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The Methuen Drama Book of New American Plays is an anthology of six
outstanding plays from some of the most exciting playwrights currently receiving
critical acclaim in the States. It showcases work produced at a number of the
leading theatres during the last decade and charts something of the extraordinary
range of current playwriting in America. It will be invaluable not only to readers
and theatergoers in the U.S., but to those around the world seeking out new
American plays and an insight into how U.S. playwrights are engaging with their
current social and political environment. There is a rich collection of distinctive,
diverse voices at work in the contemporary American theatre and this brings
together six of the best, with work by David Adjmi, Marcus Gardley, Young Jean
Lee, Katori Hall, Christopher Shinn and Dan LeFranc. The featured plays range
from the intimate to the epic, the personal to the national and taken together
explore a variety of cultural perspectives on life in America. The first play, David
Adjmi's Stunning, is an excavation of ruptured identity set in modern day
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Midwood, Brooklyn, in the heart of the insular Syrian-Jewish community; Marcus
Gardley's lyrical epic The Road Weeps, The Well Runs Dry deals with the
migration of Black Seminoles, is set in mid-1800s Oklahoma and speaks directly
to modern spirituality, relocation and cultural history; Young Jean Lee's Pullman,
WA deals with self-hatred and the self-help culture in her formally inventive threecharacter play; Katori Hall's Hurt Village uses the real housing project of "Hurt
Village" as a potent allegory for urban neglect set against the backdrop of the
Iraq war; Christopher Shinn's Dying City melds the personal and political in a
theatrical crucible that cracks open our response to 9/11 and Abu Graib, and
finally Dan LeFranc's The Big Meal, an inter-generational play spanning eighty
years, is set in the mid-west in a generic restaurant and considers family legacy
and how some of the smallest events in life turn out to be the most significant.
Text for students of modern drama includes plays by Ibsen, Shaw, Chekhov,
Pirandello, Miller, and Frings
This collection of 31 American and international plays offers a truly global
perspective of the drama and theater that has been produced during the past 150
years. In addition to essential plays from the West's modern canon, this
anthology offers a richly varied selection of plays from regions underrepresented
in other texts, such as Asia, Africa, Latin America, and the Caribbean. The book's
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pedagogical features all work together to provide students with the historical and
cultural background they need to read plays into context. Accessible, interesting,
and inclusive, the broad range of plays in this anthology will inspire, intrigue, and
provoke readers to understand more deeply the literary and production history of
modern and contemporary drama. One reviewer says, The coverage is great: in
terms of geography, gender, race, aesthetics, and cultural issues, the editors
have selected plays that are recognized for their importance within an ongoing
narrative history of world drama. I've seen no other anthology like this on the
market. Matthew Roudan, Georgia State University
Recent performances of early modern plays are analysed in essays by
practitioners and academics, featuring critical, pedagogical and practical
approaches.
Works by Brecht, Beckett, Genet, Pinter, Ionesco, and others explore the search
for spiritual meaning in the modern world
A reference book which indexes all the characters who appear in English drama
from 1500 to 1660.
The Routledge Anthology of Early Modern Drama is the first new collection of the
drama of Shakespeare’s contemporaries in over a century. This volume
comprises seventeen accessible, thoroughly glossed, modernized play-texts,
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intermingling a wide range of unfamiliar works—including the anonymous Look
About You, Massinger’s The Picture, Heminge’s The Fatal Contract,
Heywood’s The Four Prentices of London, and Greene’s James IV—with more
familiar works such as Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus, Webster’s The Duchess of
Malfi, and Middleton’s Women Beware Women. Each play is edited by a
different leading scholar in the field of early modern studies, bringing specific
expertise and context to the chosen play-text. With an unprecedented variety of
plays, and critical introductions that focus on the diversity and strangeness of
different early modern approaches to the artistic and commercial enterprise of
play-making, The Routledge Anthology of Early Modern Drama will offer vital new
perspectives on early modern drama for scholars, students, and performers alike.
Covering the period 1879 to 1959, and taking in everything from Ibsen to Beckett, this book is
volume one of a two-part comprehensive examination of the plays, dramatists, and movements
that comprise modern world drama. Contains detailed analysis of plays and playwrights,
connecting themes and offering original interpretations Includes coverage of non-English works
and traditions to create a global view of modern drama Considers the influence of modernism
in art, music, literature, architecture, society, and politics on the formation of modern dramatic
literature Takes an interpretative and analytical approach to modern dramatic texts rather than
focusing on production history Includes coverage of the ways in which staging practices,
design concepts, and acting styles informed the construction of the dramas
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In this essay collection, the contributors contend that academic drama represents an important,
but heretofore understudied, site of cultural production in early modern England. Focusing on
plays that were written and performed in academic environments such as Oxford University,
Cambridge University, grammar schools, and the Inns of Court, the scholars investigate how
those plays strive to give dramatic coherence to issues of religion, politics, gender, pedagogy,
education, and economics. Of particular significance are the shifting political and religious
contentions that so frequently shaped both the cultural questions addressed by the plays, and
the sorts of dramatic stories that were most conducive to the exploration of such questions.
The volume argues that the writing and performance of academic drama constitute important
moments in the history of education and the theater because, in these plays, narrative is
consciously put to work as both a representation of, and an exercise in, knowledge formation.
The plays discussed speak to numerous segments of early modern culture, including the
relationship between the academy and the state, the tensions between humanism and
religious reform, the successes and failures of the humanist program, the social profits and
economic liabilities of formal education, and the increasing involvement of universities in the
commercial market, among other issues.
It is time to change the way we talk about writing in theater. This book offers a new argument
that reimagines modern theater's critical power and places innovative writing at the heart of the
experimental stage. While performance studies, German Theaterwissenschaft, and even textbased drama studies have commonly envisioned theatrical performance as something that
must operate beyond the limits of the textual imagination, this book shows how a series of
writers have actively shaped new conceptions of theater's radical potential. Engaging with a
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range of theorists, including Theodor Adorno, Jarcho reveals a modern tradition of 'negative
theatrics,' whose artists undermine the here and now of performance in order to challenge the
value and the power of the existing world. This vision emerges through surprising new
readings of modernist classics - by Henry James, Gertrude Stein, and Samuel Beckett - as well
as contemporary American works by Suzan-Lori Parks, Elevator Repair Service, and Mac
Wellman.
In a new edition of this now-classic work, Robert Brustein argues that the roots of the modern
theatre may be found in the soil of rebellion cultivated by eight outstanding playwrights: Ibsen,
Strindberg, Chekhov, Shaw, Brecht, Pirandello, O'Neill, and Genet. Focusing on each of them
in turn, Mr. Brustein considers the nature of their revolt, the methods employed in their plays,
their influences on the modern drama, and the playwrights themselves. "One of the standard
and decisive books on the modern theater.... It shows us the men behind the works,... what
they wanted to write about and the private hell within each of them which led to the enduring
works we continue to treasure."—New York Times Book Review. "The best single collection of
essays I know of on modern drama... remarkably fine and sensitive pieces of criticism.
"—Alvin,Kernan, Yale Review.
This book is the first to examine age across the modern and contemporary dramatic canon,
from Arthur Miller and Tennessee Williams to Paula Vogel and Doug Wright. All ages across
the life course are interpreted as performance and performative both on page and on stage,
including professional productions and senior-theatre groups. The common admonition "act
your age" provides the springboard for this study, which rests on the premise that age is
performative in nature, and that issues of age and performance crystallize in the theatre.
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Dramatic conventions include characters who change ages from one moment to the next,
overtly demonstrating on stage the reiterated actions that create a performative illusion of
stable age. Moreover, directors regularly cast actors in these plays against their chronological
ages. Lipscomb contends that while the plays reflect varying attitudes toward performing age,
as a whole they reveal a longing for an ageless self, a desire to present a consistent, unified
identity. The works mirror prevailing social perceptions of the aging process as well as the
tension between chronological age, physiological age, and cultural constructions of age.
Feminism In Modern English Drama Explores The Emergence Of The New Woman In The
Plays Of Bernard Shaw, Galsworthy And Granville Barker And How Their Dominating Role
Revolutionized The Modern Drama. The Emphasis Shifted From The Male Protagonist To The
Unwomanly Woman Who Is Shown More As A Product Of Social, Economic And Political
Interactions Than Individual Creation.The Focus Is On The Early And Middle Plays Of Bernard
Shaw And The Influence Of Ibsen S Plays Has Been Given Their Rightful Place. Most Of Shaw
S Major Plays From Widowers Houses To Pygmalion, Come Under The Purview Of The Book,
While The Plays Of Contemporaries Like Pinero, Jones And Oscar Wilde Have Been
Discussed To Highlight The Contrast.More Interesting Are The Unknown Assertive Heroines
Of Galsworthy S Middle And Late Plays From The Eldest Son And The Fugitive To The Skin
Game. His Women Characters Remain In Oblivion Because Hardly Any Scholar Has Bothered
To Study Them. Though Granville Barker Is Well-Known As A Critic And Director Of
Shakespeare S Plays, His Own Plays With The New Woman As Heroine Still Remain Little
Known In The Academic Circle. In The Conclusion The Bearing Of This Early Feminism Is
Shown On The Feminist Playwrights Like Caryl Churchill, Pam Gems Et Al. Of The 1980S.It Is
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Hoped That The Present Book Will Prove An Asset To Those Who Have Keen Interest In
English Drama. In Addition, The Students, Researchers And Teachers Of English Literature
Will Find It An Ideal Reference Book.
This agenda-setting volume on travel and drama in early modern England provides new
insights into Renaissance stage practice, performance history, and theatre's transnational
exchanges. It advances our understanding of theatre history, drama's generic conventions, and
what constitutes plays about travel at a time when the professional theatre was rapidly
developing and England was attempting to announce its presence within a global economy.
Recent critical studies have shown that the reach of early modern travel was global in scope,
and its cultural consequences more important than narratives that are dominated by the
Atlantic world suggest. This collection of essays by world-leading scholars redefines the field
by expanding the canon of recognized plays concerned with travel. Re-assessing the
parameters of the genre, the chapters offer fresh perspectives on how these plays
communicated with their audiences and readers.
Exploring the relationship between dramatic language and its theatrical aspects, Reading
Modern Drama provides an accessible entry point for general readers and academics into the
world of contemporary theatre scholarship. This collection promotes the use of diverse
perspectives and critical methods to explore the common theme of language as well as the
continued relevance of modern drama in our lives. Reading Modern Drama offers provocative
close readings of both canonical and lesser-known plays, from Hedda Gabler to e.e.
cummings' Him. Taken together, these essays enter into an ongoing, fruitful debate about the
terms 'modern' and 'drama' and build a much-needed bridge between literary studies and
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performance studies.
Theatre, like other subjects in the humanities, has recently undergone quintessential changes
in theory, approach, and research. Modern Drama – a collection of twelve essays from leading
theatre and drama scholars – investigates the contemporary meanings and the cultural and
political resonances of the terms inherent in the concepts of 'modern' and 'drama,' delving into
a range of theoretical questions on the history of modernism, modernity, postmodernism, and
postmodernity as they have intersected with the shifting histories of drama, theatre, and
performance. Using incisive analyses of both modern and postmodern plays, the contributors
examine varied topics such as the analysis of periodicity; the articulation of social, political, and
cultural production in theatre; the re-evaluation of texts, performances, and canons; and
demonstrations of how interdisciplinarity inflects theatre and its practice. Including work by SueEllen Case, Elin Diamond, Harry J. Elam Jr, Alan Filewod, Erika Fischer-Lichte, Stanton B.
Garner Jr, Shannon Jackson, Loren Kruger, Josephine Lee, David Savran, Michael Sidnell,
and Ann Wilson, the collection highlights the importance of continuing to investigate not only
critical texts but also the terms of the debate themselves. Incorporating both drama history and
modern studies, this compilation will be an invaluable work to all scholars of theatre and
drama, and as well as those students of the humanities and modernism.
This collection of original essays honors the groundbreaking scholarship of Jean E. Howard by
exploring cultural and economic constructions of affect in the early modern theater. While
historicist and materialist inquiry has dominated early modern theater studies in recent years,
the historically specific dimensions of affect and emotion remain underexplored. This volume
brings together these lines of inquiry for the first time, exploring the critical turn to affect in
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literary studies from a historicist perspective to demonstrate how the early modern theater
showcased the productive interconnections between historical contingencies and affective
attachments. Considering well-known plays such as Shakespeare’s Antony and Cleopatra and
Thomas Dekker’s The Shoemaker’s Holiday together with understudied texts such as court
entertainments, and examining topics ranging from dramatic celebrity to women’s political
agency to the parental emotion of grief, this volume provides a fresh and at times provocative
assessment of the "historical affects"—financial, emotional, and socio-political—that transformed
Renaissance theater. Instead of treating history and affect as mutually exclusive theoretical or
philosophical contexts, the essays in this volume ask readers to consider how drama emplaces
the most personal, unspeakable passions in matrices defined in part by financial exchange, by
erotic desire, by gender, by the material body, and by theatricality itself. As it encourages this
conversation to take place, the collection provides scholars and students alike with a series of
new perspectives, not only on the plays, emotions, and histories discussed in its pages, but
also on broader shifts and pressures animating literary studies today.
This critical exploration of modern drama begins with Büchner and Ibsen and then discusses
the major playwrights who have shaped modern theater. A new introduction by the author
assesses developments of recent years.
Using examples ranging from nineteenth-century Viennese comedy to Friedrich Dürrenmatt's
atomic-age theater, Benjamin Bennett explores what is at stake in the theory of drama; what
sort of questioning makes up that theory; and in what direction such questioning leads. Bennett
takes as his starting point the inescapably literary nature of theater in the European tradition,
theater in its most concrete dimensions: as an institution, as a tradition of ritual or stylized
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behavior, as a particular type of physical space, as an economic venture. He maintains that,
precisely because of its radical categorical disjunction from the domain of the literary, theater in
the European tradition has been appropriated as the principal vehicle by which literature
repeatedly problematizes itself. Theater, he says, is "the church of literature." Although he is
concerned with drama as a literary type, therefore, Bennett does not treat the theory of drama
as part of the theory of literature. For the special relation of drama to literature calls into
question the whole idea of literary theory as a stable discourse divisible into parts. Bennett
considers plays by Nestroy, Schnitzler, Ibsen, Strindberg, Brecht, Ionesco, Genet, Pirandello,
Artaud, and Dürrenmatt. He focuses on such theoretical issues as the idea of generic
boundaries; the relation between drama and the culture of reading; the relevance between
drama and the culture of reading; the relevance of hermeneutic and semiotic views of literature
to drama; and the operation of fascism as a literary phenomenon. In conclusion, he frames a
problem that his readings have brought to light: at least two separate historical accounts of
modern drama are necessary—theories that imply each other, yet remain irreconcilable.
The first book-length study of the notion of place and its implications in modern drama
The Routledge Drama Anthology is an original compilation of works from key movements in
the history of the modern theatre, from the late nineteenth to the early twenty-first century. This
expanded new edition now features twenty new plays and essays. The anthology spans:
Naturalism and Symbolism The Historical Avant-Garde Political Theatres Late Modernism
Contemporary Theatre and Performance Each of the book's five sections comprises a
selection of plays and performance texts that define the period, reproduced in full and
accompanied by key theoretical writings from performers, playwrights and critics that inform
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and contextualize their reading. Substantial introductions from experts in the field also provide
these sections with an overview of the works and their significance. This textbook provides an
unprecedented collection of comprehensive resource materials that will facilitate in-depth
critical analysis. It enables a dialogue between playwrights and performance practitioners on
one hand, and on the other, critics and theorists such as Roland Barthes, Jean Baudrillard,
Walter Benjamin, Andre Breton, Martin Esslin, Michael Kirby, Hans Thies Lehmann, Jacques
Ranciere and Theodor Adorno.

The history of drama is typically viewed as a series of inert "styles." Tracing
British and American stage drama from the 1880s onward, W. B. Worthen
instead sees drama as the interplay of text, stage production, and audience. How
are audiences manipulated? What makes drama meaningful? Worthen identifies
three rhetorical strategies that distinguish an O'Neill play from a Yeats, or these
two from a Brecht. Where realistic theater relies on the "natural" qualities of the
stage scene, poetic theater uses the poet's word, the text, to control
performance. Modern political theater, by contrast, openly places the audience at
the center of its rhetorical designs, and the drama of the postwar period is shown
to develop a range of post-Brechtian practices that make the audience the
subject of the play. Worthen's book deserves the attention of any literary critic or
serious theatergoer interested in the relationship between modern drama and the
spectator.
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Marlene thinks the eighties are going to be stupendous. Her sister Joyce has her
doubts. Her daughter Angie is just frightened. Since its premiere in 1982, Top
Girls has become a seminal play of the modern theatre. Set during a period of
British politics dominated by the presence of the newly elected Prime Minister
Margaret Thatcher, Churchill's play prompts us to question our notions of
women's success and solidarity. Its sharp look at the society and politics of the
1980s is combined with a timeless examination of women's choices and
restrictions regarding career and family. This new Student Edition features an
introduction by Sophie Bush, Senior Lecturer at Sheffield Hallam University, UK
prepared with the contemporary student in mind. METHUEN DRAMA STUDENT
EDITIONS are expertly annotated texts of a wide range of plays from the modern
and classic repertoires. A well as the complete text of the play itself, this volume
contains: · A chronology of the play and the playwright's life and work · an
introductory discussion of the social, political, cultural and economic context in
which the play was originally conceived and created · a succinct overview of the
creation processes followed and subsequent performance history of the piece ·
an analysis of, and commentary on, some of the major themes and specific
issues addressed by the text · a bibliography of suggested primary and
secondary materials for further study.
Page 13/19

Bookmark File PDF Modern Drama Plays Of The 80s And 90s Top Girls
Hysteria Blasted Shopping Fing The Beauty Queen Of Leenane Play
Anthologies
Collection of six plays by various writers.
Starting from the assumption that all theater is at least implicitly participatory,
Professor Whitaker approaches thirteen plays, from Ibsen's Rosmersholm to
Beckett's Endgame and Stoppard's Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead. He
asks the reader to commit himself to a variety of points of view—those of
witnesses, actors, directors, and characters—as a series of "critical fictions" lead
him toward the experience of each play in performance. The author supplies
detailed readings of the plays in various modes. The styles of the chapters vary
according to the issues dominant in the plays discussed, and the reader
experiences simultaneously a sense of approaching the meaning of performance
and of gaining a deeper understanding of the play through a subtle and allusive
commentary. Originally published in 1977. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the
latest print-on-demand technology to again make available previously out-of-print
books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting
them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton
Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in
the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its
founding in 1905.
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Modern Drama by Women 1880s-1930s offers the first direct evidence that
women playwrights helped create the movement known as Modern Drama. It
contains twelve plays by women from the Americas, Europe and Asia, spanning
a national and stylistic range from Swedish realism to Russian symbolism. Six of
these plays are appearing in their first English-language translation. Playwrights
include: * Anne-Charlotte Leffler Edgren (Sweden) * Amelai Pincherle Rosselli
(Italy) * Elsa Berstein (Germany) * Elizabeth Robins (Britain) * Marie Leneru
(France) * Alfonsina Storni (Argentina) * Hella Wuolijoki (Finland) * Hasegawa
Shigure (Japan) * Rachilde (France) * Zinaida Gippius (Russia) * Djuna Barnes
(USA) * Marita Bonner (USA) This groundbreaking anthology explodes the
traditional canon. In these plays, the New Woman represents herself and her
crises in all of the styles and genres available to the modern dramatist.
Unprecedented in diversity and scope, it is a collection which no scholar, student
or lover of modern drama can afford to miss.
Examining the work of the Elizabethan playwright, Robert Greene, this book
argues that Greene's plays are innovative in their use of spectacle. Its most
striking feature is the use of the one-to-one analogies between Greene's drama
and modern cinema, in order to explore the plays' stage effects.
Drama in Medieval and Early Modern Europe moves away from the customary
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conceptual framework that artificially separates ‘medieval’ from ‘early modern’
drama to explore the role of drama and spectacle in England, France, the Low
Countries, Spain, Italy, Switzerland, and the German-speaking areas that now
constitute Austria and Germany. This book investigates the ranges of dramatic
and performative techniques and strategies that playmakers across Europe used
to adapt their work to the changing contexts in which they performed, and to the
changing or expanding audiences that they faced. It considers the different views
expressed through drama and spectacle on shared historical events, how
communities coped with similar issues and why they ritually recycled these
themes through reinvented or alternative forms that replaced or existed alongside
their predecessors. A wide variety of genres of play are discussed throughout,
including visitatio sepulchri (visit to the tomb) plays; Easter and Passion plays
and morality plays; the French civic mystère; Italian sacre rappresentazioni
performed by choirboys in the context of the church; Bürgertheater from the
Swiss Confederacy; drama performed for the purpose of royal entertainment and
propaganda; May and summer games; and the commercial, professional theatre
of Shakespeare and Lope de Vega. Examining the strength of drama in relation
to the larger cultural forces to which it adapted, and demonstrating the use of
social, political, economic, and artistic networks to educate and support the social
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structures of communities, Drama in Medieval and Early Modern Europe offers a
broader understanding of a shared European past across the traditional
chronological divide of 1500. It is ideal for students of social history, and the
history of medieval and early modern drama or literature.
Through a study of the work of eight modern dramatists from Ibsen to Genet, the
author traces the origin and development of dramatic rebellion
A study into the way in which modern dramatic printed texts relate to their
performance.
Modern Drama: Plays of the '80s and '90sTop Girls; Hysteria; Blasted; Shopping
& F***ing; The Beauty Queen of LeenaneMethuen Drama
This new series brings together some of the best new writing from contemporary
American playwrights. Volume One is introduced by Andre Bishop, Artistic
Director of the Lincoln CenterTheater, the most prestigious theatre in the USA.
Each play is introduced by critically acclaimed writers themselves. The volume
includes: KIN by Bathsheba Doran, (with an introduction by Chris Durang) Kin
sheds a sharp light on the changing face of kinship in the expansive landscape of
the modern world. 'Simply terrific. Perhaps the finest new play of the season.
Funny andaudacious, haunting, and exquisitely wrought.' Charles Isherwood,
New York Times MIDDLETOWN by Will Eno (with an introduction by Gordon
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Lish) Middletown was awarded the prestigious Horton Foote Prize for Promising
New American Play in 2010. 'Middletown glimmers from start to finish with tart,
funny, gorgeous little comments on big things: the need for love and forgiveness,
the search for meaning in life, the long, lonely ache of disappointment.' Charles
Isherwood, New York Times COMPLETENESS by Itamar Moses (with an
introduction by Doug Wright) Completeness is a 21st-century romantic comedy
about the timeless confusions of love. 'A funny, ridiculously smart new play. I
haven't seen another play recentlythat so perfectly captured love – hot-blooded,
fearless, fi ckle – at this stagein life. I was left with nothing but admiration.'
Jeremy Gerard, Bloomberg News GOD'S EAR by Jenny Schwartz (with an
introduction by Edward Albee) 'This ode to love, loss and the routines of life has
the economy and drywit of a Sondheim love song ... Schwartz is a real talent and
she is trying something ambitious ... In [her] very modern way, [she is] making a
rather old-fashioned case for the power of the written word.' Jason Zinoman, New
York Times
Yeats, O'Casey, Anouilh and Ionesco are among the distinguished playwrights
represented
An anthology bringing together some of the most importnat and controvesial
plays from the last twenty years.
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