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COSTA AWARD FINALIST ECONOMIST BOOK OF
THE YEAR Film rights acquired by Gold Circle Films, the
team behind My Big Fat Greek Wedding. A
groundbreaking reconsideration of our favorite Tudor
queen from the author of Queen of Scots, now a feature
film starring Saoirse Ronan and Margot Robbie “A fresh,
thrilling portrait… Guy’s Elizabeth is deliciously human.”
–Stacy Schiff, The New York Times Book Review
Elizabeth was crowned queen at twenty-five, but it was
only when she reached fifty and all hopes of a royal
marriage were behind her that she began to wield power
in her own right. For twenty-five years she had struggled
to assert her authority over advisers, who pressed her to
marry and settle the succession; now, she was
determined not only to reign but to rule. In this
magisterial biography, John Guy introduces us to a
woman who is refreshingly unfamiliar: at once powerful
and vulnerable, willful and afraid. We see her confronting
challenges at home and abroad: war against France and
Spain, revolt in Ireland, an economic crisis that triggers
riots in the streets of London, and a conspiracy to place
her cousin Mary Queen of Scots on her throne. For a
while she is smitten by a much younger man, but can
she allow herself to act on that passion and still keep her
throne? For the better part of a decade John Guy mined
long-overlooked archives, scouring handwritten letters
and court documents to sweep away myths and rumors.
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This prodigious historical detective work has enabled him
to reveal, for the first time, the woman behind the
polished veneer: determined, prone to fits of jealous
rage, wracked by insecurity, often too anxious to sleep
alone. At last we hear her in her own voice expressing
her own distinctive and surprisingly resonant concerns.
Guy writes like a dream, and this combination of
groundbreaking research and propulsive narrative puts
him in a class of his own. "Significant, forensic and mythbusting, John Guy inspires total confidence in a narrative
which is at once pacey and rich in detail." -- Anna
Whitelock, TLS “Most historians focus on the early
decades, with Elizabeth’s last years acting as a
postscript to the beheading of Mary Queen of Scots and
the defeat of the Spanish Armada. Guy argues that this
period is crucial to understanding a more human side of
the smart redhead.” – The Economist, Book of the Year
Part of the Penguin Monarchs series: short, fresh, expert
accounts of England's rulers in a collectible format Henry
VII was one of England's unlikeliest monarchs. An exile
and outsider with barely a claim to the throne, his victory
over Richard III at Bosworth Field seemed to many in
1485 like only the latest in the sequence of violent
convulsions among England's nobility that would come to
be known as the wars of the roses - with little to suggest
that the obscure Henry would last any longer than his
predecessor. To break that cycle of division, usurpation,
deposition and murder, he had both to maintain a grip on
power and to convince England that his rule was both
rightful and effective. Here, Sean Cunningham explores
how, in his ruthless, controlling and personal kingship,
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Henry VII did so; in the process founding the Tudor
dynasty and, arguably, helping to lay the foundations for
modern government. Sean Cunningham is a Principal
Records Specialist at The National Archives. A Fellow of
the Royal Historical Society, he has published widely on
late medieval and early Tudor England. His books
include, most recently, a historical biography of Henry
VII.
The elder daughter of Henry VIII, Mary I (1553-58)
became England's ruler on the unexpected death of her
brother Edward VI. Her short reign is one of the great
potential turning points in the country's history. As a
convinced Catholic and the wife of Philip II, king of Spain
and the most powerful of all European monarchs, Mary
could have completely changed her country's orbit,
making it a province of the Habsburg Empire and
obedient again to Rome. These extraordinary
possibilities are fully dramatized in John Edward's
superb short biography. The real Mary I has almost
disappeared under the great mass of Protestant
propaganda that buried her reputation during her
younger sister, Elizabeth I's reign. But what if she had
succeeded?
The reign of Elizabeth I was marked by change: England
finally became a protestant nation, and England's
relations with her neighbours were also changing, in part
because of religious controversies. Elizabeth's reign was
also significant in terms of changing gender
expectations, and in terms of attitudes towards those
considered different. While a woman ruled, others, often
at the bottom of the social scale, were condemned as
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witches. Levin evaluates Elizabeth and the significance
of her reign both in the context of her age and our own,
examining the increasing cultural diversity of Elizabethan
England and the impact of the reign of an unmarried
queen on gender expectations, as well as exploring the
more traditional themes of religion, foreign policy, plots
and conspiracies. Levin's fresh perspective will be
welcomed by students of this exceptional reign.
For a man with such conventional tastes and views,
George V had a revolutionary impact. Almost despite
himself he marked a decisive break with his flamboyant
predecessor Edward VII, inventing the modern
monarchy, with its emphasis on frequent public
appearances, family values and duty. George V was an
effective war-leader and inventor of 'the House of
Windsor'. In an era of ever greater media
coverage--frequently filmed and initiating the British
Empire Christmas broadcast--George became for 25
years a universally recognised figure. He was also the
only British monarch to take his role as Emperor of India
seriously. While his great rivals (Tsar Nicolas and Kaiser
Wilhelm) ended their reigns in catastrophe, he plodded
on. David Cannadine's sparkling account of his reign
could not be more enjoyable, a masterclass in how to
write about Monarchy, that central--if peculiar--pillar of
British life.
The formation of England occurred against the odds: an
island divided into rival kingdoms, under savage assault
from Viking hordes. But, after King Alfred ensured the
survival of Wessex and his son Edward expanded it, his
grandson Athelstan inherited the rule of both Mercia and
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Wessex, conquered Northumbria and was hailed as Rex
totius Britanniae: 'King of the whole of Britain'. Tom
Holland recounts this extraordinary story with relish and
drama, transporting us back to a time of omens, raven
harbingers and blood-red battlefields. As well as giving
form to the figure of Athelstan - devout, shrewd, all too
aware of the precarious nature of his power, especially in
the north - he introduces the great figures of the age,
including Alfred and his daughter Aethelflaed, 'Lady of
the Mercians', who brought Athelstan up at the Mercian
court. Making sense of the family rivalries and fractious
conflicts of the Anglo-Saxon rulers, Holland shows us
how a royal dynasty rescued their kingdom from nearoblivion and fashioned a nation that endures to this day.
COSTA AWARD FINALIST ECONOMIST BOOK OF
THE YEAR FINANCIAL TIMES BOOK OF THE YEAR
Film rights acquired by Gold Circle Films, the team
behind My Big Fat Greek Wedding “A fresh, thrilling
portrait… Guy’s Elizabeth is deliciously human.” –Stacy
Schiff, The New York Times Book Review A
groundbreaking reconsideration of our favorite Tudor
queen, Elizabeth is an intimate and surprising biography
that shows her at the height of her power. Elizabeth was
crowned queen at twenty-five, but it was only when she
reached fifty and all hopes of a royal marriage were
behind her that she began to wield power in her own
right. For twenty-five years she had struggled to assert
her authority over advisers, who pressed her to marry
and settle the succession; now, she was determined not
only to reign but to rule. In this magisterial biography,
John Guy introduces us to a woman who is refreshingly
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unfamiliar: at once powerful and vulnerable, willful and
afraid. We see her confronting challenges at home and
abroad: war against France and Spain, revolt in Ireland,
an economic crisis that triggers riots in the streets of
London, and a conspiracy to place her cousin Mary
Queen of Scots on her throne. For a while she is smitten
by a much younger man, but can she allow herself to act
on that passion and still keep her throne? For the better
part of a decade John Guy mined long-overlooked
archives, scouring handwritten letters and court
documents to sweep away myths and rumors. This
prodigious historical detective work has enabled him to
reveal, for the first time, the woman behind the polished
veneer: determined, prone to fits of jealous rage,
wracked by insecurity, often too anxious to sleep alone.
At last we hear her in her own voice expressing her own
distinctive and surprisingly resonant concerns. Guy
writes like a dream, and this combination of
groundbreaking research and propulsive narrative puts
him in a class of his own. "Significant, forensic and mythbusting, John Guy inspires total confidence in a narrative
which is at once pacey and rich in detail." -- Anna
Whitelock, TLS “Most historians focus on the early
decades, with Elizabeth’s last years acting as a
postscript to the beheading of Mary Queen of Scots and
the defeat of the Spanish Armada. Guy argues that this
period is crucial to understanding a more human side of
the smart redhead.” – The Economist, Book of the Year
'Æthelred's reign of nearly thirty-eight years was the
longest of any Anglo-Saxon ruler. If he had died in AD
1000, history would have remembered him more kindly'
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Few monarchs of the Middle Ages have had a worse
popular reputation than Æthelred II, 'the Unready',
remembered as the king who lost England to Viking
invaders. But, as Richard Abels shows, the failure to
defend his realm was not entirely his alone. Æthelred
was in many ways an innovative ruler but one whose
challenges - a divided court, a fragile nascent kingdom, a
voracious, hydra-headed enemy - were ultimately too
great to overcome.
King of Britain for sixty years and the last king of what would
become the United States, George III inspired both hatred
and loyalty and is now best known for two reasons: as a
villainous tyrant for America's Founding Fathers, and for his
madness, both of which have been portrayed on stage and
screen. In this concise and penetrating biography, Jeremy
Black turns away from the image-making and back to the
archives, and instead locates George's life within his age: as
a king who faced the loss of key colonies, rebellion in Ireland,
insurrection in London, constitutional crisis in Britain and an
existential threat from Revolutionary France as part of
modern Britain's longest period of war. Black shows how
George III rose to these challenges with fortitude and helped
settle parliamentary monarchy as an effective governmental
system, eventually becoming the most popular monarch for
well over a century. He also shows us a talented and curious
individual, committed to music, art, architecture and science,
who took the duties of monarchy seriously, from reviewing
death penalties to trying to control his often wayward children
even as his own mental health failed, and became Britain's
longest reigning king.
On Christmas Day 1066, William, duke of Normandy was
crowned in Westminster, the first Norman king of England. It
was a disaster: soldiers outside, thinking shouts of
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acclamation were treachery, torched the surrounding
buildings. To later chroniclers, it was an omen of the
catastrophes to come. During the reign of William the
Conqueror, England experienced greater and more seismic
change than at any point before or since. Marc Morris's
concise and gripping biography sifts through the sources of
the time to give a fresh view of the man who changed
England more than any other, as old ruling elites were swept
away, enemies at home and abroad (including those in his
closest family) were crushed, swathes of the country were
devastated and the map of the nation itself was redrawn,
giving greater power than ever to the king. When, towards the
end of his reign, William undertook a great survey of his new
lands, his subjects compared it to the last judgement of God,
the Domesday Book. England had been transformed forever.
James's reign marked one of the very rare major breaks in
England's monarchy. Already James VI of Scotland and a
highly experienced ruler who had established his authority
over the Scottish Kirk, he marched south on Elizabeth I's
death to become James I of England and Ireland, uniting the
British Isles for the first time and founding the Stuart dynasty
which would, with several lurches, reign for over a century.
Indeed his descendant still occupies the throne. A complex,
curious man and great survivor, James drastically changed
court life in London and presided over such major projects as
the Authorized Version of the Bible and the establishment of
English settlements in Virginia, Massachusetts, Gujarat and
the Caribbean. Although he failed to unite England and
Scotland, he insisted that ambassadors acknowledge him as
King of Great Britain and that vessels from both countries
display a version of the current Union Flag. He was often
accused of being too informal and insufficiently regal - but
when his son, Charles I, decided to redress these criticisms in
his own reign he was destroyed. How much of the roots of
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this disaster were to be found in James's reign is one of the
many problems dramatized in Thomas Cogswell's brilliant
and highly entertaining new book.
No English king has so divided opinion, both during his reign
and in the centuries since, more than Richard III. He was
loathed in his own time for the never-confirmed murder of his
young nephews, the Princes in the Tower, and died fighting
his own subjects on the battlefield. This is the vision of
Richard we have inherited from Shakespeare. Equally, he
inspired great loyalty in his followers. In this enlightening,
even-handed study, Rosemary Horrox builds a complex
picture of a king who by any standard failed as a monarch.
He was killed after only two years on the throne, without an
heir, and brought such a decisive end to the House of York
that Henry Tudor was able to seize the throne, despite his
extremely tenuous claim. Whether Richard was undone by his
own fierce ambitions, or by the legacy of a Yorkist dynasty
which was already profoundly dysfunctional, the end result
was the same: Richard III destroyed the very dynasty that he
had spent his life so passionately defending.
Glitteringly detailed and engagingly written, the magisterial
Elizabeth I brings to vivid life the golden age of sixteenthcentury England and the uniquely fascinating monarch who
presided over it. A woman of intellect and presence, Elizabeth
was the object of extravagant adoration by her
contemporaries. She firmly believed in the divine providence
of her sovereignty and exercised supreme authority over the
intrigue-laden Tudor court and Elizabethan England at large.
Brilliant, mercurial, seductive, and maddening, an inspiration
to artists and adventurers and the subject of vicious
speculation over her choice not to marry, Elizabeth became
the most powerful ruler of her time. Anne Somerset has
immortalized her in this splendidly illuminating account.
BONUS MATERIAL: This ebook edition includes an excerpt
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from Anne Somerset's Queen Anne.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER Perhaps the most
influential sovereign England has ever known, Queen
Elizabeth I remained an extremely private person throughout
her reign, keeping her own counsel and sharing secrets with
no one--not even her closest, most trusted advisers. Now, in
this brilliantly researched, fascinating new book, acclaimed
biographer Alison Weir shares provocative new
interpretations and fresh insights on this enigmatic figure.
Against a lavish backdrop of pageantry and passion, intrigue
and war, Weir dispels the myths surrounding Elizabeth I and
examines the contradictions of her character. Elizabeth I
loved the Earl of Leicester, but did she conspire to murder his
wife? She called herself the Virgin Queen, but how chaste
was she through dozens of liaisons? She never married—was
her choice to remain single tied to the chilling fate of her
mother, Anne Boleyn? An enthralling epic that is also an
amazingly intimate portrait, The Life of Elizabeth I is a
mesmerizing, stunning reading experience.
This long-awaited and masterfully edited volume contains
nearly all of the writings of Queen Elizabeth I: the clumsy
letters of childhood, the early speeches of a fledgling queen,
and the prayers and poetry of the monarch's later years. The
first collection of its kind, Elizabeth I reveals brilliance on two
counts: that of the Queen, a dazzling writer and a leading
intellect of the English Renaissance, and that of the editors,
whose copious annotations make the book not only essential
to scholars but accessible to general readers as well. "This
collection shines a light onto the character and experience of
one of the most interesting of monarchs. . . . We are likely
never to get a closer or clearer look at her. An intriguing and
intense portrait of a woman who figures so importantly in the
birth of our modern world."—Publishers Weekly "An admirable
scholarly edition of the queen's literary output. . . . This
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anthology will excite scholars of Elizabethan history, but there
is something here for all of us who revel in the English
language."—John Cooper, Washington Times "Substantial,
scholarly, but accessible. . . . An invaluable work of
reference."—Patrick Collinson, London Review of Books "In a
single extraordinary volume . . . Marcus and her coeditors
have collected the Virgin Queen's letters, speeches, poems
and prayers. . . . An impressive, heavily footnoted
volume."—Library Journal "This excellent anthology of
[Elizabeth's] speeches, poems, prayers and letters
demonstrates her virtuosity and afford the reader a
penetrating insight into her 'wiles and understandings.'"—Anne
Somerset, New Statesman "Here then is the only trustworthy
collection of the various genres of Elizabeth's writings. . . . A
fine edition which will be indispensable to all those interested
in Elizabeth I and her reign."—Susan Doran, History "In the
torrent of words about her, the queen's own words have been
hard to find. . . . [This] volume is a major scholarly
achievement that makes Elizabeth's mind much more
accessible than before. . . . A veritable feast of material in
different genres."—David Norbrook, The New Republic
Edward VI, the only son of Henry VIII, became king at the age
of nine and died wholly unexpectedly at the age of fifteen. All
around him loomed powerful men who hoped to use the child
to further their own ends, but who were also playing a long
game - assuming that Edward would long outlive them and
become as commanding a figure as his father had been.
Stephen Alford's wonderful book gives full play to the murky,
sinister nature of Edward's reign, but is also a poignant
account of a boy learning to rule, learning to enjoy his
growing power and to come out of the shadows of the great
aristocrats around him. England's last child monarch, Edward
would have led his country in a quite different direction to the
catastrophic one caused by his death.
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“Helen Castor has an exhilarating narrative gift. . . .
Readers will love this book, finding it wholly absorbing
and rewarding.” —Hilary Mantel, Booker Prize-winning
author of Wolf Hall In the tradition of Antonia Fraser,
David Starkey, and Alison Weir, prize-winning historian
Helen Castor delivers a compelling, eye-opening
examination of women and power in England, witnessed
through the lives of six women who exercised power
against all odds—and one who never got the chance.
Exploring the narratives of the Empress Matilda, Eleanor
of Aquitaine, Isabella of France, Margaret of Anjou, and
other “she-wolves,” as well as that of the Nine Days'
Queen, Lady Jane Grey, Castor invokes a magisterial
discussion of how much—and how little—has changed
through the centuries.
Part of the Penguin Monarchs series: short, fresh, expert
accounts of England's rulers in a collectible format
Queen Victoria inherited the throne at 18 and went on to
become the longest-reigning female monarch in history,
in a time of intense industrial, cultural, political, scientific
and military change within the United Kingdom and great
imperial expansion outside of it (she was made Empress
of India in 1876). Overturning the established picture of
the dour old lady, this is a fresh and engaging portrait
from one of our most talented royal biographers. Jane
Ridley is Professor of Modern History at Buckingham
University, where she teaches a course on biography.
Her previous books include The Young Disraeli; a study
of Edwin Lutyens, The Architect and his Wife, which won
the 2003 Duff Cooper Prize; and the best-selling Bertie:
A Life of Edward VII. A Fellow of the Royal Society for
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Literature, Ridley writes for the Spectator and other
newspapers, and has appeared on radio and several
television documentaries. She lives in London and
Scotland.
Although he styled himself 'His Highness', adopted the
court ritual of his royal predecessors, and lived in the
former royal palaces of Whitehall and Hampton Court,
Oliver Cromwell was not a king - in spite of the best
efforts of his supporters to crown him. Yet, as David
Horspool shows in this illuminating new portrait of
England's Lord Protector, Cromwell, the Puritan son of
Cambridgeshire gentry, wielded such influence that it
would be a pretence to say that power really lay with the
collective. The years of Cromwell's rise to power, shaped
by a decade-long civil war, saw a sustained attempt at
the collective government of England; the first attempts
at a real Union of Britain; the beginnings of empire; a
radically new solution to the idea of a national religion;
atrocities in Ireland; and the readmission to England of
the Jews, a people officially banned for over three and a
half centuries. At the end of it, Oliver Cromwell had
emerged as the country's sole ruler: to his enemies, and
probably to most of his countrymen, his legacy looked as
likely to last as that of the Stuart dynasty he had
replaced.
Ladybird Histories: Kings and Queens is the ideal first
reference book for primary school children. It is packed
with information about England's monarchs, in
chronological order, including King Henry VIII, Queen
Elizabeth I, and Queen Victoria. Full of fascinating facts,
this handy book will help schoolchildren with their history
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studies.
'James was a king tragically trapped by principle. Yet
was it wise to attempt to change the national religion?'
The short reign of James II is generally seen as one of
the most catastrophic in British history, ending in his
exile after he unsuccessfully tried to convert England to
Catholicism, a crisis that would haunt the monarchy for
generations. Ultimately, David Womersley's biography
shows, James was a man whose blindness to subtlety
and political reality brought about his ruinous downfall.
She ascended the thrones of England, Scotland and
Ireland in 1702, at age thirty-seven, Britain’s last Stuart
monarch, and five years later united two of her realms,
England and Scotland, as a sovereign state, creating the
Kingdom of Great Britain. She had a history of personal
misfortune, overcoming ill health (she suffered from
crippling arthritis; by the time she became Queen she
was a virtual invalid) and living through seventeen
miscarriages, stillbirths, and premature births in
seventeen years. By the end of her comparatively short
twelve-year reign, Britain had emerged as a great power;
the succession of outstanding victories won by her
general, John Churchill, the Duke of Marlborough, had
humbled France and laid the foundations for Britain’s
future naval and colonial supremacy. While the Queen’s
military was performing dazzling exploits on the
continent, her own attention—indeed her realm—rested on
a more intimate conflict: the female friendship on which
her happiness had for decades depended and which
became for her a source of utter torment. At the core of
Anne Somerset’s riveting new biography, published to
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great acclaim in England (“Definitive”—London Evening
Standard; “Wonderfully pacy and absorbing”—Daily
Mail), is a portrait of this deeply emotional, complex bond
between two very different women: Queen
Anne—reserved, stolid, shrewd; and Sarah Churchill,
Duchess of Marlborough, wife of the Queen’s great
general—beautiful, willful, outspoken, whose acerbic wit
was equally matched by her fearsome temper. Against a
fraught background—the revolution that deposed Anne’s
father, James II, and brought her to power . . . religious
differences (she was born Protestant—her parents’
conversion to Catholicism had grave implications—and
she grew up so suspicious of the Roman church that she
considered its doctrines “wicked and dangerous”) . . .
violently partisan politics (Whigs versus Tories) . . . a war
with France that lasted for almost her entire reign . . . the
constant threat of foreign invasion and civil war—the
much-admired historian, author of Elizabeth I
(“Exhilarating”—The Spectator; “Ample, stylish,
eloquent”—The Washington Post Book World), tells the
extraordinary story of how Sarah goaded and provoked
the Queen beyond endurance, and, after the withdrawal
of Anne’s favor, how her replacement, Sarah’s cousin,
the feline Abigail Masham, became the ubiquitous royal
confidante and, so Sarah whispered to growing scandal,
the object of the Queen's sexual infatuation. To write this
remarkably rich and passionate biography, Somerset,
winner of the Elizabeth Longford Prize for Historical
Biography, has made use of royal archives,
parliamentary records, personal correspondence and
previously unpublished material. Queen Anne is history
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on a large scale—a revelation of a centuries-overlooked
monarch.
The fascinating story of Queen Elizabeth’s secret
outreach to the Muslim world, which set England on the
path to empire, by The New York Times bestselling
author of A History of the World in Twelve Maps We
think of England as a great power whose empire once
stretched from India to the Americas, but when Elizabeth
Tudor was crowned Queen, it was just a tiny and
rebellious Protestant island on the fringes of Europe,
confronting the combined power of the papacy and of
Catholic Spain. Broke and under siege, the young queen
sought to build new alliances with the great powers of
the Muslim world. She sent an emissary to the Shah of
Iran, wooed the king of Morocco, and entered into an
unprecedented alliance with the Ottoman Sultan Murad
III, with whom she shared a lively correspondence. The
Sultan and the Queen tells the riveting and largely
unknown story of the traders and adventurers who first
went East to seek their fortunes—and reveals how
Elizabeth’s fruitful alignment with the Islamic world,
financed by England’s first joint stock companies, paved
the way for its transformation into a global commercial
empire.
From the bloody Wars of the Roses to Queen Elizabeth
I’s iconic rule, the Tudor Dynasty was a period of sex,
scandal, and intrigue. Monarchs such as Henry VIII and
Queen Elizabeth I have become a part of modern pop
culture, resulting in endless parodies, satires, rumors,
and urban legends that grace our television screens. But
like all urban legends and parodies, facts surrounding
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the lives of these rulers are greatly exaggerated. In this
entertaining guide, Barb Alexander serves to debunk
those rumors and educate you about the dynasty.
History doesn’t have to be dry, boring, and difficult to
read. As an educator, Barb knows exactly how to engage
an audience. This pocket-sized guide is not only
informative, but also filled with cheek, snark, and wit.
With 50 beautiful illustrations that depict Tudor monarchs
and key players during their rule, this book is guaranteed
to garner a chuckle or two. So sit back, relax, and enjoy
the lesson. Before long, you’ll be sharing Tudor history
facts that will be sure to impress your less informed
peers. Skyhorse Publishing, as well as our Arcade
imprint, are proud to publish a broad range of books for
readers interested in history--books about World War II,
the Third Reich, Hitler and his henchmen, the JFK
assassination, conspiracies, the American Civil War, the
American Revolution, gladiators, Vikings, ancient Rome,
medieval times, the old West, and much more. While not
every title we publish becomes a New York Times
bestseller or a national bestseller, we are committed to
books on subjects that are sometimes overlooked and to
authors whose work might not otherwise find a home.
In a Europe aflame with wars of religion and dynastic
conflicts, Elizabeth I came to the throne of a realm encircled
by menace. To the great Catholic powers of France and
Spain, England was a heretic pariah state, a canker to be cut
away for the health of the greater body of Christendom.
Elizabeth's government, defending God's true Church of
England and its leader, the queen, could stop at nothing to
defend itself. Headed by the brilliant, enigmatic, and widely
feared Sir Francis Walsingham, the Elizabethan state
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deployed every dark art: spies, double agents, cryptography,
and torture. Delving deeply into sixteenth-century archives,
Stephen Alford offers a groundbreaking, chillingly vivid
depiction of Elizabethan espionage, literally recovering it from
the shadows. In his company we follow Her Majesty's agents
through the streets of London and Rome, and into the dank
cells of the Tower. We see the world as they saw it-ever
unsure who could be trusted or when the fatal knock on their
own door might come. The Watchers is a riveting exploration
of loyalty, faith, betrayal, and deception with the highest
possible stakes, in a world poised between the Middle Ages
and modernity.
In this remarkable reconstruction of an eighteenth-century
woman's extraordinary and turbulent life, historian Linda
Colley not only tells the story of Elizabeth Marsh, one of the
most distinctive travelers of her time, but also opens a
window onto a radically transforming world.Marsh was
conceived in Jamaica, lived in London, Gibraltar, and
Menorca, visited the Cape of Africa and Rio de Janeiro,
explored eastern and southern India, and was held captive at
the court of the sultan of Morocco. She was involved in land
speculation in Florida and in international smuggling, and was
caught up in three different slave systems. She was also a
part of far larger histories. Marsh's lifetime saw new
connections being forged across nations, continents, and
oceans by war, empire, trade, navies, slavery, and print, and
these developments shaped and distorted her own progress
and the lives of those close to her. Colley brilliantly weaves
together the personal and the epic in this compelling story of
a woman in world history.
Meyer's fresh storytelling ability breathes new life into the
history of the Tudor family and Tudor England's precarious
place in world politics, the critical role religion played in
government, and the blossoming of English theater and
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literature.
'The experience of insecurity, it turned out, would shape one
of the most remarkable monarchs in England's history' In the
popular imagination, as in her portraits, Elizabeth I is the
image of monarchical power. But this image is as much
armour as a reflection of the truth. In this illuminating account
of England's iconic queen, Helen Castor reveals her reign as
shaped by a profound and enduring insecurity that was a
matter of both practical politics and personal psychology.
In the popular imagination, as in her portraits, Elizabeth I is
the image of monarchical power. The Virgin Queen ruled over
a Golden Age- the Spanish Armada was defeated and
England's enemies scattered; English explorers reached
almost to the ends of the earth; a new Church of England
rose from the ashes of past conflict, and the English
Renaissance bloomed in the genius of Shakespeare,
Spenser and Sidney. But the image is also armour. In this
illuminating new account of Elizabeth's reign, Helen Castor
shows how England's iconic queen was shaped by profound
and enduring insecurity-an insecurity which was both a matter
of practical political reality and personal psychology. From her
precarious upbringing at the whim of a brutal, capricious
father and her perilous accession after his death, to the
religious division that marred her state and the failure to
marry that threatened her line, Elizabeth lived under constant
threat. But, facing down her enemies with a compellingly
inscrutable public persona, the last and greatest of the Tudor
monarchs would become a timeless, fearless queen.
Edward VI, the only son of Henry VIII, became king at the age
of nine and died wholly unexpectedly at the age of fifteen.
This book gives full play to the murky, sinister nature of
Edward's reign, and also an account of a boy learning to rule,
learning to enjoy his growing power and to come out of the
shadows of the great aristocrats around him.
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In September 2015 Queen Elizabeth II becomes Britain's
longest-reigning monarch. During her long lifetime Britain and
the world have changed beyond recognition, yet throughout
she has stood steadfast as a lasting emblem of stability,
continuity and public service. Historian and senior politician
Douglas Hurd has seen the Queen at close quarters, as
Home Secretary and then on overseas expeditions as
Foreign Secretary. Here he considers the life and role of
Britain's most greatly admired monarch, who, inheriting a
deep sense of duty from her father George VI, has weathered
national and family crises, seen the end of an Empire and
heard voices raised in favour of the break-up of the United
Kingdom. Hurd creates an arresting portrait of a woman
deeply conservative by nature yet possessing a ready
acceptance of modern life and the awareness that, for things
to stay the same, they must change. With a foreword by
Prince William, Duke of Cambridge.
'A big historical advance. Ours, it turns out, is a very uninsular "Island Story". And its 17th-century chapter will never
look quite the same again' John Adamson, Sunday Times A
ground-breaking portrait of the most turbulent century in
English history Among foreign observers, seventeenthcentury England was known as 'Devil-Land': a diabolical
country of fallen angels, torn apart by seditious rebellion,
religious extremism and royal collapse. Clare Jackson's
dazzling, original account of English history's most turbulent
and radical era tells the story of a nation in a state of near
continual crisis. As an unmarried heretic with no heir,
Elizabeth I was regarded with horror by Catholic Europe,
while her Stuart successors, James I and Charles I, were
seen as impecunious and incompetent, unable to manage
their three kingdoms of England, Scotland and Ireland. The
traumatic civil wars, regicide and a republican Commonwealth
were followed by the floundering, foreign-leaning rule of
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Charles II and his brother, James II, before William of Orange
invaded England with a Dutch army and a new order was
imposed. Devil-Land reveals England as, in many ways, a
'failed state': endemically unstable and rocked by devastating
events from the Gunpowder Plot to the Great Fire of London.
Catastrophe nevertheless bred creativity, and Jackson makes
brilliant use of eyewitness accounts - many penned by
stupefied foreigners - to dramatize her great story. Starting on
the eve of the Spanish Armada's descent in 1588 and
concluding with a not-so 'Glorious Revolution' a hundred
years later, Devil-Land is a spectacular reinterpretation of
England's vexed and enthralling past.
William II (1087-1100), or William Rufus, will always be most
famous for his death: killed by an arrow while out hunting,
perhaps through accident or perhaps murder. But, as John
Gillingham makes clear in this elegant book, as the son and
successor to William the Conqueror it was William Rufus who
had to establish permanent Norman rule. A ruthless, irascible
man, he frequently argued acrimoniously with his older
brother Robert over their father's inheritance - but he also
handed out effective justice, leaving as his legacy one of the
most extraordinary of all medieval buildings, Westminster
Hall.
The youngest of William the Conqueror's sons, Henry I
(1100-35) was never meant to be king, but he was destined
to become one of the greatest of all medieval monarchs, both
through his own ruthlessness and intelligence and through
the dynastic legacy of his daughter Matilda, who began the
Plantagenet line that would rule England until 1485. A selfconsciously diligent and thoughtful king, his rule was looked
back on as the real post-invasion re-founding of England as a
new realm, integrated into the continent, wealthy and stable.
Edmund King's wonderful portrait of Henry shows him as a
strikingly charismatic and thoughtful man. His life was dogged
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by a single great disaster, the death of his teenage heir
William in the White Ship disaster. Despite astonishing
numbers of illegitimate sons, Henry was now left with only a
daughter. This fact would shape the rest of the 12th century
and beyond.
Henry VI, son of the all-conquering Henry V, was one of the
least able and least successful of English kings. His long
reign, which started when he was only nine months old,
ended in catastrophe, with the loss of England's territories in
France and a bankrupt England's long decline into civil war:
the wars of the Roses. Yet, failure though Henry undoubtedly
was, he remains an enigma. Was he always, as he became in
the last disastrous years of his rule, a holy fool, simpleminded to the point of insanity and prey to the ambitions of
others? Or was he more active and, as some have
suggested, actively malign? In this groundbreaking new
portrait, James Ross shows a king whose priorities diverged
sharply from what England expected of its monarchs, and
whose fitful engagement with government was directly,
though not solely, responsible for the disasters that engulfed
the kingdom during his reign.
Charismatic, insatiable and cruel, Henry VIII was, as John
Guy shows, a king who became mesmerized by his own
legend - and in the process destroyed and remade England.
Said to be a 'pillager of the commonwealth', this most
instantly recognizable of kings remains a figure of extreme
contradictions: magnificent and vengeful; a devout
traditionalist who oversaw a cataclysmic rupture with the
church in Rome; a talented, towering figure who nevertheless
could not bear to meet people's eyes when he talked to them.
In this revealing new account, John Guy looks behind the
mask into Henry's mind to explore how he understood the
world and his place in it - from his isolated upbringing and the
blazing glory of his accession, to his desperate quest for fame
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and an heir and the terrifying paranoia of his last, agonising,
54-inch-waisted years.
The acclaimed Penguin Monarchs series: short, fresh, expert
accounts of England's rulers - now in paperback The elder
daughter of Henry VIII, Mary I (1553-58) became England's
ruler on the unexpected death of her brother Edward VI. Her
short reign is one of the great potential turning points in the
country's history. As a convinced Catholic and the wife of
Philip II, king of Spain and the most powerful of all European
monarchs, Mary could have completely changed her
country's orbit, making it a province of the Habsburg Empire
and obedient again to Rome. These extraordinary possibilities
are fully dramatized in John Edward's superb short biography.
The real Mary I has almost disappeared under the great mass
of Protestant propaganda that buried her reputation during
her younger sister, Elizabeth I's reign. But what if she had
succeeded?
Charles II is restored to the English throne, and his court is
lively and even scandalous. The country is eager for
succession to be clear and certain: The next king will be the
son of Charles II and his queen, Catherine of Braganza. Yet
Catherine, daughter of the king of Portugal and a Catholic,
has never been popular with the English people. She is also
having great difficulty conceiving an heir, even as many of
Charles’s well-known mistresses are bearing his children
with ease. Catherine is aware that courtiers close to Charles
are asking him to divorce her and take another wife—yet she
is determined to hold her title in the face of all odds. The ninth
novel in the beloved Queens of England series, The Merry
Monarch’s Wife brings Catherine of Braganza to life and
plunges readers into the tumultuous world of Restoration
England.
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