Follow The River By James Alexander Thom Summary
Study Guide

Shortlisted for the Booker Prize Winner of the James Tait Black Memorial Prize
for Fiction Caryl Phillips’ ambitious and powerful novel spans two hundred and
fifty years of the African diaspora. It tracks two brothers and a sister on their
separate journeys through different epochs and continents: one as a missionary
to Liberia in the 1830s, one a pioneer on a wagon trail to the American West later
that century, and one a Gl posted to a Yorkshire village in the Second World
War. ‘Epic and frequently astonishing’ The Times ‘Its resonance continues to
deepen’ New York Times

The classic novel of fly fishing and spirituality, originally published in 1983. Since
its publication in 1983, THE RIVER WHY has become a classic. David James
Duncan's sweeping novel is a coming-of-age comedy about love, nature, and the
guest for self-discovery, written in a voice as distinct and powerful as any in
American letters. Gus Orviston is a young fly fisherman who leaves behind his
comically schizoid family to find his own path. Taking refuge in a remote cabin,
he sets out in pursuit of the Pacific Northwest's elusive steelhead. But what
begins as a physical quarry becomes a spiritual one as his quest for self-
knowledge batters him with unforeseeable experiences. Profoundly reflective
about our connection to nature and to one another, THE RIVER WHY is also a
comedic rollercoaster. Like Gus, the reader emerges utterly changed, stripped
bare by the journey Duncan so expertly navigates.

An explosive debut mystery for readers of Christine Carbo and Paul Doiron
featuring a newly minted deputy thrust into the cutthroat world of hunting. This
waterfowl season, the hunters become the hunted. Newly promoted sheriff's
deputy Delia Chavez has worked hard to get where she is. Without any family to
speak of, law enforcement is all she has. But just a few days into her new job,
Delia finds the body of a hunter washed up on the bank of the Willamette River
missing his trigger finger. Soon, more bodies are found--all hunters without their
trigger fingers. Waterfowl season often means clashes between hunters and
animal rights activists, but could someone be killing to make a statement?
Petrified, but invigorated by the opportunity, Delia dives head first into the case.
Soon, she catches a whiff of something foul and it's not the dead bodies--man or
bird. What starts off looking like a simple case of a ruthless vigilante quickly
devolves into something much more complex. Facing evasive killers who stop at
nothing to conceal their crimes, Delia must bring the criminals to justice because
everyone knows, if you're not the predator, you're prey.

New Description TK

Shows and describes the historical background of fourteen colonial plantations
Follow the RiverA NovelBallantine Books

In this deracinated age appears a miraculous epic that pays homage to Dante

and Camus. “Few people read Poetg%ea}/rll(}/ more, but | still wish to write its



seedlings down, if only for the lull of gathering: no less a harvest season for being
the last time,” writes Clive James in his epic poem, The River in the Sky. What
emerges from this lamentation is a soaring epic of exceptional depth and
overwhelming feeling, all the more extraordinary given its appearance in an age
when the heroic poem seems to have disappeared from contemporary literature.
Among James’s many talents is his uncanny ability to juxtapose references to
early twentieth-century poets with “offoeat humor and flyaway cultural
observations” (Dwight Garner, New York Times), or allusions to the adagio of
Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony contrasted with references to “YouTube’s vast
cosmopolis.” Whether recalling his Australian childhood or his father’s “clean
white headstone” in a Hong Kong cemetery, James’s autobiographical epic
ultimately helps us define the meaning of life.

Courageous Women * Supportive Men * Helpful Angels Angels Along the River is
an inspirational story of hope, fear, joy and accomplishment that is a testament to
the incredible tenacity and spirit of ordinary people everywhere. When Eleanor
Lahr read Follow the River, a novel based upon the true experiences of Mary
Draper Ingles, it changed her life. Mary was captured in 1755 by Shawnee
Indians and carried 500 miles from her home. Eleanor felt inexplicably compelled
to retrace Mary’s escape route. With little previous experience in the great
outdoors, but with plucky courage, she planned and trained extensively.
Sometimes alone and sometimes with strangers, she hiked for 43 days along the
Ohio, Kanawha, and New Rivers. Misunderstandings and ingrained prejudice
challenged the band of walkers as much as Mother Nature; however, angels in
everyday clothes helped them overcome their personal limitations, bloody
blisters, broken bones, and life-threatening situations. Eleanor and her
companions carried Mary's courageous story from Kentucky to Virginia in their
own remarkable feat of determination and achievement. As an act of self-
preservation Eleanor did not understand initially, her physical journey became a
transformative personal journey that redefined her as a capable, strong, and
iIndependent woman. "The inspiration is contagious and it affects us all in
different ways...Eleanor’s book is another carrier of the inspiration.” James
Alexander Thom, author of the best-seller Follow the River

Winner of the Anisfield-Wolf Book Award for Fiction Winner of the Gotham Book
Prize One of Barack Obama's "Favorite Books of the Year" Oprah's Book Club
Pick Named one of the Top Ten Books of the Year by the New York Times,
Entertainment Weekly and TIME Magazine A Washington Post Notable Novel
From the author of the National Book Award—winning The Good Lord Bird and
the bestselling modern classic The Color of Water, comes one of the most
celebrated novels of the year. In September 1969, a fumbling, cranky old church
deacon known as Sportcoat shuffles into the courtyard of the Cause Houses
housing project in south Brooklyn, pulls a .38 from his pocket, and, in front of
everybody, shoots the project’s drug dealer at point-blank range. The reasons

for this desperate burst of violence and the consequences that spring from it lie at
Page 2/10



the heart of Deacon King Kong, James McBride’s funny, moving novel and his
first since his National Book Award—winning The Good Lord Bird. In Deacon King
Kong, McBride brings to vivid life the people affected by the shooting: the victim,
the African-American and Latinx residents who witnessed it, the white neighbors,
the local cops assigned to investigate, the members of the Five Ends Baptist
Church where Sportcoat was deacon, the neighborhood’s Italian mobsters, and
Sportcoat himself. As the story deepens, it becomes clear that the lives of the
characters—caught in the tumultuous swirl of 1960s New York—overlap in
unexpected ways. When the truth does emerge, McBride shows us that not all
secrets are meant to be hidden, that the best way to grow is to face change
without fear, and that the seeds of love lie in hope and compassion. Bringing to
these pages both his masterly storytelling skills and his abiding faith in humanity,
James McBride has written a novel every bit as involving as The Good Lord Bird
and as emotionally honest as The Color of Water. Told with insight and wit,
Deacon King Kong demonstrates that love and faith live in all of us.

Ten years into their marriage, Abbie faces a life-threatening illness. Her husband
Doss battles the disease with her every step of the way. "Where the River Ends"
chronicles their love-filled, tragedy-tinged journey and a bond that transcends all.
Tens of thousands of spiritual seekers around the world have been touched by
James Weeks’s online essays and affirmations. Now in book form for the first
time, Meditations Across The King’s River is inspired by James’s travels
throughout the Caribbean and West Africa as an Ifa priest. Here, readers will find
hope, encouragement, and wisdom to sustain them on their soul’s journey.
“Continues where Brown'’s first memoir, The Los Angeles Diaries, left off. It's
molten stuff, the story of his efforts to control his river of rage.” —Los Angeles
Times Award—winning author James Brown gained a cult following after
chronicling his turbulent childhood and spiraling drug addiction in The Los
Angeles Diaries. This River picks up where Brown left off in his first memaoir,
describing his tenuous relationship with sobriety, telling of agonizing relapses,
and tracking his attempts to become a better father. This is the heartbreaking and
at times uplifting tale of Brown’s battles, peeking into his former life as an addict
and detailing his subsequent ascent to sobriety and fight for redemption. “A
beautifully crafted and intensely moving book. Without artifice or
pretension—without false moves of any sort—James Brown goes after the biggest
literary game: death, love, children, degeneration, hopelessness, hope. | read
this book straight through, in one spellbound sitting, and | will read it again in a
week or two. It is so good.” —Tim O’Brien, National Book Award winning—author
of The Things They Carried “Beautifully written, this is clear—eyed truth—telling by
a man coming to terms with the best and worst in himself and others.” —Booklist
“This River pulls no punches—art shouldn’t and Brown doesn’t. The good, the
bad, the ugly are all there in a lucid, uncluttered, muscular prose studded with
honesty, willpower, and courage. Brown’s is a story of a man who, against

overwhelming odds, not only came back from the abyss, but triumphed.” —Duff
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Brenna, author of AWP Best Novel The Book of Mamie

Rich, colorful and bursting with excitement, this remarkable story turns James
Alexander Thom's power and passion for American history to the epic story of
Tecumseh's life and give us a heart-thumping novel of one man's magnificent
destiny—to unite his people in the struggle to save their land and their way of life
from the relentless press of the white settlers. “Oh, what a man this will be, with
such a sign as that!” In 1768, when Turtle Mother gave birth to a strong baby boy
in the heart of the Shawnee nation, a green-yellow shooting star streaked across
the heavens. Hard Striker saw the unsoma, the birth sign, and named his son
Tecumseh, meaning Panther in the Sky . . . Praise for Panther in the Sky
“[James Alexander] Thom shows how, in honest, capable hands, fictionalized
biography can add verisimilitude to the life and times of this extraordinary
America. . . . The dialogue has the ring of reality about it. . . . Thom is able to get
into the thoughts and emotions of his characters.”—Dee Brown, Los Angeles
Times “The story of a bruised and threatened culture . . . Thom's rendering of the
Shawnee world is authoritative. Tecumseh is a wonderful character. . . . Panther
in the Sky is bloody, brave and honorable.”—The Washington Post Book World
“Through Thom's masterful storytelling and his passion for Shawnee lore,
customs and especially mysticism, you continually have the feeling that maybe,
these simple, proud individuals can win back their land and have life go on as
‘Our Grandmother,’ that great spiritual force, intended.”—Chicago Tribune “A
work of such sweep and compassion that it blurs the demarcation between novel
and history . . . Totally admirable.”"—The Cincinnati Enquirer “A brillinant job . . .
meticulously researched . . . It is a detailed story of the almost mythical life of
[Tecumseh] and that of the Shawnee of his time."—Kansas City Star “A
spellbinding novel about the life of Tecumseh . . . The book is almost epic in its
scope. . .. Thom has carefully researched his facts. He has the care of a
historian to go with the skills of the seasoned novelist.”—The Indianapolis Star
“Riveting . . . Historical fiction at its finest."—Booklist

New York Times Bestseller: A man who gained the world but lost his soul faces a
critical midlife crisis in this suspenseful and inspiring novel about love and
forgiveness. On a stormy, windswept night, Guy Jerald tried to kill himself. But he
did not die. Now, the fifty-five-year-old Pennsylvania powerbroker and business
titan—a living example of the American Dream—Iies in a bed in a psychiatric
hospital. He is on suicide watch, barely able to recognize his wife and two adult
children. But a visitor from his distant past will open the floodgates. During one of
the most harrowing battles of World War I, Guy saved the life of fellow soldier
James Meyer. Now, James is a celebrated British psychiatrist determined to
repay the favor and bring his old friend back from the brink. As the source of
Guy’s pain emerges, James must come to terms with his own unfulfilled goals
and a mounting crisis that will test him in ways he never could have imagined.
Shifting between the past and the present, Bright Flows the River is a story of

faith, friendship, and the road not taken, in which a powerful, successful man may
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finally get the chance to become the person he long ago dreamed he could be.

In the "brilliant novel" (The New York Times) V.S. Naipaul takes us deeply into
the life of one man—an Indian who, uprooted by the bloody tides of Third World
history, has come to live in an isolated town at the bend of a great river in a newly
independent African nation. Naipaul gives us the most convincing and disturbing
vision yet of what happens in a place caught between the dangerously alluring
modern world and its own tenacious past and traditions.

Gathers writings about rivers by John James Audubon, William Bartram, Annie

Dillard, Eddy Harris, Barry Lopez, Meriwether Lewis, and John Wesley Powell
The Slocum family of Northeastern Pennsylvania are the best of the white settlers, peace-
loving Quakers who believe that the Indians hold the Light of God inside. It is from this good-
hearted family that Frances is abducted during the Revolutionary war. As the child's terror
subsides, she is slowly drawn into the sacred work and beliefs of her adoptive mother and of
all the women of these Eastern tribes. Frances becomes Maconakwa, the Little Bear Woman
of the Miami Indians. Then, long after the Indians are beaten and their last hope, Tecumseh, is
killed, the Slocums hear word of their long-lost daughter and head out to Indiana to meet their
beloved Frances. But for Maconakwa, it is a moment of truth, the test of whether her heart is
truly a red one.

When he fell in love, he fell hard. When he lost her, he lost his will. Drugs, sex, and rock and
roll-in that order-became his life. River James, the drummer for Steel Total Destruction, loved
the brotherhood he formed with his unlikely best friend, the band mates from Steel Total
Destruction, and the family he found in his label, Forever Four. Then one tragic accident takes
it all away in the blink of an eye. Twisted metal, shattered bones, crushed dreams, and torn
wreckage causes deep, dark secrets to be revealed. One collision causes him to lose all hope,
with no one but himself to blame. Now facing harsh realities, which have never been one of
River's strengths, he turns to the sure things in life: drugs and women who oh so willingly give
themselves to a tall, dark, and tattooed rocker like him. Will he find himself in the wreckage of
twisted metal and crushed dreams? Or will he lose his way in the smoke and debris? The first
person in her family to graduate from high school and college, Keanna Sutton is flying high on
her accomplishments and hard work. She has the career and man of her dreams ... or so she
thought until she finds out he is cheating on her. Ending the relationship, she begins rebuilding
her shattered self-esteem. Then a chance run-in with a tall, dark, and handsome, silver-
tongued drummer tests her strength and ability to hold her own tongue while trying to ignore
the implausible attraction to a man she knows will be no good for her. Now a second run in at
O'Donnell's pub while under the influence of drink, music, friends, and a fight makes Keanna
throw caution to the wind, and she finds herself getting rocked the only way a badass like River
can: hard and nasty. Will the hottest night of her life end there? Or will she lose herself in a
man who gives no promises except the lady always comes first?

A legend. A warrior. A hero. A classic American epic. Two centuries ago, with the support of
the young Revolutionary government, George Rogers Clark led a small but fierce army west
from Virginia to conquer all the territory between the Ohio and Mississippi rivers. He battled the
British, forged friendships with French and Spanish settlers, and made treaties with many
Indian tribes who revered the lanky, red-haired white man and called him Long Knife. He fell in
love with the woman of his dreams, the beautiful Spanish maiden Teresa de Leyba. And
George Rogers Clark was, in the end, bitterly betrayed by the same government he had so
nobly served. Rich in the heroic characters, meticulously researched detail, and grand scale
that have become James Alexander Thom’s trademarks, Long Knife, his first historical epic, is
simply unforgettable.
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Three hundred years before Columbus, Madoc, a Welsh prince, crosses the Atlantic to build a
colony in the land he calls "larghal,” where he and his descendants mingle blood, legends, and
dreams with the native peoples of the New World

When a wandering band of braves speaking her mother's language tries to join River-Song's
people, she tries to hold her tribe together and preserve their valley.

Joe Meek was one of the West's irresistible characters. He was dashing, devil-may-care,
cheeky, irreverent, and more fun than a playful grizzly cub. Initially, he covers his early life
adventuring in the Rocky Mountains, California, and the Southwest. His firsthand account of fur-
traders is priceless, as are his descriptions of the country, mountains, and the life of a
mountain man. Then, Joe Meek's life as pioneer, sheriff, U.S. Marshall, and legislator is told in
his own engaging voice. The turbulent years in the Northwest include the story of trappers,
traders, missionaries, women, pioneers, and Native Americans that finally came together and
created a state--Oregon.

“You're hooked, you feel every cut, grope up every cliff, swallow water with every spill of the
canoe, sweat with every draw of the bowstring. Wholly absorbing [and] dramatic.”—Harper's
Magazine The setting is the Georgia wilderness, where the states most remote white-water
river awaits. In the thundering froth of that river, in its echoing stone canyons, four men on a
canoe trip discover a freedom and exhilaration beyond compare. And then, in a moment of
horror, the adventure turns into a struggle for survival as one man becomes a human hunter
who is offered his own harrowing deliverance. Praise for Deliverance “Once read, never
forgotten.”—Newport News Daily Press “A tour de force . . . How a man acts when shot by an
arrow, what it feels like to scale a cliff or to capsize, the ironic psychology of fear: these things
are conveyed with remarkable descriptive writing."—The New Republic “Freshly and intensely
alive . . . with questions that haunt modern urban man.”—Southern Review “A fine and honest
book that hits the reader's mind with the sting of a baseball just caught in the hand."—The
Nation “[James Dickey's] language has descriptive power not often matched in contemporary
American writing.”—Time “A harrowing trip few readers will forget."—Asheville Citizen-Times "A
novel that will curl your toes . . . Dickey's canoe rides to the limits of dramatic tension."—New
York Times Book Review "A brilliant and breathtaking adventure."—The New Yorker
'Exceptional’ The Times '‘Luminous . . . Unexpected' Guardian Shortlisted for Novel of the Year
at the Irish Book Awards, the Dalkey Literary Awards and the Kerry Group Awards Luke
O’Brien has left Dublin to live a quiet life on the bend of the River Sullane. Alone in his big
house, he longs for a return to his family’s heyday and turns to books for solace. One morning
a young woman arrives at his door, presenting Luke and his family with an almost impossible
dilemma.

“A cracking good yarn . . . sheer storytelling power . . . James Alexander Thom is one
of the finest historical novelists writing today. . . . Anyone who thinks there’s nothing left
to be said about the Lewis and Clark expedition should read this book.”—John Sugden,
author of Tecumseh: A Life Following the Louisiana Purchase, Thomas Jefferson sends
Meriwether Lewis and William Clark to explore the newly acquired territory. To survive,
the two captains need an extraordinary hunter who will be able to provide the
expedition with fresh game, and a sign-talker to communicate with the native tribes.
They choose George Drouillard. It is Drouillard, an actual historical figure, who
becomes our eyes and ears on this unforgettable odyssey. A magnificent tale told with
intelligence and insight, Sign-Talker is full of song and suffering, humor and pathos.
James Alexander Thom has created the rarest reading experience: one that entertains
us even as it shows us a new vision of our nation, our past, and ourselves. “Excellent .
.. Itis at once an adventure story [and] a historical document. . . . Even though many

readers know the story of Lewis and Clark, Thom’s novel will give them new
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insight."—The Indianapolis Star (four-star review)
EDGAR AWARD NOMINEE NATIONAL BESTSELLER ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS
OF THE YEAR: THE OBSERVER (LONDON) * KIRKUS REVIEWS Wynn and Jack
have been best friends since college orientation, bonded by their shared love of
mountains, books, and fishing. Wynn is a gentle giant, a Vermont kid never happier
than when his feet are in the water. Jack is more rugged, raised on a ranch in Colorado
where sleeping under the stars and cooking on a fire came as naturally to him as
breathing. When they decide to canoe the Maskwa River in northern Canada, they
anticipate long days of leisurely paddling and picking blueberries, and nights of
stargazing and reading paperback Westerns. But a wildfire making its way across the
forest adds unexpected urgency to the journey. One night, with the fire advancing, they
hear a man and woman arguing on the fog-shrouded riverbank; the next day, a man
appears on the river, paddling alone. Is this the same man they heard? And if he is,
where is the woman? From this charged beginning, master storyteller Peter Heller
unspools a headlong, heart-pounding story of desperate wilderness survival.
Traveling to the New World in 1606 as the page to Captain John Smith, twelve-year-old
orphan Samuel Collier settles in the new colony of James Town, where he must quickly
learn to distinguish between friend and foe. Reprint.
A bestselling master of historical fiction, James Alexander Thom has brought
unforgettable Native American figures to life for millions of readers, powerfully
dramatizing their fortitude, fearsomeness, and profound fates. Now he and his wife,
Dark Rain, have created a magnificent portrait of an astonishing woman—one who led
her people in war when she could not persuade them to make peace. Her name was
Nonhelema. Literate, lovely, imposing at over six feet tall, she was the Women’s Peace
Chief of the Shawnee Nation—and already a legend when the most decisive decade of
her life began in 1774. That fall, with more than three thousand Virginians poised to
march into the Shawnees’ home, Nonhelema’s plea for peace was denied. So she
loyally became a fighter, riding into battle covered in war paint. When the Indians ran
low on ammunition, Nonhelema'’s role changed back to peacemaker, this time
tragically. Negotiating an armistice with military leaders of the American Revolution like
Daniel Boone and George Rogers Clark, she found herself estranged from her own
people—and betrayed by her white adversaries, who would murder her loved ones and
eventually maim Nonhelema herself. Throughout her inspiring life, she had many deep
and complex relationships, including with her daughter, Fani, who was an adopted
white captive . . . a pious and judgmental missionary, Zeisberger . . . a series of
passionate lovers . . . and, in a stunning creation of the Thoms, Justin Case—a cowardly
soldier transformed by the courage he saw in the female Indian leader. Filled with the
uncanny period detail and richly rendered drama that are Thom trademarks, Warrior
Woman is a memorable novel of a remarkable person—one willing to fight to avoid war,
by turns tough and tender, whose heart was too big for the world she wished to tame.
“Splendid . . . Thom tells the story with humor and eloquence, and a thumping good
tale it is, too."—The Washington Post In one generation, the Clark family of Virginia
fought for our nation's independence, and explored, conquered, and settled the
continent from sea to shining sea. This powerfully written book recreates the warm life
of the family, the dangers of the battlefield, the grueling journeys across an untamed
wilderness, and the soul-stirring Lewis and Clark Expedition. This mighty epic is a fitting
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tribute to the wisdom and courage of Ann Rogers Clark, her husband John, and the ten
sons and daughters they nurtured and inspired.
The fascinating companion title to the award-winning historical novel Blood on the
River: James Town 1607. After the colony of James Town is founded in 1607. After
Captain John Smith establishes trade with the Native Americans. After Pocahontas
befriends the colonists. After early settlers both thrive and die in this new world . . . a
girl is born. Virginia. Virginia Laydon, an infant at the end of Blood on the River, has
now grown up in a colony that is teetering dangerously on the precipice of conflict with
the native Algonquins. Virginia has the gift, or the curse, of the knowing-an ability that
could help save the colony, and is equally likely to land her at the burning stake as an
accused witch. Virginia struggles to make sense of her own inner world against the
backdrop of pivotal years in the Jamestown colony. The first representative government
is established, the first enslaved Africans arrive, and the self-righteousness of the
colony's leaders angers the Algonquin. When Virginia's mother first learns of her gift,
she is terrified. Kill it, her mother says, or they will kill you. When accusations and
danger threaten, Virginia learns that she is on her own; her mother must protect her
young sisters rather than stand up for her. So begins a journey of self-realization and
increasing strength, as Virginia goes from being a self-protective young girl to someone
who knows she must live her own truth even if it will be the end of her.
For use in schools and libraries only. Captured by the Shawnee Indians, Mary Ingles
escapes and follows the Ohio River a thousand miles back to her home in Virginia.
Attempting to escape his abusive father and generations of cyclical poverty, young
Jonah Hargrove joins the mysterious River—a teenage girl carrying thousands of dollars
in stolen meth—and embarks on a southern gothic odyssey through the East Texas river
bottoms. They are pursued by local drug kingpin John Curtis and his murderous
enforcer, Dakota Cade, with whom River was romantically involved. But Cade and
Curtis have their own enemies, as their relationship with the cartel controlling their meth
supply begins to sour. Keeping tabs on everyone is the Thin Man, a silent assassin who
values consequence over mercy. Each person is keeping secrets from the
others—deadly secrets that will be exposed in savage fashion as their final paths collide
and all are forced to come to terms with their choices, their circumstances, and their
own definition of God. With a colorful cast of supporting characters and an unflinching
violence juxtaposed against lyrical prose, River, Sing Out dives deep into a sinister and
sanguinary world, where oppressive poverty is pitted against the need to believe in
something greater than the self.
A panoramic and epic novel in the grand romantic style, Push Not the River is the rich
story of Poland in the late 1700s--a time of heartache and turmoil as the country's once
peaceful people are being torn apart by neighboring countries and divided loyalties. It is
then, at the young and vulnerable age of seventeen, when Lady Anna Maria
Berezowska loses both of her parents and must leave the only home she has ever
known. With Empress Catherine's Russian armies streaming in to take their spoils,
Anna is quickly thrust into a world of love and hate, loyalty and deceit, patriotism and
treason, life and death. Even kind Aunt Stella, Anna's new guardian who soon comes to
personify Poland's courage and spirit, can't protect Anna from the uncertain future of
the country. Anna, a child no longer, turns to love and comfort in the form of Jan, a
brave patriot and architect of democracy, unaware that her beautiful and enigmatic
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cousin Zofia has already set her sights on the handsome young fighter. Thus Anna
walks unwittingly into Zofia's jealous wrath and darkly sinister intentions. Forced to
survive several tragic events, many of them orchestrated by the crafty Zofia, a
strengthened Anna begins to learn to place herself in the way of destiny--for love and
for country. Heeding the proud spirit of her late father, Anna becomes a major player in
the fight against the countries who come to partion her beloved Poland. Push Not the
River is based on the true eighteenth century diary of Anna Maria Berezowska, a Polish
countess who lived through the rise and fall of the historic Third of May Constitution.
Vivid, romantic, and thrillingly paced, it paints the emotional and unforgettable story of
the metamorphosis of a nation--and of a proud and resilient young woman.
NATIONAL BESTSELLER - “It takes a rare individual not only to see that history can
live, but also to make it live for others. James Thom has that gift."—The Indianapolis
News Mary Ingles was twenty-three, happily married, and pregnant with her third child
when Shawnee Indians invaded her peaceful Virginia settlement in 1755 and kidnapped
her, leaving behind a bloody massacre. For months they held her captive. But nothing
could imprison her spirit. With the rushing Ohio River as her guide, Mary Ingles walked
one thousand miles through an untamed wilderness no white woman had ever seen.
Her story lives on—extraordinary testimony to the indomitable strength of one pioneer
woman who risked her life to return to her own people.
From its beginnings as a trickle of icy water in Virginia's northwest corner to its miles-
wide mouth at Hampton Roads, the James River has witnessed more recorded history
than any other feature of the American landscape -- as home to the continent's first
successful English settlement, highway for Native Americans and early colonists,
battleground in the Revolution and the Civil War, and birthplace of America's twentieth-
century navy. In 1998, restless in his job as a reporter for the Norfolk Virginian-Pilot,
Earl Swift landed an assignment traveling the entire length of the James. He hadn't
been in a canoe since his days as a Boy Scout, and he knew that the river boasts
whitewater, not to mention man-made obstacles, to challenge even experienced
paddlers. But reinforced by Pilot photographer lan Martin and a lot of freeze-dried food
and beer, Swift set out to immerse himself -- he hoped not literally -- in the river and its
history. What Swift survived to bring us is this engrossing chronicle of three weeks in a
fourteen-foot plastic canoe and four hundred years in the life of Virginia. Fueled by
humor and a dauntless curiosity about the land, buildings, and people on the banks,
and anchored by his sidekick Martin -- whose photographs accompany the text -- Swift
points his bow through the ghosts of a frontier past, past Confederate forts and POW
camps, antebellum mills, ruined canals, vanished towns, and effluent-spewing industry.
Along the banks, lonely meadowlands alternate with suburbs and power plants,
marinas and the gleaming skyscrapers of Richmond's New South downtown. Enduring
dunkings, wolf spiders, near-arrest, channel fever, and twenty-knot winds, Swift makes
it to the Chesapeake Bay. Readers who accompany him through his Journey on the
James will come away with the accumulated pleasure, if not the bruises and mud, of
four hundred miles of adventure and history in the life of one of America's great
watersheds.
Captured by the Shawnee Indians, Mary Ingles escapes and follows the Ohio River for
a thousand miles back towards her home in Virginia
Sometimes figuring out the truth means going to the point of no return. For Mitchum,
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returning isn't something he concerns himself with. HIDDEN: Rejected by the Navy
SEALs, Mitchum is content to be his small town's unofficial private eye, until his
beloved 14-year-old cousin is abducted. Now he'll call on every lethal skill to track her
down — but nothing is what it seems... MALICIOUS: Mitchum's brother has been
charged with murder. Nathaniel swears he didn't kill anyone, but word on the street is
that he was involved with the victim's wife. Now, Navy SEAL dropout Mitchum will break
every rule to expose the truth — even if it destroys the people he loves. MALEVOLENT:
Mitchum has never been more desperate. One by one his loved ones have become
victims of carefully staged attacks. There's only one way to stop the ruthless
mastermind intent on destroying everyone around him — to go on the most dangerous
hunt of his life.
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