicenter is rooted in Vietnam — and serves as a doorway into parts of his life his
mother has never known, all of it leading to an unforgettable revelation. At once a witness to
the fraught yet undeniable love between a single mother and her son, it is also a brutally
honest exploration of race, class, and masculinity. Asking questions central to our American
moment, immersed as we are in addiction, violence, and trauma, but undergirded by
compassion and tenderness, On Earth We’re Briefly Gorgeous is as much about the power of
telling one’s own story as it is about the obliterating silence of not being heard. With stunning
urgency and grace, Ocean Vuong writes of people caught between disparate worlds, and asks
how we heal and rescue one another without forsaking who we are. The question of how to
survive, and how to make of it a kind of joy, powers the most important debut novel of many
years. Named a Best Book of the Year by: GQ, Kirkus Reviews, Booklist, Library Journal,
TIME, Esquire, The Washington Post, Apple, Good Housekeeping, The New Yorker, The New
York Public Library, Elle.com, The Guardian, The A.V. Club, NPR, Lithub, Entertainment
Weekly, Vogue.com, The San Francisco Chronicle, Mother Jones, Vanity Fair, The Wall Street
Journal Magazine and more!
The basis of this book is my initial introduction into combat in Vietnam as a 1st Lieutenant with
the Vietnamese Ranger infantry. I was the Deputy Senior Advisor to the Vietnamese 52d
Ranger Battalion located at Xuan Loc, Long Kanh Province, III Corps, South Vietnam. The
book is 95 percent fact and 5 percent speculation regarding a major action the battalion fought
in June of 1967 near the Dong Ngai River, War Zone D. The action begins with a Viet Cong
(VC) soldier surrendering to U.S. elements in Long Kanh. He related that a VC company was
building a base camp near the Dong Ngai along a stream named Suoi Long. The intelligence
led the commanding general of the 18th ARVN Division to assign the task of finding and
destroying the camp to the 52d Rangers. The Rangers deployed in less than 24 hours from
initial notification to a Landing Zone approximately 2½ kilometers from the reported base
camp. The Rangers were immediately engaged and ambushed by a full strength Main Force
VC battalion backed by an entire VC regiment, which quickly engaged the trapped Rangers
that night and early morning. No U.S. support was available other than long range artillery. In
desperation, the Ranger battalion commander, the following morning at dawn, ordered a
covering assault into the attacking VC by one company to be followed by a withdrawal under
pressure of the remainder of the battalion aided by more than 72 tactical airstrikes within a 45
minute period. As I regrouped into our new perimeter at around 10 a.m., I counted a total of 32
Rangers left from an original assault force of 450. During the Christmas period in December
1967, a number of Ranger prisoners held by the VC during this action were released back to
our control as a good will gesture. During the debrief of the ex-POWs, they independently
related that they were told by their captors that the entire action was planned at the highest
level in order to trap and destroy a major South Vietnamese unit. We had no reason to doubt
the authenticity of the report and this book is based on the supposition that it is true. The
character of Hu, the informant, and his actions are real. The death of Gen Do, COSVN
commander, and the effect of the B-52 Arc Light strike with subsequent movement into Laos, is
as the former POWs related to us. The portrayal of Do and his planning briefings are
Page 10/13

Download Ebook Nam Sense Surviving Vietnam With The 101st Airborne
Division
conjecture. The remainder of the description is as I saw the action, the players, and the effects.
For this action, the 52d Ranger Battalion was awarded a second U.S. Presidential Unit
Citation, one of the very few Vietnamese units to garner two of the highest awards the U.S. can
proffer upon a military unit, U.S. or foreign.
Popular representations of the Vietnam War tend to emphasize violence, deprivation, and
trauma. By contrast, in Armed with Abundance, Meredith Lair focuses on the noncombat
experiences of U.S. soldiers in Vietnam, redrawing the landscape of the war so that swimming
pools, ice cream, visits from celebrities, and other "comforts" share the frame with combat. To
address a tenuous morale situation, military authorities, Lair reveals, wielded abundance to
insulate soldiers--and, by extension, the American public--from boredom and deprivation,
making the project of war perhaps easier and certainly more palatable. The result was dozens
of overbuilt bases in South Vietnam that grew more elaborate as the war dragged on. Relying
on memoirs, military documents, and G.I. newspapers, Lair finds that consumption and satiety,
rather than privation and sacrifice, defined most soldiers' Vietnam deployments. Abundance
quarantined the U.S. occupation force from the impoverished people it ostensibly had come to
liberate, undermining efforts to win Vietnamese "hearts and minds" and burdening veterans
with disappointment that their wartime service did not measure up to public expectations. With
an epilogue that finds a similar paradigm at work in Iraq, Armed with Abundance offers a
unique and provocative perspective on modern American warfare.
Winner of the 2016 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction Winner of the 2016 Edgar Award for Best First
Novel Winner of the 2016 Andrew Carnegie Medal for Excellence in Fiction “[A] remarkable
debut novel”—Philip Caputo, New York Times Book Review (cover review) The winner of the
Pulitzer Prize for Fiction, as well as seven other awards, The Sympathizer is one of the most
acclaimed books of the twenty-first century. With the pace and suspense of a thriller and prose
that has been compared to Graham Greene and Vladimir Nabokov, The Sympathizer is a
sweeping epic of love and betrayal. The narrator, a communist double agent, is a “man of two
minds,” a half-French, half-Vietnamese army captain who comes to America after the Fall of
Saigon, and while building a new life with other Vietnamese refugees in Los Angeles is secretly
reporting back to his communist superiors in Vietnam. The Sympathizer is a blistering
exploration of identity and America, a gripping spy novel, and a powerful story of love and
friendship.
The Setting is thirty five years ago. Sergeant Horton left Vietnam in a traumatized condition
wounded badly from intense battle in the Central Highlands of Vietnam. The Dustoff helicopter
he was on was shot up and his whole company was surrounded on the verge of annihilation.
Because of the trauma, past events about the war were shut out of his mind and he never
looked back in 35 years. He was a Shake 'N Bake squad leader dedicated to his men and he
was determined to get back home to his young bride, the bride he married 10 days before
leaving Vietnam. Since Sergeant Horton had blocked out of his memory the events of long ago
he did not know what he would find on his journey. Did he conduct himself with honor? Were
Shake 'N Bakes twerps? What happened? He had to go back and see. What is one's selfworth in life? What meaning could he find? As he traveled through time his comrades from
Vietnam appeared one by one. First, there was the Dustoff pilot who rescued him, appearing,
like a ghostly image. Then there was Jerry Louchs the hero who was a fighting machine in one
of the toughest battles of 1969. There was Sgt. White the E7 the career soldier. Young
Sergeant Horton charged the enemy bunker complex with him. It was all coming back and the
picture started to appear. Through the National Archive reports and discussions with his
comrades he connected to his past. Answers to the nagging questions of his self-worth were
appearing. Now a successful businessman he yearned to know his inner self and he knew his
past would have the answers. The trip back in time began several years ago through the
telephone and Internet, as he tried to remember the name of his wartime comrades and
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contact them. Re-establishing contact with a few buddies brought their memories alive and led
to more contacts. Soon Jerry had developed a small network of guys all helping each other
reconstruct their past. In addition Jerry had all the letters he had written home from Vietnam,
and they gave powerful thoughts and feelings of a young Sergeant, whose hope for the future
was the possibility of returning home alive. We follow Jerry though his Army training, including
Shake 'n Bake training to his last days in West Virginia. The central portion of this moving,
dramatic memoir focuses on Jerry's life in the bush, where he learns what war is and how to
survive it, gains the trust of his men, and works to keep his men alive so that when their tours
are up, they can return to the World. We see the pressures placed on the common soldier by
leaders who need enemy body counts, politicians unwilling to look at hard facts, and by a
hostile media with their own propaganda agenda. We learn about war directly from the guys in
the foxholes. Jerry writes an unforgettable mixture of vivid realism, poignant sadness and
unexpected humor. Once you begin reading The Shake 'n Bake Sergeant, you will find it hard
to put it down. As the months go by, Jerry develops a powerful foreboding that a major clash
with the NVA is inevitable, and the reader is drawn deeply into the action. The central part of
the book concludes with a replaying of the traumatic, moment by moment events that
developed into a major battle in 1969, when Sergeant Horton's company is trapped and
outnumbered by the NVA fifty to one. Jerry, with the reader looking over his shoulder, relives
his charge on the bunker complex that resulted in his wounds and eventual award of two silver
stars. But more importantly, through his acts Sergeant Horton learns that he was true to
himself and that he acted honorably on the battlefield. After he is evacuated to a field hospital,
we follow his recovery and eventual return to the World. But in every chapter, Jerry Horton
writes a mixture of insight and humor that makes the book unforgettable.
A classic work of American literature that has not stopped changing minds and lives since it
burst onto the literary scene, The Things They Carried is a ground-breaking meditation on war,
memory, imagination, and the redemptive power of storytelling. The Things They Carried
depicts the men of Alpha Company: Jimmy Cross, Henry Dobbins, Rat Kiley, Mitchell Sanders,
Norman Bowker, Kiowa, and the character Tim O’Brien, who has survived his tour in Vietnam
to become a father and writer at the age of forty-three. Taught everywhere—from high school
classrooms to graduate seminars in creative writing—it has become required reading for any
American and continues to challenge readers in their perceptions of fact and fiction, war and
peace, courage and fear and longing. The Things They Carried won France's prestigious Prix
du Meilleur Livre Etranger and the Chicago Tribune Heartland Prize; it was also a finalist for
the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Critics Circle Award.
Olongapo was an extraordinary part of our world known to millions. This tiny section of the Far
East served as playground for Vietnam. An amusement park for the American Seventh Fleet,
contractors and other service members from around the world. Rides in this park featured
people’s lives, creating impassioned experiences. Written with deepest respect for those with
their names etched into The Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall. Many who experienced joy for
the last time while in Olongapo. The Olongapo experience was a true phenomenon, a
saturation of life. During the peak of Vietnam, the area grew from a population of 40,000 in
1964 to a bulging 138,000 plus by 1969. The undisputed king of liberty ports in Asia,
Olongapo’s nightclubs bloomed from 35 to over 300. Pay by play girls increased to over 8,000
while pay by the hour hotels zoomed to more than 200. All of this amazing expansion crammed
into just over one acre of frenzy. Men who had been off the coast of Vietnam and people shore
based made up the 9 to 14 thousand visitors to the city every night of the year. Most were on
brief liberty passes after months at sea and others awaited transfer to Vietnam. The
combination created a free spending environment that poured millions of dollars into Olongapo
every month. My novel is not just for the millions who miss such a unique concentration of life,
it is for those who never knew the Olongapo experience.
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Winner of the Outstanding Academic Book, American Library Association, 1994
New York Times Bestseller: A “powerful and epic story . . . the best account of infantry combat
I have ever read” (Col. David Hackworth, author of About Face). In November 1965, some 450
men of the First Battalion, Seventh Cavalry, under the command of Lt. Col. Harold Moore,
were dropped into a small clearing in the Ia Drang Valley. They were immediately surrounded
by 2,000 North Vietnamese soldiers. Three days later, only two and a half miles away, a sister
battalion was brutally slaughtered. Together, these actions at the landing zones X-Ray and
Albany constituted one of the most savage and significant battles of the Vietnam War. They
were the first major engagements between the US Army and the People’s Army of Vietnam.
How these Americans persevered—sacrificing themselves for their comrades and never giving
up—creates a vivid portrait of war at its most devastating and inspiring. Lt. Gen. Moore and
Joseph L. Galloway—the only journalist on the ground throughout the fighting—interviewed
hundreds of men who fought in the battle, including the North Vietnamese commanders. Their
poignant account rises above the ordeal it chronicles to depict men facing the ultimate
challenge, dealing with it in ways they would have once found unimaginable. It reveals to us,
as rarely before, man’s most heroic and horrendous endeavor.
Nam SenseSurviving Vietnam with the 101st Airborne DivisionCasemate
For some, Hill 488 was just another landmark in the jungles of Vietnam. For the eighteen men
of Charlie Company, it was a last stand. This is the stirring combat memoir written by Ray
Hildreth, one of the unit's survivors. On June 13, 1966, men of the 1st Recon Battalion, 1st
Marine Division were stationed on Hill 488. Before the week was over, they would fight the
battle that would make them the most highly decorated small unit in the entire history of the
U.S. military, winning a Congressional Medal of Honor, four Navy Crosses, thirteen Silver
Stars, and eighteen Purple Hearts -- some of them posthumously. During the early evening of
June 15, a battalion of hardened North Vietnamese regulars and Viet Cong -- outnumbering
the Americans 25-to-1 -- threw everything they had at the sixteen Marines and two Navy
corpsmen for the rest of that terror-filled night. Every man who held the hill was either killed or
wounded defending the ground with unbelievable courage and unflagging determination -even as reinforcements were on the way. All they had to do was make it until dawn....
Through a series of poems, a young girl chronicles the life-changing year of 1975, when she,
her mother, and her brothers leave Vietnam and resettle in Alabama.
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