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We are often told that early Christianity comprised a vast multitude of strange sects, and that this diversity was wiped out in the
fourth century when the Church canonized the gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. But how, then, can we explain that the
scene of the baby Jesus in the mangerthe central image of the Christmas storyshows the influence of the Protevangelium,” or that
our belief that the Serpent in Eden is Satan comes from another so-called Lost Gospel? In [Title TK], Philip Jenkins offers a
revelatory new history of Christianity, showing that hundreds of these supposedly lost alternate gospels were never suppressed by
the early Church, but instead remained widely influential until the Reformationand continue to play major roles in Christian belief to
this day. An authoritative account of the formation of the biblical canon and the evolution of modern faith,[Title TK] restores the
Lost Gospels” to their proper place in history and in belief.
“Provocative, insightful, and enlightening—a foray into an often-neglected topic that merits more attention than it typically
receives.” --Lee Strobel, New York Times bestselling author of The Case for Christ What is Our Fascination with the Other Side?
Join investigative reporter Billy Hallowell as he delves into the strange phenomena of supernatural activity. Themes of demonic
possession, exorcism, and ghosts have overtaken Hollywood, with countless films and TV shows delving into the age-old struggle
against evil. But the question is why? Even with so much focus on the topic, there seems to be very little public knowledge and
discussion about the theology and real-life claims surrounding demons. Quite often, many people remain silent about their
experiences or resort to quietly whispering about what they’ve seen, heard, or felt for fear of being labeled as crazy. The truth is,
even pastors, priests, and clergy who have observed firsthand accounts of possession and deliverance can succumb to the
strange and terrifying effects of intense spiritual warfare. For people of faith, Playing with Fire addresses these core questions: Are
demons active today? If they do indeed exist, what are they? Fallen angels? Nephilim? Can demons inhabit human beings?
According to the Bible, can people die and remain behind as “ghosts”? Playing with Fire explores the theological underpinnings
surrounding the supernatural. Relying on firsthand accounts, newspaper reports, and Christian experts, Hallowell takes readers
through the various views and perspectives surrounding supernatural activity.
The birth of Jesus has been well chronicled, as have his glorious teachings, acts, and divine sacrifice after his thirtieth birthday.
But no one knows about the early life of the Son of God, the missing years -- except Biff, the Messiah's best bud, who has been
resurrected to tell the story in the divinely hilarious yet heartfelt work "reminiscent of Vonnegut and Douglas Adams" (Philadelphia
Inquirer). Verily, the story Biff has to tell is a miraculous one, filled with remarkable journeys, magic, healings, kung fu, corpse
reanimations, demons, and hot babes. Even the considerable wiles and devotion of the Savior's pal may not be enough to divert
Joshua from his tragic destiny. But there's no one who loves Josh more -- except maybe "Maggie," Mary of Magdala -- and Biff
isn't about to let his extraordinary pal suffer and ascend without a fight.
While most people think that the twenty-seven books of the New Testament are the only sacred writings of the early Christians,
this is not at all the case. A companion volume to Bart Ehrman's Lost Christianities, this book offers an anthology of up-to-date and
readable translations of many non-canonical writings from the first centuries after Christ--texts that have been for the most part lost
or neglected for almost two millennia. Here is an array of remarkably varied writings from early Christian groups whose visions of
Jesus differ dramatically from our contemporary understanding. Readers will find Gospels supposedly authored by the apostle
Philip, James the brother of Jesus, Mary Magdalen, and others. There are Acts originally ascribed to John and to Thecla, Paul's
female companion; there are Epistles allegedly written by Paul to the Roman philosopher Seneca. And there is an apocalypse by
Simon Peter that offers a guided tour of the afterlife, both the glorious ecstasies of the saints and the horrendous torments of the
damned, and an Epistle by Titus, a companion of Paul, which argues page after page against sexual love, even within marriage,
on the grounds that physical intimacy leads to damnation. In all, the anthology includes fifteen Gospels, five non-canonical Acts of
the Apostles, thirteen Epistles, a number of Apocalypses and Secret Books, and several Canon lists. Ehrman has included a
general introduction, plus brief introductions to each piece. This important anthology gives readers a vivid picture of the range of
beliefs that battled each other in the first centuries of the Christian era.
Lost ScripturesBooks that Did Not Make It Into the New TestamentOxford University Press
This accessible reference offers short and to-the-point answers to fifty pressing questions people have about God, the Bible, and
Christianity, including - Are there errors or contradictions in the Bible? - Do science and faith conflict? - Is hell a real place? - What
will heaven be like? - Is it possible to prove God exists? - Why did Jesus have to die? - Does God hate sex? - Do Christians have
to go to church? - and many more This book is for those who want a clear introduction to the essential teachings of Christianity to
help them grow in faith and in preparation to share the basics of Christian belief.
Bart D. Ehrman, the New York Times bestselling author of Jesus, Interrupted and God’s Problem reveals which books in the
Bible’s New Testament were not passed down by Jesus’s disciples, but were instead forged by other hands—and why this
centuries-hidden scandal is far more significant than many scholars are willing to admit. A controversial work of historical reporting
in the tradition of Elaine Pagels, Marcus Borg, and John Dominic Crossan, Ehrman’s Forged delivers a stunning explication of one
of the most substantial—yet least discussed—problems confronting the world of biblical scholarship.
Drawing on both Christian and Latter-day Saint documents, Robert Millet clearly explains the many beliefs that Mormons hold in
common with traditional Christians and also highlights differences where they exist.

On a summer day in 1828, Book of Mormon scribe and witness Martin Harris was emptying drawers, upending furniture,
and ripping apart mattresses as he desperately looked for a stack of papers he had sworn to God to protect. Those
pages containing the only copy of the first three months of the Joseph Smith's translation of the golden plates were
forever lost, and the detailed stories they held forgotten over the ensuing years--until now. In this highly anticipated work,
author Don Bradley presents over a decade of historical and scriptural research to not only tell the story of the lost pages
but to reconstruct many of the detailed stories written on them. Questions explored and answered include: Was the lost
manuscript actually 116 pages? How did Mormon's abridgment of this period differ from the accounts in Nephi's small
plates? Where did the brass plates and Laban's sword come from? How did Lehi's family and their descendants live the
Law of Moses without the temple and Aaronic priesthood? How did the Liahona operate? Why is Joseph of Egypt
emphasized so much in the Book of Mormon? How were the first Nephites similar to the very last? What message did
God write on the temple wall for Aminadi to translate? How did the Jaredite interpreters come into the hands of the
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Nephite kings? Why was King Benjamin so beloved by his people? Despite the likely demise of those pages to the sands
of time, the answers to these questions and many more are now available for the first time in nearly two centuries in The
Lost 116 Pages: Reconstructing the Book of Mormon's Missing Stories.
A thought-provoking retelling of the Gospel story from an atheist perspective. Upon its hardcover publication, renowned
author Philip Pullman’s The Good Man Jesus and the Scoundrel Christ provoked heated debates and stirred a frenzy of
controversy throughout the clerical and literary worlds alike with its bold retelling of the life of Jesus Christ. In this
remarkable piece of fiction, famously atheistic author Philip Pullman challenges the events of the Gospels and puts
forward his own compelling and plausible version of the life of Jesus. Written with unstinting authority, The Good Man
Jesus and the Scoundrel Christ is a pithy, erudite, subtle, and powerful book by a beloved author, a text to be read and
reread, studied and unpacked, much like the Good Book itself. “The erudite fantasy author, Philip Pullman, makes
explicit his complaint against Christian dogma with [this] challenging deconstruction of the Gospels.” —Entertainment
Weekly “Inspiring . . . Again and again, [Pullman] displays a marvelous sense of the elemental power of Jesus’s
instructions and parables.” —The Washington Post
IS JESUS WHO YOU THINK HE IS? Perhaps you've heard the recent buzz about "alternative Christianities" and "new
gospels." Speculations have shown up in magazines, documentaries, popular fiction, and even on the big screen. Much
of the controversy stems from a library of ancient texts found at Nag Hammadi, Egypt. Now revolutionary questions about
the Christian faith are being raised as a result of these findings: Is Jesus truly a divine Savior or just a teacher of
wisdom? Is orthodoxy a by-product of third-century or fourth-century theologians? Did Judas betray Jesus because of evil
intent or a request by Jesus? Does salvation include the physical body or just the soul? Darrell L. Bock takes you on a
tour of the new claims as well as the controversial writings, examining their origins and comparing them with traditional
sources. With discussion questions for group or individual study at the end of each chapter, The Missing Gospels will
help you understand the messages of all of these writings so you can form your own opinion. This provocative work could
even change what you believe!
The first book to give the full account of the lost gospel of Jesus' original followers, revealing him to be a Jewish Socrates
who was mythologized into the New Testament Christ.
This co-edited scholarly edition provides Greek texts with English translations for several key gospel fragments including
P.Egerton 2, P. Oxy. 840, and P. Oxy. 1224. Introductions and commentaries provide clear discussion of major textual
and critical issues.
“An extraordinary novel . . . a triumph of insight and storytelling.” —Associated Press “A true masterpiece.” —Glennon
Doyle, author of Untamed An extraordinary story set in the first century about a woman who finds her voice and her
destiny, from the celebrated number one New York Times bestselling author of The Secret Life of Bees and The
Invention of Wings In her mesmerizing fourth work of fiction, Sue Monk Kidd takes an audacious approach to history and
brings her acclaimed narrative gifts to imagine the story of a young woman named Ana. Raised in a wealthy family with
ties to the ruler of Galilee, she is rebellious and ambitious, with a brilliant mind and a daring spirit. She engages in furtive
scholarly pursuits and writes narratives about neglected and silenced women. Ana is expected to marry an older
widower, a prospect that horrifies her. An encounter with eighteen-year-old Jesus changes everything. Their marriage
evolves with love and conflict, humor and pathos in Nazareth, where Ana makes a home with Jesus, his brothers, and
their mother, Mary. Ana's pent-up longings intensify amid the turbulent resistance to Rome's occupation of Israel, partially
led by her brother, Judas. She is sustained by her fearless aunt Yaltha, who harbors a compelling secret. When Ana
commits a brazen act that puts her in peril, she flees to Alexandria, where startling revelations and greater dangers
unfold, and she finds refuge in unexpected surroundings. Ana determines her fate during a stunning convergence of
events considered among the most impactful in human history. Grounded in meticulous research and written with a
reverential approach to Jesus's life that focuses on his humanity, The Book of Longings is an inspiring, unforgettable
account of one woman's bold struggle to realize the passion and potential inside her, while living in a time, place and
culture devised to silence her. It is a triumph of storytelling both timely and timeless, from a masterful writer at the height
of her powers.
Collects the lost books of the Bible, sharing stories of Jesus as a child, discussing other miracles of Mary, and other tales
not included in the New Testament.
Church planting has become a cottage industry. National conferences, hip planting organizations, and all-in-one resource
kits celebrate the thrill of pioneering a church and inspire visions of glorious victories. Yet few who respond to the call are
warned what they'll actually encounter: the relentless opposition they'll endure; the eventual scattering of their entire core
group; the failure of their tried-and-true, field-tested system. Here's the dirty little secret of church planting: the roadside is
strewn with casualties. Many have closed their churches. Some left ministry permanently. Others abandoned the faith
altogether. Church planting is at once the greatest and most grueling ministry work on earth. This book is for those toiling
in the trenches, those about to bail out, and those considering jumping in. It's for the church planters laboring and
struggling, seeing little movement, and wondering what they're doing wrong or why God is failing them. It's also for
mother churches, planting organizations, and denominations, as a challenge to rethink and re-calibrate the way they
approach and measure planting endeavors. The Honest Guide to Church Planting is a fresh and candid conversation
about the challenges and joys of planting new churches. Tom Bennardo speaks the truth so that those involved in church
planting can embrace a more accurate and realistic picture of what planting a church is really like; one that not only
enables them to survive, but to thrive in this difficult work.
Judas Iscariot. He’s been hated and reviled through the ages as Jesus Christ’s betrayer– the close friend who sells him
out for 30 pieces of silver. But history also records other information about Judas Iscariot. One such reference was
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written in 180 by an influential Church Father named St. Irenaeus who railed against the Gospel of Judas for depicting
the last days of Jesus from the perspective of the disgraced apostle. In its pages, Judas is Christ’s favorite. It’s a
startlingly different story than the one handed down through the ages. Once it was denounced as heresy, the Gospel of
Judas faded from sight. It became one of history’s forgotten manuscripts. Until now. In this compelling and exhaustively
researched account, Herbert Krosney unravels how the Gospel of Judas was found and its meaning painstakingly teased
from the ancient Coptic script that had hid its message for centuries. With all the skills of an investigative journalist and
master storyteller, Krosney traces the forgotten gospel’s improbable journey across three continents, a trek that would
take it through the netherworld of the international antiquities trade, until the crumbling papyrus is finally made to give up
its secrets. The race to discover the Gospel of Judas will go down as one of the great detective stories of biblical
archaeology.
Why isn’t the Book of Enoch in the Holy Bible, even though Enoch is referenced multiple times? Why were texts
considered sacred by many, excluded by others? Who made the decisions and why? There are more than 50
books—some of which exist only in fragments while others are complete and whole—that are not included in the biblical
canon. Why were they discarded? Most Protestant denominations settled on 66 canonical books of the Bible, while there
are 73 for Roman Catholics and 78 for Eastern Orthodox adherents. Why are there these differences of opinion? We are
often taught that the Bible is, in the words of many religious catechisms, “the infallible word of faith and practice.” In
reality, the Bible can also be seen as a political document as much as a spiritual one. Ordained minister and theologian
Jim Willis examines the historical, political, and social climates that influenced the redactors and editors of the Bible and
other sacred texts in Censoring God: The History of the Lost Books (and other Excluded Scriptures). In analyzing why
texts were censored, he uncovers sometimes surprising biases. He investigates enigmatic hints of Bible codes and
ancient wisdom that implies a greater spiritual force might have been at work. Willis explores the importance of the Book
of Enoch, its disappearance, and how it was rediscovered in Ethiopia. He analyzes over two dozen excluded texts, such
as Jubilees and the Gospel of Thomas, along with the many references to books that we know about from fragments but
remain lost. Thought-provoking and provocative, Censoring God scrutinizes how sacred texts might have been used to
justify the power of the powerful, including the destruction of sacred writings of conquered indigenous cultures because
they did not agree with the finished version of the Bible accepted by the Church establishment. This important book looks
at the human failings in interpreting God’s words, and through a compassionate examination it brings a deeper
understanding of the power and importance of the lost words. With more than 120 photos and graphics, this tome is richly
illustrated. Its helpful bibliography provides sources for further exploration, and an extensive index adds to its usefulness.
Ehrman and Plese present a rare compilation of over 40 ancient gospel texts and textual fragments that do not appear in
the New Testament.
2020 Reprint of 1926 Editions. Full facsimile of the original editions and not reproduced with Optical Recognition
software. This edition includes two titles published into one bound volume. Rutherford Hayes Platt, in the preface to his
1963 reprint of this work, states: "First issued in 1926, this is the most popular collection of apocryphal and
pseudepigraphal literature ever published." The translations were first published, under this title, by an unknown editor in
The Lost Books of the Bible Cleveland 1926, but the translations had previously been published many times. The book is,
essentially, a combined reprint of earlier works. The first half, Lost Books of the Bible, covers the New Testament. The
second half of the book, The Forgotten Books of Eden, includes a translation originally published in 1882 of the "First and
Second Books of Adam and Eve", translated first from ancient Ethiopic to German and then into English by Solomon
Caesar Malan, and a number of items of Old Testament pseudepigrapha, such as reprinted in the second volume of R.H.
Charles's Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the Old Testament (Oxford, 1913).
The publication of the King James version of the Bible, translated between 1603 and 1611, coincided with an
extraordinary flowering of English literature and is universally acknowledged as the greatest influence on Englishlanguage literature in history. Now, world-class literary writers introduce the book of the King James Bible in a series of
beautifully designed, small-format volumes. The introducers' passionate, provocative, and personal engagements with
the spirituality and the language of the text make the Bible come alive as a stunning work of literature and remind us of its
overwhelming contemporary relevance.
Books Banned, Rejected, And Forbidden From The Bible Section One Lost Scriptures of the Old Testament Enoch
Jubilees Jasher Section Two Apocalyptic Writings and the End of Days Apocalypse of Abraham Apocalypse of Thomas 4
Ezra 2 Baruch Section Three Lost Scriptures of the New Testament Gospel of Philip Gospel of Mary Magdalene
Apocryphon of John Gospel of Thomas Gospel of Judas
The Ethiopian Bible is the oldest and most complete bible on earth.Written in Ge'ez an ancient dead language of Ethiopia
it's nearly 800 years older than the King James Version and contains over 100 books compared to 66 of the Protestant
Bible. The Ethiopian Bible includes the Books of Enoch, Esdras, Buruch and all 3 Books of Meqabyan (Maccabees), and
a host of others that were excommunicated from the KJV. Books of the Ethiopian Bible features 20 of these books that
are not included in the Protestant Bible.
The Encyclopedia of Lost and Rejected Scriptures: The Pseudepigrapha and Apocrypha - Section One - Lost Scriptures
of the Old Testament - First Book of Adam and Eve, Second Book of Adam and Eve, First Book of Enoch, Second Book
of Enoch (Secrets of Enoch), Third Book of Enoch (Hebrew Enoch), Jubilees, Jasher - Section Two - Apocalyptic
Writings and the End of Days - Apocalypse of Abraham, Apocalypse of Thomas, 2 Baruch, War Scroll (Sons of Dark vs.
Sons of Light) - Section Three - Lost Scriptures of the New Testament - Gospel of Philip, Gospel of Mary Magdalene,
Apocryphon of John, Gospel of Thomas, Gospel of Judas, Acts Chapter 29 - - Section Four - The Life and Times of
Jesus - Infancy Gospel of James, Infancy Gospel of Thomas, Life of Joseph The Carpenter, Letters of Pilate, Life of Saint
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Issaa - Section Five - The Apocrypha - 1 Esdras, 2 Esdras, 1 Maccabees, 2 Maccabees, 3 Maccabees, 4 Maccabees,
Letter (Epistle) of Jeremiah, The Prayer of Azariah, 1 Baruch, Prayer of Manasseh (Manassas), Bel and the Dragon,
Wisdom of Sirach, Wisdom of Solomon, Additions to Esther, Tobit, Judith, Susanna, Psalm 151, 1 Clements, Shepherd
of Hermas, The Didache
One man’s quest to find the oldest Bible scrolls in the world and uncover the story of the brilliant, doomed antiquarian accused of
forging them. In the summer of 1883, Moses Wilhelm Shapira—archaeological treasure hunter and inveterate social
climber—showed up unannounced in London claiming to have discovered the oldest copy of the Bible in the world. But before the
museum could pony up his £1 million asking price for the scrolls—which discovery called into question the divine authorship of the
scriptures—Shapira’s nemesis, the French archaeologist Charles Clermont-Ganneau, denounced the manuscripts, turning the
public against him. Distraught over this humiliating public rebuke, Shapira fled to the Netherlands and committed suicide. Then, in
1947 the Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered. Noting the similarities between these and Shapira’s scrolls, scholars made efforts to
re-examine Shapira’s case, but it was too late: the primary piece of evidence, the parchment scrolls themselves had mysteriously
vanished. Tigay, journalist and son of a renowned Biblical scholar, was galvanized by this peculiar story and this indecipherable
man, and became determined to find the scrolls. He sets out on a quest that takes him to Australia, England, Holland, Germany
where he meets Shapira’s still aggrieved descendants and Jerusalem where Shapira is still referred to in the present tense as a
“Naughty boy”. He wades into museum storerooms, musty English attics, and even the Jordanian gorge where the scrolls were
said to have been found all in a tireless effort to uncover the truth about the scrolls and about Shapira, himself. At once historical
drama and modern-day mystery, The Lost Book of Moses explores the nineteenth-century disappearance of Shapira’s scrolls and
Tigay's globetrotting hunt for the ancient manuscript. As it follows Tigay’s trail to the truth, the book brings to light a flamboyant,
romantic, devious, and ultimately tragic personality in a story that vibrates with the suspense of a classic detective tale.
The Lost Books of the Bible: The Great Rejected Texts - Eighteen of the most sought after books available, which shed light on the
evolution of our faith, our theology, and our church. Translations and commentary by the author of the best selling book, "The Lost
Book of Enoch," Joseph B. Lumpkin. - Section One: Lost Scriptures of the Old Testament- First Book of Adam and Eve, Second
Book of Adam and Eve, First Book of Enoch, Second Book of Enoch (Secrets of Enoch), Jubilees, Jasher, The Story of Ahikar Section Two: Apocalyptic Writings and the End of Days- Apocalypse of Abraham, Apocalypse of Thomas 4 Ezra, 2 Baruch, War
Scroll (Sons of Dark vs. Sons of Light) - Section Three: Lost Scriptures of the New Testament- Gospel of Philip, Gospel of Mary
Magdalene, Apocryphon of John, Gospel of Thomas, Gospel of Judas, Acts Chapter 29
Millions of readers have thrilled to bestselling authors Bill O'Reilly and historian Martin Dugard's Killing Kennedy and Killing
Lincoln, page-turning works of nonfiction that have changed the way we read history. Now the iconic anchor of The O'Reilly Factor
details the events leading up to the murder of the most influential man in history: Jesus of Nazareth. Nearly two thousand years
after this beloved and controversial young revolutionary was brutally killed by Roman soldiers, more than 2.2 billion human beings
attempt to follow his teachings and believe he is God. Killing Jesus will take readers inside Jesus's life, recounting the seismic
political and historical events that made his death inevitable - and changed the world forever.
When world-class biblical scholar Bart Ehrman first began to study the texts of the Bible in their original languages he was startled
to discover the multitude of mistakes and intentional alterations that had been made by earlier translators. In Misquoting Jesus,
Ehrman tells the story behind the mistakes and changes that ancient scribes made to the New Testament and shows the great
impact they had upon the Bible we use today. He frames his account with personal reflections on how his study of the Greek
manuscripts made him abandon his once ultraconservative views of the Bible. Since the advent of the printing press and the
accurate reproduction of texts, most people have assumed that when they read the New Testament they are reading an exact
copy of Jesus's words or Saint Paul's writings. And yet, for almost fifteen hundred years these manuscripts were hand copied by
scribes who were deeply influenced by the cultural, theological, and political disputes of their day. Both mistakes and intentional
changes abound in the surviving manuscripts, making the original words difficult to reconstruct. For the first time, Ehrman reveals
where and why these changes were made and how scholars go about reconstructing the original words of the New Testament as
closely as possible. Ehrman makes the provocative case that many of our cherished biblical stories and widely held beliefs
concerning the divinity of Jesus, the Trinity, and the divine origins of the Bible itself stem from both intentional and accidental
alterations by scribes -- alterations that dramatically affected all subsequent versions of the Bible.
Waiting to be rediscovered in the British Library is an ancient manuscript of the early Church, copied by an anonymous monk. The
manuscript is at least 1,450 years old, possibly dating to the first century. And now, The Lost Gospel provides the first ever
translation from Syriac into English of this unique document that tells the inside story of Jesus’ social, family, and political life.The
Lost Gospel takes the reader on an unparalleled historical adventure through a paradigm shifting manuscript. What the authors
eventually discover is as astounding as it is surprising: the confirmation of Jesus’ marriage to Mary Magdalene; the names of their
two children; the towering presence of Mary Magdalene; a previously unknown plot on Jesus’ life (thirteen years prior to the
crucifixion); an assassination attempt against Mary Magdalene and their children; Jesus’ connection to political figures at the
highest level of the Roman Empire; and a religious movement that antedates that of Paul—the Church of Mary Magdalene.Part
historical detective story, part modern adventure, The Lost Gospel reveals secrets that have been hiding in plain sight for
millennia.
How and why was the Great Pyramid of Giza built? What was its purpose? What about the Sphinx? Are there clues today that will
allow us to understand its meaning? Breshears takes us through these questions and provides interesting answers based on years
of meticulous studies. His work brings us into various holy books, the study of ancient symbols and into the oldest known writings
of ancient Egypt. After exploring every part of the pyramid both inside and out, the author reveals how it connects to history and
how we can make future predictions based on the patterns he has deciphered. He advances the theory that all major cataclysms
of the past occurred at specifically predicable times, and predicts when the next world-wide catastrophe will come. If his
predictions are accurate -- and history seems to bear this out -- then we may need to prepare for what is coming.
The biblical scholar recounts the events surrounding the discovery and handling of the Gospel of Judas, and provides an overview
of its content, in which Judas is portrayed as a faithful disciple.
Many of us have questions about the Bible: Can we believe the Bible? What was Jesus’ mission? What is sin? Does hell exist? Is
anyone beyond God’s forgiveness? In A Jesuit Off-Brodway, James Martin, SJ, answers these questions about the Bible, and
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other big questions about life, as he serves as a theological advisor to the cast of The Last Days of Judas Iscariot. Grab a frontrow seat to Fr. Martin's six months with the LAByrinth Theater Company and see first-hand what it's like to share the faith with a
largely secular group of people . . . and discover, along with Martin, that the sacred and the secular aren't always that far apart.
Although the 19 books contained within this text were included in the Holy Bible for thousands of years, they were removed a little
over 200 years ago. Its now time to reclaim these treasured scriptures and get further insight into God's word. This book contains:
1 Esdras, 2 Esdras, The Book of Tobit, The Book of Susanna, Additions to Esther, The Book of Judith, Wisdom of Solomon,
Ecclesiasticus, Baruch, The Epistle of Jeremiah, The Prayer of Azariah, Bel and the Dragon, Prayer of Manasses, 1 Maccabees, 2
Maccabees, Book of Enoch, Book of Jubilees, Gospel of Philip, and the Gospel of Mary. It also includes the ancient Hebrew
alphabet with common Hebrew words as a study source.
The early Christian Church was a chaos of contending beliefs. Some groups of Christians claimed that there was not one God but
two or twelve or thirty. Some believed that the world had not been created by God but by a lesser, ignorant deity. Certain sects
maintained that Jesus was human but not divine, while others said he was divine but not human. In Lost Christianities, Bart D.
Ehrman offers a fascinating look at these early forms of Christianity and shows how they came to be suppressed, reformed, or
forgotten. All of these groups insisted that they upheld the teachings of Jesus and his apostles, and they all possessed writings
that bore out their claims, books reputedly produced by Jesus's own followers. Modern archaeological work has recovered a
number of key texts, and as Ehrman shows, these spectacular discoveries reveal religious diversity that says much about the
ways in which history gets written by the winners. Ehrman's discussion ranges from considerations of various "lost
scriptures"--including forged gospels supposedly written by Simon Peter, Jesus's closest disciple, and Judas Thomas, Jesus's
alleged twin brother--to the disparate beliefs of such groups as the Jewish-Christian Ebionites, the anti-Jewish Marcionites, and
various "Gnostic" sects. Ehrman examines in depth the battles that raged between "proto-orthodox Christians"--those who
eventually compiled the canonical books of the New Testament and standardized Christian belief--and the groups they denounced
as heretics and ultimately overcame. Scrupulously researched and lucidly written, Lost Christianities is an eye-opening account of
politics, power, and the clash of ideas among Christians in the decades before one group came to see its views prevail.
The Jefferson Bible, or The Life and Morals of Jesus of Nazareth as it is formally titled, was a book constructed by Thomas
Jefferson in the latter years of his life by cutting and pasting numerous sections from various Bibles as extractions of the doctrine
of Jesus. Jefferson's composition excluded sections of the New Testament containing supernatural aspects as well as perceived
misinterpretations he believed had been added by the Four Evangelists. In 1895, the Smithsonian Institution under the leadership
of librarian Cyrus Adler purchased the original Jefferson Bible from Jefferson's great-granddaughter Carolina Randolph for $400. A
conservation effort commencing in 2009, in partnership with the museum's Political History department, allowed for a public
unveiling in an exhibit open from November 11, 2011, through May 28, 2012, at the National Museum of American History.
A fascinating selection of sacred Jewish and Christian texts excluded from the Old and New Testaments by their compilers, The
Lost Bible contains unofficial scriptures, alternative versions of biblical events, and texts from the controversial Gnostic movement,
long condemned by Church Fathers as false and heretical.
A companion volume to Lost Christianities, this remarkable anthology of long-lost Christian writings that were never included in the
New Testaments includes fifteen additional gospels, thirteen epistles, five non-canonical Acts of the Apostles, Apocalypes and
Secret Books, and brief introductions to each. History Dual Main. (Scripture)
"A masterpiece of contemporary Bible translation and commentary."—Los Angeles Times Book Review, Best Books of 1999
Acclaimed for its masterful new translation and insightful commentary, The David Story is a fresh, vivid rendition of one of the
great works in Western literature. Robert Alter's brilliant translation gives us David, the beautiful, musical hero who slays Goliath
and, through his struggles with Saul, advances to the kingship of Israel. But this David is also fully human: an ambitious,
calculating man who navigates his life's course with a flawed moral vision. The consequences for him, his family, and his nation
are tragic and bloody. Historical personage and full-blooded imagining, David is the creation of a literary artist comparable to the
Shakespeare of the history plays.
This huge book of eighteen of the Lost Books of the Bible contains the following, NONE of which are Public Domain translations
(beware of imitations): The First Book of Adam and Eve; The Second Book of Adam and Eve; The Slavonic Life of Adam and Eve;
The First Book of Enoch; The Book of Jubilees; The Book of Jasher; The Story of Ahikar; The Apocalypse of Abraham; The
Apocalypse of Thomas; 4 Ezra; 2 Baruch; The War Scroll: The Sons of Dark Against the Sons of Light; The Gospel of Philip; The
Gospel of Mary Magdalene; The Apocryphon of John (The Secret Book of John); The Gospel of Thomas; The Gospel of Judas;
Acts 29. The massive 684 page book does not attempt to explain why the books were not included in the Bible. To attempt to do
so would not only be cursory given the lack of space, but more importantly, would be most unfair to readers as this is matter for
specialist academics, and they have written books on the subject. Note: Translators use the symbols [...] to signify a missing word
in an ancient text. In this book there are symbols such as this to designate missing words of ancient texts.
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