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There are plenty of MCQ books around but most combine mainstream subjects
such as gastroenterology and renal medicine, which most Senior House Officers
find relatively straightforward. Few MCQ books, however, focus on the subjects
that many candidates find difficult those in which they are least likely to have had
good clinical experience. Infectious disease, haematology and clinical chemistry
are three such subjects. Candidates feel uneasy about tackling MCQs in these
areas, and these questions often become the deciders leading to success or
failure. This new book from Galvani et al contains 150 five-part MCQs with full
answers and explanations, for these three difficult areas.
Hematology Board Review: Blueprint Study Guide and Q&A is a concise, outlinebased study guide covering all topics that appear on the Hematology Certification
Exam. The book includes all topics listed in the American Board of Internal
Medicine (ABIM) blueprint as essential material for the exam and highlights topic
areas that are often found on the test. For hematology and oncology fellows as
well as practicing clinicians needing a refresher before taking MOC, this handy
study guide provides succinct overviews of all blood disorders, syndromes and
diseases with practice questions on the go. Each disorder or disease-based
chapter provides the same structure for ease of use beginning with the
epidemiology, and followed by the etiology and risk factors, signs and symptoms,
diagnostic criteria, indications for treatment, prognostic factors, treatment
recommendations, and special considerations. The authors provide the most
accurate and up-to-date information, including well-established treatment
regimens for a variety of blood disorders, including iron disorders, bone marrow
failure syndromes, platelet and megakaryocytic disorders, hemostasis,
thrombosis, and hematologic malignancies. Later chapters review other major
subspecialty areas found on the exam including transfusion medicine and
hematopoietic cell transplantation. With 200 board-style questions and answers
with detailed rationales, Hematology Board Review is the go-to, quick review for
any trainee preparing for initial certification and for hematologists or oncologists
preparing for recertification. Key Features: Includes 200 board-style questions
and answers with rationales Provides key point summaries of each topic area for
quick study and easy recall Thorough coverage of hematologic malignancies,
blood disorders, transfusion medicine, hematopoietic cell transplantation, and
standard treatment regimens Tables providing key data and information related
to staging, treatment options, and disease classifications
The aim of this Self-Assessment Program is to provide a comprehensive, yet
concise overview of the dynamic and rapidly evolving disciplines of adult and
pediatric hematology. It is intended for Fellows in training, both as a review and
as a resource to prepare for Subspecialty Board Certification. It will also be an
ideal reference for the practicing hematologist as an update in the discipline, for
acquisition of continuing medical education credit, and for recertification board
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preparation. The format includes both pediatric and adult perspectives, with
introductory chapters on the molecular and cellular biology foundations of
hematology. The major benign and neoplastic disorders as well as stem cell
transplantation, transfusion medicine and laboratory haematology are
represented in subsequent chapters. A section on consultative haematology
synthesizes and integrates the management of patients with blood disorders.
Case vignettes within the chapters serve to focus the discussion on issues and
applications in clinical practice. Core knowledge is well represented, and every
effort has been made to identify recent advances and promising areas of ongoing
clinical and basic research. Over 200 case-based, multiple-choice questions with
detailed critiques are provided for CME credit and board preparation. An
accompanying website provides links to Blood, The ASH Education Program
Books and the ASH Image Bank. Special prices are available for members and
trainees. The Self-Assessment Program is offered to American Society of
Hematology members for US$250 and trainees for US$200. Those eligible for
discount prices must contact customer service at 800-216-2522 or
orders@aidcvt.com to order.
For those preparing for certification or recertification in hematology or oncology,
Hoffman and Abeloff's Hematology-Oncology Review is a single-volume source
of authoritative, up-to-date exam preparation. This unique question and answer
review helps you succeed on today’s board exams with more than 1,000 boardstyle questions, answers, and rationales; comprehensive coverage of essential
exam topics, and online practice tests. Includes 1,000+ board-style questions
with answers and rationales explaining both correct and incorrect answers.
Covers a broad range of topics compiled by experts in hematology and oncology,
including cancer biology and genomics, immunotherapy, hematologic
malignancies, solid tumor malignancies, non-malignant hematology, and
supportive care. Uniquely designed as both a standalone review and a study
companion to Abeloff’s Clinical Oncology and Hematology: Basic Principles and
Practice.
NOTE: This loose-leaf, three-hole punched version of the textbook gives you the
flexibility to take only what you need to class and add your own notes - all at an
affordable price. For loose-leaf editions that include MyLab(tm)or Mastering(tm),
several versions may exist for each title and registrations are not transferable.
You may need a Course ID, provided by your instructor, to register for and use
MyLab or Mastering products. For courses in hematology and coagulation.
Comprehensive survey of laboratory hematology, for both MLT and MLS
students Clinical Laboratory Hematology balances theory and practical
applications in a way that is engaging and useful to medical laboratory technician
and science (MLT/MLS) students, at all levels. Detailed technical information
combined with a running, realistic case study provide ample opportunities to
analyze and synthesize information, answer questions and solve problems, and
consider real-world applications. The 4th edition has been thoroughly updated
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with the latest advances in laboratory medicine and with updated content on iron
metabolism and myelodysplastic syndromes. Clinical Laboratory Hematology ,
4th Edition, is also available via Revel(tm) , an interactive learning environment
that enables students to read, practice, and study in one continuous experience.
Paediatrics at a Glance provides an introduction to paediatrics and the problems
encountered in child health as they present in primary, community and secondary
care, from birth through to adolescence. Thoroughly updated to reflect changes
in understanding of childhood illness over the last 5 years, the 4th edition of this
best-selling textbook diagrammatically summarises the main differential
diagnoses for each presenting symptom, while accompanying text covers
important disorders and conditions as well as management information.
Paediatrics at a Glance: • Is an accessible, user-friendly guide to the entire
paediatric curriculum • Features expanded coverage of psychological issues and
ethics in child health • Includes more on advances in genetics, screening and
therapy of childhood illness • Contains new videos of procedures and concepts
on the companion website • Includes a brand new chapter on Palliative Care - an
emerging area in the specialty • Features full colour artwork throughout •
Includes a companion website at www.ataglanceseries.com/paediatrics featuring
interactive self-assessment case studies, MCQs, videos of the procedures and
concepts covered in the book, and links to online resources Paediatrics at a
Glance is the ideal companion for anyone about to start a paediatric attachment
or module and will appeal to medical students, junior doctors and GP trainees as
well as nursing students and other health professionals.
This book provides 300 hematology MCQs divided into three practice papers.
Correct answers follow, accompanied by short referenced notes drawing from
recent important journal articles, major critical care textbooks and selected
internet resources.
Make sure you are thoroughly prepared to work in a clinical lab. Rodak’s
Hematology: Clinical Principles and Applications, 6th Edition uses hundreds of
full-color photomicrographs to help you understand the essentials of hematology.
This new edition shows how to accurately identify cells, simplifies hemostasis
and thrombosis concepts, and covers normal hematopoiesis through diseases of
erythroid, myeloid, lymphoid, and megakaryocytic origins. Easy to follow and
understand, this book also covers key topics including: working in a hematology
lab; complementary testing areas such as flow cytometry, cytogenetics, and
molecular diagnostics; the parts and functions of the cell; and laboratory testing
of blood cells and body fluid cells. UPDATED nearly 700 full-color illustrations
and photomicrographs make it easier for you to visualize hematology concepts
and show what you’ll encounter in the lab, with images appearing near their
mentions in the text to minimize flipping pages back and forth. UPDATED content
throughout text reflects latest information on hematology. Instructions for lab
procedures include sources of possible errors along with comments. Hematology
instruments are described, compared, and contrasted. Case studies in each
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chapter provide opportunities to apply hematology concepts to real-life scenarios.
Hematology/hemostasis reference ranges are listed on the inside front and back
covers for quick reference. A bulleted summary makes it easy for you to review
the important points in every chapter. Learning objectives begin each chapter
and indicate what you should achieve, with review questions appearing at the
end. A glossary of key terms makes it easy to find and learn definitions. NEW!
Additional content on cell structure and receptors helps you learn to identify these
organisms. NEW! New chapter on Introduction to Hematology Malignancies
provides and overview of diagnostic technology and techniques used in the lab.
Best of Five MCQs for the Acute Medicine SCE is a new revision resource designed
specifically for this high-stakes exam. It contains over 350 Best of Five questions with
explanatory answers, each accurately reflecting the layout of questions in the exam.
• What causes hypertension in children? • Is it common for epileptic patients to have post-ictal
vomiting? If so, how often does this occur? • Why is the incidence of parkinsonism less
common in smokers? • What is the role of urine examination in diabetic control? Where do you
turn to when you have a difficult medical question that needs answering? The ‘Ask the Author’
online feature from the best-selling textbook Kumar & Clark’s Clinical Medicine has collected a
wealth of questions and comments directly from medical students and doctors about topics that
are of particular interest or difficulty to them. Kumar and Clark have brought together over 1000
of the questions they have been asked along with their answers. It will appeal to the many fans
of Kumar & Clark, from first-year students to practising doctors, and will provide a useful and
interesting sounding board to help ensure best practice. This unique book will provide you with
a quick and easy way to discover the answers to your own medical questions...! The writing
style is appealing and conversational, designed to entertain as well as instruct. Carries the
‘Kumar & Clark’ stamp of authority. All questions fully indexed for ease of reference. Covers
topics that are easily misunderstood in medicine – good preparation for medical students,
senior house officers/interns and specialists in training/residents preparing for written or oral
exams.
This second edition of '320 Single Best Answer Questions for Final Year Medical Students' is
an invaluable resource for medical students preparing for their final examinations. Additionally,
the breadth of topics covered and detailed answers expands the versatility of this book to a
larger audience including doctors preparing for postgraduate exams and other allied healthcare
professionals who will be examined in general internal medicine.This improved edition contains
updated and new questions that are in line with the most recent developments in clinical
guidelines as well as being written in accordance with the recent changes to medical school
examinations. The 320 questions are divided into 11 commonly tested areas of medicine,
surgery and sub-specialities. They are designed to provide a comprehensive coverage of the
medical school curriculum and to allow practice by speciality or random selection.The
questions are written in the format of medical final examinations. The answers provide detailed
explanations as to how the correct answer is reached, followed by a clear discussion of how
the incorrect answers are ruled out and supplementary information about other important
aspects of each question. The answers are designed to allow the reader to further enhance
their clinical knowledge, understanding and single best answer technique, thus making this
book an excellent aid for exam preparation.Related Link(s)
An invaluable self-assessment tool for emergency medicine trainees in Australasia.
Emergency Medicine MCQs is an essential resource for Australasia’s emergency medicine
trainees. A practical self-assessment tool, the book assists trainees as they expand and refine
their knowledge of emergency medicine, and will ultimately help them pass the Australasian
Page 4/10

Read PDF Mcq For Haematology With Answer
Emergency Medicine Fellowship examination (FACEM). The multiple-choice questions in
Emergency Medicine MCQs cover both the core and non-core areas in the Australasian
Emergency Medicine Fellowship. Using this text, trainees can revise alone or with their peers
to identify the areas in which they need further development. The curriculum is divided into
three main areas where trainees require expert level of knowledge, high level of knowledge
and general level of knowledge. It covers important clinical problems encountered in everyday
emergency medicine practice – from cardiovascular emergencies through to obstetric and
gynaecology emergencies, disaster management and toxicology. As well as being ideal for
emergency medicine trainees qualifying through AECM, the book is a useful resource for GPs
taking the GEM qualification through ACEM and JMOs ‘on call’. Plus, this emergency
medicine text is accompanied by an app – a separate product containing 180 randomised
multiple-choice questions on all the topics within the book.
Q & A format/reviews visual optics/ocular structure & function/appropriate drug actions/clinical
techniques etc.
The EHRA Book of Interventional Electrophysiology is the second official textbook of European
Heart Rhythm Association (EHRA). Using clinical cases to encourage practical learning, this
book assists electrophysiologists and device specialists in tackling both common and unusual
situations that they may encounter during daily practice. Richly illustrated, and covering
electrophysiological procedures for supra-ventricular and ventricular arrhythmias, the book
enables specialists to deepen their understanding of complex concepts and techniques.
Tracings, covering supra-ventricular and ventricular arrhythmias, are presented with multiplechoice questions to allow readers to hone their skills for interpreting challenging cases and to
prepare for the EHRA certification exam in electrophysiology. Cases include Orthodromic
AVRT, PV Isolation, VT ablation, and Atypical left atrial flutter to name a few. The EHRA Book
of Interventional Electrophysiology is a wide-ranging, practical case-book, written by leading
experts in the field and edited by members of the EHRA education committee: an essential
companion for electrophysiologists and trainees alike.
Companion v. to: Medicine at a glance. 3rd ed. 2010.
This book contains 500 best of five multiple choice questions for preparation for any clinical
medical examination. The author has used recent publications from the medical literature to
compile questions involving a large number of topics from clinical medicine. This book is ideal
for any undergraduate students or postgraduate doctors in training who are studying for
examinations. Detailed answers are provided and are fully referenced. The areas covered
include COVID-19, haematology, cardiology, gastroenterology, respiratory medicine,
endocrinology, neurology, infectious diseases, oncology, radiology, nephrology and medical
statistics.
Offers revision for the Applied Knowledge Test (AKT). Featuring over 300 questions and with
chapters mirroring the GP syllabus, this book provides practice of various questions format
used in the exam. It presents answers with explanations to help develop learning and
understanding.
Medical-Surgical Nursing at a Glance is the perfect companion for study and revision for
nursing and healthcare students from the publishers of the market-leading at a Glance series.
This easy-to-read, accessible guide brings together all the key principles of caring for patients
with medical and surgical needs. Highly visual, each topic is covered in one two-page spread,
making it easy to quickly read up on key information and grasp the essentials of the key
aspects of caring for the adult patient. A clear and accessible foundation of the need to know
aspects of medicine and surgery for nurses Takes a systems approach exploring nursing care
of key medical and surgical conditions and disorders Covers assessment, nutrition, pain,
infection control Supported by a companion website with over 300 interactive multiple choice
questions Provides need-to-know information in a quick-reference format Written from a UK
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perspective, with application to clinical practice A companion website is available at
www.ataglanceseries.com/nursing/medsurg featuring interactive multiple choice questions
Medical-Surgical Nursing at a Glance is ideal for nursing students looking for a clear and visual
summary of care of the adult patient.
Companion volume to: Mayo Clinic internal medicine board review. 10th ed. c2013.
Written to help haematology and general medical trainees evaluate their own knowledge, and
particularly useful for those preparing for the Part 1 examination of the Royal College of
Pathologists. This exam-centered book will also be of use to core medical trainees preparing
for the examinations of the Royal College of Physicians and the Royal Australasian College of
Physicians and to haematology and general medicine trainees in other countries where
methods of examination are similar. The 150 questions are presented in two formats, Single
Best Answer and Extended Matching Question, and comes complete with detailed feedback
and, when appropriate, relevant references are given for each question so that those who
select the wrong answer will understand why another answer is better. Quick reference
question book, ideal for examination preparation Includes 50 SBA questions, ideal for the Part
1 and Part 2 MRCP examinations, which although having a general medical slant, are also
appropriate for haematology specialist trainees Includes 70 SBA multiple choice questions
appropriate for haematology specialist trainees but also useful to core medical trainees
Includes 30 EMQs suitable for those taking Part 1 of the FRCPath examination Questions
come complete with fully referenced answers and discussion points This book provides an
educational tool for training as well as an ideal way to prepare for examinations and is also of
value to those who examine in haematology and haematopathology.
Single Best Answer (SBA) examinations are an increasingly popular means of testing medical
students and those undertaking postgraduate qualifications in a number of subject areas.
Written by a final year medical student, junior doctors and experienced clinicians, 500 Single
Best Answers in Medicine provides invaluable guidance from authors who unde
Providing a clear explanation of the relevant medical science behind the individual medical
specialties, Basic Science for Core Medical Training and the MRCP, is an indispensable part of
a candidate's MRCP preparation. Directly linked to the Royal College exam, the book follows
the same systems-based approach as the syllabus for accurate and effective revision. With full
coverage of basic science for the medical specialities, the book features material on genetics,
cellular, molecular and membrane biology, and biochemistry. Content is presented in an
illustrated and easy-to-read format, ensuring that the basic science for each medical specialty
is more approachable and accessible. A focus on how the basic sciences aid understanding of
clinical practice is reinforced through key tables of differential diagnoses and pharmacology.
Ten multiple choice questions at the end of each chapter consolidate learning and enable
candidates to test their knowledge. The book also covers common examination errors and
areas of misunderstanding to aid learning and help candidates avoid common pitfalls.
This book provides a bank of multiple-choice questions for candidates preparing for Part 2 of
the Membership examination of the Royal Colleges of Physicians, the MRCP. The questions
are arranged by subject area to enable structured revision and allow candidates to focus on
particular areas where they feel less confident. The book has been written with a close focus
on recent examinations, with the coverage of topics weighted to reflect the frequency with
which they have appeared. The book is structured more as a manual than as a mock exam,
and includes explanations for both correct and incorrect answers, focusing comprehensively on
the fundamental principles of medical practice. As well as candiates for the MRCP, this book
will also be of interest to medical students and students of related health sciences.
Providing a comprehensive yet concise guide for trainee doctors, neonatal nurses and
midwives, Essential Neonatal Medicine continues to be an indispensable resource that
combines the depth and breadth of a textbook with the efficiency of a revision guide.
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Extensively updated and full-colour throughout, this edition includes new chapters on neonatal
transport and palliative care, as well as further content on pathophysiology and embryology,
quality improvement and risk management, infection control, and non-invasive ventilation. With
an improved artwork programme and a new glossary of terms, Essential Neonatal Medicine is
ideal for all trainee health professionals new to neonatology, or looking for a comprehensive
aid to support them.

As the first revision text aimed specifically at the Knowledge-Based Assessment,
Essential Revision Notes for Cardiology KBA is the cornerstone of your revision
for this new and compulsory examination. Each chapter exactly maps the core
cardiology training curriculum, giving measurable assurance that you are getting
the information you need to pass. Each chapter is written by a senior cardiology
trainee in collaboration with a senior consultant who has expertise in that specific
field, ensuring that the content is both authoritative and accessible. Drawing on
the latest guidelines and documents, the concise, bullet-pointed layout allows
easy access to and digestion of the key points you'll need during revision.
Numerous tables, boxes and figures make this the ideal accompaniment to
retaining the large and varied amount of information needed to pass the
examination.
The questions used in this book have been developed and continuously updated
over 15 years. 'MCQs in Paediatrics' includes questions and detailed answers
submitted by paediatricians in all specialties, and covers the widest range of
clinical skills and paediatric knowledge. The questions have been used in both
undergraduate and postgraduate examinations at the DCH and MRCP level. All
questions have been reviewed and refined following the analysis of examination
results, and are designed to test the application of knowledge rather than just the
facts. The answers are accompanied by detailed explanations which allow the
book to be used both for self-assessment and as a guide for further study.
Essentials of Clinical Immunology provides the most up-to-date, core information
required to understand diseases with an immunological basis. Clinically
focussed, the sixth edition of this classic text presents theoretical and practical
information in a simple yet thorough way. Essentials of Clinical Immunology
covers the underlying pathophysiology, the signs and symptoms of disease, the
investigations required and guidance on the management of patients. Perfect for
clinical medical students, junior doctors and medical professionals seeking a
refresher in the role of immunology in clinical medicine, this comprehensive text
features fully updated clinical information, boxes with key points, real-life case
histories to illustrate key concepts and an index of contents at the start of each
chapter. A companion website at www.immunologyclinic.com provides additional
learning tools, including more case studies, interactive multiple-choice questions
and answers, all of the photographs and illustrations from the book, links to
useful websites, and a selection of review articles from the journal Clinical and
Experimental Immunology. This title is also available as a mobile App from
MedHand Mobile Libraries. Buy it now from iTunes, Google Play or the MedHand
Store.
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Here is the ideal book for preparing for the new Part One of the FRCS exam. To
conform to the recently introduced syllabus the questions used are now much
more surgically relevant. Answers, many with explanations, are provided to make
the use of the MCQs a more useful learning exercise. The book follows the
format of the examination and is split into the following sections: Anatomy
(including histology, embryology and medical imaging); Physiology and
Biochemistry; Clinical Pharmacology; General and Systemic Pathology;
Microbiology; Clinical Immunology; Haematology.
Based upon the popular review course from Harvard Medical School, The
Brigham Intensive Review of Internal Medicine is a comprehensive study guide
for the American Board of Internal Medicine certification or maintenance of
certification examination as well as for general practice review by physicians and
residents. This authoritative, thorough resource provides in-depth coverage on all
specialties of internal medicine, as well as palliative care, occupational medicine,
psychiatry, and geriatric medicine. Editors Ajay K. Singh and Joseph Loscalzo
recruited leading authorities from Harvard as well as former chief residents at
Brigham and Women's Hospital to contribute to this book. Featuring over 600
board review questions, with numerous tables and figures, chapters offer detailed
discussions with emphasis on essential learning points. Over 100 chapters are
organized into 10 broad sections, with one additional section dedicated to board
simulation. As the required content for the American Board of Internal Medicine
continues to evolve, studying can prove challenging. The Brigham Intensive
Review of Internal Medicine is the ideal study guide for anyone preparing for
certification or recertification.
Single Best Answer (SBA) and Extended Matching Question (EMQ)
examinations are increasingly popular means of testing medical students and
those undertaking postgraduate qualifications in a number of subject areas.
Written by a final year medical student, junior doctors and an experienced
clinician, Single Best Answers and EMQs in Clinical Pathology
Designed for candidates preparing for the MCEM Part A exam, Get Through
MCEM Part A: MCQs provides invaluable revision for this new exam, success in
which is obligatory for entry into higher specialist training in Emergency Medicine.
Over 400 practice questions are presented reflecting the format and content used
in the actual exam. Useful revision tips and practical advice on the format of the
exam, plus techniques for answering questions are provided to develop
candidates' exam skills and build up confidence in readiness for the exam day.
Three complete mock exams provide the ultimate last minute revision tool. All the
answers are supported with detailed explanations to allow the candidate to
assess and supplement their own level of knowledge, and target areas of
weakness. Get Through MCEM Part A: MCQs is comprehensive and
authoritative: all authors are practising emergency physicians. Featuring
questions that specifically address all areas of the College of Emergency
Medicine's curriculum, this is the essential revision book for all candidates
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preparing for the Part A exam. It also provides valuable revision for trainees
sitting the FCEM exam and for medical students revising for clinical exams.
Preparing to Pass the FRCA: Strategies for Exam Success equips you with the
skills of effective revision and time management to maximise your success. The
book takes each element of the FRCA exam and provides tips and techniques on
how to approach the different types of questions, and includes worked examples
with answers, so that you can undertake your revision accordingly. It will help you
to target your revision so you can cover the breadth of topics in the FRCA
syllabus and ensure that you structure your revision in an efficient way, as well as
helping you to approach the exam and convey your knowledge through writing or
speech correctly. Taking many common problems candidates face when
preparing for this exam, the book covers motivation, effective studying, managing
nerves, and scheduling time to study amongst other commitments.
Includes 16 subject-based chapters - covering the Royal College of Physicians'
curriculum for Part 1 of the MRCP 1 examination. This title also includes
comprehensive answers section that features explanations that enable the reader to
develop the knowledge and confidence to pass the exam.
This question-and-answer companion to Mayo Clinic Internal Medicine Board Review,
10th Edition, tests physicians and physicians-in-training on all relevant material related
to the goals set forth by ABIM to ensure the success of internal medicine clinicians. By
dividing each chapter according to a major subspecialty and with every question
structured as a mock clinical interview, Mayo Clinic Internal Medicine Board Review:
Questions and Answers is the perfect study tool for physicians-in-training and practicing
clinicians preparing themselves for board examinations in internal medicine.
This new edition continues to provide a concise and accessible introduction to
haematology. It follows the easy-to-use 'at a glance' format of double-page spreads
comprising clear, memorable diagrams illustrating the key facts and essential textual
information.
Following the familiar, easy-to-use at a Glance format,Haematology at a Glance, Fourth
Edition is a broad andaccessible introduction to the study of blood. Fully revised
andupdated to reflect advances in the field and in clinical practice,this new edition
covers essential knowledge, from basichematological physiology to blood disorders and
their diagnosis andtreatment. This new edition of Haematology at a Glance: • Features
expanded sections on the underlyingmechanisms, diagnostic techniques and
management of the malignanthaematological diseases. Also incorporates recent
advancesin knowledge of thrombosis and the newer oralanticoagulants • Contains the
very latest clinical treatments • Includes updated illustrations and clinicalphotographs to
illustrate concepts and aid understanding • Features extensive online self-assessment
atwww.ataglanceseries.com/haematology This book is an invaluable resource for
medical students and healthprofessionals wanting to consolidate and expand their
knowledge ofhaematology.
Academic geriatnclans are always looking for an improved objective, quantifiable
measure of biological ageing in humans to replace that unphysiological and arbitrary
scale 'years survived'. The MCQ may be the nearest we have come yet to achieving
this Holy Grail. An individual's facility with the setting and answering of MCQs
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separates the medical genera tions more surely than years. I am only grateful I was
educated in a less rigorous but perhaps more 'gentlemanly' era. If one appeared before
an examiner neatly dressed with clean finger nails and the examination scripts were
literate essays written in fountain pen then you were in - or so it seemed. For the past
20 years we have been evolving towards much more objective and rigorous
assessment of knowledge and understanding of medicine of both undergraduate and
postgraduate students. This process has been exemplified by the evolution of what is
now the seemingly ubiquitous MCQ. When initially presented as objective and
quantifiable measures of clinical knowledge MCQs were the subject of scorn - how
could they assess the art of medicine - the grey areas of clinical decision making?
However they very rapidly overcame this antediluvian scepticism and I believe they
have had an effect well beyond the limited area of competence measurement. They
have induced or at the very least contributed to a shift towards a more rigorous, dare
one say more scientific, approach to clinical medicine.
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