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With an alarming escalating frequency families are being devastatingly torn apart by the power
struggle of conflicting ideas and intentions surrounding culture, politics, race relations,
education, child rearing, economics, and other concerns critical to the family structure. Are
some relationships torn apart because of social, spiritual, religious, racial, and cultural
viewpoints that are forced to coexist in the same place at the same time? Is the idea of cultural
homogeny within a household or long-term relationship based on a short sighted utopian flight
of the imagination? This book uncovers the subversive, but aggressive, tactics often used by
society/parents/children, in lopsided cross-cultural "unions", that work to disconnect families
from their familial root and center. This work address the challenge of imparting healthy values
to a current or former spouses while also fighting to safeguard the minds and spirits of your
children. To this end, "Suicidal Family" highlights the harmful effects of cultural mixing within
the context of a long term intimate relationship or family. This work is a practical guidebook
accompanied by engaging fictional narratives; complete with techniques and exercises that
you can use straight away to bring order to the chaos of a split-camp relationship or family.
"Suicidal Family" deals with the solutions needed for dating, marital, and post marriage
rebalancing as a result of cross-cultural blending. Follow the lives of three couples and witness
the genesis of their relationships and their well earned destinations. The author provides
answers for those trying to maintain order and unity with their children, in-laws, and exspouses after a parental separation. Through the methods provided herein you will learn how
to choose your long-term partner more wisely and end the mayhem of cross-cultural
mismatching in your relationship and home.
What does it mean to give life to movement? This book answers the question through an
ethnographic study and history of the Silvestre Dance Technique, created by Brazilian master
teacher, dancer and choreographer Rosangela Silvestre. From the Brazilian arts movements of
the 1970s to the global practice of Silvestre Technique today, the author explores the
importance of understanding self-capacity and capability. The applied theory of the dance
technique is explored through a series of interviews, physical practice and training.
"Life is fundamentally a process of perpetual and mutual communication; and to communicate
is to emit and to receive waves and radiations (minika ye minienie). This process of, receiving
and releasing or passing them on (tambula ye tambikisa) is the key to human beings game of
survival. A person is perpetually bathed by radiations' weight, (zitu kia minienie). The weight
(zitu/demo) of radiations may have a negative as well as positive impact on any tiny being, for
example a person who represents the most vibrating: "kolo" (knot) of relationships." "The
following expressions are very common among the Bantu, in general, and among the Kongo in
particular, which prove to us the antiquity of these concepts in the African continent; Our
businesses are waved/shaken; our health is waved/shaken; what we possess is
waved/shaken; the communities are waved/shaken: Where are these (negative) waves coming
from (Salu bieto bieti nikunwa; mavimpi nikunwa; biltuvwidi nikunwa; makanda nikunwa: Kwe
kutukanga minika miami)?" "For the Bantu, a person lives and moves within an ocean of
waves/radiations. One is sensitive or immune to them. To be sensitive to waves is to be able to
react negatively or positively to those waves/forces. But to be immune to surrounding
waves/forces, is to be less reactive to them or not at all. These differences account for varying
degrees in the process of knowing/learning among individuals" --BOOK Cover.
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divided into tens of thousands of directions. On the outside, there was the Great Gale Divine
Cliff, and inside, there was the Divine Sect's pavilion. He was young and did not know where to
be worried about, so he returned the favor to the envoy. After crossing a few days and still
coming back today, she asked the two of them if they were in the same boat. He did not wait
for the ten-year seal to disappear, and in the blink of an eye, he was gone. When there is a
bottle of wine this night, there will be a beautiful woman in between. If the gods and devils were
to give up together, he would not lose sight of the sword tomorrow. Close]
In Beholding Beauty: Sa?di of Shiraz and the Aesthetics of Desire in Medieval Persian Poetry,
Domenico Ingenito explores the unstudied connections between eroticism, spirituality, and
politics in the lyric poetry of 13th-century literary master Sa‘di Shirazi.
"Shrine and Altar" is a journey into the base elements that are used to establish a sacred
space of mindful meditation, spiritual awakening, and divine communion with the guardian
forces of the cosmos. In this work the reader will be given tools in the form of knowledge that
they can use as the building blocks for their spiritual work. A sacred space is a focused portal
and spiritual gateway to worlds beyond our own. In this life of five sensory perception physical
tools are often utilized in order to align all of our faculties to one intention. The erecting of a
sacred space accomplishes this goal as it creates a single focused environment aimed at the
singular goal of spiritual cultivation and empowerment. This book pursues a simplistic
approach to altar/shrine erection in order to establish a foundational facility in the reader and
spiritual aspirant. Before you lend your efforts to the design and construction of your next
sacred space, you would do well to study the gems offered in this great work.
The Trinity is supposed to be the central, foundational doctrine of our entire Christian belief
system, yet we're often told that we shouldn't attempt to understand it because it is a
‘mystery’. Should we presume to try to breach this mystery? If we could, how would it
transform our relationship with God and renew our lives? The word Trinity is not found in the
New Testament—it wasn't until the third century that early Christian father Tertullian coined
it—but the idea of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit was present in Jesus' life and teachings and from
the very beginning of the Christian experience. In the pages of this book, internationally
recognized teacher Richard Rohr circles around this most paradoxical idea as he explores the
nature of God—circling around being an apt metaphor for this mystery we're trying to
apprehend. Early Christians who came to be known as the ‘Desert Mothers and Fathers’
applied the Greek verb perichoresis to the mystery of the Trinity. The best translation of this
odd-sounding word is dancing. Our word choreography comes from the same root. Although
these early Christians gave us some highly conceptualized thinking on the life of the Trinity, the
best they could say, again and again, was, Whatever is going on in God is a flow—it's like a
dance. But God is not a dancer—He is the dance itself. That idea might sound novel, but it is
about as traditional as you can get. God is the dance itself, and He invites you to be a part of
that dance. Are you ready to join in?

Grasping the Root of Divine PowerANU Sesh
A sword & sorcery LitRPG adventure! Dungeon Dive follows the adventures of a young
Aveyad, a newly-made champion of Crotana. Join him and his fellow champion, Talia,
as they battle their God’s foes and embark upon a dungeon crawl… a task they may not
be equal to yet. Join Aveyad and Talia on their crawl through a dungeon infested with
demons in a race against the clock to save their kingdom! Please note this is a LitRPG
story and contains roleplaying gaming elements. Dungeon Dive is light novel of
approximately 200 pages and is book 1 of the Tales of the Gods' Game.
Have you ever had an unexplained phenomena - a knock at the door but no one there;
the hairs on your arm stand up, as though you're suddenly chilled; a gradual aroma
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body, like someone stroking your hair; or dreams of your deceased loved ones? These
are just a few examples of how your ancestors and spirit guides may be trying to gain
your attention. Are you curious, WHY? Perhaps the world is divided into two kinds of
people; those who can only fathom the solid material life (the visible world) and those
who perceive that there is an active spiritual presence (an invisible reality) operative in
most of our lives. Whether this perception is faint or fully actualized, the book Ancestor
Paths is the ultimate road map to developing a clear understanding of the spirit world
and why spirits try to commune with the living. It also explains how our lives are
enhanced and healed through positive interaction with spirit. This book is filled with
clear, understandable information on communing with those on the other side and
provides outstanding insight on how your spiritual skills and talents can be developed to
aid you and your family. Ancestral reverence is as old as human beings and has always
been understood as a powerful force for individual, family, cultural and community
strength and stability. The Lukumi/Yoruba priestess Aladokun, illuminates how honoring
your ancestors and working with your guides can add enormous clarity, direction and
peace to your life. Her soothing explanations, advice, caveats, counseling, and explicit
directions makes you feel as if you have the most supportive teacher in the world. In a
clear and easy to read narrative, she guides us through the infrastructure of the spirit
realm, helping us to understand that our divine relationships continue and supports us
in our spiritual growth. This guide, newly expanded, is filled with cogent answers to
some of the worse misunderstandings we all have about spirit work. She's able to
remove the irrational fear we sometimes have of our ancient practices, simplifying the
rules of contact for building strong spiritual relationships. No matter where you are on
the belief continuum, intrepid beginner or sage spirit practitioner, the comprehensive
way this guide is written will make you keep it close at hand. The basics are well
covered but it also takes us deeper into the secrets of self preparation, ritual and the
power of prayer. She helps us to see that this is not just a curiosity or a hobby, but
perhaps the most effective way for us to evolve ourselves, our families and the world. If
you're a beginner, with your heart leading you deeper into spirit connection, you won't
find a better step by step primer on developing your skills and natural talents. If you're
an experienced spiritualist/practitioner, you'll be inspired in all new ways with newly
added prayers, quotes and anecdotes that strengthen your understanding of why this
work is sacred and the most important work that we do; the perfect book to support
your work in guiding your students, clients, and godchildren on their spiritual path. And
for the curious, you'll get an honest rendition about spirit life, gain some powerful
insights, and, hopefully, become inspired by the stories and processes as revealed by
an authentic priestess, Aladokun. Lastly, Ancestor Paths is a tribute to all divinities
within the universe that continue to guide, bless, and elevate our souls towards higher
consciousness and enlightenment.
The perfect gift! A specially priced, beautifully designed hardcover edition of The Joy of
the Gospel with a foreword by Robert Barron and an afterword by James Martin, SJ.
“The joy of the gospel fills the hearts and lives of all who encounter Jesus… In this
Exhortation I wish to encourage the Christian faithful to embark upon a new chapter of
evangelization marked by this joy, while pointing out new paths for the Church’s
journey in years to come.” – Pope Francis This special edition of Pope Francis's
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century. Examining the many obstacles to faith and what can be done to overcome
those hurdles, he emphasizes the importance of service to God and all his creation.
Advocating for “the homeless, the addicted, refugees, indigenous peoples, the elderly
who are increasingly isolated and abandoned,” the Holy Father shows us how to
respond to poverty and current economic challenges that affect us locally and globally.
Ultimately, Pope Francis demonstrates how to develop a more personal relationship
with Jesus Christ, “to recognize the traces of God’s Spirit in events great and small.”
Profound in its insight, yet warm and accessible in its tone, The Joy of the Gospel is a
call to action to live a life motivated by divine love and, in turn, to experience heaven on
earth. Includes a foreword by Robert Barron, author of Catholicism: A Journey to the
Heart of the Faith and James Martin, SJ, author of Jesus: A Pilgrimage
Jesus is still He who heals both soul and body. Salvation offers holiness and healing,
and the Holy Spirit is willing to give us a manifestation of His power. When we ask why
this divine power is not more often seen, the only biblical answer to be found is:
“Because of your unbelief.” Health as well as salvation is to be obtained by faith. The
natural tendency of man is to bring about his salvation by his works, and it is only with
difficulty that he comes to receive it by faith. But when it is a question of healing the
body, he has still more difficulty grasping that truth. As to salvation, he finally accepts it
because there is no other way to open the door of heaven. But for the body, he makes
use of many other treatments. But happy is he who understands that it is the will of God
to show the power of Jesus and to reveal to us His Fatherly love by healing physically
as well as spiritually. By doing so, He increases and confirms our faith and teaches us
that He demonstrates the power of redemption in the body as well as in the soul. This
book provides biblical clarity concerning divine healing, and supplies basic and
applicable principles necessary to having faith concerning healing. The author makes it
very clear that we are not healed based on who we are, but based on who Christ is.
In his spiritual teaching St. Peter is balanced and moderate. Although writing for monks,
he insists that salvation and spiritual knowledge are within the reach of everyone;
continual prayer is possible in all situations without exception.
From the New York Times Bestselling Author. Can God be revived in a skeptical age?
What would it take to give people a spiritual life more powerful than anything in the
past? Deepak Chopra tackles these issues with eloquence and insight in this book. He
proposes that God lies at the source of human awareness. Therefore, any person can
find the God within that transforms everyday life. God is in trouble. The rise of the
militant atheist movement spearheaded by Richard Dawkins signifies, to many, that the
deity is an outmoded myth in the modern world. Deepak Chopra passionately
disagrees, seeing the present moment as the perfect time for making spirituality what it
really should be: reliable knowledge about higher reality. Outlining a path to God that
turns unbelief into the first step of awakening, Deepak shows us that a crisis of faith is
like the fire we must pass through on the way to power, truth, and love. “Faith must be
saved for everyone’s sake,” he writes. “From faith springs a passion for the eternal,
which is even stronger than love. Many of us have lost that passion or have never
known it.” In any age, faith is a cry from the heart. God is the higher consciousness that
responds to the cry. “By itself, faith can’t deliver God, but it does something more
timely: It makes God possible.” For three decades, Deepak Chopra has inspired
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on a journey of the spirit, providing a practical path to understanding God and our own
place in the universe. Now, is a moment of reinvigoration, he argues. Now is moment of
renewal. Now is the future.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • From one of the world’s most influential spiritual thinkers,
a long-awaited book exploring what it means that Jesus was called “Christ,” and how this
forgotten truth can restore hope and meaning to our lives. “Anyone who strives to put their
faith into action will find encouragement and inspiration in the pages of this book.”—Melinda
Gates In his decades as a globally recognized teacher, Richard Rohr has helped millions
realize what is at stake in matters of faith and spirituality. Yet Rohr has never written on the
most perennially talked about topic in Christianity: Jesus. Most know who Jesus was, but who
was Christ? Is the word simply Jesus’s last name? Too often, Rohr writes, our understandings
have been limited by culture, religious debate, and the human tendency to put ourselves at the
center. Drawing on scripture, history, and spiritual practice, Rohr articulates a transformative
view of Jesus Christ as a portrait of God’s constant, unfolding work in the world. “God loves
things by becoming them,” he writes, and Jesus’s life was meant to declare that humanity has
never been separate from God—except by its own negative choice. When we recover this
fundamental truth, faith becomes less about proving Jesus was God, and more about learning
to recognize the Creator’s presence all around us, and in everyone we meet. Thoughtprovoking, practical, and full of deep hope and vision, The Universal Christ is a landmark book
from one of our most beloved spiritual writers, and an invitation to contemplate how God
liberates and loves all that is.
NoirMale is an exploration through the psyche of the modern Black male and the source of his
inner struggles. For far too long, there has been a suppression of the emotional expression of
Negro men throughout the Anglosphere. This premeditated suppression has led to depression,
disenchantment, hopelessness, and an overall sense of purposelessness. Through the use of
the accompanying music EP NoirMale, well placed metaphor, and cultural scholarship this
work situates the reader at the center of the Black male's struggle for self-definition and mental
freedom, without getting lost in a myriad of problem reporting.This text is perfect for any man
who has experienced the inability to voice his genuine feelings about the dissonance that exist
inside him as a result of trying to achieve a standard of normality that speaks against
everything his innate instincts lead him to. With "NoirMale", there is an articulation of the
challenge put before men of color and the unearthing of proven solutions to ensure that they
reclaim their rightful footing in the world and forge a path based on their own divine birthright.
Exploring the mystery, wisdom, and power of the dark phase of the moon's cycle--a lunarbased model for moving through the dark times in our lives with understanding, consciousness,
and faith in renewal. The moon's dark phase has traditionally been a time of fear and
superstition, a time associated with death and isolation. The mythical embodiment of these
fears is the Dark Goddess. Known around the world by many names--Lilith, Kali, Hecate, and
Morgana--the archetypal Dark Goddess represents death, sexuality, and the unconscious--the
little understood, often feared aspects of life. Demetra George combines psychological,
mythical, and spiritual perspective on the shadowy, feminine symbolism of the dark moon to
reclaim the darkness from oppressive, fear-based images. George offers rites for rebirth and
transformation that teach us to tap into the power of our dark times, maximizing the potential
for renewal inherent in our inevitable periods of loss, depression, and anger.
John Climacus (c. 579-649) was abbot of the monastery of Catherine on Mount Sinai. His
Ladder was the most widely used handbook of the ascetical life in the ancient Greek Church.
In this lucid and probing study, Robert C. Miner argues that Giambattista Vico (1668-1744) was
the architect of a subversive, genealogical approach to modernity. Miner documents the
genesis of Vico's stance toward modernity in the first phase of his thought. Through close
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of the 'verum-factum' principle, Vico, Genealogist of Modernity reveals that Vico strives to
acknowledge the technical advances of modernity while unmasking its origins in human pride.
In Speaking Infinities, Ariel Evan Mayse explores the life and work of the Hasidic figure Rabbi
Dov Ber Friedman of Mezritsh (1704-1772) to elucidate his theory of language in which all
human tongues, even in their mundane forms, have the potential to become sacred when
returned to their divine source.
Now in paperback: a distinguished psychiatrist, spiritual counsellor and bestselling author
shows how the dark sides of the spiritual life are a vital ingredient in deep, authentic, healthy
spirituality. Gerald G. May, MD, one of the great spiritual teachers and writers of our time,
argues that the dark 'shadow' side of the true spiritual life has been trivialised and neglected to
our serious detriment. Superficial and naively upbeat spirituality does not heal and enrich the
soul. Nor does the other tendency to relegate deep spiritual growth to only mystics and saints.
Only the honest, sometimes difficult encounters with what Christian spirituality has called and
described in helpful detail as 'the dark night of the soul' can lead to true spiritual wholeness.
May emphasises that the dark night is not necessarily a time of suffering and near despair, but
a time of deep transition, a search for new orientation when things are clouded and full of
mystery. The dark gives depth, dimension and fullness to the spiritual life.

An introduction to the spiritual source of the beliefs and practices that have so
profoundly shaped African American religious traditions. Most of the Africans who
were enslaved and brought to the Americas were from the Yoruba nation of West
Africa, an ancient and vast civilization. In the diaspora caused by the slave trade,
the guiding concepts of the Yoruba spiritual tradition took root in Haiti, Puerto
Rico, Cuba, Brazil, and the United States. In this accessible introduction, Baba
Ifa Karade provides an overview of the Yoruba tradition and its influence in the
West. He describes the sixteen Orisha, or spirit gods, and shows us how to work
with divination, use the energy centers of the body to internalize the teachings of
Yoruba, and create a sacred place of worship. The book also includes prayers,
dances, songs, offerings, and sacrifices to honor the Orisha.
What if you were to discover that you were only one half of a whole—that you had
a divine double? In the second and third centuries CE, Charles Stang shows, this
idea gripped the religious imagination of the Eastern Mediterranean, offering a
distinctive understanding of the self that has survived in various forms down to
the present.
A narrative history of the origins of the Shia and Sunni conflict describes how a
seventh-century struggle between the supporters of the late Muhammad's
surviving family members erupted in a massacre at Karbala that would become a
central component of Shia Islam.
What do desire and passion have to do with our spiritual journey? According to A.
H. Almaas and Karen Johnson, they are an essential part of it. Conventional
wisdom cautions that desire and passion are opposed to the spiritual path—that
engaging in desire will take you more into the world, into egoic life. And for most
people, that is exactly what happens. We naturally tend to experience wanting in
a self-centered way. The Power of Divine Eros challenges the view that the
divine and the erotic are separate. When we open to the energy, aliveness,
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spontaneity, and zest of erotic love, we will find it inseparable from the realm of
the holy and sacred. When this is understood, desire and passion become a
gateway to wholeness and to realizing our full potential. The authors reveal how
our relationships become opportunities on the spiritual journey to express
ourselves authentically, to relate with openness, and to discover dynamic inner
realms with another person. Through embodying the energy of eros, each of us
can learn to be fully real and alive in all of our interactions.
Contains the first printing of Sartor resartus, as well as other works by Thomas
Carlyle.
The Open Access version of this book, available at
www.taylorfrancis.com/books/9781472453983, has been made available under a
Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivative 4.0 license.
Experiences of hearing the voice of God (or angels, demons, or other spiritual
beings) have generally been understood either as religious experiences or else
as a feature of mental illness. Some critics of traditional religious faith have
dismissed the visions and voices attributed to biblical characters and saints as
evidence of mental disorder. However, it is now known that many ordinary
people, with no other evidence of mental disorder, also hear voices and that
these voices not infrequently include spiritual or religious content. Psychological
and interdisciplinary research has shed a revealing light on these experiences in
recent years, so that we now know much more about the phenomenon of
"hearing voices" than ever before. The present work considers biblical, historical,
and scientific accounts of spiritual and mystical experiences of voice hearing in
the Christian tradition in order to explore how some voices may be understood
theologically as revelatory. It is proposed that in the incarnation, Christian faith
finds both an understanding of what it is to be fully human (a theological
anthropology), and God’s perfect self-disclosure (revelation). Within such an
understanding, revelatory voices represent a key point of interpersonal encounter
between human beings and God.
"Grasping the Root of Divine Power" clarifies the fundamental concepts used in
any occult system. The work pulls mainly from West African tradition but, is
brought up to date using modern examples and guides for immediate application.
The rarely taught nine position OBI divination system is shared and author HRU
Assaan-ANU provides an approach of implementing this ancient oracle that will
intrigue the novice and advanced student of divination. "Grasping the Root of
Divine Power" covers the major Orisha in the West African tradition but, also
shows their modern day and cross-geographical/cultural counterparts. After
reading this work you'll be able to look at avant-garde figures of notoriety, as well,
as your intimate ones and immediately decipher what Orisha or cosmic archetype
they spawn from. This only scratches the surface of what is imparted in this
potent work.
A NEW KIND OF SEX ED.Pussy Prayers is about rekindling the connection to
your pleasure center - the space through which you manifest worlds - regardless
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of the body parts you do or don't have. These pages speak to the unique sexual
experiences of Black women and femmes in order to help them heal from trauma
and miseducation while learning how to powerfully conjure up a life that is
dripping with sweetness - all by getting in touch with the one part of yourself that
was divinely designed for pleasure. Here, you'll find stories, sister-girl-talk, and
practical, easy-to-do rituals to begin your personal journey of understanding the
importance of pleasure, its connection to manifestation, and ways to increase
your personal power so you can enjoy #EverydayDeliciousness.BLACK GIRL
BLISS is an educational platform dedicated to cultivating the spiritual, sexual, and
self-care practices of Black women and femmes. Learn more at
BlackGirlBliss.com
Ancestral fault is a core idea of Greek literature. 'The guiltless will pay for the
deeds later: either the man's children, or his descendants thereafter', said Solon
in the sixth century BC, a statement echoed throughout the rest of antiquity. This
notion lies at the heart of ancient Greek thinking on theodicy, inheritance and
privilege, the meaning of suffering, the links between wealth and morality,
individual responsibility, the bonds that unite generations and the grand
movements of history. From Homer to Proclus, it played a major role in some of
the most critical and pressing reflections of Greek culture on divinity, society and
knowledge. The burning modern preoccupation with collective responsibility
across generations has a long, deep antecedent in classical Greek literature and
its reception. This book retraces the trajectories of Greek ancestral fault and the
varieties of its expression through the many genres and centuries where it is
found.
Gain a deep understanding of the Orishas from A to Z! You are not alone. The
spirits of our ancestors are with you. The ancient Orishas, known for their
tremendous powers, will help you on your journey through life. With their Ashe at
your disposal, you can command tremendous results and ultimately live a fulfilled
life. In this book, secrets and praises of the Orishas are laid bare - waiting for you
to read, digest, and apply. You don't have to look far for divine answers. This
book will show you how to find your answers with ease. In this book, you will:
Learn how the Orishas came to be, starting with the source of all things Olodumare Discover which Orisha to call upon for specific circumstances Find
out how to praise and invoke the presence of the Orishas Learn how to get divine
answers for your heart's questions using Diloggun Discover how to interpret the
answers you get from Obi and Diloggun And so much more! In the book, you'll
find truths about the Orishas and the basic steps you need to take to worship the
Orisha of your choice - particularly the major Orishas. One thing is certain, Orisha
worship is bound to influence your life significantly, and you can determine the
energy (positive or negative) that you draw from them. There's more than meets
the eye in this book. So what are you waiting for? Click on the "add to cart"
button to get your copy of this book!
Why has Christianity, a religion premised upon neighborly love, failed in its
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attempts to heal social divisions? In this ambitious and wide-ranging work, Willie
James Jennings delves deep into the late medieval soil in which the modern
Christian imagination grew, to reveal how Christianity's highly refined process of
socialization has inadvertently created and maintained segregated societies. A
probing study of the cultural fragmentation-social, spatial, and racial-that took
root in the Western mind, this book shows how Christianity has consistently
forged Christian nations rather than encouraging genuine communion between
disparate groups and individuals. Weaving together the stories of Zurara, the
royal chronicler of Prince Henry, the Jesuit theologian Jose de Acosta, the famed
Anglican Bishop John William Colenso, and the former slave writer Olaudah
Equiano, Jennings narrates a tale of loss, forgetfulness, and missed opportunities
for the transformation of Christian communities. Touching on issues of slavery,
geography, Native American history, Jewish-Christian relations, literacy, and
translation, he brilliantly exposes how the loss of land and the supersessionist
ideas behind the Christian missionary movement are both deeply implicated in
the invention of race. Using his bold, creative, and courageous critique to imagine
a truly cosmopolitan citizenship that transcends geopolitical, nationalist, ethnic,
and racial boundaries, Jennings charts, with great vision, new ways of imagining
ourselves, our communities, and the landscapes we inhabit.
. Renewal of Life by Transmission. The most notable distinction between living
and inanimate things is that the former maintain themselves by renewal. A stone
when struck resists. If its resistance is greater than the force of the blow struck, it
remains outwardly unchanged. Otherwise, it is shattered into smaller bits. Never
does the stone attempt to react in such a way that it may maintain itself against
the blow, much less so as to render the blow a contributing factor to its own
continued action. While the living thing may easily be crushed by superior force, it
none the less tries to turn the energies which act upon it into means of its own
further existence. If it cannot do so, it does not just split into smaller pieces (at
least in the higher forms of life), but loses its identity as a living thing. As long as
it endures, it struggles to use surrounding energies in its own behalf. It uses light,
air, moisture, and the material of soil. To say that it uses them is to say that it
turns them into means of its own conservation. As long as it is growing, the
energy it expends in thus turning the environment to account is more than
compensated for by the return it gets: it grows. Understanding the word "control"
in this sense, it may be said that a living being is one that subjugates and
controls for its own continued activity the energies that would otherwise use it up.
Life is a self-renewing process through action upon the environment.
Islam is frequently characterized as a "religion of the book," and yet Muslims take
an almost entirely oral approach to their scripture. Qur'n means "recitation" and
refers to the actual words Muslims believe were revealed to Muhammad by God.
Many recite the entire sacred text from memory, and it was some years after the
Prophet's death that it was first put in book form. Physical books play no part in
Islamic ritual. What does the Qur'n mean, then, when it so often calls itself kitb,
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a term usually taken both by Muslims and by Western scholars to mean "book"?
To answer this question, Daniel Madigan reevaluates this key term kitb in close
readings of the Qur'n's own declarations about itself. More than any other canon
of scripture the Qur'n is self-aware. It observes and discusses the process of its
own revelation and reception; it asserts its own authority and claims its place
within the history of revelation. Here Madigan presents a compelling semantic
analysis of its self-awareness, arguing that the Qur'n understands itself not so
much as a completed book, but as an ongoing process of divine "writing" and "rewriting," as God's authoritative response to actual people and circumstances.
Grasping this dynamic, responsive dimension of the Qur'n is central to
understanding Islamic religion and identity. Madigan's book will be invaluable not
only to Islamicists but also to scholars who study revelation across religious
boundaries.
What is the essence of a human being seen through the prisms of spirituality,
psychology, sociology, and love, and also of sacred art? And seen also through
those of leadership and justice, as well as of politics, and even crime, along with
the roles of sexuality and marriage? This book defines man and woman in the
context of both cosmology and society, but according to the guiding image of an
archetypal human being, a holy creature fashioned in the image of God. Perry
also examines what the distortion of this archetype entails, but the better to
highlight the excellence of man's divine kingship.
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