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Autobiographies of Transformation is a completely unique history of sociology in Central and
Eastern Europe in the post-Communist era. Through the autobiographies of ten key
sociological witnesses from the region, the sociological imagination is turned upon itself,
resulting in a compelling and revealing account of the struggles, triumphs, and continuing
challenges faced. The sociologists examined fall into three cohorts: early, mid and late career.
As participants, each of the sociologists included has witnessed the intersection of history and
biography in Central and Eastern Europe. As sociologists, they have tried, and continue to try,
to connect the two so that they and their fellow citizens may better understand their
circumstances and the futures that may follow. This revealing book, ideal for students and
researchers of sociology, and Central and Eastern Europe studies, provides powerful and
compelling autobiographical accounts, relating them to the current interest in this area's
transformation.
Researchers and practitioners interested in the role of work in people's lives are faced with the
need for new perspectives to support clients, communities, and organizations. This handbook
is designed to fill this gap in the literature by focusing on the full spectrum of people who work
and who want to work across the diverse contexts that frame working in the 21st century.
The authors are proud sponsors of the 2020 SAGE Keith Roberts Teaching Innovations
Award—enabling graduate students and early career faculty to attend the annual ASA preconference teaching and learning workshop. Our Social World: Introduction to Sociology
inspires students to develop their sociological imaginations, to see the world and personal
events from a new perspective, and to confront sociological issues on a day-to-day basis.
Organized around the "Social World" model, a conceptual framework that demonstrates the
relationships among individuals (the micro level); organizations, institutions, and subcultures
(the meso level); and societies and global structures (the macro level), the authors use this
framework to help students develop the practice of using three levels of analysis, and to view
sociology as an integrated whole, rather than a set of discrete subjects. The Seventh Edition
includes new coverage of climate change, the influence of robots and artificial intelligence on
workers, race relations in the Trump era, transgender identity and gender fluidity, sexual
harassment in the workplace and the #MeToo movement, declining marriage rates, the impact
of tracking for students at all academic achievement levels, smoking as an example of health
and inequality in the U.S., gun violence and the student movement to control access to guns,
social media, and Russian interference in the 2016 election. This title is accompanied by a
complete teaching and learning package. Contact your SAGE representative to request a
demo. Digital Option / Courseware SAGE Vantage is an intuitive digital platform that delivers
this text’s content and course materials in a learning experience that offers auto-graded
assignments and interactive multimedia tools, all carefully designed to ignite student
engagement and drive critical thinking. Built with you and your students in mind, it offers simple
course set-up and enables students to better prepare for class. Assignable Video with
Assessment Assignable video (available with SAGE Vantage) is tied to learning objectives and
curated exclusively for this text to bring concepts to life. Watch a sample video now. LMS
Cartridge (formerly known as SAGE Coursepacks): Import this title’s instructor resources into
your school’s learning management system (LMS) and save time. Don’t use an LMS? You
can still access all of the same online resources for this title via the password-protected
Instructor Resource Site. Learn more. SAGE Lecture Spark: Designed to save you time and
ignite student engagement, these free weekly lecture launchers focus on current event topics
tied to key concepts in Sociology. Access this week’s topic.
Unlike most introductory texts that take a topical approach to studying sociology, this smart,
challenging, and accessibly written text looks at the core principles of the discipline, making
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links to a contemporary context. Both students and instructors will find in these pages a fresh
and original approach to teaching sociology. Beamish begins by providing a sociological profile
of today's students, juxtaposing their collective biography against the current historical
moment. He builds on this discussion by introducing Mills's concept of the sociological
imagination and outlining a method for thinking sociologically; then, he uses Hitchcock's film
Psycho to illustrate the difference between psychological and sociological analysis. Having
established the usefulness of sociological thinking, Beamish moves back to the classical
theorists, outlining in depth their important contributions to sociology. He concludes the book
by applying concepts from the classical tradition to a sociological discussion of culture—ending
with an analysis of Bob Dylan's artistry to illustrate how these concepts have an enduring
quality in contemporary times.
An understanding of the theories that shape and define mental health policy and practice is
essential for every mental health nurse. This book gives you the knowledge you need to
understand those complex and varying theories, concepts and approaches. It helps you to
deconstruct mental health and become a critical practitioner by drawing on a wealth of
literature and research. Topics covered include cognitive behavioural therapy, recovery, risk
and critical theories. Every Chapter includes: - Learning objectives and chapter summaries
which highlight the key points. - A detailed case study which challenges you to relate theory to
practice. - An explanation of the advantages and disadvantages of each approach. It will be
essential reading for all students of mental health nursing at pre-registration and practitioner
level. It will also be valuable reading for those taking broader courses in mental health. Theo
Stickley is Associate Professor of Mental Health at the University of Nottingham. Nicola Wright
is Lecturer in Mental Health at the University of Nottingham.
Health care systems, the role of health professionals and the experience of health and illness
are all undergoing change and development as we enter the twenty-first century. The
Sociology and Politics of Health is a collection of key readings through which to explore the
sociological and political dimensions of health, illness and health care. Combining classic
pieces with more up-to-date contributions, it includes examples taken from current domestic
and international initiatives and draws on humanist, materialist, feminist and constructionalist
perspectives. The Sociology and Politics of Health covers: * ideology and policy * social
stratification * professionalisation * the experience of health and illness. * This reader offers
health studies students, nurses and other health professionals an invaluable introduction to an
increasingly important field of social inquiry.
Examines substance use and abuse from a variety of sociological perspectives.
In a lively and subversive analysis, psychologist John Lambie explains how to see another
person's point of view while remaining critical – in other words how to be 'critically openminded'. Using entertaining examples from history and psychology, Lambie explores the
implications of critical open-mindedness for scientific and moral progress.
The right to dissent includes both the right to speak of what is right and wrong and the moral
obligation to give good reasons for a particular statement. In a modern democratic society the
right to dissent is one of the most fundamental rights. Inherent in the right to dissent, we find
the paradoxical morality of modern society, which consists of a critical assessment of what
should be deemed right or wrong. The right to dissent has to be secured through the civil rights
of participation in political deliberation and the cultivation of these legal rights in the public
spheres of a deliberative democracy. The ethics of dissent is developed in this book through a
new interpretation of the German philosopher Jürgen Haberman' communicative ethics and his
political philosophy. Freedom, the right to dissent, and thoughtful critique is emphasised in the
concept of negative discourse ethics. This critical perspective is integrated in a broader
interpretation of Haberman' theory of communicative action and related to the classical
traditions of political philosophy -- Plato, Aristotle, Kant, Hegel, Kierkegaard, and Rawls.
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Larsen further develops the philosophical perspective in a sociological discussion of civil
society, public spheres, politics, law and a globalising society, considered in relation to the
classical tradition of sociology -- Marx, Weber, Durkheim, Horkheimer, Adorno, Marcuse,
Bauman, Foucault, and Bourdieu.
Sociology is an established academic discipline but there has been continuing debate over its
status as a science and the nature of its subject matter. This led to the emergence of a
phenomenological sociology and to critiques of positivist sociology. This critical reappraisal of
the relevance of Marxian analysis for a science of society shows how these developments
within sociology have had their counterpart in Marxism. The author analyses the status of
Marx’s work and the Marxist ‘tradition’ in sociology. He focuses upon those concerns which
are common to both Marxian analysis and sociology – the question of subjectivity; the nature of
social reality; and the dialectical relationship of the ‘doing’ or practice of a science of society
to the social world within which such social analyses are situated. Originally published in 1976.
Discover Sociology is an introductory text that describes the various forms of power and
authority in all aspects of social life, demonstrates why inequality matters, and shows how
studying sociology can benefit you as an engaged citizen and in your career.
How should we study religion? Must we be religious ourselves to truly understand it? Do we
study religion to advance our knowledge, or should the study of religions help to reintroduce
the sacred into our increasingly secularized world? Juraj Franek argues that the study of
religion has long been split into two competing paradigms: reductive (naturalist) and nonreductive (protectionist). While the naturalistic approach seems to run the risk of explaining
religious phenomena away, the protectionist approach appears to risk falling short of the
methodological standards of modern science. Franek uses primary source material from Greek
and Latin sources to show that both competing paradigms are traceable to Presocratic
philosophy and early Christian literature. He presents the idea that naturalists are distant heirs,
not only of the French Enlightenment, but also of the Ionian one. Likewise, he argues that
protectionists owe much of their arguments and strategies, not only to Luther and the
Reformation, but to the earliest Christian literature. This book analyses the conflict between
reductive and non-reductive approach in the modern study of religions, and positions the
Cognitive Science of Religion against a background of previous theories - ancient and modern
- to demonstrate its importance for the revindication of the naturalist paradigm.
Sociological Perspectives on Sport: The Games Outside the Games seeks not only to inform
students about the sports world but also to offer them analytical skills and the application of
theoretical perspectives that deepen their awareness and understanding of social processes
linking sports to the larger social world. With six original framing essays linking sport to a
variety of topics, including race, class, gender, media, politics, deviance, and globalization, and
37 reprinted articles, this text/reader sets a new standard for excellence in teaching sports and
society.
This volume is a forward–looking intersection of Sociological perspectives on mathematics
classrooms and socio-political perspectives on mathematics education. The first perspective
has generated a substantial body of knowledge in the mathematics education. Interactionist
research has deepened our understanding of interaction processes, socio-mathematical norms
and the negotiation of meaning, generating a ‘micro-sociology’ or a ‘micro-ethnography’ of
the mathematics classroom. More recently, socio-political perspectives on mathematics
education interrelate educational practices in mathematics with macro-social issues of social
equity, class, and race and with the policies that regulate institutionalized mathematics
education. This book documents, strings together and juxtaposes research that uses
ethnographical classroom data to explain, on the one hand, how socio-political issues play out
in the mathematics class. On the other hand, it illuminates how class, race etc. affect the microsociology of the mathematics classroom. The volume advances the knowledge in the field by
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providing an empirical grounding of socio-political research on mathematics education, and it
extends the frame in which mathematical classroom cultures are conceived.
Early Childhood Studies: A Social Science Perspective explores key issues in early childhood
studies from a variety of social science disciplines, including psychology, sociology, social
policy and education. Each chapter considers a different social science discipline, identifying,
analysing and critically assessing how that particular discipline enriches early years provision
and research.User-friendly student features are included throughout, including:- Icebreakers
introduce the main chapter themes- Objectives help readers to develop cognitive skills, moving
from identifying to analysing to critically assessing - Formative activities encourage practical
application of the content - Case-studies ground theory in practice - Research activities support
those looking to take their understanding further - Self-assessment questions allow readers to
test their knowledge- Further reading references and web links provide ideas for further
exploration An essential course companion for all Early Childhood Studies undergraduate
students.
Offering a wide array of theoretical perspectives and methods, a broad range of resources, and
both classic and contemporary studies, this fully updated Fourth Edition uses the open
systems approach to provide readers with a framework for understanding and analyzing the
book’s disparate topics. Edited by Jeanne H. Ballantine and Joan Z. Spade, both of whom
actively teach Sociology of Education courses, this text includes dozens of readable articles
that illustrate major concepts and theoretical perspectives in the field.
Critical Sociology is a thoroughly revised, updated, and sophisticated introduction to the
sociological perspective as a critical lens on society. Much has happened since the first edition:
the Great Recession, the Obama presidency, the burgeoning role of social media, and recent
global social movements such the Tea Party, Occupy Wall Street, and the Arab Spring. In this
second edition, Buechler discusses the changing relationship between social movements and
democracy. The book contains chapters on how to think sociologically; an overview of
scientific, humanistic, and critical schools of sociology; and a detailed exposition of the critical
tradition.
Discover Sociology explores sociology as a discipline of curious minds, with the theoretical,
conceptual, and empirical tools needed to understand, analyze, and even change the world.
Organized around the four main themes of The Sociological Imagination, Power and Inequality,
Technological Transformations of Society, and Globalization, every chapter in the book
illuminates the social roots of diverse phenomena and institutions
Deviance and Social Control: A Sociological Perspective serves as a guide to students delving
into the fascinating world of deviance for the first time, offering clear overviews of issues and
perspectives in the field as well as introductions to classic and current academic literature. The
unique text/reader format provides the best of both worlds, offering both substantial original
chapters that give an overview of the field and the theories, as well as carefully selected
articles on deviance and social control taken directly from leading academic journals and
books.
With the impact of social interactionist and ethnographic methodology twenty-five years ago,
the research agenda in social problems began to shift its focus, giving rise to the Social
Constructionism movement. The present volume and the related shorter text, Constructionist
Controversies, review the substantial contributions made by social constructionist theorists
over that period, as well as recent debates about the future of the perspective. These
contributions redefine the purpose and central questions of social problems theory and
articulate a research program for analyzing social problems as social constructions. A
generation of theorists has been trained in the constructionist perspective and has extended it
through numerous analyses of diverse aspects of contemporary social life.The debates in this
volume pose fundamental questions about the major assumptions of the perspective, the ways
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in which it is practiced, and the purposes of social problems theory. Their point of departure is
Ibarra and Kitsuse's essay, cutting new theoretical ground in calling for ""investigating
vernacular resources, especially rhetorical forms, in the social problems process.""Contributors
are forceful proponents both within and outside of the social constructionist community, who
take a broad array of positions on the current state of social problems theory and on the
rhetorical forms that need exploring. They also lay down the general lines for diverse and often
competing programs for the future development of the constructionist agenda.
Student retention has become a difficult issue within higher education. As such, it is imperative
to examine the causes, as well as provide educators with strategies to implement to improve
retention rates. Critical Assessment and Strategies for Increased Student Retention is a pivotal
reference source for the latest progressive research on a variety of current student success
and attendance perpetuation issues. Featuring a broad range of coverage on a number of
perspectives and topics, such as academic performance, counseling, and culture, this
publication is geared towards practitioners, academicians, and researchers interested in
understanding the difficulties with maintaining student retention.
Classical and Contemporary Social Theory: Investigation and Application, 1/e, is the most
comprehensive, informative social theory book on the market. The title covers multiple schools
of thought and applies their ideas to society today. Readers will learn the origins of social
theory and understand the role of myriad social revolutions that shaped the course of societies
around the world.
This fully updated Sixth Edition of Religion in Sociological Perspective introduces students to
the basic theories and methods in the field, and shows them how to apply these analytic tools
to new groups they encounter. Authors Keith A Roberts and David Yamane explore three
interdependent subsystems of religion—meaning, structure, and belonging—and their
connections to the larger social structure. While they cover the major theoretical paradigms of
the field and employ various middle-range theories to explore specific processes, they use the
open systems model as a single unifying framework to integrate the theories and enhance
student understanding.
Exploring the relationships between qualitative research and social change, this bookasks how
social change is informed and influenced by research. Examples discussed are from research
practice and experiences in the fields of sociology, social work, professional practice,
education, criminal justice and anthropology."

Originally published in 1975 Education and Social Action, examines the
possibility and value of effecting links between community service and the
curriculum in various sectors of higher education. It describes what has been
done in each of several disciplines in giving students the opportunity to carry out
work of direct social utility within the context of the curriculum. It examines the
benefits and the problems experienced by students, their teachers, and analyses
the social and educational issues involved. The book derives links between the
work of Community Service Volunteer in fostering links between Community
Service and the curriculum, not only in schools but in institutions of higher
education.
This excellent textbook introduces the social work student to the field of
sociology, illustrating how sociology is connected to and fundamental to effective
social work practice. Each chapter applies theory to practice and is uniquely cowritten by a sociologist, social worker and service user. A wide range of topics
and subjects relevant to social work are covered, including: -Gender -Class
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-Ethnicity and race -Ageing -Health -Intimacies -Social exclusion -Crime and
deviance -Communities -Disability The book comes with access to an exciting
companion website offering the reader downloads, web links, powerpoint slides
and case studies. Every chapter of the book further includes further case studies,
along with lots of clear definitions of terms, and reflection points, making this
book the essential introductory text for all social work students.
This book brings together a collection of work from emerging and established
scholars who have put forth a vision of what critical sociology is and what it could
be in the early decades of the 21st century. Pushing beyond the theoretical
outlines of sociological critique, the authors demonstrate how critical sociology is
practiced through conceptual innovation and empirical analyses interweaving the
themes of society, power, and culture. Interrogating the Social reinvents the
project of critical sociology in two ways: by reflecting upon society as an object of
inquiry; and by questioning the existing social order’s self-evident character and
exclusionary effects. In doing so, it answers three related questions: How should
social relations and interactions be re-thought today? What new institutional and
discursive configurations of power are emerging? How do we make sense of
contemporary cultural performances and movements? This edited collection is
suited to a w ide and diverse audience across the disciplines of sociology,
political science, social and political theory, and cultural studies.
First Published in 2004. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.
"Stephens' important and timely book provides an urgently needed and insightful
synthesis of the previously fragmented field of community health psychology. A
wide range of case material from both rich and poor countries is framed within a
skilfully articulated set of debates around core issues of theory, practice,
research and ethics. This text should be compulsory reading for all practitioners
and students of health promotion." Professor Catherine Campbell, Health,
Community and Development Group, London School of Economics Can the
health of individuals be improved through community health programmes? How
can community health promotion programmes be more effective? How is health
awareness measured and evaluated? In recent years, health promoters have
focused their attention not just on individual lifestyle change, but on daily social
and physical conditions that surround the individual. They are now looking
towards lifestyle change based on community or socially-based interventions.
This book argues for the importance of theoretical explanations that inform
investigations of the social context of daily life, the social relations that affect
opportunities for healthy lives, and the needs of communities. Examining theories
from a critical and values oriented perspective, it looks at current theories of
health and health promotion, and discusses why health inequalities exist. The
book includes a practical grounding, using examples of community health
promotion practice, such as community arts and local community models, based
on material and research from Britain, New Zealand, Canada, the USA and
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South America. The media's role in health promotion is also investigated, drawing
on current media theory and examining media representation and the public's
interpretative response. Issues surrounding the evaluation of health promotion
programmes are also discussed. Health Promotion: A Psychosocial Approach
provides a critical and theoretical basis for practice in social and community
approaches to health promotion. It is key reading for postgraduate students of
health psychology or community psychology, as well as qualified practitioners in
public health areas who are developing theory based community programmes.
Substance Use and AbuseSociological PerspectivesGreenwood Publishing
Group
Seeing Social Problems: The Hidden Stories Behind Contemporary Issues shows
students how to think about social problems in a new way, by carefully analyzing
headline-making issues they are already familiar with and illustrating the
connection between individual problems and larger social forces. Each chapter
engages students in thinking about the world sociologically by focusing on a
specific case study that represents a more general social problem. The chapters
always start with the knowledge, beliefs, attitudes, and personal experiences that
students bring to the case—what author Ira Silver refers to as the conventional
wisdom—and effectively demonstrate to them the “first wisdom” of sociology:
“things are not what they seem.” In each instance, Silver shows how sociologists
ask questions, gather empirical data, use multiple perspectives, and consider
larger social forces to discover the “hidden stories” behind individual behavior.
Deviance and Social Control: A Sociological Perspective, Second Edition serves
as a guide to students delving into the fascinating world of deviance for the first
time. Authors Michelle Inderbitzin, Kristin A. Bates, and Randy Gainey offer a
clear overview of issues and perspectives in the field, including introductions to
classic and current sociological theories as well as research on definitions and
causes of deviance and reactions to deviant behavior. The unique text/reader
format provides the best of both worlds, offering both substantial original chapters
that clearly explain and outline the sociological perspectives on deviance, along
with carefully selected articles on deviance and social control taken directly from
leading academic journals and books. The Second Edition features updated
research, examples of specific forms of deviance, and discussions of policy, as
well as a new chapter and readings on global perspectives on deviance and
social control.
Sociological perspectives and their application to social work are an inherent part of the
QAA benchmark statements in the social work degree. In addition, graduates must
understand how sociological perspectives can be used to dissect societal and structural
influences on human behaviour at individual, group and community levels. This fullyrevised second edition includes a new chapter on social class and welfare and is
mapped to the new Professional Capabilities Framework for Social Work.
Packed with current examples you can easily relate to, Tischler’s INTRODUCTION TO
SOCIOLOGY, 11E delivers comprehensive, up-to-date coverage in a succinct and
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affordable format. The author begins by equipping you with tools for success, including
tips for how to read, study, and take tests more effectively. A built-in study guide and
practice tests ensure thorough understanding. The text threads two basic ideas
throughout: sociology is a rigorous, scientific discipline, and basic knowledge of
sociology is essential for understanding social interaction in many work and social
settings. With its streamlined 16 chapters, INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY, 11E
delivers cutting-edge coverage that is concise yet thorough--and makes sociology
completely accessible. Available with InfoTrac Student Collections
http://gocengage.com/infotrac. Important Notice: Media content referenced within the
product description or the product text may not be available in the ebook version.
An authoritative cast of international and inter-disciplinary contributors present the best
of current thinking in sports studies as the subject matures and develops academically.
A thoroughly updated introduction to the concepts, methods, and standards of critical
thinking, A Practical Guide to Critical Thinking: Deciding What to Do and Believe,
Second Edition is a unique presentation of the formal strategies used when thinking
through reasons and arguments in many areas of expertise. Pursuing an
interdisciplinary approach to critical thinking, the book offers a broad conception of
critical thinking and explores the practical relevance to conducting research across
fields such as, business, education, and the biological sciences. Applying rigor when
necessary, the Second Edition maintains an informal approach to the fundamental core
concepts of critical thinking. With practical strategies for defining, analyzing, and
evaluating reasons and arguments, the book illustrates how the concept of an argument
extends beyond philosophical roots into experimentation, testing, measurement, and
policy development and assessment. Featuring plenty of updated exercises for a wide
range of subject areas, A Practical Guide to Critical Thinking Deciding What to Do and
Believe, Second Edition also includes: Numerous real-world examples from many fields
of research, which reflect the applicability of critical thinking in everyday life New topical
coverage, including the nature of reasons, assertion and supposing, narrow and broad
definitions, circumstantial reasons, and reasoning about causal claims Selected
answers to various exercises to provide readers with instantaneous feedback to support
and extend the lessons A Practical Guide to Critical Thinking Deciding What to Do and
Believe, Second Edition is an excellent textbook for courses on critical thinking and
logic at the undergraduate and graduate levels as well as an appropriate reference for
anyone with a general interest in critical thinking skills.
Managing Change: A Critical Perspective explores how and why change occurs in
organizations and how the change process can be managed effectively. Complete with
an appendix featuring twenty popular change management techniques, it is an ideal
core textbook for change modules on HR and business degree programmes at both
undergraduate and postgraduate level. It offers a critical perspective, challenging the
main assumptions and ensuring that the complexity of the subject is understood and
appreciated. This fully updated 2nd edition of Managing Change: A Critical Perspective
includes new chapters on perspectives, power and politics, ethics, agents and agency,
HRM and evaluation. Its revised structure reflects strategic, group and individual
change, and a revised final chapter evaluates the practice and theory of change
management. Online supporting resources include annotated weblinks for students, an
instructor’s manual complete with commentary on questions and cases in the book and
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lecture slides and additional case studies for tutors.
As our understanding of learning focuses on the whole person rather than individual
aspects of learning, so the process of learning is beginning to be studied from a wide
variety of perspectives and disciplines. This handbook presents a comprehensive
overview of the contemporary research into learning: it brings together a diverse range
of specialities with chapters written by leading scholars throughout the world from a
wide variety of different approaches. The International Handbook of Learning captures
the complexities of the learning process in seven major parts. Its 54 chapters are subdivided in seven parts: Learning and the person: senses, cognitions, emotions,
personality traits and learning styles Learning across the lifespan Life-wide learning
Learning across the disciplines: covering everything from anthropology to neuroscience
Meaning systemse(tm) interpretation Learning and disability Historical and
contemporary learning theorists. Written by international experts, this book is the first
comprehensive multi-disciplinary analysis of learning, packing a diverse collection of
research into one accessible volume.
Sociology and Human Rights: New Engagements is the first collection to focus on the
contribution sociological approaches can make to analysis of human rights. Taking
forward the sociology of human rights which emerged from the 1990s, it presents
innovative analyses of global human rights struggles by new and established authors.
The collection includes a range of new work addressing issues such as genocide in
relation to indigenous peoples, rights-based approaches in development work,
trafficking of children, and children’s rights in relation to political struggles for the
decriminalisation of same-sex sexual activity in India. It examines contexts ranging from
Rwanda and South Korea to Northern Ireland and the city of Barcelona. The collection
as a whole will be of interest to students and academics working in various disciplines
such as politics, law and social policy, and to practitioners working on human rights for
various governmental and non-governmental organisations, as well as to sociologists
seeking to develop understanding of the sociology of human rights. This book was
published as a special issue of the International Journal of Human Rights.
"Fills an important gap in medical sociology. In an era of information overload, busy
scholars and students will appreciate these accessible introductions to the field's key
concepts." - Alan Petersen, Monash University "A handbook for any student to have by
their side as they embark on any course exploring the sociology of health, medicine and
disease." - Jessica Clark, University Campus Suffolk "A really useful collection of
concise, accessible and informative mini essays on a range of medical concepts and
conceptualisations. The book is ideal for students, including those following health
professional courses, and for more seasoned academics and scholars. A very handy
volume." - Jacquelyn Allen-Collinson, Lincoln University How do we understand health
in relation to society? What role does culture play in shaping our experiences of, and
orientation to, health and illness? How do we understand medicine and medical
treatment within a sociological framework? Medical sociology is a dynamic and complex
field of study, comprising many concepts which students sometimes find difficult to
grasp. This title manages to successfully elucidate this conceptual terrain. The text
systematically explains the key concepts that have preoccupied medical sociologists
from its inception and which have shaped the field as it exists today. Thoroughly
revised and updated, this second edition: Provides a systematic and accessible
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introduction to medical sociology Includes new relevant entries as well as classic
concepts Begins each entry with a definition of the concept, then examines its origins,
development, strengths and weaknesses Offers further reading guidance for
independent learning Draws on international literature and examples. This title has
proved hugely popular among students in medical sociology as well as those
undertaking professional training in health-related disciplines. It is essential reading for
anyone wanting to find an easily accessible, yet critical and thoughtful, information
source about the building blocks of medical sociology and the sociology of health and
illness.
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