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Gone To Soldiers Marge Piercy
This collection of poems explores a wide range of
experiences, from the loss of youth and the daily practice
of living to lovemaking and the experience of being a
woman and a Jew
A historical novel about American citizens working in
Europe during World War II.
Interweaves the stories of ten characters who wage
memorable and passionate public and private battles, as
World War II casts them into their ultimate dreams and
nightmares.
When their neighborhood is marked for urban renewal,
four tenacious city dwellers band together in the face of a
wealthy and powerful institution A local university plans
to bulldoze and replace parts of a predominantly African
American Chicago slum with student housing. But for
those who live there, the affordable if run-down homes
are havens for creativity and self-exploration, and a
setting for developing meaningful relationships. Among
the residents are Anna, a teacher; her lover, Rowley, a
soul singer; and their friends, documentary filmmaker
Leon and the beautiful yet mysterious Caroline. The
university may have more money and political clout, but
these determined young people aren’t willing to let the
wrecking ball tear through their world without a fight.
Their relationships are strained and their convictions are
tested as secrets are uncovered and they battle with a
changing economic climate that jeopardizes their very
way of life. The city has turned its back on them, and
they have nothing left to lose. Bestselling author Marge
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Piercy combines social commentary and her talent for
depicting characters’ emotions with unflinching precision
in this novel that has as much to say about the
consequences of gentrification as it does about the
vulnerabilities of the human heart.
A New York Times Notable Book: A woman learns the
truth about her husband’s deceptions in this “superb”
novel by the bestselling author of Gone to Soldiers
(Boston Herald). After a cross-country tour promoting her
latest cookbook, Daria Walker is ready to return to her
beautiful home in an affluent Boston suburb and her
beloved husband, Ross, a prominent attorney whose
rough-hewn good looks have never stopped charming
her. But when she arrives, he blindsides her by
announcing he wants a divorce. Surprised and
devastated, Daria suspects he may be having an affair,
but the reality is far worse and will tear apart the illusion
of her perfectly happy family. When a boy dies tragically
and a scandal erupts involving a mercenary slumlord,
Daria is outraged along with the rest of the city. But when
she learns that Ross may have a connection to the case,
she sets out on a journey to discover the truth—a quest
that will cast a shadow over the comfortable life she once
enjoyed. From the New York Times–bestselling author of
Woman on the Edge of Time, Fly Away Home is the
story of a woman forced to question her values, her
relationships, and herself—“a tale of love, betrayal, and
revenge set against a backdrop of sterile suburbs,
confrontational politics [and] the evils of gentrification”
(The New York Times).
In one moment Nicole Burns's life changes forever. The
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sound of gunfire at an Anne Frank exhibit, the panic, the
crowd, and Nicole is no longer Nicole. Whiplashed
through time and space, she wakes to find herself a
privileged Jewish girl living in Nazi-occupied Paris during
World War II. No more Internet diaries and boy troubles
for Nicole-now she's a carefree Jewish girl, with
wonderful friends and a charming boyfriend. But when
the Nazi death grip tightens over France, Nicole is forced
into hiding, and begins a struggle for survival that brings
her face to face with Anne Frank. "This is a powerful and
affecting story." (KLIATT)
This sweeping New York Times bestseller is “the most
thorough and most captivating, most engrossing novel
ever written about World War II” (Los Angeles Times).
Epic in scope, Marge Piercy’s sweeping novel
encompasses the wide range of people and places
marked by the Second World War. Each of her ten
narrators has a unique and compelling story that
powerfully depicts his or her personality, desires, and
fears. Special attention is given to the women of the war
effort, like Bernice, who rebels against her domineering
father to become a fighter pilot, and Naomi, a Parisian
Jew sent to live with relatives in Detroit, whose twin
sister, Jacqueline—still in France—joins the resistance
against Nazi rule. The horrors of the concentration
camps; the heroism of soldiers on the beaches of
Okinawa, the skies above London, and the seas of the
Mediterranean; the brilliance of code breakers; and the
resilience of families waiting for the return of sons,
brothers, and fathers are all conveyed through powerful,
poignant prose that resonates beyond the page. Gone to
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Soldiers is a testament to the ordinary people, with their
flaws and inner strife, who rose to defend liberty during
the most extraordinary times.
Piercy collection of poetry provides a glance back at a
lifetime of learning, loving, grieving, and fighting for the
disenfranchised; and a look forward at what the future
holds for herself, her family and friends, and her
embattled country. It is a bountiful group of poems that
reflect on language, nature, old age, young love,
Judaism, and our current politics-- all in her usual direct
and mind-tingling fashion. -- adapted from publisher info

Grounded in feminism, political activism, and Jewish
spirituality, Marge Piercy's work includes more than
thirty volumes of poetry, as well as fiction written
over nearly five decades. Her poetry fuses political,
domestic, and autobiographical spheres with
imagery drawn from nature, sensual and dream
memories, and Jewish mysticism. Exploring the
choices people make and how their decisions are
shaped by a multitude of factors, her novels include
personal and family histories, societal belief
systems, and social circumstances. Piercy's works of
poetry have received the Golden Rose Award, May
Sarton Award, Barbara Bradley Award, and Paterson
Prize, and her fiction has been recognized with the
Sheaffer–PEN/New England Award and Arthur C.
Clarke Award. Donna M. Bickford offers a brief
biographical sketch of Piercy and a discussion of the
major themes revealed in her essays and nonfiction.
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Bickford then treats Piercy's novels in four broadly
thematic and chronological groups: the early comingof-age novels (Small Changes, Vida, and Braided
Lives), the historical novels (Gone to Soldiers and
Sex Wars), the utopian/dystopian novels (Women on
the Edge of Time and He, She and It), and the
domestic novels (Fly Away Home and The Longings
of Women). Bickford also explores Piercy's poetry
and discusses her forms and themes while engaging
some of her observations about the practice of
writing.
"A triumph of the imagination. Rich, complex,
impossible to put down."—Alice Hoffman In the
middle of the twenty-first century, life as we know it
has changed for all time. Shira Shipman's marriage
has broken up, and her young son has been taken
from her by the corporation that runs her zone, so
she has returned to Tikva, the Jewish free town
where she grew up. There, she is welcomed by
Malkah, the brilliant grandmother who raised her,
and meets an extraordinary man who is not a man at
all, but a unique cyborg implanted with intelligence,
emotions—and the ability to kill. . . . From the
imagination of Marge Piercy comes yet another
stunning novel of morality and courage, a bold
adventure of women, men, and the world of
tomorrow.
Two unforgettable women see their lives change in
unimaginable ways in this captivating novel spanning
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the explosion of feminism in the 1960s Growing up,
Beth always dreamed of her wedding day. But a few
months into her marriage to Jim, whose affection she
once clung to desperately, she realizes she didn’t
anticipate life beyond the altar. Jim spends his nights
out drinking with his buddies and criticizes every
meal Beth cooks, and the only solution her family
suggests is to have a baby—which she knows would
trap her in this miserable life forever. So she takes
matters into her own hands and flees to Boston.
There she meets Miriam, an ambitious computer
science PhD candidate who nonetheless gives up
her career for an unfulfilling marriage. Alongside a
cast of intellectuals, budding feminists, and political
activists, Beth and Miriam find themselves rapidly
evolving as they are swept up in the tumultuous
social upheaval of the sixties. Experimenting with
relationships and sexuality, and taking a stand for
women’s rights and against the Vietnam War, they
learn to trust their instincts and lean on each other.
Small Changes is a glimmering example of
bestselling author Marge Piercy’s knack for
capturing the authentic struggles and desires of
contemporary women with clarity and compassion.
Her seventh and most wide ranging collection. In the
1st of 2 sections, the poems move from the
amusingly elegiac to the erotic, the classical to the
funny. The 2nd section is a series of 15 poems for a
calendar based on lunar rather than solar divisions
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An “extraordinary” novel of the intertwined lives of
three troubled women, by the New York
Times–bestselling author of Gone to Soldiers (San
Francisco Chronicle). When her best friend’s death
rattles her sense of complacency, college professor
Leila Landsman decides she’s finally had enough of
her cheating husband. Leila throws herself into her
work and encounters Becky Burgess, a local woman
who climbed her way out of poverty but whose
success is completely halted when she becomes the
prime suspect in her husband’s murder. Meanwhile,
Leila’s housekeeper, Mary Burke, is no stranger to
failed marriage. Abandoned by her husband for a
younger woman, and unable to support herself on
her own income alone, Mary now secretly sleeps in
her clients’ houses, hiding her homelessness to
remain employed and survive. Flawed but
resourceful, frightened yet determined, these three
women must draw on an inner strength they never
knew existed to make it without the men they’ve
come to depend on. Although their situations differ,
Leila, Becky, and Mary have all reached their tipping
points—and each is about to be pushed to the
brink—in this gripping and relatable story of the
dangers of dependence and the liberating power of
self-reliance.
"Blood Memory traces the trajectory of a family from
Poland to America during and after World War II.
The themes of the poems encompass memory,
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immigration, assimilation, and the legacy and impact
of genocide on the second generation. Blood
Memory is a eulogy to the dead and a tribute to the
survivors, a book about courage and hope"-More than 150 poems from her seven books of
poetry written between 1963 and 1982.
Coming of age in a post-Civil War New York City
tenement flat, Jewish-Russian Freydeh juggles
multiple jobs to earn passage for her family, until she
learns that her younger sister is adrift somewhere in
the city.
In a candid and intimate new collection of essays,
poems, memoirs, reviews, rants, and railerries,
Marge Piercy discusses her own development as a
working-class feminist, the highs and lows of TV
culture, the ego dances of a writer's life, the
homeless and the housewife, Allen Ginsberg and
Marilyn Monroe, feminist utopias (and why she
doesn't live in one), why fiction isn't physics; and of
course, fame, sex, and money, not necessarily in
that order. The short essays, poems, and personal
memoirs intermingle like shards of glass that shine,
reflect—and cut. Always personal yet always political,
Piercy's work is drawn from a deep well of feminist
and political activism. Also featured is an Outspoken
Interview, in which the author lays out her personal
rules for living on Cape Cod, caring for cats, and
making marriage work.
In Colors Passing Through Us, Marge Piercy is at
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the height of her powers, writing about what matters
to her most: the lives of women, nature, Jewish
ritual, love between men and women, and politics,
sexual and otherwise. Feisty and funny as always,
she turns a sharp eye on the world around her,
bidding an exhausted farewell to the twentieth
century and singing an "electronic breakdown blues"
for the twenty-first. She memorializes movingly those
who, like los desaparecidos and the victims of 9/11,
disappear suddenly and without a trace. She writes
an elegy for her mother, a woman who struggled
with a deadening round o fhousework, washin gon
Monday, ironing on Tuesday, and so on, "until stroke
broke/her open." She remembers the scraps of lace,
the touch of velvet, that were part of her maternal
inheritance and fist aroused her sensual curiosity.
Here are paeans to the pleasures of the natural
world (rosy ripe tomatoes, a mating dance of hawks)
as the poet confronts her own mortality in the cycle
of seasons and the eternity of the cosmos: "iam
hurrying, I am running hard / toward I don't know
what, / but I mean to arrive before dark." Other
poems--about her grandmother's passage from
Russia to the New World, or the interrupting of a
Passover seder to watch a comet pass--expand on
Piercy's appreciation of Jewish life that won her so
much acclaim in The Art of Blessing the Day. Colors
Passing Through Us is a moving celebration of the
endurance of love an dof the phenomenon of life
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itself--a book to treasure.
A generous collection of early poems by one of
America's best known and bestselling poets. "Her
poems are rough, direct, hairy, political,
tremendously energetic. Visionary, vulnerable, and
real".--Margaret Atwood.
When Jill enters into a relationship with Mike and
Peter before the legalization of abortion, she worries
about what would happen if she got pregnant.
Jill and her best friend, Donna, attend the university
at Ann Arbor during the fifties, and each tries to
develop a way to control her own life
Gone to SoldiersA NovelOpen Road Media
A treasure trove of new poems by one of our most
sought-after poets: poems that range from
descriptions of the Detroit of her childhood to her
current life on Cape Cod, from deep appreciations of
the natural world to elegies for lost friends and
relationships, from a vision of her Jewish heritage to
a hard-hitting take on today's political ironies. In her
trademark style, combining the sublime with the
gritty, Marge Piercy describes the night she was
born: "the sky burned red / over Detroit and sirens
sharpened their knives. / The elms made tents of
solace over grimy / streets and alley cats purred me
to sleep." She writes in graphic, unflinching language
about the poor, banished now by politicians because
they are no longer "real people like corporations."
There are elegies for her peer group of poets, gone
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now, whose work she cherishes but from whom she
cannot help but want more. There are laments for
the suicide of dolphins and for her beloved cats, as
she remembers "exactly how I loved each." She
continues to celebrate Jewish holidays in
compellingly original ways and sings praises of her
marriage and the small pleasures of daily life.
Here is a superb novel about the heroines at home
during World War II, the women who sacrificed
everything without firing a shot. And it is also the
story of the men who completed, complicated or
threatened their lives and new-found independence.
A literary triumph.--USA Today.
Describes the elements that are necessary to write
novels, short stories, and memoirs.
Connie Ramos, a woman in her mid-thirties, has
been declared insane. But Connie is overwhelmingly
sane, merely tuned to the future, and able to
communicate with the year 2137. As her doctors
persuade her to agree to an operation, Connie
struggles to force herself to listen to the future and
its lessons for today.... From the Paperback edition.
Under her mother's constant scrutiny and lost in the
shadow of her famous senator father, Melissa is the
third child in the politically prominent Dickenson
family, where ambition comes first and Melissa often
comes last. In college, she meets Blake, a man of
mixed race and apparently unknown parentage. His
adoptive parents are lawyers whose defense of
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death-row cases in the past brought them head-tohead with Melissa's father when he was the governor
of Pennsylvania. While Melissa and Blake's
attraction is immediate and fiery, a dangerous secret
lurks beneath their relationship -- one that could
destroy them ... and their families. Provocative and
beautifully written, and dealing with themes of love,
honesty, identity, and the consequences of ambition,
The Third Child is a remarkable page-turner.
Winner of the 2000 Paterson Poetry Prize About
Marge Piercy's collection of her old and new poems
that celebrate the Jewish experience, the poet Lyn
Lifshin writes: "The Art of Blessing the Day is an
exquisite book. The whole collection is strong,
passionate, and poignant, but the mother and
daughter poems, fierce and emotional, with their
intense ambivalence, pain and joy, themes of
separation and reconnecting, are among the very
strongest about that difficult relationship. "These
striking, original, beautifully sensuous poems do just
that. Ordinary moments--a sunset, a walk, a private
religious ritual--are so alive in poems like 'Shabbat
moment' and 'Rosh Hodesh.' In the same way that
she celebrates ordinary moments, small things
become charged with memories and feelings: paper
snowflakes, buttons, one bird, a bottle-cap flower
made from a ginger ale top and crystal beads. "She
celebrates the body in rollicking, gusto-filled poems
like 'Belly good' and 'The chuppah,' where 'our
Page 12/19

Download Free Gone To Soldiers Marge Piercy
bodies open their portals wide.' So much that is
richly sensuous: 'hands that caressed you, . . . untied
the knot of pleasure and loosened your flesh till it
fluttered,' and lush praise for 'life in our spines, our
throats, our knees, our genitals, our brains, our
tongues.' "I love the humor in poems like 'Eat fruit,'
the nostalgia and joy in 'The rabbi's granddaughter
and the Christmas tree,' the fresh, beautiful images
of nature--'In winter . . .the sun hangs its wizened
rosehip in the oaks.' "I admire Piercy's sense of the
past alive in the present, in personal and social
history. The poems are memorials, like the yahrtzeit
candle in a glass. 'We lose and we go on losing,' but
the poems are never far from harsh joy, the joy that
is 'the wine of life.' "Growing up haunted by
Holocaust ghosts is an echo throughout the book,
and some of the strongest poems are about the
Holocaust, poems that become the voices of those
who had no voice: 'What you carry in your blood is
us, the books we did not write, music we could not
make, a world gone from gristle to smoke, only as
real now as words can make it.' "Marge Piercy's
words make such a moving variety of experiences
beautifully and forcefully real."
Back in the 1960s Vida Asch was a darling of the
exuberant antiwar movement--charismatic,
passionate, and totally sure she would prevail. Now,
a decade later, Vida is on the run, her star-quality
replaced by stubborn courage.
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Marge Piercy, a writer who is highly praised as both
a poet and a novelist, turns her gaze inward as she
shares her thoughts on life and explores her
development as a woman and writer. She pays
tribute to the one loving constant that has offered her
comfort and meaning even as the faces and events
in her life have changed -- her beloved cats. With
searing honesty, Piercy tells of her strained
childhood growing up in a religiously split, workingclass family in Detroit. She examines her myriad
friendships and relationships, including two painful
early marriages, and reveals their effects on her
creativity and career. More than a reminiscence of
things past, however, Sleeping With Cats is also a
celebration of the present and the future, as Piercy
shares her views on aging, creativity, and finding a
lasting and improbable love with a man fourteen
years younger than herself. A chronicle of the
turbulent and exciting journey of one artist's life,
Sleeping With Cats is a deeply intimate,
unforgettable story.
This novel by a New York Times–bestselling author
follows three “bold, courageous, and entertaining”
women through the tumult of the French Revolution
(Booklist). For Claire Lacombe and Pauline Leon,
two poor women of eighteenth-century France, the
lofty ideals of the coming revolution could not seem
more abstract. But when Claire sees the gaping
disparity between the poverty she has known and
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the lavish lives of aristocrats as her theater group
performs in their homes, and Pauline witnesses the
execution of local bread riot leaders, both are driven
to join the uprising. They, along with upper-class
women like Madame Manon Roland, who
ghostwrites speeches for her politician husband and
runs a Parisian salon where revolutionaries gather,
will play critical roles in the French people’s bloody
battle for liberty and equality. Based on a true story,
author Marge Piercy’s thrilling and scrupulously
researched account shines with emotional depth and
strikingly animated action. By interweaving their tales
with the exploits of men whose names have become
synonymous with the revolution, like Robespierre
and Danton, Piercy reveals how the contributions of
these courageous women may be lesser known, but
no less important. Rich in detail and broad in scope,
City of Darkness, City of Light is a riveting portrayal
of an extraordinary era and the women who helped
shape an important chapter in history.
Hailed as a classic of speculative fiction, Marge
Piercy’s landmark novel is a transformative vision of
two futures—and what it takes to will one or the other
into reality. Harrowing and prescient, Woman on the
Edge of Time speaks to a new generation on whom
these choices weigh more heavily than ever before.
Connie Ramos is a Mexican American woman living
on the streets of New York. Once ambitious and
proud, she has lost her child, her husband, her
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dignity—and now they want to take her sanity. After
being unjustly committed to a mental institution,
Connie is contacted by an envoy from the year 2137,
who shows her a time of sexual and racial equality,
environmental purity, and unprecedented selfactualization. But Connie also bears witness to
another potential outcome: a society of grotesque
exploitation in which the barrier between person and
commodity has finally been eroded. One will become
our world. And Connie herself may strike the
decisive blow. Praise for Woman on the Edge of
Time “This is one of those rare novels that leave us
different people at the end than we were at the
beginning. Whether you are reading Marge Piercy’s
great work again or for the first time, it will remind
you that we are creating the future with every choice
we make.”—Gloria Steinem “An ambitious, unusual
novel about the possibilities for moral courage in
contemporary society.”—The Philadelphia Inquirer “A
stunning, even astonishing novel . . . marvelous and
compelling.”—Publishers Weekly “Connie Ramos’s
world is cuttingly real.”—Newsweek “Absorbing and
exciting.”—The New York Times Book Review
Poems provide an intimate glimpse of the writer's life on
Cape Cod, relationships with men and women, and
dedication to the cause of women's liberation
Through the experiences of four young
revolutionaries--rock star Shawn; part Indian Corey; Billy,
a brilliant young scientist; and Joanna, a runaway who
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survives on pot and sex--a macabre and moving
adventure brings an all-too-possible future into shattering
focus. By the author of Sleeping with Cats. Reprint.
Post–Civil War New York City is the battleground of the
American dream. In this era of free love, emerging rights
of women, and brutal sexual repression, Freydeh, a
spirited young Jewish immigrant, toils at different jobs to
earn passage to America for her family. Learning that her
younger sister is adrift somewhere in the city, she begins
a determined search that carries her from tenement to
brothel to prison—as her story interweaves with those of
some of the epoch's most notorious figures: Elizabeth
Cady Stanton; Susan B. Anthony; sexual freedom
activist Victoria Woodhull, the first woman to run for
president; and Anthony Comstock, founder of the Society
for the Suppression of Vice, whose censorship laws are
still on the books. In the tradition of her bestselling World
War II epic Gone to Soldiers, Marge Piercy once again recreates a turbulent period in American history and
explores changing attitudes in a land of sacrifice,
suffering, promise, and reward.
Suzanne Blume has known success and disappointment
in equal measure. A respected lawyer who survived two
marriages and put two children through college, she now
faces the disquieting prospect of her wayward older
daughter moving back home. But more troubling still is
the news that her mother, a woman of legendary
independence who has never truly accepted her
daughter nor approved of her choices, has been felled by
age and illness. And, for the first time in her life, she
needs Suzanne's help. Intertwining the lives of three
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generations of contemporary women, master storyteller
Marge Piercy plunges into the deepest, most elemental
basics of life -- love, aging, illness, and death -- and
emerges with a brave, compassionate exploration of the
volatile ground between mothers and daughters.
Poems describe the breakup of a relationship, grief,
marriage, human commitment, the seasons, and the
elements of nature
For three Cape Cod residents, the influx of summer
visitors is no more than a minor nuisance—until it brings a
man who threatens the balance of their delicate
relationship For more than a decade, Dinah, Susan, and
Susan’s husband, Willie—artists and neighbors in a small
Cape Cod town—have enjoyed an unconventional, but
deeply satisfying, three-way relationship. When the
annual summer crowd flocks to the Cape, Dinah misses
her quiet afternoons composing music in the woods, and
Willie, a sculptor, puts aside his own work to do
carpentry jobs on lavish vacation homes. Susan, though,
envies the glamorous lives of the summer residents. And
one visitor, Tyrone Burdock, a wealthy and seductive
financier, offers her an enticing glimpse into his world
that may jolt the foundation of her ménage à trois. The
clash between moneyed newcomers and the soulful
artists who live on the Cape year-round shakes the
threesome’s external world and the bonds holding them
together as they see their bohemian enclave becoming a
bourgeois retreat. Bestselling author Marge Piercy
skillfully navigates this unique landscape with vivid
details and an eye for emotional complexity, bringing
these singular characters to life as their relationship
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undergoes profound changes that will resonate long after
the summer people have left.
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