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Kings Mormaers And Rebels Early Scotlands Other
Royal Family
First published in 1996, this comprehensive guide to the history of Britain and its
peoples will be indispensable reading for the general enthusiast, as well as students. It
is packed full of fascinating detail on everything from Hadrian’s Wall to the Black Death
to Tony Blair. The book was assembled over more than thirty years and has seen
updates in three editions. "He has done for historical encyclopaedias what Samuel
Johnson did for dictionaries." Andrew Roberts, The Daily Telegraph "An astonishing
synthesis of information." Roger Scruton, The Times "An astonishing achievement, a
compelling book for dipping into, a splendid work." Simon Hoggart, The Guardian "This
marvellous book, which contains tens of thousands of historical facts will enlighten,
amuse, and inform. Every home should have one." Simon Heffer, The Daily Mail "If you
were marooned on that mythical desert island with only one history book, this would be
the one to take. Buy three copies – one for the children, one for the grandchildren- and
one for yourself." John Charmley, The Daily Telegraph
Covering the period from the fall of the Roman Empire through to the beginnings of the
Renaissance, this is an indispensable volume which brings the complex and colourful
history of the Middle Ages to life. Key features: * geographical coverage extends to the
broadest definition of Europe from the Atlantic coast to the Russian steppes * each map
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approaches a separate issue or series of events in Medieval history, whilst a
commentary locates it in its broader context * as a body, the maps provide a vivid
representation of the development of nations, peoples and social structures. With over
140 maps, expert commentaries and an extensive bibliography, this is the essential
reference for those who are striving to understand the fundamental issues of this
period.
This account of the galloglas is written from a decidedly Scottish perspective, tracing
the origins of six kindreds and investigating the circumstances which brought about
their relocation to Ireland. It goes on to examine the galloglas as warriors, pointing to
their distinctly Norse character.
Refugee. Queen. Saint. Based on the lives of Saint Margaret of Scotland and her
husband, King Malcolm III, in eleventh-century Scotland, a young woman strives to
fulfill her destiny despite the risks... Shipwrecked on the Scottish coast, a young Saxon
princess and her family—including the outlawed Edgar of England—ask sanctuary of the
warrior-king Malcolm Canmore, who shrewdly sees the political advantage. He
promises to aid Edgar and the Saxon cause in return for the hand of Edgar’s sister,
Margaret, in marriage. A foreign queen in a strange land, Margaret adapts to life among
the barbarian Scots, bears princes, and shapes the fierce warrior Malcolm into a
sophisticated ruler. Yet even as the king and queen build a passionate and
tempestuous partnership, the Scots distrust her. When her husband brings Eva, a
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Celtic bard, to court as a hostage for the good behavior of the formidable Lady
Macbeth, Margaret expects trouble. Instead, an unlikely friendship grows between the
queen and her bard, though one has a wild Celtic nature and the other follows the
demanding path of obligation. Torn between old and new loyalties, Eva is bound by a
vow to betray the king and his Saxon queen. Soon imprisoned and charged with
witchcraft and treason, Eva learns that Queen Margaret—counseled by the furious king
and his powerful priests—will decide her fate and that of her kinswoman Lady Macbeth.
But can the proud queen forgive such deep treachery? Impeccably researched, a
dramatic page-turner, Queen Hereafter is an unforgettable story of shifting alliances
and the tension between fear and trust as a young woman finds her way in a dangerous
world.
The 'other royal family' of the sub-title is first noticed in the seventh century as the
Cenel Loairn, one of the principal dynastic kindreds of Dalriada, the embryonic kingdom
of the Scots in Argyll. By the end of that century they had displaced the Cenel
nGabrain, a kindred descended from the traditional founding dynast Fergus Mor, from
over-kingship of Dalriada and clung on to power until the Pictish onslaught of the 730s.
While the Cenel Gabrain extended eastward into Pictland as the MacAlpin kings of
Alba, the Cenel Loairn moved up the Great Glen to reappear as hereditary mormaers of
Moray, effectively kings in the north who achieved their pinnacle of ascendancy when
Macbeth seized the high-kingship of Scots in 1040. His death, and that of his kinsman
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and successor Lulach, at the hands of Malcolm Canmore signalled the resurgence of
the Cenel nGabrain and launched the Cenel Loairn into terminal decline. Yet the house
of Lulach still pursued its claim on kingship through a sequence of rebellions against
Canmore kings which continued into the second quarter of the thirteenth century.
"Kings, Mormaers, Rebels" traces the story of the Cenel Loairn and its descendent
kindreds through more than six hundred years to throw an unfamiliar side-light on the
emergence of the medieval kingdom of the Scots.
Combines historical and literary data in this discussion of the sources and background
of Shakespeare's plays.
The events of 1000-1130 were crucial to the successful emergence of the medieval
kingdom of the Scots. Yet this is one of the least researched periods of Scottish history.
We probably now know more about the Picts than the post-1000 events that
underpinned the spectacular expansion of the small kingdom which came to dominate
north Britain by the 1130s. This expansion included the defeat and absorption of other
significant cultural and political groups to the north and south of the core kingdom, and
was accompanied by the introduction of reformed monasticism. But perhaps the most
momentous process amongst all these political and cultural changes was the move
towards the domination of the kingship by just one segment of the royal kindred, the
sons of King Mael Coluim mac Donnchada's second marriage to Queen Margaret. The
story of how these sons managed to achieve political supremacy through machination,
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murder and mutilation runs like an unsavoury thread throughout this book. The book
also investigates the building blocks from which the kingdom was constructed and the
various processes which eventually allowed the kings of the different peoples of north
Britain to describe themselves as Rex scottorum. It is a hugely rewarding voyage of
discovery for anyone interested in the formation of the kingdom of the Scots.
A fictionalized retelling of the life of Scottish warrior king Robert the Bruce traces his
witness to the splintering of Scotland after the crowning of John Balliol before engaging
in a decades-long fight between the nobility and England for Scotland's independence.
First published in 2002, and here introduced by Dauvit Broun as a core text in Scottish
medieval history, this classic work is considered one of the most invaluable critiques of
kingship in Scotland during the nation's foundations. In the early years of the period a
custom of succession within one royal lineage allowed the Gaelic kingdom to grow in
authority and extent. The Norman Conquest of England altered the balance of power
between the north and south, and the relationship between the two kingdoms, which
had never been easy, became unstable. When Scotland became kingless in 1286,
Edward I exploited the succession debate between Balliol and Bruce and set claim to
overlordship of Scotland until Bruce's coronation fixed the right of succession by law for
Scottish kingship. In a meticulous account of this period, Professor Duncan
disentangles the power struggles during the 'Great Cause' between the Balliols and the
Bruces, and of the actions, motives and decisive interventions of Edward I. The
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Kingship of the Scots is historical scholarship at its best - thoughtful, challenging,
incisive and readable.
This period of British history saw dramatic social, political and cultural changes,
characterized by the great movement of peoples. The Stone Age peoples, Bronze Age
peoples, Celts, Scots, Picts, Irish, Roman, Anglo-Saxon, Danes and Normans all
arrived, settled and (to some degree) intermingled. Each of these peoples has a
complex history partly separate and partly shared, sometimes obscure, sometimes
distorted in the popular imagination, and the purpose of the encyclopedia is to both
highlight specific details and clarify the overall picture. The geographic scope of the
encyclopedia is Britain and Ireland, and chronologically it will cover everything from the
Neolithic period to 1154. A section of longer essays on key themes will be followed by
an A-Z section of shorter entries on specific topics. Entries will vary in length from about
400 words to about 7,500 words. Each entry will include a brief bibliography. This
encyclopedia will be a useful reference for nearly every level of research, from general
background information on a select topic for the lay reader to the latest and best
research and historiographic trends for advanced researchers.
A story of an exile from England who finds love in the court of Malcolm, King of the
Scots in 11th century Scotland
The Scottish soldier has been at war for over 2000 years. Until now, no reference work
has attempted to examine this vast heritage of warfare.A Military History of Scotland
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offers readers an unparalleled insight into the evolution of the Scottish military tradition.
This wide-ranging and extensively illustrated volume traces the military history of
Scotland from pre-history to the recent conflict in Afghanistan. Edited by three leading
military historians, and featuring contributions from thirty scholars, it explores the role of
warfare in the emergence of a Scottish kingdom, the forging of a Scottish-British military
identity, and the participation of Scots in Britain's imperial and world wars. Eschewing a
narrow definition of military history, it investigates the cultural and physical dimensions
of Scotland's military past such as Scottish military dress and music, the role of the
Scottish soldier in art and literature, Scotland's fortifications and battlefield archaeology,
and Scotland's military memorials and museum collections.

Born c1113 in Morvern, Argyll, Somerled was half-Norse through his mother. His
father's lineage was reputedly of royal blood. Forced into exile in Ireland his
family convinced the Colla clan to help them reclaim their Argyll lands, but his
father was killed in the attempt. Growing up and living as a warrior hermit,
Somerled led the inhabitants of Morvern against the Norse and regained his
family's lands thus becoming master of large tracts of northern Argyll. Soon after
he took control of the south of Argyll and pronounced himself Thane of Argyll. At
the same time King David I was waging war against the Norwegians and
Somerled's stature and currency rose with the king accordingly. Somerled wooed
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King Olaf the Red by marrying his daughter c1140. For 14 years they lived in
relative peace until Olaf was murdered by his nephews who siezed control of the
Norse lands in the Hebrides. Olaf's son Godfrey, a tyrant, reclaimed these lands
but the inhabitants revolted and appealed to Somerled who then led a successful
resistance and took Argyll in its entirety. Somerled's invention of the moveable
stern rudder gave his sailors an advantage over the Norse war galleys and when
Godfrey and Somerled clashed again two years later the Norse galleys were
routed. Somerled became Kimg of the Isles around 1156 but was able to treaty
with King Malcolm IV who was concerned at Somerled's increasing power.
However, after being insulted by Malcolm once too often, Somerled invaded the
Clyde in 1163 with 164 galleys and 15,000 men and marched on Renfrew. What
happened next is unclear but Somerled died in 1164 and his army dispersed
back to the isles. His legacy was in fathering the Clan Donald, the creation of the
finest galleys ever seen in Scottish waters and the enduring power base of the
Lordship of the Isles.
A Chronology of Medieval British History 1066–1307 covers events in British
history, starting with the arrival of the new Norman ruling dynasty which
‘connected’ British politics, culture, religion and society more closely to mainland
Europe, and ending with Edward I’s death and Robert Bruce’s revolt in 1307.
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The book is designed as a year-by-year guide to political, military, religious and
cultural developments, centred on the states within the British Isles – England,
Scotland, the Welsh states until annexation in 1282, and Ireland until conquest in
the 1170s. Throughout the book, a detailed but succinct narrative of events is
provided, clearly explaining what happened and when. The relevant sources and
the latest academic studies for each period are listed, and any difficulties relating
to the dating, accuracy and interpretation of records are identified.
Comprehensive and accessible, A Chronology of Medieval British History
1066–1307 will be of great use to students of medieval British and European
history.
Desde los griegos hasta nuestros días se fue desarrollando la idea de que, por
una parte, el historiador es un espectador del pasado y, por otra, que la visión de
mundos desaparecidos a través del estudio de las ruinas, los fragmentos de todo
tipo y las lecturas de libros en desuso o documentos rescatados es la tarea que
lo define. El historiador del siglo XXI, sin embargo, labora bajo la forma de la
melancolía, preso de la sensación de pérdida del sentido y la percepción del
futuro; la historia ya no es aquel gran discurso que vinculaba sociedad con
estado e integraba el núcleo duro de la ideología. Antes bien, las tramas
cognitivas –económicas, jurídicas, técnicas o militares– crean un sistema de
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información propio, ante el cual la reflexión histórica profunda, planteada desde
el libro de autor, acaso pueda ofrecer un contrapunto crítico, no necesariamente
articulado ya en un discurso integral. Historia y melancolía recorre un vasto
catálogo de las cuestiones que han interpelado ...
James Campbell's work has established the impressive powers of the AngloSaxon state, with its ability to impose laws, raise revenue, undertake major works
and consult the interests and wishes of its subjects. This collection of essays
looks at the state and its successors from a number of angles.
Edition and facing English translation of important Latin text, offering advice for
rulers.
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part
of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public
domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the
United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity
(individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved,
reproduced, and made generally available to the public. To ensure a quality
reading experience, this work has been proofread and republished using a format
that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements with text in an easy-toPage 10/15
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read typeface. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and
thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and
relevant.
Explores the history of the Lordship of the Isles at its widest extent – the rulers of the
west coast and islands of Scotland.
A tale of triumph, tragedy and the tenacity of a nation.
When he is assigned to protect and deliver Bella MacDuff to the king's coronation,
Lachlan "Viper" MacRuairi, a warrior who is only loyal to his purse, agrees to help the
countess reclaim her daughter and her freedom--for a price.
A fictional account of the life of the eleventh-century Queen Gruadh of Scotland
describes how this female descendant of the country's royal line is widowed and forced
to wed her husband's murderer, the warlord Macbeth.
An in-depth account of the wars Scotland's northern and western highlands in the early
Middle Ages, focusing on the rivalries between the Norse warlords and the early
Scottish kings. The wars fought in Scotland’s northern and western highlands between
the ninth and fourteenth centuries were a key stage in the military history of the region,
yet they have rarely been studied in-depth before. Out of this confused and turbulent
period came the more settled and familiar history of the region. The Highlands and
islands were controlled by the kings of Norway or by Norse or Norse-Celtic warlords,
who not only resisted Scottish royal authority but on occasion seemed likely to
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overthrow it. That is why Chris Peers’s ambitious study is of such value for he provides
a coherent and vivid account of the series of campaigns and battles that shaped
Scotland. The narrative is structured around a number of battles – Skitten Moor,
Torfness, Tankerness, Renfrew, Mam Garvia, Clairdon and Dalrigh – which illustrate
phases of the conflict and reveal the strategies and tactics of the rival chieftains. Chris
Peers explores the international background to many of these conflicts which had
consequences for Scotland’s relations with England, Ireland and continental Europe. At
the same time he considers to what extent the fighting methods of the time survived
into the post-medieval period.
Set against the framework of modern political concerns, Treason: Medieval and Early
Modern Adultery, Betrayal, and Shame considers the various forms of treachery in a
variety of sources, including literature, historical chronicles, and material culture
creating a complex portrait of the development of this high crime.

When Harold, King England, fell to William the Conqueror's army at Hastings in
1066 it changed the course of British history forever. This is the life of Harold,
Anglo-Saxon England's last king.
The second volume of A Legal History of Scotland aims to present a narrative
account whilst examining and describing the law of Scotland as it was evolving in
the late medieval period from 1286 to 1488. The work deals with the legal
aspects of government, parliament, the courts, the legal profession and
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procedure and all main branches of public, criminal and private law. Events
covered in this volume include attempts to develop a central superior court, the
development of sheriff, baron and regality courts and the law of the Church and
burghs.
This book is a fascinating collection of new studies by leading scholars on central
aspects of the languages, literatures, place-names, culture and history of the
Isles of Islay and Jura and along the western seaboard of Argyll. It includes major
re-assessments of the nineteenth-century Islay poet William Livingston, and an
analysis of the Scots found in the poems of Tarbert poet George Campbell Hay.
It describes the Gaelic of Jura and Islay as well as the patterns of place-names.
In view of the proximity of these regions to Ulster, there are several fresh
accounts of historical, cultural and genealogical exchange and crossover. The
book ends with a new appreciation of Orwell's time on Jura.
The medieval earldoms of Orkney and Caithness were positioned between two
worlds, the Norwegian and the Scottish. They were a maritime lordship divided,
or united, by the turbulent waters of the Pentland Firth. This unlikely combination
of island and mainland territory survived as a single lordship for 600 years,
against the odds. Growing out of the Viking maelstrom of the early Middle Ages,
it became an established and wealthy principality which dominated northern
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waters, with a renowned dynasty of earls. Despite their peripheral location these
earls were fully in touch with the kingdoms of Norway and Scotland and
increasingly subject to the rulers of these kingdoms. How they maintained their
independence and how they survived the clash of loyalties are themes explored
in this book from the early Viking age to the late medieval era when the powerful
feudal Sinclair earls ruled the islands and regained possession of Caithness. This
is a story of the time when the Northern Isles of Scotland were part of a different
national entity which explains the background to the non-Gaelic culture of this
locality, when links across the North Sea were as important as links with the
kingdom of Scotland to the south.
Back in print by popular demand--"A stunning revelation of the historical
Macbeth, harsh and brutal and eloquent." --Washington Post Book World. With
the same meticulous scholarship and narrative legerdemain she brought to her
hugely popular Lymond Chronicles, our foremost historical novelist travels further
into the past. In King Hereafter, Dorothy Dunnett's stage is the wild, half-pagan
country of eleventh-century Scotland. Her hero is an ungainly young earl with a
lowering brow and a taste for intrigue. He calls himself Thorfinn but his Christian
name is Macbeth. Dunnett depicts Macbeth's transformation from an angry boy
who refuses to accept his meager share of the Orkney Islands to a suavely
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accomplished warrior who seizes an empire with the help of a wife as shrewd
and valiant as himself. She creates characters who are at once wholly creatures
of another time yet always recognizable--and she does so with such realism and
immediacy that she once more elevates historical fiction into high art.
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