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John Brown Abolitionist The Man Who Killed Slavery Sparked The Civil War And
Seeded Civil Rights
On October 16, 1859, John Brown and his band of eighteen raiders descended on Harpers Ferry in an ill-fated attempt to
incite a slave insurrection. The raiders were routed, and several were captured. Soon after, they were tried, convicted,
and hanged. Among Brown's fighters were five African American men—John Copeland, Shields Green, Dangerfield
Newby, Lewis Leary, and Osborne Perry Anderson—whose lives and deaths have long been overshadowed by their
martyred leader. Only Anderson survived, later publishing the lone insider account of the event. Five for Freedom is the
story of these five brave men, the circumstances in which they were born and raised, how they came together at this
fateful time and place, and the legacies they left behind. It is an American story that continues to resonate in the present.
The present book 'A Plea for Captain John Brown' was written by famous American essayist, poet, philosopher,
abolitionist, naturalist, tax resister, development critic, surveyor, and historian - Henry David Thoreau. It is an essay
which is based on a speech Thoreau first delivered to an audience at Concord, Massachusetts on October 30, 1859, two
weeks after John Brown’s raid on Harper’s Ferry, and repeated several times before Brown’s execution on December
2, 1859. It was first published in the year 1859.
Winner of the Bancroft Prize and the Ambassador Book Award and Finalist for the National for the Book Critics Circle
Award In his poetry Walt Whitman set out to encompass all of America and in so doing heal its deepening divisions. This
magisterial biography demonstrates the epic scale of his achievement, as well as the dreams and anxieties that impelled
it, for it places the poet securely within the political and cultural context of his age. Combing through the full range of
Whitman's writing, David Reynolds shows how Whitman gathered inspiration from every stratum of nineteenth-century
American life: the convulsions of slavery and depression; the raffish dandyism of the Bowery "b'hoys"; the exuberant
rhetoric of actors, orators, and divines. We see how Whitman reconciled his own sexuality with contemporary social
mores and how his energetic courtship of the public presaged the vogues of advertising and celebrity. Brilliantly
researched, captivatingly told, Walt Whitman's America is a triumphant work of scholarship that breathes new life into the
biographical genre.
A collection of anti-slavery papers, poems, etc., commemorative of John Brown.
The essential, “richly researched”* biography of Harriet Tubman, revealing a complex woman who “led a remarkable
life, one that her race, her sex, and her origins make all the more extraordinary” (*The New York Times Book Review).
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Harriet Tubman is one of the giants of American history—a fearless visionary who led scores of her fellow slaves to
freedom and battled courageously behind enemy lines during the Civil War. Now, in this magnificent biography, historian
Kate Clifford Larson gives us a powerful, intimate, meticulously detailed portrait of Tubman and her times. Drawing from
a trove of new documents and sources as well as extensive genealogical data, Larson presents Harriet Tubman as a
complete human being—brilliant, shrewd, deeply religious, and passionate in her pursuit of freedom. A true American
hero, Tubman was also a woman who loved, suffered, and sacrificed. Praise for Bound for the Promised Land “[Bound
for the Promised Land] appropriately reads like fiction, for Tubman’s exploits required such intelligence, physical stamina
and pure fearlessness that only a very few would have even contemplated the feats that she actually undertook. . . .
Larson captures Tubman’s determination and seeming imperviousness to pain and suffering, coupled with an
extraordinary selflessness and caring for others.”—The Seattle Times “Essential for those interested in Tubman and her
causes . . . Larson does an especially thorough job of . . . uncovering relevant documents, some of them long hidden by
history and neglect.”—The Plain Dealer “Larson has captured Harriet Tubman’s clandestine nature . . . reading Ms.
Larson made me wonder if Tubman is not, in fact, the greatest spy this country has ever produced.”—The New York Sun
The Editor is conscious that the following Narrative has only its truthfulness to recommend it to favorable consideration. It
is nothing more than it purports to be, namely; a plain, unvarnished tale of real Slave-life, conveyed as nearly as possible
in the language of the subject of it, and written under his dictation. It would have been easy to fill up the outline of the
picture here and there, with dark shadows, and to impart a heightened dramatic colouring to some of the incidents; but he
preferred allowing the narrator to speak for himself, and the various events recorded to tell their own tale. He believes
few persons will peruse it unmoved; or arise from a perusal of it without feeling an increased abhorrence of the inhuman
system under which, at this hour, in the United States of America alone, three millions and a half of men, women, and
children, are held as "chattels personal," by thirty-seven thousand and fifty-five individuals, many of them professing
Ministers of the Gospel, and defenders of "the peculiar institution." In undertaking to prepare this volume for the press,
the Editor's object was two-fold, namely; to advance the anti-slavery cause by the diffusion of information; and to promote
the success of the project John Brown has formed, to advance himself by his own exertions, and to set an example to
others of his "race." If by the little the Editor has done to render the volume interesting, he should secure for it a fair meed
of popular favor, these two objects will be certainly accomplished, and his labor will not have been expended in vain.
"Examines the life of John Brown, including his childhood on the frontier, his fight against slavery and the Harpers Ferry
raid, his execution, and legacy in American history"--Provided by publisher.
SpanPublished in 1865 and edited by abolitionist L. Maria Child, The Freedmens Book was intended to be used to teach
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recently freed African Americans to read and to provide them with inspiration. Thirsting for education, Freedmen were
eagerly enrolling in any schools that would accept them. Child saw a need for texts and provided one of collected stories
and poems written by former slaves and noted abolitionists, herself included./span
Describes the story of the man who was entrusted with all of the details of John Brown's plans to capture the Harper's Ferry
armory in 1859 and how he was hunted down for a $1,000 bounty and tried as a spy.
A portrait of the nineteenth-century American abolitionist that probes the individuals and incidents that aided as well as conflicted
with his crusade prior to his arrival in Kansas in 1855
First published in 1829, Walker's Appeal called on slaves to rise up and free themselves. The two subsequent versions of his
document (including the reprinted 1830 edition published shortly before Walker's death) were increasingly radical. Addressed to
the whole world but directed primarily to people of color around the world, the 87-page pamphlet by a free black man born in North
Carolina and living in Boston advocates immediate emancipation and slave rebellion. Walker asks the slaves among his readers
whether they wouldn't prefer to "be killed than to be a slave to a tyrant." He advises them not to "trifle" if they do rise up, but rather
to kill those who would continue to enslave them and their wives and children. Copies of the pamphlet were smuggled by ship in
1830 from Boston to Wilmington, North Carolina, Walker's childhood home, causing panic among whites. In 1830, members of
North Carolina's General Assembly had the Appeal in mind as they tightened the state's laws dealing with slaves and free black
citizens. The resulting stricter laws led to more policies that repressed African Americans, freed and slave alike. A DOCSOUTH
BOOK. This collaboration between UNC Press and the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Library brings classic works
back into print. DocSouth Books editions are selected from the digital library of Documenting the American South and are
unaltered from the original publication. The DocSouth series uses digital technology to offer e-books and print-on-demand
publications, providing affordable and accessible editions to a new generation of scholars, students, and general readers.
A new biography by the award-winning author of Walt Whitman's America captures the turbulent life of John Brown, shedding new
light on the controversial abolitionist who was responsible for the massacre of unarmed citizens in Kansas, liberation of slaves in
Missouri, and raid on the federal arsenal in Harpers Ferry, Virginia, in his anti-slavery campaign. Reprint. 17,500 first printing.
Provides an account of the life and career of antislavery activist John Brown, leader of the infamous raid on Harpers Ferry.
This masterful rendering of one of the most extreme, often misunderstood activists in American history paints a timely portrait of
the notorious abolitionist John Brown and examines the fine line between terrorism and the fight for freedom.
Even his abolitionist allies thought his attack on Harpers Ferry insane, but, as this short-form book by New York Times bestselling
historian Thomas Fleming points out, John Brown sensed that his trial and death would ignite the nation's conscience.
From the acclaimed historian and bestselling author: a page-turning account of the epic struggle over slavery as embodied by
John Brown and Abraham Lincoln--two men moved to radically different acts to confront our nation's gravest sin. John Brown was
a charismatic and deeply religious man who heard the God of the Old Testament speaking to him, telling him to destroy slavery by
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any means. When Congress opened Kansas territory to slavery in 1854, Brown raised a band of followers to wage war. His men
tore pro-slavery settlers from their homes and hacked them to death with broadswords. Three years later, Brown and his men
assaulted the federal arsenal at Harpers Ferry, Virginia, hoping to arm slaves with weapons for a race war that would cleanse the
nation of slavery. Brown's violence pointed ambitious Illinois lawyer and former officeholder Abraham Lincoln toward a different
solution to slavery: politics. Lincoln spoke cautiously and dreamed big, plotting his path back to Washington and perhaps to the
White House. Yet his caution could not protect him from the vortex of violence Brown had set in motion. After Brown's arrest, his
righteous dignity on the way to the gallows led many in the North to see him as a martyr to liberty. Southerners responded with
anger and horror to a terrorist being made into a saint. Lincoln shrewdly threaded the needle between the opposing voices of the
fractured nation and won election as president. But the time for moderation had passed, and Lincoln's fervent belief that
democracy could resolve its moral crises peacefully faced its ultimate test. The Zealot and the Emancipator is the thrilling account
of how two American giants shaped the war for freedom.

The classic historical biography reissued for the 150th anniversary of John Brown's celebrated uprising against slavery.
The definitive biography of one of the most courageous women in American history "reveals Harriet Tubman to be even
more remarkable than her legend" (Newsday). Celebrated for her exploits as a conductor on the Underground Railroad,
Harriet Tubman has entered history as one of nineteenth-century America's most enduring and important figures. But just
who was this remarkable woman? To John Brown, leader of the Harper's Ferry slave uprising, she was General Tubman.
For the many slaves she led north to freedom, she was Moses. To the slaveholders who sought her capture, she was a
thief and a trickster. To abolitionists, she was a prophet. Now, in a biography widely praised for its impeccable research
and its compelling narrative, Harriet Tubman is revealed for the first time as a singular and complex character, a woman
who defied simple categorization. "In the first major biography of Harriet Tubman in more than 100 years, we see the
heroine of children's books and biopics with a new clarity and richness of detail." --Lev Grossman, Time
John Brown was fiercely committed to the militant abolitionist cause, a crusade that culminated in Brown’s raid on the
Federal armory at Harpers Ferry in 1859 and his subsequent execution. Less well known is his devotion to his family, and
they to him. Two of Brown’s sons were killed at Harpers Ferry, but the commitment of his wife and daughters often goes
unacknowledged. In The Tie That Bound Us, Bonnie Laughlin-Schultz reveals for the first time the depth of the Brown
women’s involvement in his cause and their crucial roles in preserving and transforming his legacy after his death. As
detailed by Laughlin-Schultz, Brown’s second wife Mary Ann Day Brown and his daughters Ruth Brown Thompson,
Annie Brown Adams, Sarah Brown, and Ellen Brown Fablinger were in many ways the most ordinary of women,
contending with chronic poverty and lives that were quite typical for poor, rural nineteenth-century women. However, they
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also lived extraordinary lives, crossing paths with such figures as Frederick Douglass and Lydia Maria Child and
embracing an abolitionist moral code that sanctioned antislavery violence in place of the more typical female world of
petitioning and pamphleteering. In the aftermath of John Brown’s raid at Harpers Ferry, the women of his family
experienced a particular kind of celebrity among abolitionists and the American public. In their roles as what daughter
Annie called "relics" of Brown’s raid, they tested the limits of American memory of the Civil War, especially the war’s
most radical aim: securing racial equality. Because of their longevity (Annie, the last of Brown’s daughters, died in 1926)
and their position as symbols of the most radical form of abolitionist agitation, the story of the Brown women illuminates
the changing nature of how Americans remembered Brown’s raid, radical antislavery, and the causes and consequences
of the Civil War.
An authoritative new examination of John Brown and his deep impact on American history.Bancroft Prize-winning cultural
historian David S. Reynolds presents an informative and richly considered new exploration of the paradox of a man
steeped in the Bible but more than willing to kill for his abolitionist cause. Reynolds locates Brown within the currents of
nineteenth-century life and compares him to modern terrorists, civil-rights activists, and freedom fighters. Ultimately, he
finds neither a wild-eyed fanatic nor a Christ-like martyr, but a passionate opponent of racism so dedicated to eradicating
slavery that he realized only blood could scour it from the country he loved. By stiffening the backbone of Northerners
and showing Southerners there were those who would fight for their cause, he hastened the coming of the Civil War. This
is a vivid and startling story of a man and an age on the verge of calamity.
A New York Times Notable Book for 2011 A Library Journal Top Ten Best Books of 2011 A Boston Globe Best Nonfiction
Book of 2011 Bestselling author Tony Horwitz tells the electrifying tale of the daring insurrection that put America on the
path to bloody war Plotted in secret, launched in the dark, John Brown's raid on Harpers Ferry was a pivotal moment in
U.S. history. But few Americans know the true story of the men and women who launched a desperate strike at the
slaveholding South. Now, Midnight Rising portrays Brown's uprising in vivid color, revealing a country on the brink of
explosive conflict. Brown, the descendant of New England Puritans, saw slavery as a sin against America's founding
principles. Unlike most abolitionists, he was willing to take up arms, and in 1859 he prepared for battle at a hideout in
Maryland, joined by his teenage daughter, three of his sons, and a guerrilla band that included former slaves and a
dashing spy. On October 17, the raiders seized Harpers Ferry, stunning the nation and prompting a counterattack led by
Robert E. Lee. After Brown's capture, his defiant eloquence galvanized the North and appalled the South, which
considered Brown a terrorist. The raid also helped elect Abraham Lincoln, who later began to fulfill Brown's dream with
the Emancipation Proclamation, a measure he called "a John Brown raid, on a gigantic scale." Tony Horwitz's riveting
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book travels antebellum America to deliver both a taut historical drama and a telling portrait of a nation divided—a time
that still resonates in ours.
John Brown, AbolitionistThe Man Who Killed Slavery, Sparked the Civil War, and Seeded Civil RightsVintage
In the late 1850s, at a time when many men and women spoke out against slavery, few had the same impact as John
Brown, the infamous white abolitionist who backed his beliefs with unstoppable action.
A triumph of the imagination, rich in incident and beautiful in its detail, Cloudsplitter brings to life one of history's
legendary figures--John Brown, whose passion to abolish slavery lit the fires of the American Civil War in a conflagration
that changed civilization.
A dual portrait of robber baron John Brown and his social reformist Quaker brother, Moses, traces their lives in pre-Revolutionary War
America and provides coverage of their political partnership, disparate views on slavery, and co-founding of Brown University. Reprint. 25,000
first printing.
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This
work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original
copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), and other
notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States,
you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction
of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that
this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the
preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
Now a Showtime limited series starring Ethan Hawke and Daveed Diggs Winner of the National Book Award for Fiction From the bestselling
author of Deacon King Kong (an Oprah Book Club pick) and The Color of Water comes the story of a young boy born a slave who joins John
Brown’s antislavery crusade—and who must pass as a girl to survive. Henry Shackleford is a young slave living in the Kansas Territory in
1856--a battleground between anti- and pro-slavery forces--when legendary abolitionist John Brown arrives. When an argument between
Brown and Henry's master turns violent, Henry is forced to leave town--along with Brown, who believes Henry to be a girl and his good luck
charm. Over the ensuing months, Henry, whom Brown nicknames Little Onion, conceals his true identity to stay alive. Eventually Brown
sweeps him into the historic raid on Harpers Ferry in 1859--one of the great catalysts for the Civil War. An absorbing mixture of history and
imagination, and told with McBride's meticulous eye for detail and character, The Good Lord Bird is both a rousing adventure and a moving
exploration of identity and survival.
This landmark anthology collects speeches, letters, newspapers, journals, poems, and songs to demonstrate that John Brown’s actions at
Harpers Ferry altered the course of history. Without Brown, the Civil War probably would have been delayed by four years and emancipation
movements in Brazil, Cuba, even Russia might have been disrupted.
THE STORY: There are three principal speaking parts, plus a chorus that speaks and sings. Though this is technically an epic poem, it is
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actually a highly dramatic work with a quality of excitement unrivaled by many plays. The poem begins with John
Explores the life of Shields Green, one of the black men who followed John Brown to Harper’s Ferry in 1859 When John Brown decided to
raid the federal armory in Harper’s Ferry as the starting point of his intended liberation effort in the South, some closest to him thought it was
unnecessary and dangerous. Frederick Douglass, a pioneering abolitionist, refused Brown’s invitation to join him in Virginia, believing that
the raid on the armory was a suicide mission. Yet in front of Douglass, “Emperor” Shields Green, a fugitive from South Carolina, accepted
John Brown’s invitation. When the raid failed, Emperor was captured with the rest of Brown’s surviving men and hanged on December 16,
1859. “Emperor” Shields Green was a critical member of John Brown’s Harper’s Ferry raiders but has long been overlooked. Louis DeCaro,
Jr., a veteran scholar of John Brown, presents the first effort to tell Emperor’s story based upon extensive research, restoring him to his
rightful place in this fateful raid at the origin of the American Civil War. Starting from his birth in Charleston, South Carolina, Green’s life as an
abolitionist freedom-fighter, whose passion for the liberation of his people outweighed self-preservation, is extensively detailed in this
compact history. In The Untold Story of Shields Green, Emperor pushes back against racism and injustice and stands in his rightful place as
an antislavery figure alongside Frederick Douglass and John Brown.
This biography offers fresh insight into the life and actions of this renowned figure in American history.
John Brown (May 9, 1800 - December 2, 1859) holds a unique place in American history, often viewed as a force for good and an evil man at
the same time. Brown was a revolutionary abolitionist in the United States who became famous in his own time for practicing armed
insurrection as a means to abolish slavery for good. He led the Pottawatomie Massacre during which five men were killed in 1856 in Bleeding
Kansas and became notorious for his attempted raid at Harpers Ferry in 1859. For that, he was tried and executed for treason against the
state of Virginia, murder, and conspiracy. Brown has been called "the most controversial of all 19th-century Americans." Brown's attempt in
1859 to start a liberation movement among enslaved African Americans in Harpers Ferry, Virginia (now West Virginia) electrified the nation.
He was tried for treason against the state of Virginia, the murder of five pro-slavery Southerners, and inciting a slave insurrection and was
subsequently hanged. Southerners alleged that his rebellion was the tip of the abolitionist iceberg and represented the wishes of the
Republican Party to end slavery. Historians agree that the Harpers Ferry raid in 1859 escalated tensions that, a year later, led to secession
and the Civil War. Brown's final speech, along with other words and interviews spoken by Brown during and after his trial and imprisonment
are contained here in a collection of Primary Accounts of John Brown. Included are the last letters to his family, his last speech, his interview
in prison, and the final note he wrote the day he was executed which predicted that slavery would only be abolished through the spilling of
blood.

Singing "John Brown's Body" as they marched to war, Union soldiers sought to steel themselves in the face of impending
death. As the bodies of these soldiers accumulated in the wake of battle, writers, artists, and politicians extolled their
deaths as a means to national unity and rebirth. Many scholars have followed suit, and the Civil War is often remembered
as an inaugural moment in the development of national identity. Revisiting the culture of the Civil War, Franny Nudelman
analyzes the idealization of mass death and explores alternative ways of depicting the violence of war. Considering
martyred soldiers in relation to suffering slaves, she argues that responses to wartime death cannot be fully understood
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without attention to the brutality directed against African Americans during the antebellum era. Throughout, Nudelman
focuses not only on representations of the dead but also on practical methods for handling, studying, and
commemorating corpses. She narrates heated conflicts over the political significance of the dead: whether in the
anatomy classroom or the Army Medical Museum, at the military scaffold or the national cemetery, the corpse was prized
as a source of authority. Integrating the study of death, oppression, and war, John Brown's Body makes an important
contribution to a growing body of scholarship that meditates on the relationship between violence and culture.
Despised and admired during his life and after his execution, the abolitionist John Brown polarized the nation and
remains one of the most controversial figures in U.S. history. His 1859 raid on Harpers Ferry, Virginia, failed to inspire a
slave revolt and establish a free Appalachian state but became a crucial turning point in the fight against slavery and a
catalyst for the violence that ignited the Civil War. Jonathan Earle’s volume presents Brown as neither villain nor martyr,
but rather as a man whose deeply held abolitionist beliefs gradually evolved to a point where he saw violence as
inevitable. Earle’s introduction and his collection of documents demonstrate the evolution of Brown’s abolitionist
strategies and the symbolism his actions took on in the press, the government, and the wider culture. The featured
documents include Brown’s own writings, eyewitness accounts, government reports, and articles from the popular press
and from leading intellectuals. Document headnotes, a chronology, questions for consideration, a list of important figures,
and a selected bibliography offer additional pedagogical support.
Nearly one hundred fifty years after his epochal Harpers Ferry raid to free the slaves, John Brown is still one of the most
controversial figures in American history. In 1970, Stephen B. Oates wrote what has come to be recognized as the
definitive biography of Brown, a balanced assessment that captures the man in all his complexity. -- Amazon.com
This new edition of Du Bois's John Brown includes the text of the original 1909 edition and is accompanied by a major
introduction that underscores Du Bois's intellectual and emotional debt to the martyred abolitionist. John David Smith's
introduction asks new questions about Brown's influence on Du Bois's emerging thoughts on race and society. Smith also
provides contextualizing documents, including letters from Brown to his family and Frederick Douglass's account of his
last meeting with Brown.
Mixing idealism with violence, abolitionist John Brown cut a wide swath across the United States before winding up in
Virginia, where he led an attack on the U.S. armory and arsenal at Harpers Ferry. Supported by a "provisional army" of
21 men, Brown hoped to rouse the slaves in Virginia to rebellion. But he was quickly captured and, after a short but
stormy trial, hanged on December 2, 1859. Brian McGinty provides the first comprehensive account of the trial, which
raised important questions about jurisdiction, judicial fairness, and the nature of treason under the American
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constitutional system.
John Brown was tried in the Circuit Court of Jefferson County, then in Virginia, Oct. 25-Nov. 2, 1859, for treason, for
conspiring with slaves to produce insurrection, and for murder.
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