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Discover the most incredible man-made wonders, from Stonehenge to Burj Khalifa, with this
unparalleled catalog of the most famous and intriguing buildings and monuments created by
humans. Manmade Wonders of the World features a range of structures from buildings to
monuments, statues, and bridges, including the Golden Gate Bridge and Hoover Dam. It opens
with a foreword by Dan Cruickshank and then takes the reader on a continent-by-continent
journey, exploring and charting the innovations, ingenuity, and imagination employed by
different cultures to create iconic buildings such as the Great Pyramid of Giza. This truly global
approach reveals how humans tackled similar challenges, such as keeping the enemy out, in
vastly different parts of the world, from the Great Wall of China to the defensive walls of
Central American cities. Illustrations explain how the structures were built, while explanations
cover the history, architecture, and unique stories behind their construction. Featuring
breathtaking images, Manmade Wonders of the World is a complete celebration of the world
humans have built over thousands of years.
With the help of text based on primary sources, full-color artwork, custom maps, and time lines,
a detailed account of the charting of the New World outlines the causes and consequences of
this defining age of exploration.
Let's paint a big rainbow to put on display. When people pass by it and see it, they'll say ... 'All
rainstorms must end, and this rainstorm will too.' And they'll feel a bit happier, all thanks to you.
Light can't shine without dark. Rainbows can't colour the sky without rain. And the world is
always full of hope and possibility, even when we feel lost and alone. Inspired by the rainbows
that children across the world have been creating and displaying in their windows, The World
Made a Rainbow is a beautiful story with a hopeful message of staying connected to the
people we love, and a proportion of proceeds will be donated to a leading children's charity.
Bestselling author Michelle Robinson was desperate to find a way to help small children
navigate their way through the complex emotions caused by the 2020 lockdown. She has
written a story that matters now, but will last for ever. With charming illustrations from new
talent Emily Hamilton, The World Made a Rainbow will reassure, uplift and is the perfect
reminder of fun, hope and togetherness. This audio-enabled edition comes with a gorgeous
reading by Sarah Ovens, along with music and sound effects.
All his life, Derek Evans felt a spiritual pull to be a part of something greater than himself, but it
wasn’t until he and a friend embarked on a transformational trip to LA’s infamous skid row
that he found his true calling. They returned home with a plan to build a mission-minded
business that would change the world—one T-shirt at a time. When their “Spread Love, It’s the
Nashville Way” grassroots campaign to raise money for people recovering from homelessness
and addiction caught the attention of celebrities like Lady Gaga and Miley Cyrus, it went viral
and ignited a global movement to end homelessness, child hunger, and human trafficking.
Made to Change the World is both an inside look at one man’s passionate drive to make a
difference, and a call to action for anyone who has ever dreamed of being a part of something
that changes the world.
In dozens of slave conspiracy scares in North American and the Caribbean, colonists
terrorized and killed slaves whom they accused of planning to take over the colony. Jason T.
Sharples explains the deep origins and historical triggers of these incidents and argues that
conspiracy scares bound society together through shared fear.
Mead’s fifth collection candidly and openly explores the long process that is death. These
resonant poems discover what it means to live, die, and come home again. We’re drawn in by
sorrow and grief, but also the joys of celebrating a long life and how simple it is to find laughter
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and light in the quietest and darkest of moments.
Unafraid to speak her mind and famously tenacious in her convictions, Eleanor Roosevelt was
still mourning the death of FDR when she was asked by President Truman to lead a
controversial commission, under the auspices of the newly formed United Nations, to forge the
world’s first international bill of rights. A World Made New is the dramatic and inspiring story of
the remarkable group of men and women from around the world who participated in this
historic achievement and gave us the founding document of the modern human rights
movement. Spurred on by the horrors of the Second World War and working against the clock
in the brief window of hope between the armistice and the Cold War, they grappled together to
articulate a new vision of the rights that every man and woman in every country around the
world should share, regardless of their culture or religion. A landmark work of narrative history
based in part on diaries and letters to which Mary Ann Glendon, an award-winning professor of
law at Harvard University, was given exclusive access, A World Made New is the first book
devoted to this crucial turning point in Eleanor Roosevelt’s life, and in world history. Finalist for
the Robert F. Kennedy Book Award
In the late nineteenth century, the first discoveries of prehistoric painting were greeted with
incredulity. How could there have been such deft and skillful artists in the world over 30,000
years ago? Noted art historian Nigel Spivey begins with this puzzle to explore the record of
humanity's artistic endeavors and their impact on our own development. Embarking with the
motto, “Everyone is an artist,” Spivey takes us on a quest to find out when and how we
humans began to explore the deepest questions of life, using visual artforms. With the help of
vivid color illustrations of some of the world's most moving and enduring works of art, Spivey
shows how that art has been used as a means of mass persuasion, essential to the creation of
hierarchical societies, and finally, the extent to which art has served as a mode of terror
management in the face of our inevitable death. Packed with new insights into ancient wonders
and fascinating stories from all around the globe, How Art Made the World is a compelling
account of how humans made art and how art makes us human.

According to accepted historical wisdom, the goal of the African Colonization
Society (ACS), founded in 1816 to return freed slaves to Africa, was borne of
desperation and illustrated just how intractable the problems of race and slavery
had become in the nineteenth-century United States. But for Brandon Mills, the
ACS was part of a much wider pattern of national and international expansion.
Similar efforts on the part of the young nation to create, in Thomas Jefferson's
words, an "empire of liberty," spanned Native removal, the annexation of Texas
and California, filibustering campaigns in Latin America, and American
missionary efforts in Hawaii, as well as the founding of Liberia in 1821. Mills
contends that these diverse currents of U.S. expansionism were ideologically
linked and together comprised a capacious colonization movement that both
reflected and shaped a wide range of debates over race, settlement, citizenship,
and empire in the early republic. The World Colonization Made chronicles the rise
and fall of the colonization movement as a political force within the United
States—from its roots in the crises of the Revolutionary era, to its peak with the
creation of the ACS, to its ultimate decline with emancipation and the Civil War.
The book interrogates broader issues of U.S. expansion, including the
progression of federal Indian policy, the foundations and effects of the Monroe
Doctrine and Manifest Destiny, and the growth of U.S. commercial and military
power throughout the Western hemisphere. By contextualizing the colonization
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movement in this way, Mills shows how it enabled Americans to envision a world
of self-governing republics that harmonized with racial politics at home.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • Why is democracy so threatened in
America and around the world? And what can we do about it? A former White
House aide and close confidant to President Barack Obama—and the author of
The World as It Is—travels the globe in a deeply personal, beautifully observed
quest for answers. In 2017, as Ben Rhodes was helping Barack Obama begin his
next chapter, the legacy they had worked to build for eight years was being taken
apart. To understand what was happening in America, Rhodes decided to look
outward. Over the next three years, he traveled to dozens of countries, meeting
with politicians, activists, and dissidents confronting the same nationalism and
authoritarianism that was tearing America apart. Along the way, a Russian
opposition leader he spoke with was poisoned, the Hong Kong protesters he
came to know saw their movement snuffed out, and America itself reached the
precipice of losing democracy before giving itself a second chance. Part memoir
and part reportage, After the Fall is a hugely ambitious and essential work of
discovery. In his travels, Rhodes comes to realize how much America’s
fingerprints are on a world we helped to shape, through our post–Cold War
embrace of unbridled capitalism and our post-9/11 nationalism and militarism; our
mania for technology and social media; and the racism that fueled the backlash
to America’s first Black president. At the same time, Rhodes learns from the
stories of a diverse set of characters—from Barack Obama himself to Cuban
rebels to a rising generation of international leaders—that looking squarely at
where America has gone wrong makes clear how essential it is to fight for what
America is supposed to be, for our own country and the entire world.
Mark Childress is is an artist, with an ear comparable to Eudora Welty's, which to
me is the highest praise one can give. I haven't read a Southern novel since
Losing Battles that has given me such pleasure. -- Harper Lee, author of To Kill a
Mockingbird The sense of reality with which Childress imbues his characters and
their situation is remarkable. He has the true novelist's ability to commit himself
entirely to the people and events he envisions, and this is rare; the reader is
certain at all points that the author is not playing with the subject, but writing from
deep within it. A truly outstanding book is the result. -- James Dickey A World
Made of Fire is earthy, adroit, moving -- an excellent novel by a writer of great
promise and talent. -- Jesse Hill Ford Mark Childress is a young novelist who has
written a memorable story out of the land and people of the Deep South that
throughout its length is constantly intruguing with unexpected innovations. The
ever-present undercurrent of mystical events will probably startle many readers
by arousing and bringing forth unfamiliar emotions. -- Erskine Caldwell A
wonderful and powerful novel...Childress's debut in the world of fiction is a cause
to be celebrated; he is the real thing. -- Pat Conroy Mark Childress's newfashioned saga is full of delicate electricity and raw power. -- Barry Hannah This
is a damned fine story. There is more here than story, though. This baby
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resonates. Mark Childress is a writer of almost uncanny stylistic ability and clear
vision. His eye for detail is extraordinary. It makes you want to holler Oh yeah!
like a guy who's gotten religion at a riverside camp meeting. It's close; it's
luxurious in its rightness; it fulfills the central demand of art...to make us see
more in what we always thought we were seeing. -- Stephen King A haunting first
novel...There is a clear light of genuine story-telling talent shining through it all. -Library Journal In an impressive debut, Childress has produced a spellbinding
tale in the Southern gothic tradition. A writer of poetic acuity, he evokes the
atmospher of a small Southern town and brings its inhabitants to life through their
colorful, softly cadenced speech. Childress's remarkable command of language -he uses imagery with sensuous skill -- his sure sense of plot, fueled by mysticism
and mystery, and most of all, his beautifully nuanced depiction of Stella's coming
of age, will keep readers enthralled. -- Publishers Weekly That rarest of finds, an
unsentimental coming-of-age story, A World Made of Fire is also an engrossing
mystery. Wrapped in its tale of voodoo and midnight rides is a detailed bestiary of
human emotions and behaviors. San Francisco Chronicle Mark Childress's first
novel is a complex allegory of pagan magic and Christian retribution... Mr.
Childress writes his haunting novel with poetic cadences in brief, intense
chapters. He is an author of imagination. Stella's coming of age in grief and
loneliness is drawn wtih graceful authenticity. -- Valerie Miner, The New York
Times Book Review A startlingly original first novel. Not only do a great many
marvelous things happen, they do so in a time and place so untapped that
Childress is able to claim the territory as his alone. He has marked himself, at the
tender age of twenty-six, as a major new fictional voice. -- Bruce van Wyngarden,
Saturday Review
In the recent past, enormous creative energy has gone into the study of
American slavery, with major explorations of the extent to which African culture
affected the culture of black Americans and with an almost totally new
assessment of slave culture as Afro-American. Accompanying this new
awareness of the African values brought into America, however, is an automatic
assumption that white traditions influenced black ones. In this view, although the
institution of slaver is seen as important, blacks are not generally treated as
actors nor is their "divergent culture" seen as having had a wide-ranging effect on
whites. Historians working in this area generally assume two social systems in
America, one black and one white, and cultural divergence between slaves and
masters. It is the thesis of this book that blacks, Africans, and Afro-Americans,
deeply influenced white's perceptions, values, and identity, and that although two
world views existed, there was a deep symbiotic relatedness that must be
explored if we are to understand either or both of them. This exploration raises
many questions and suggests many possibilities and probabilities, but it also
establishes how thoroughly whites and blacks intermixed within the system of
slavery and how extensive was the resulting cultural interaction.
It's never too early to start building an appreciation and understanding of our
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Creator, the Bible, and basic learning skills. Developed by a professional with 30
years' experience in early childhood education, this creation preschool curriculum
is a wonderful opportunity to start building a solid faith foundation while children
learn about the world around them with lessons children will enthusiastically
enjoy. Thirteen comprehensive curriculum lessons combine science, art, physical
activities, Bible memorization, and songs, as well as activity suggestions for
younger and older students!
New York Times Bestseller • New York Times Notable Book 2014 • Winner of
the Royal Society Winton Prize for Science Books “A thrilling account of the
modern material world.” —Wall Street Journal "Miodownik, a materials scientist,
explains the history and science behind things such as paper, glass, chocolate,
and concrete with an infectious enthusiasm." —Scientific American Why is glass
see-through? What makes elastic stretchy? Why does any material look and
behave the way it does? These are the sorts of questions that renowned
materials scientist Mark Miodownik constantly asks himself. Miodownik studies
objects as ordinary as an envelope and as unexpected as concrete cloth,
uncovering the fascinating secrets that hold together our physical world. In Stuff
Matters, Miodownik explores the materials he encounters in a typical morning,
from the steel in his razor to the foam in his sneakers. Full of enthralling tales of
the miracles of engineering that permeate our lives, Stuff Matters will make you
see stuff in a whole new way. "Stuff Matters is about hidden wonders, the
astonishing properties of materials we think boring, banal, and unworthy of
attention...It's possible this science and these stories have been told elsewhere,
but like the best chocolatiers, Miodownik gets the blend right." —New York Times
Book Review
Bestselling author and acclaimed physicist Lawrence Krauss offers a paradigmshifting view of how everything that exists came to be in the first place. “Where
did the universe come from? What was there before it? What will the future
bring? And finally, why is there something rather than nothing?” One of the few
prominent scientists today to have crossed the chasm between science and
popular culture, Krauss describes the staggeringly beautiful experimental
observations and mind-bending new theories that demonstrate not only can
something arise from nothing, something will always arise from nothing. With a
new preface about the significance of the discovery of the Higgs particle, A
Universe from Nothing uses Krauss’s characteristic wry humor and wonderfully
clear explanations to take us back to the beginning of the beginning, presenting
the most recent evidence for how our universe evolved—and the implications for
how it’s going to end. Provocative, challenging, and delightfully readable, this is
a game-changing look at the most basic underpinning of existence and a
powerful antidote to outmoded philosophical, religious, and scientific thinking.
What would the world look like if America were to reduce its role as a global
leader in order to focus all its energies on solving its problems at home? And is
America really in decline? Robert Kagan, New York Times best-selling author
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and one of the country's most influential strategic thinkers, paints a vivid,
alarming picture of what the world might look like if the United States were truly to
let its influence wane. Although Kagan asserts that much of the current
pessimism is misplaced, he warns that if America were indeed to commit
preemptive superpower suicide, the world would see the return of war among
rising nations as they jostle for power; the retreat of democracy around the world
as Vladimir Putin's Russia and authoritarian China acquire more clout; and the
weakening of the global free-market economy, which the United States created
and has supported for more than sixty years. We've seen this before - in the
breakdown of the Roman Empire and the collapse of the European order in
World War I. Potent, incisive, and engaging, The World America Made is a
reminder that the American world order is worth preserving, and America dare
not decline.
NOW A MAJOR MOTION PICTURE STARRING NOAH WYLE, JEREMY IRVINE, MINKA
KELLY, ADELAIDE CLEMENS, STEVE EARLE, AND HALEY JOEL OSMENT. "ONE OF THE
MAJOR WRITERS OF OUR TIME."—THE ATLANTA JOURNAL-CONSTITUTION Travis
Shelton is seventeen the summer he wanders into the woods onto private property outside his
North Carolina hometown, discovers a grove of marijuana large enough to make him some
serious money, and steps into the jaws of a bear trap. After hours of passing in and out of
consciousness, Travis is discovered by Carlton Toomey, the wise and vicious farmer who set
the trap to protect his plants, and Travis's confrontation with the subtle evils within his rural
world has begun. Before long, Travis has moved out of his parents' home to live with Leonard
Shuler, a one-time schoolteacher who lost his job and custody of his daughter years ago, when
he was framed by a vindictive student. Now Leonard lives with his dogs and his sometime
girlfriend in a run-down trailer outside town, deals a few drugs, and studies journals from the
Civil War. Travis becomes his student, of sorts, and the fate of these two outsiders becomes
increasingly entwined as the community's terrible past and corrupt present bear down on each
of them from every direction, leading to a violent reckoning—not only with Toomey, but with the
legacy of the Civil War massacre that, even after a century, continues to divide an Appalachian
community. Vivid, harrowing yet ultimately hopeful, The World Made Straight is Ron Rash's
subtlest exploration yet of the painful conflict between the bonds of home and the desire for
independence.
How philosophy transformed human knowledge and the world we live in Philosophical
investigation is the root of all human knowledge. Developing new concepts, reinterpreting old
truths, and reconceptualizing fundamental questions, philosophy has progressed—and driven
human progress—for more than two millennia. In short, we live in a world philosophy made. In
this concise history of philosophy's world-shaping impact, Scott Soames demonstrates that the
modern world—including its science, technology, and politics—simply would not be possible
without the accomplishments of philosophy. Firmly rebutting the misconception of philosophy
as ivory-tower thinking, Soames traces its essential contributions to fields as diverse as law
and logic, psychology and economics, relativity and rational decision theory. Beginning with the
giants of ancient Greek philosophy, The World Philosophy Made chronicles the achievements
of the great thinkers, from the medieval and early modern eras to the present. It explores how
philosophy has shaped our language, science, mathematics, religion, culture, morality,
education, and politics, as well as our understanding of ourselves. Philosophy's idea of rational
inquiry as the key to theoretical knowledge and practical wisdom has transformed the world in
which we live. From the laws that govern society to the digital technology that permeates
modern life, philosophy has opened up new possibilities and set us on more productive paths.
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The World Philosophy Made explains and illuminates as never before the inexhaustible
richness of philosophy and its influence on our individual and collective lives.
A cryptic and mysterious case history appears in the autobiography of pioneering Swiss
psychiatrist Carl Jung: 'A lady came to my office. She refused to give her name . . . What she
had to communicate to me was a confession. Some twenty years ago, she had committed a
murder . . .' Jung's encounter with the woman had an explosive effect on him, and brought him
very close to total breakdown. Morris West recreates this episode in a gripping blend of truth
and dramatic speculation. Set in pre-World War I Europe, The World is Made of Glass is a
powerful novel of love, sexual obsession, murder and guilt. It has been called Morris West's
finest creation of the imagination. 'An audacious and wonderful novel.' The Mail on Sunday 'An
enthralling story.' The Spectator
In this “richly imagined” dystopian vision, mankind must find a way to survive as modern
civilization slowly comes apart (O, The Oprah Magazine). When Earth ran dry of oil, the age of
the automobile came to an end; electricity flickered out. With deprivation came
desperation—and desperation drove humanity backward to a state of existence few could have
imagined. In the tiny hamlet of Union Grove, New York, every day is a struggle. For Mayor
Robert Earle, it is a battle to keep the citizens united. As the bonds of civilization are torn apart
by war, famine, and violence, there are some who aim to carve out a new society: one in which
might makes right—a world of tyranny, subjugation, and death. A world Earle must fight against
. . . In his shocking nonfiction work, The Long Emergency, social commentator James Howard
Kunstler explored the reality of what would happen if the engines stopped running. In World
Made by Hand, he offers a stark glimpse of that future in a work of speculative fiction that
stands as “an impassioned and invigorating tale whose ultimate message is one of hope, not
despair” (San Francisco Chronicle). “Brilliant.” —Alan Cheuse, Chicago Tribune “It frightens
without being ridiculously nightmarish, it cautions without being too judgmental, and it offers
glimmers of hope we don’t have to read between the lines to comprehend.” —Baltimore City
Paper
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • REESE’S BOOK CLUB PICK • From a leading voice on
racial justice, an eye-opening account of growing up Black, Christian, and female that exposes
how white America’s love affair with “diversity” so often falls short of its ideals. “Austin
Channing Brown introduces herself as a master memoirist. This book will break open hearts
and minds.”—Glennon Doyle, #1 New York Times bestselling author of Untamed Austin
Channing Brown’s first encounter with a racialized America came at age seven, when she
discovered her parents named her Austin to deceive future employers into thinking she was a
white man. Growing up in majority-white schools and churches, Austin writes, “I had to learn
what it means to love blackness,” a journey that led to a lifetime spent navigating America’s
racial divide as a writer, speaker, and expert helping organizations practice genuine inclusion.
In a time when nearly every institution (schools, churches, universities, businesses) claims to
value diversity in its mission statement, Austin writes in breathtaking detail about her journey to
self-worth and the pitfalls that kill our attempts at racial justice. Her stories bear witness to the
complexity of America’s social fabric—from Black Cleveland neighborhoods to private schools
in the middle-class suburbs, from prison walls to the boardrooms at majority-white
organizations. For readers who have engaged with America’s legacy on race through the
writing of Ta-Nehisi Coates and Michael Eric Dyson, I’m Still Here is an illuminating look at
how white, middle-class, Evangelicalism has participated in an era of rising racial hostility,
inviting the reader to confront apathy, recognize God’s ongoing work in the world, and
discover how blackness—if we let it—can save us all.
From plastics to smart materials to never-before-seen composites, scientists have transformed
the raw materials of the wilderness into the stuff of the modern world. Now, award-winning
journalist Ivan Amato explores this fascinating science.Prehistory was stuck in the Stone Age
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partly because it lacked the scientific know-how to smelt iron from rocky ores. The Industrial
Revolution owed its birth to the geniuses who figured out how to make large amounts of steel.
Postwar America can thank or hang in effigy John Wesley Hyatt, who gave us plastics. And
twenty-first-century America may well rise, or fall, depending on how far ahead it remains in the
development of smart materials. The most important factor in technological progress today is
the ability of the materials scientist to take apart and reconfigure the physical stuff of the world
into substances that have never existed naturally on Earth.Much more than a history of the
material sciences, Stuff brims with interviews with cutting-edge experts in the field, many of
whom are building new materials literally atom by atom, and describes such astounding
achievements as artificial diamonds created from peanut butter and how nanotechnologists are
building new-age, state-of-the-art machines no thicker than a few hundred atoms. Compelling
and informative, it gives readers a marvelous glimpse into the modern world of technology and
the smart materials that are at the forefront of tomorrow's breakthroughs in computers, military
weaponry, electronics, and more.
'A work of remarkable scope' - Guardian FT Best science books of 2018 Primate Change has
been adapted into a radio series for the BBC WORLD SERVICE. * This is the road from
climate change to primate change. PRIMATE CHANGE is a wide-ranging, polemical look at
how and why the human body has changed since humankind first got up on two feet. Spanning
the entirety of human history - from primate to transhuman - Vybarr Cregan-Reid's book
investigates where we came from, who we are today and how modern technology will change
us beyond recognition. In the last two hundred years, humans have made such a tremendous
impact on the world that our geological epoch is about to be declared the 'Anthropocene', or
the Age of Man. But while we have been busy changing the shape of the world we inhabit, the
ways of living that we have been building have, as if under the cover of darkness, been
transforming our bodies and altering the expression of our DNA, too. Primate Change
beautifully unscrambles the complex architecture of our modern human bodies, built over
millions of years and only starting to give up on us now. 'Our bodies are in a shock. Modern
living is as bracing to the human body as jumping through a hole in the ice. Our bodies do not
know what century they were born into and they are defending and deforming themselves in
response.'
The World Needs Who You Were Made to Be, the second children's book by New York Times
bestselling author Joanna Gaines, illustrated by Julianna Swaney, celebrates how creativity
and acceptance can come together to make for a bright and beautiful adventure. The book
follows a group of children as they each build their very own hot-air balloons. As the kids work
together, leaning into their own skills and processes, to fill the sky with beautiful colors, we
discover that the same is true for life--it's more beautiful and vibrant when our differences are
celebrated. Together with Joanna, you and your kids will take a journey of growth and
imagination as you learn in full color that: We should celebrate every child's one-of-a-kind
strengths as well as teamwork and acceptance of differences Everything can be made more
beautiful when we share our talents and abilities We should lend a helping hand and do our
best to take care of one another The World Needs Who You Were Made to Be is a vibrant
picture book perfect for: Ages 4-8 Parents, libraries, classroom story times, and discussions
about diversity and being a good human being Households that enjoy watching Chip and
Joanna on Magnolia Network and HGTV's Fixer Upper With plenty of pink, a bounty of blue,
orange and green and yellow too, this vibrant hot-air balloon adventure celebrates every child
and teaches kids that we are in this together. "You're one of a kind, and it's so clear to see:
The world needs who you were made to be."
Galileo described the universe as a large book written in the language of mathematics, which
can only be read by those with knowledge of its characters triangles, circles and other
geometrical figures. In How the World Is Made John Michell explains how ancient peoples who
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grasped the timeless principles of sacred geometry were able to create flourishing societies.
His more than 300 colour illustrations reveal the secret code within these geometrical figures
and how they express the spiritual meanings in the key numbers of 1 through 12. He identifies
the various regular shapes and shows their constructions; their natural symbolism; their
meetings, matings and ways of breeding; and their functions within the universal order. In the
process, Michell helps us see the world in a new light. Disparate shapes and their
corresponding numbers are woven together, resolving themselves into an all-inclusive world
image that pattern in the heavens, as Socrates called it, which anyone can find and establish
within themselves.
An explanation for non-scientists of the research and discoveries of 20thcentury physicists,
such as quantum theory, relativity theory, electrons and hadrons.
What makes the modern world work? The answer to this deceptively simple question lies in
four "grand transitions" of civilization--in populations, agriculture, energy, and
economics--which have transformed the way we live. Societies that have undergone all four
transitions emerge into an era of radically different population dynamics, food surpluses (and
waste), abundant energy use, and expanding economic opportunities. Simultaneously, in other
parts of the world, hundreds of millions remain largely untouched by these developments.
Through erudite storytelling, Vaclav Smil investigates the fascinating and complex interactions
of these transitions. He argues that the moral imperative to share modernity's benefits has
become more acute with increasing economic inequality, but addressing this imbalance would
make it exceedingly difficult to implement the changes necessary for the long-term
preservation of the environment. Thus, managing the fifth transition--environmental changes
from natural-resource depletion, biodiversity loss, and global warming--will determine the
success or eventual failure of the grand transitions that have made the world we live in today.
A New York Times-bestselling author explains how the physical world shaped the history of our
species When we talk about human history, we often focus on great leaders, population forces,
and decisive wars. But how has the earth itself determined our destiny? Our planet wobbles,
driving changes in climate that forced the transition from nomadism to farming. Mountainous
terrain led to the development of democracy in Greece. Atmospheric circulation patterns later
on shaped the progression of global exploration, colonization, and trade. Even today, voting
behavior in the south-east United States ultimately follows the underlying pattern of 75 millionyear-old sediments from an ancient sea. Everywhere is the deep imprint of the planetary on the
human. From the cultivation of the first crops to the founding of modern states, Origins reveals
the breathtaking impact of the earth beneath our feet on the shape of our human civilizations.
In this dynamic and utterly novel presentation, David Loy explores the fascinating proposition
that the stories we tell--about what is and is not possible, about ourselves, about right and
wrong, life and death, about the world and everything in it--become the very building blocks of
our experience and of reality itself. Loy uses an intriguing mixture of quotations from familiar
and less-familiar sources and brief stand-alone micro-essays, engaging the reader in
challenging and illuminating dialogue. As we come to see that the world is made--in a word--of
stories, we come to a richer understanding of that most elusive of Buddhist ideas: shunyata,
the "generative emptiness" that is the all-pervading quality inherent to all mental and physical
forms in our ever-changing world. Reminiscent of Zen koans and works of sophisticated
poetry, this book will reward both a casual read and deep reflection.
How the World Was Made is a traditional Cherokee creation story. It takes place during a time
when animals did many of the things that people can do. When the earth was young, the
animals lived on a rock above it, and the earth was covered with water. The animals needed
more room, but where could they find it? This book retells the delightful Cherokee tale of how
the earth was created, while teaching the valuable lesson that even the smallest creature can
make a big difference. Written in both Cherokee and English so readers can become
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acquainted with the Cherokee syllabary and language.
Our planet's future is too often described in terms of doom and despair. However, there is
another perspective that is not only positive, but credible, too. The World We Made describes a
planet that is green, fair, connected, and collaborative. Based on extensive research, leading
environmentalist Jonathon Porritt reveals how we can achieve a genuinely sustainable world
by 2050 if we act immediately. Part history, part narrative, The World We Made describes the
key events, technological breakthroughs, and lifestyle revolutions that could transform our
planet, covering topics as wide-ranging as 3D printing, personal genomics, urban agriculture,
and the digital landscape. The book's innovative ideas are brought to life with futuristic
photographs, infographics, and hand-drawn sketches, while an extensive index provides the
tools and tips needed to prepare for what's ahead. The World We Made is essential reading for
anyone interested in preserving our planet. All royalties will support the work of Forum for the
Future, one of the world's leading sustainable development non-profits.
Can you make an ice cube disappear? Put it on a hot sidewalk. It melts into water and then
vanishes! The ice cube changes from solid to liquid to gas. This Level 2 Let's-Read-and-FindOut picture book is a fascinating exploration of the three states of matter. This nonfiction
picture book is an excellent choice to share during homeschooling, in particular for children
ages 4 to 6. It’s a fun way to learn to read and as a supplement for activity books for children.
Now rebranded with a new cover look, this classic picture book features rich vocabulary and
uses simple, fun diagrams to explain the difference between solids, liquids and gases. This
book also includes a find out more section with experiments designed to encourage further
exploration and introduce record keeping. Both text and artwork were vetted for accuracy by
Dr. Leonard Fine, formerly of Columbia University, and Dr. Karin Block of the Department of
Earth and Atmospheric Sciences at the City College of New York. This is a Level 2 Let's-Readand-Find-Out, which means the book explores more challenging concepts perfect for children
in the primary grades and supports the Common Core Learning Standards and Next
Generation Science Standards. Let's-Read-and-Find-Out is the winner of the American
Association for the Advancement of Science/Subaru Science Books & Films Prize for
Outstanding Science Series.

Understand where we came from. Whether you're an avid student of the Bible or
a skeptic of its relevance, The Book That Made Your World will transform your
perception of its influence on virtually every facet of Western civilization. Indian
philosopher Vishal Mangalwadi reveals the personal motivation that fueled his
own study of the Bible and systematically illustrates how its precepts became the
framework for societal structure throughout the last millennium. From politics and
science, to academia and technology, the Bible's sacred copy became the key
that unlocked the Western mind. Through Mangalwadi's wide-ranging and
fascinating investigation, you'll discover: What triggered the West's passion for
scientific, medical, and technological advancement How the biblical notion of
human dignity informs the West's social structure and how it intersects with other
worldviews How the Bible created a fertile ground for women to find social and
economic empowerment How the Bible has uniquely equipped the West to
cultivate compassion, human rights, prosperity, and strong families The role of
the Bible in the transformation of education How the modern literary notion of a
hero has been shaped by the Bible's archetypal protagonist Journey with
Mangalwadi as he examines the origins of a civilization's greatness and the
misguided beliefs that threaten to unravel its progress. Learn how the Bible
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transformed the social, political, and religious institutions that have sustained
Western culture for the past millennium, and discover how secular corruption
endangers the stability and longevity of Western civilization. Endorsements:
“This is an extremely significant piece of work with huge global implications.
Vishal brings a timely message.” (Ravi Zacharias, author, Walking from East to
West and Beyond Opinion) “In polite society, the mere mention of the Bible often
introduces a certain measure of anxiety. A serious discussion on the Bible can
bring outright contempt. Therefore, it is most refreshing to encounter this
engaging and informed assessment of the Bible’s profound impact on the
modern world. Where Bloom laments the closing of the American mind,
Mangalwadi brings a refreshing optimism.” (Stanley Mattson, founder and
president, C. S. Lewis Foundation) “Vishal Mangalwadi recounts history in very
broad strokes, always using his cross-cultural perspectives for highlighting the
many benefits of biblical principles in shaping civilization.” (George Marsden,
professor, University of Notre Dame; author, Fundamentalism and American
Culture)
At the close of the Civil War, it was clear that the military conflict that began in
South Carolina and was fought largely east of the Mississippi River had changed
the politics, policy, and daily life of the entire nation. In an expansive reimagining
of post–Civil War America, the essays in this volume explore these profound
changes not only in the South but also in the Southwest, in the Great Plains, and
abroad. Resisting the tendency to use Reconstruction as a catchall, the
contributors instead present diverse histories of a postwar nation that stubbornly
refused to adopt a unified ideology and remained violently in flux. Portraying the
social and political landscape of postbellum America writ large, this volume
demonstrates that by breaking the boundaries of region and race and moving
past existing critical frameworks, we can appreciate more fully the competing and
often contradictory ideas about freedom and equality that continued to define the
United States and its place in the nineteenth-century world. Contributors include
Amanda Claybaugh, Laura F. Edwards, Crystal N. Feimster, C. Joseph GenetinPilawa, Steven Hahn, Luke E. Harlow, Stephen Kantrowitz, Barbara Krauthamer,
K. Stephen Prince, Stacey L. Smith, Amy Dru Stanley, Kidada E. Williams, and
Andrew Zimmerman.
How memetic media—aggregate texts that are collectively created, circulated, and
transformed—become a part of public conversations that shape broader cultural
debates. Internet memes—digital snippets that can make a joke, make a point, or
make a connection—are now a lingua franca of online life. They are collectively
created, circulated, and transformed by countless users across vast networks.
Most of us have seen the cat playing the piano, Kanye interrupting, Kanye
interrupting the cat playing the piano. In The World Made Meme, Ryan Milner
argues that memes, and the memetic process, are shaping public conversation.
It's hard to imagine a major pop cultural or political moment that doesn't generate
a constellation of memetic texts. Memetic media, Milner writes, offer participation
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by reappropriation, balancing the familiar and the foreign as new iterations
intertwine with established ideas. New commentary is crafted by the mediated
circulation and transformation of old ideas. Through memetic media, small
strands weave together big conversations. Milner considers the formal and social
dimensions of memetic media, and outlines five basic logics that structure them:
multimodality, reappropriation, resonance, collectivism, and spread. He examines
how memetic media both empower and exclude during public conversations,
exploring the potential for public voice despite everyday antagonisms. Milner
argues that memetic media enable the participation of many voices even in the
midst of persistent inequality. This new kind of participatory conversation, he
contends, complicates the traditional culture industries. When age-old
gatekeepers intertwine with new ways of sharing information, the relationship
between collective participation and individual expression becomes ambivalent.
For better or worse—and Milner offers examples of both—memetic media have
changed the nature of public conversations.
STRONGNamed one of the Top 10 Books of 2008 by The Times-Picayune.
STRONGWinner of the 2009 Humanities Book of the Year award from the
Louisiana Endowment for the Humanities.STRONG STRONGAwarded the New
Orleans Gulf South Booksellers Association Book of the Year Award for 2008.
New Orleans is the most elusive of American cities. The product of the centurieslong struggle among three mighty empires--France, Spain, and England--and
among their respective American colonies and enslaved African peoples, it has
always seemed like a foreign port to most Americans, baffled as they are by its
complex cultural inheritance. The World That Made New Orleans offers a new
perspective on this insufficiently understood city by telling the remarkable story of
New Orleans's first century--a tale of imperial war, religious conflict, the search
for treasure, the spread of slavery, the Cuban connection, the cruel aristocracy of
sugar, and the very different revolutions that created the United States and Haiti.
It demonstrates that New Orleans already had its own distinct personality at the
time of Louisiana's statehood in 1812. By then, important roots of American
music were firmly planted in its urban swamp--especially in the dances at Congo
Square, where enslaved Africans and African Americans appeared en masse on
Sundays to, as an 1819 visitor to the city put it, &“rock the city.&” This book is a
logical continuation of Ned Sublette's previous volume, Cuba and Its Music: From
the First Drums to the Mambo, which was highly praised for its synthesis of
musical, cultural, and political history. Just as that book has become a standard
resource on Cuba, so too will The World That Made New Orleans long remain
essential for understanding the beautiful and tragic story of this most American of
cities.
Follows the unusual relationship that grows between Nuala, an Irish immigrant
nurse, and her patient, James Blatchley, a man on life support, as he slips in and
out of a coma
From the author of the bestselling children's book When God Made You comes a
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rhythmic, whimsical journey through creation--for little readers who love science
and wonder and the beginnings of all things. For spiritual parents who are looking
for a different kind of creation book, Matthew Paul Turner's When God Made the
World focuses on the complex way that God created our vast and scientifically
operating universe, including the biodiversity of life on our planet and the
intricacies of a vast solar system. Scottish illustrator Gillian Gamble brings the
natural world to vibrant life with rich colors and poignant detail certain to stretch
young minds and engage imaginations. Planet Earth, God made a blue and
green sphere, And designed it to orbit the sun once a year. God made daytime
and nighttime, climates and seasons, And all kinds of weather that vary by
region. God made continents and oceans, islands and seas, A north and south
pole that God put in deep freeze. God carved rivers and brooks, mountains and
caves, Made beaches with sand and huge crashing waves. God made tropics
and plateaus, glaciers and meadows, marshes and tundras and erupting
volcanos.
This new edition of Friedman's landmark book explains the flattening of the world
better than ever- and takes a new measure of the effects of this change on each
of us.
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