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This original and provocative study tells the story of
American literary history from the perspective of its
environmental context. Weaving together close readings
of early American texts with ecological histories of
tobacco, potatoes, apples and honey bees, Michael Ziser
presents a method for literary criticism that explodes the
conceptual distinction between the civilized and natural
world. Beginning with the English exploration of Virginia
in the sixteenth century, Ziser argues that the settlement
of the 'New World' - and the cultivation and exploitation
of its bounty - dramatically altered how writers used
language to describe the phenomena they encountered
on the frontier. Examining the work of Harriot, Grainger,
Cooper, Thoreau and others, Ziser reveals how these
authors, whether consciously or not, transcribed the
vibrant ecology of North America, and the ways that the
environment helped codify a uniquely American literary
aesthetic of lasting importance.
In the long nineteenth century, the specter of lost
manuscripts loomed in the imagination of antiquarians,
historians, and writers. Whether by war, fire, neglect, or
the ravages of time itself, the colonial history of the
United States was perceived as a vanishing record, its
archive a hoard of materially unsound, temporally
fragmented, politically fraught, and endangered
documents. Colonial Revivals traces the labors of a
nineteenth-century cultural network of antiquarians,
bibliophiles, amateur historians, and writers as they dug
through the nation's attics and private libraries to
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assemble early American archives. The collection of
colonial materials they thought themselves to be
rescuing from oblivion were often reprinted to stave off
future loss and shore up a sense of national
permanence. Yet this archive proved as disorderly and
incongruous as the collection of young states
themselves. Instead of revealing a shared origin story,
historical reprints testified to the inveterate regional,
racial, doctrinal, and political fault lines in the American
historical landscape. Even as old books embodied a
receding past, historical reprints reflected the antebellum
period's most pressing ideological crises, from religious
schisms to sectionalism to territorial expansion.
Organized around four colonial regional cultures that
loomed large in nineteenth-century literary
history—Puritan New England, Cavalier Virginia, Quaker
Pennsylvania, and the Spanish Caribbean—Colonial
Revivals examines the reprinted works that enshrined
these historical narratives in American archives and
minds for decades to come. Revived through reprinting,
the obscure texts of colonial history became new again,
deployed as harbingers, models, reminders, and
warnings to a nineteenth-century readership increasingly
fixated on the uncertain future of the nation and its
material past.
Between 1780 and 1800, authors of imaginative
literature in the new United States wanted to assert that
their works, which bore obvious connections to
anglophone literature on the far side of the Atlantic,
nevertheless constituted a properly "American" tradition.
No one had yet figured out, however, what it would mean
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to write like an American, what literature with an
American origin would look like, nor what literary
characteristics the elusive quality of Americanness could
generate. Literature, American Style returns to this
historical moment—decades before the romantic
nationalism of Cooper, the transcendentalism of
Emerson and Thoreau, or the iconoclastic poetics of
Whitman—when a fantasy about the unique
characteristics of U.S. literature first took shape, and
when that notion was linked to literary style. While late
eighteenth-century U.S. literature advertised itself as the
cultural manifestation of a radically innovative nation,
Ezra Tawil argues, it was not primarily marked by
invention or disruption. In fact, its authors selfconsciously imitated European literary traditions while
adapting them to a new cultural environment. These
writers gravitated to the realm of style, then, because it
provided a way of sidestepping the uncomfortable reality
of cultural indebtedness; it was their use of style that
provided a way of departing from European literary
precedents. Tawil analyzes Noah Webster's plan to
reform the American tongue; J. Hector St. John de
Crèvecoeur's fashioning of an extravagantly naïve
American style from well-worn topoi; Charles Brockden
Brown's adaptations of the British gothic; and the
marriage of seduction plots to American "plain style" in
works such as Susanna Rowson's Charlotte Temple and
Hannah Webster Foster's The Coquette. Each of these
works claims to embody something "American" in style
yet, according to Tawil, remains legible only in the
context of stylistic, generic, and conceptual forms that
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animated English cultural life through the century.
Anne Bradstreet, Cotton Mather, Benjamin Franklin and
six other American authors are discussed in this
anthology of essays about the quality and concerns of
seventeenth and eighteenth-century literature. Bibliogs
The most-trusted anthology for complete works,
balanced selections, and helpful editorial apparatus, The
Norton Anthology of American Literature features a coverto-cover revision. The Ninth Edition introduces new
General Editor Robert Levine and three new-generation
editors who have reenergized the volume across the
centuries. Fresh scholarship, new authors—with an
emphasis on contemporary writers—new topical clusters,
and a new ebook make the Norton Anthology an even
better teaching tool and an unmatched value for
students.
In this path-breaking study of the intersections between
visual and literary culture, Christopher J. Lukasik
explores how early Americans grappled with the
relationship between appearance and social distinction in
the decades between the American Revolution and the
Civil War. Through a wide range of evidence, including
canonical and obscure novels, newspapers, periodicals,
scientific and medical treatises, and plays as well as
conduct manuals, portraits, silhouettes, and engravings,
Discerning Characters charts the transition from the
eighteenth century's emphasis on performance and
manners to the search for a more reliable form of
corporeal legibility in the wake of the Revolution. The
emergence of physiognomy, which sought to understand
a person's character based on apparently unchanging
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facial features, facilitated a larger shift in perception
about the meanings of physical appearance and its
relationship to social distinction. The ensuing struggle
between the face as a pliable medium of cultural
performance and as rigid evidence of social standing,
Lukasik argues, was at the center of the postRevolutionary novel, which imagined physiognomic
distinction as providing stability during a time of cultural
division and political turmoil. As Lukasik shows, this
tension between a model of character grounded in the
fluid performances of the self and one grounded in the
permanent features of the face would continue to shape
not only the representation of social distinction within the
novel but, more broadly, the practices of literary
production and reception in nineteenth-century America
across a wide range of media. The result is a new
interdisciplinary interpretation of the rise of the novel in
America that reconsiders the political and social aims of
the genre during the fifty years following the Revolution.
In so doing, Discerning Characters powerfully rethinks
how we have read—and continue to read—both novels
and each other.
The Routledge Companion to Native American Literature
engages the multiple scenes of tension — historical,
political, cultural, and aesthetic — that constitutes a
problematic legacy in terms of community identity,
ethnicity, gender and sexuality, language, and
sovereignty in the study of Native American literature.
This important and timely addition to the field provides
context for issues that enter into Native American literary
texts through allusions, references, and language use.
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The volume presents over forty essays by leading and
emerging international scholars and analyses: regional,
cultural, racial and sexual identities in Native American
literature key historical moments from the earliest period
of colonial contact to the present worldviews in relation to
issues such as health, spirituality, animals, and physical
environments traditions of cultural creation that are key
to understanding the styles, allusions, and language of
Native American Literature the impact of differing literary
forms of Native American literature. This collection
provides a map of the critical issues central to the
discipline, as well as uncovering new perspectives and
new directions for the development of the field. It
supports academic study and also assists general
readers who require a comprehensive yet manageable
introduction to the contexts essential to approaching
Native American Literature. It is essential reading for
anyone interested in the past, present and future of this
literary culture. Contributors: Joseph Bauerkemper,
Susan Bernardin, Susan Berry Brill de Ramírez, Kirby
Brown, David J. Carlson, Cari M. Carpenter, Eric
Cheyfitz, Tova Cooper, Alicia Cox, Birgit Däwes, Janet
Fiskio, Earl E. Fitz, John Gamber, Kathryn N. Gray,
Sarah Henzi, Susannah Hopson, Hsinya Huang, Brian K.
Hudson, Bruce E. Johansen, Judit Ágnes Kádár, Amelia
V. Katanski, Susan Kollin, Chris LaLonde, A. Robert Lee,
Iping Liang, Drew Lopenzina, Brandy N?lani McDougall,
Deborah Madsen, Diveena Seshetta Marcus, Sabine N.
Meyer, Carol Miller, David L. Moore, Birgit Brander
Rasmussen, Mark Rifkin, Kenneth M. Roemer, Oliver
Scheiding, Lee Schweninger, Stephanie A. Sellers,
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Kathryn W. Shanley, Leah Sneider, David Stirrup,
Theodore C. Van Alst, Jr., Tammy Wahpeconiah
The Oxford Handbook of Early American Literature is a
major new reference work that provides the best singlevolume source of original scholarship on early American
literature. Comprised of twenty-seven chapters written by
experts in their fields, this work presents an authoritative,
in-depth, and up-to-date assessment of a crucial area
within literary studies. Organized primarily in terms of
genre, the chapters include original research on key
concepts, as well as analysis of interesting texts from
throughout colonial America. Separate chapters are
devoted to literary genres of great importance at the time
of their composition that have been neglected in recent
decades, such as histories, promotion literature, and
scientific writing. New interpretations are offered on the
works of Benjamin Franklin, Jonathan Edwards and Dr.
Alexander Hamilton while lesser known figures are also
brought to light. Newly vital areas like print culture and
natural history are given full treatment. As with other
Oxford Handbooks, the contributors cover the field in a
comprehensive yet accessible way that is suitable for
those wishing to gain a good working knowledge of an
area of study and where it's headed.
More than ten years in the making, this comprehensive singlevolume literary survey is for the student, scholar, and general
reader. The Continuum Encyclopedia of American Literature
represents a collaborative effort, involving 300 contributors
from across the US and Canada. Composed of more than
1,100 signed biographical-critical entries, this Encyclopedia
serves as both guide and companion to the study and
appreciation of American literature. A special feature is the
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topical article, of which there are 70.
In Philadelphia Stories, Samuel Otter finds literary value,
historical significance, and political urgency in a sequence of
texts written in and about Philadelphia between the
Constitution and the Civil War. Historians such as Gary B.
Nash and Julie Winch have chronicled the distinctive social
and political space of early national Philadelphia. Yet while
individual writers such as Charles Brockden Brown, Edgar
Allan Poe, and George Lippard have been linked to
Philadelphia, no sustained attempt has been made to
understand these figures, and many others, as writing in a
tradition tied to the city's history. The site of William Penn's
"Holy Experiment" in religious toleration and representative
government and of national Declaration and Constitution,
near the border between slavery and freedom, Philadelphia
was home to one of the largest and most influential "free"
African American communities in the United States. The city
was seen by residents and observers as the laboratory for a
social experiment with international consequences.
Philadelphia would be the stage on which racial character
would be tested and a possible future for the United States
after slavery would be played out. It would be the arena in
which various residents would or would not demonstrate their
capacities to participate in the nation's civic and political life.
Otter argues that the Philadelphia "experiment" (the term
used in the nineteenth-century) produced a largely
unacknowledged literary tradition of peculiar forms and
intensities, in which verbal performance and social behavior
assumed the weight of race and nation.
This book reconsiders the role of seventeenth-century
Puritanism in the creation of the United States and its
consequent cultural and literary histories.
In 1872, Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote, "Science does not
know its debt to imagination," words that still ring true in the
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worlds of health and health care today. The checklists and
clinical algorithms of modern medicine leave little space for
imagination, and yet we depend on creativity and ingenuity
for the advancement of medicine—to diagnose unusual
conditions, to innovate treatment, and to make
groundbreaking discoveries. We know a great deal about the
empirical aspects of medicine, but we know far less about
what the medical imagination is, what it does, how it works, or
how we might train it. In The Medical Imagination, Sari
Altschuler argues that this was not always so. During the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, doctors understood the
imagination to be directly connected to health, intimately
involved in healing, and central to medical discovery. In fact,
for physicians and other health writers in the early United
States, literature provided important forms for crafting, testing,
and implementing theories of health. Reading and writing
poetry trained judgment, cultivated inventiveness, sharpened
observation, and supplied evidence for medical research,
while novels and short stories offered new perspectives and
sites for experimenting with original medical theories. Such
imaginative experimentation became most visible at moments
of crisis or novelty in American medicine, such as the 1790s
yellow fever epidemics, the global cholera pandemics, and
the discovery of anesthesia, when conventional wisdom and
standard practice failed to produce satisfying answers to
pressing questions. Throughout the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries, health research and practice relied on a
broader complex of knowing, in which imagination often
worked with and alongside observation, experience, and
empirical research. In reframing the historical relationship
between literature and health, The Medical Imagination
provides a usable past for contemporary conversations about
the role of the imagination—and the humanities more
broadly—in health research and practice today.
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"This report will be useful to anyone interested in the current
state of online American literature resources. Its purpose is
twofold: to offer a sampling of the types of digital resources
currently available or under development in support of
American literature; and to identify the prevailing concerns of
specialists in the field as expressed during interviews
conducted between July 2004 and May 2005. Part two of the
report consolidates the results of these interviews with an
exploration of resources currently available. Part three
examines six categories of digital work in progress: (1) qualitycontrolled subject gateways, (2) author studies, (3) public
domain e-book collections and alternative publishing models,
(4) proprietary reference resources and full-text primary
source collections, (5) collections by design, and (6) teaching
applications. This survey is informed by a selective review of
the recent literature."--CLIR Web site.
Provides users with a thorough and complete listing of booklength works on North America and the Caribbean prior to
1815.
Since its publication in 1990, Critical Terms for Literary Study
has become a landmark introduction to the work of literary
theory—giving tens of thousands of students an unparalleled
encounter with what it means to do theory and criticism.
Significantly expanded, this new edition features six new
chapters that confront, in different ways, the growing
understanding of literary works as cultural practices. These
six new chapters are "Popular Culture," "Diversity,"
"Imperialism/Nationalism," "Desire," "Ethics," and "Class," by
John Fiske, Louis Menand, Seamus Deane, Judith Butler,
Geoffrey Galt Harpham, and Daniel T. O'Hara, respectively.
Each new essay adopts the approach that has won this book
such widespread acclaim: each provides a concise history of
a literary term, critically explores the issues and questions the
term raises, and then puts theory into practice by showing the
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reading strategies the term permits. Exploring the concepts
that shape the way we read, the essays combine to provide
an extraordinary introduction to the work of literature and
literary study, as the nation's most distinguished scholars put
the tools of critical practice vividly to use.
Liberty's Prisoners examines how changing attitudes about
work, freedom, property, and family shaped the creation of
the penitentiary system in the United States. The first
penitentiary was founded in Philadelphia in 1790, a period of
great optimism and turmoil in the Revolution's wake. Those
who were previously dependents with no legal
standing—women, enslaved people, and indentured
servants—increasingly claimed their own right to life, liberty,
and happiness. A diverse cast of women and men, including
immigrants, African Americans, and the Irish and AngloAmerican poor, struggled to make a living. Vagrancy laws
were used to crack down on those who visibly challenged
longstanding social hierarchies while criminal convictions
carried severe sentences for even the most trivial property
crimes. The penitentiary was designed to reestablish order,
both behind its walls and in society at large, but the promise
of reformative incarceration failed from its earliest years.
Within this system, women served a vital function, and
Liberty's Prisoners is the first book to bring to life the
experience of African American, immigrant, and poor white
women imprisoned in early America. Always a minority of
prisoners, women provided domestic labor within the
institution and served as model inmates, more likely to submit
to the authority of guards, inspectors, and reformers. White
men, the primary targets of reformative incarceration,
challenged authorities at every turn while African American
men were increasingly segregated and denied access to
reform. Liberty's Prisoners chronicles how the penitentiary,
though initially designed as an alternative to corporal
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punishment for the most egregious of offenders, quickly
became a repository for those who attempted to lay claim to
the new nation's promise of liberty.

Countering assumptions about early American print
culture and challenging our scholarly fixation on the
novel, Jared Gardner reimagines the early American
magazine as a rich literary culture that operated as a
model for nation-building by celebrating editorship
over authorship and serving as a virtual salon in
which citizens were invited to share their different
perspectives. The Rise and Fall of Early American
Magazine Culture reexamines early magazines and
their reach to show how magazine culture was
multivocal and presented a porous distinction
between author and reader, as opposed to novel
culture, which imposed a one-sided authorial voice
and restricted the agency of the reader.
This edited book considers the need for the
continued dismantling of conceptual and cultural
hegemonies of ‘East’ and ‘West’ in the humanities
and social sciences. Cutting across a wide range of
literature, film and art from different contexts and
ages, this collection seeks out the interpenetrating
dynamic between both terms. Highlighting the
inherent instability of East and West as oppositional
categories, it focuses on the ‘crossings’ between
East and West and this nexus as a highly-charged
arena of encounter and collision. Drawing from
varied literary contexts ranging from Victorian
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literature to Chinese literature and modern European
literature, the book covers a diverse range of subject
matter, including material drawn from psychoanalytic
and postcolonial theory and studies related to race,
religion, diaspora, and gender, and investigates
topical social and political issues —including
terrorism, nationalism, citizenship, the refugee crisis,
xenophobia and otherness. Offering a framework to
consider the salient questions of cultural, ideological
and geographical change in our societies, this book
is a key read for those working within world literary
studies.
If 1776 heralds America's Birth of the Nation, so, too,
it witnesses the rise of a matching, and overlapping,
American Literature. For between the 1770s and the
1820s American writing moves on from the ancestral
Puritanism of New England and Virginia - though
not, as yet, into the American Renaissance so
strikingly called for by Ralph Waldo Emerson. Even
so, the concourse of voices which arise in this
period, that is between (and including) Benjamin
Franklin and James Fenimore Cooper, mark both a
key transitional literary generation and yet one all too
easily passed over in its own imaginative right. This
collection of fifteen specially commissioned essays
seeks to establish new bearings, a revision of one of
the key political and literary eras in American culture.
Not only are Franklin and Cooper themselves
carefully re-evaluated in the making of America's
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new literary republic, but figures like Charles
Brockden Brown, Washington Irving, Philip Frencau,
William Cullen Bryant, the other Alexander Hamilton,
and the playwrights Royall Tyler and William Dunlop.
Other essays take a more inclusive perspective,
whether American epistolary fiction, a first
generation of American women-authored fiction, the
public discourse of The Federalist Papers, the rise of
the American periodical, or the founding AfricanAmerican generation of Phillis Wheatley. What
unites all the essays is the common assumption that
the making of America was as much a matter of
creating its national literature; as the making of
American literature was a matter of shaping a
national identity.
In 1773, a young, African American woman named
Phillis Wheatley published a book of poetry that
challenged Western prejudices about African and
female intellectual capabilities. Based on fifteen
years of archival research, The Age of Phillis, by
award-winning writer Honorée Fanonne Jeffers,
imagines the life and times of Wheatley: her
childhood in the Gambia, West Africa, her life with
her white American owners, her friendship with
Obour Tanner, and her marriage to the enigmatic
John Peters. Woven throughout are poems about
Wheatley's "age"—the era that encompassed political,
philosophical, and religious upheaval, as well as the
transatlantic slave trade. For the first time in verse,
Page 14/27

Bookmark File PDF Early American Literature
Journal
Wheatley's relationship to black people and their
individual "mercies" is foregrounded, and here we
see her as not simply a racial or literary symbol, but
a human being who lived and loved while making her
indelible mark on history. mothering #1 Yaay,
Someplace in the Gambia, c. 1753 after the afterbirth is delivered the mother stops holding her breath
the mid-wife gives what came before her justwashed pain her insanity pain an undeserved pain a
God-given pain oh oh oh pain drum-talking pain
witnessing pain Allah a mother offers You this gift
prays You find it acceptable her living pain her
creature pain her pretty-little-baby pain
Early American libraries stood at the nexus of two
transatlantic branches of commerce—the book trade
and the slave trade. Slavery and the Making of Early
American Libraries bridges the study of these trades
by demonstrating how Americans' profits from
slavery were reinvested in imported British books
and providing evidence that the colonial book market
was shaped, in part, by the demand of slave owners
for metropolitan cultural capital. Drawing on recent
scholarship that shows how participation in London
cultural life was very expensive in the eighteenth
century, as well as evidence that enslavers were
therefore some of the few early Americans who
could afford to import British cultural products, the
volume merges the fields of the history of the book,
Atlantic studies, and the study of race, arguing that
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the empire-wide circulation of British books was
underwritten by the labour of the African diaspora.
The volume is the first in early American and
eighteenth-century British studies to fuse our
growing understanding of the material culture of the
transatlantic text with our awareness of slavery as an
economic and philanthropic basis for the production
and consumption of knowledge. In studying the
American dissemination of works of British literature
and political thought, it claims that Americans were
seeking out the forms of citizenship, constitutional
traditions, and rights that were the signature of that
British identity. Even though they were purchasing
the sovereignty of Anglo-Americans at the expense
of African-Americans through these books, however,
some colonials were also making the case for the
abolition of slavery.
The essays in this collection examine the
connections between the forces of empire and
women's lives in the early Americas, in particular the
ways their narratives contributed to empire
formation. Focusing on the female body as a site of
contestation, the essays describe acts of bravery,
subversion, and survival expressed in a variety of
genres, including the saga, letter, diary, captivity
narrative, travel narrative, verse, sentimental novel,
and autobiography. The volume also speaks to a
range of female experience, across the Americas
and across time, from the Viking exploration to early
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nineteenth-century United States, challenging
scholars to reflect on the implications of early
American literature even to the present day.
The confrontation between European and native
peoples in the Americas is often portrayed as a
conflict between literate civilization and illiterate
savages. That perception ignores the many
indigenous forms of writing that were not alphabetbased, like Mayan pictoglyphs, Iroquois wampum,
Ojibwe birchbark scrolls, and Incan quipus.
Queequeg's Coffin offers a new definition of writing
that comprehends the dazzling diversity of literature
in the Americas before and after European arrivals.
From a 1645 French-Haudenosaunee Peace Council
to Herman Melville's youthful encounters with
Polynesian "hieroglyphics," this groundbreaking
study recovers previously overlooked moments of
textual reciprocity in the colonial sphere. By
recovering the literatures and textual practices that
were indigenous to the Americas, Brigit Brander
Rasmussen re-imagines the colonial conflict as one
organized by alternative but equally rich forms of
literacy. From Central Mexico to the Northeastern
shores, in the Andes and across the American
continents, indigenous people and European
newcomers engaged each other in dialogues about
ways of writing and recording knowledge. In
Queequeg's Coffin, such exchanges become the
foundation for a new kind of early American literary
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studies.
Since its inception, American Literature has been
regarded as the preeminent periodical in its field.
Written by established scholars as well as the
newest and brightest young critics, AL's thoughtprovoking essays cover a broad spectrum of periods
and genres and employ a wide range of
methodological and theoretical approaches--the best
in American literary criticism. Each issue of
American Literature contains articles covering the
works of several American authors, from colonial to
contemporary, as well as an extensive book review
section; a "Brief Mention" section offering citations of
new editions and reprints, collections, anthologies,
and other professional books; and an
"Announcements" section that keeps readers up-todate on prizes, competitions, conferences, grants,
and publishing opportunities.
Contemporary notions of friendship regularly place it
in the private sphere, associated with feminized
forms of sympathy and affection. As Ivy Schweitzer
explains, however, this perception leads to a
misunderstanding of American history. In an
exploration
Explores the scholarly literature on early American
history.
Early American literature has traditionally been
defined as writings in English by future residents of
the land that became the United States. Thanks to
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this definition, it has only a modest reputation: "early"
has come to mean "less"--less American and less
literary than American literature proper. In this book,
William C. Spengemann redefines early American
literature, calling it writings in English that reflect or
have been influenced by the discovery, exploration,
and settlement of the New World. Spengemann
argues that linguistic criteria should have
precedence over national origin in determining the
national literature to which a given work rightfully
belongs, and from this perspective he examines a
variety of works in new and provocative ways. He
analyzes Milton's Paradise Lost as an American
poem that reflects the impact of the discovery and
settlement of America on seventeenth-century
religious culture; traces the semantic development of
the English word Columbus from its first written
appearance in 1553 to its identification with the
United States after 1780; and compares in detail
Benjamin Franklin's autobiography, William Blake's
"The Marriage of Heaven and Hell," and Jane
Austen's Northanger Abbey, viewing them as
comparable--and American--writings, all concerned
with comprehending the displacement of the
remembered Old World by an altogether new one.
When Sacvan Bercovitch’s The American Jeremiad
first appeared in 1978, it was hailed as a landmark
study of dissent and cultural formation in America,
from the Puritans’ writings through the major literary
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works of the antebellum era. For this long-awaited
anniversary edition, Bercovitch has written a deeply
thoughtful and challenging new preface that reflects
on his classic study of the role of the political
sermon, or jeremiad, in America from a
contemporary perspective, while assessing
developments in the field of American studies and
the culture at large.
American Lit Remixed argues that literary texts use
music to combat the artifice and alienation of the
digital age. Works by well known authors and less
familiar ones draw from mixtapes, remixes, vinyl
records, and cassettes to reinvent identity and
community, as well as literary form.
This volume offers a complete listing and description
of books published on early America between 2001
and 2005. • The book is organized thematically to
facilitate research • Extensive author indexes and
guides to important works for the time period are
provided • The most important books in each subject
(e.g., gender, politics) are enumerated based on
frequency of citation
The Latest Early American Literature, according to
readers for the University of Delaware Press, is “a
collection of polemics and manifestoes.” In it R. C.
De Prospo bids to follow in the footsteps of the two,
rare, early Americanist dissenters whom Philip F.
Gura once distinguished as “prophets without honor
in the field”: William Spengemann and Michael
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Colacurcio. The book contends that a supposedly
retired nationalist/modernist “telos” continues to
reign in most of the latest scholarship, and even
more influentially in all of the current literary histories
and anthologies, no matter how expansive in gender,
ethnic, racial, and “hemispheric” inclusiveness they
profess to be. Old teloi, in particular that old
American exceptionalist one, can be cunning.
Updating and expanding upon essays written over
the past thirty years, De Prospo proposes not only
negatively to critique how the latest scholarly
receptions of early American literature differ
insignificantly from the earlier ones, but positively to
propose how a transnationalist concession—that as a
neocolonial culture America’s lags behind that of
Europe—might advance post-modern historiography
by radically repositioning the past as no longer the
present’s diachronic predecessor but, to quote
Lyotard’s semiotics, its synchronic “differend.”
Closer to earth, De Prospo tries at the same time to
remain mindful of the pedagogical imperative that
ultimately to save the texts of early American
literature will require making them legible to average
non-specialist, never-to-become specialist
undergraduate general education students. To
facilitate this he introduces in the concluding section
of The Latest Early American Literature what will
probably be taken as its most radical intervention:
the redefinition of Edgar Allan Poe as an early
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American writer.
A comprehensive, chronological overview of
American literature in three scholarly and
authoritative volumes A Companion to American
Literature traces the history and development of
American literature from its early origins in Native
American oral tradition to 21st century digital
literature. This comprehensive three-volume set
brings together contributions from a diverse
international team of accomplished young scholars
and established figures in the field. Contributors
explore a broad range of topics in historical, cultural,
political, geographic, and technological contexts,
engaging the work of both well-known and noncanonical writers of every period. Volume One is an
inclusive and geographically expansive examination
of early American literature, applying a range of
cultural and historical approaches and theoretical
models to a dramatically expanded canon of texts.
Volume Two covers American literature between
1820 and 1914, focusing on the development of print
culture and the literary marketplace, the emergence
of various literary movements, and the impact of
social and historical events on writers and writings of
the period. Spanning the 20th and early 21st
centuries, Volume Three studies traditional areas of
American literature as well as the literature from
previously marginalized groups and contemporary
writers often overlooked by scholars. This inclusive
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and comprehensive study of American literature:
Examines the influences of race, ethnicity, gender,
class, and disability on American literature
Discusses the role of technology in book production
and circulation, the rise of literacy, and changing
reading practices and literary forms Explores a wide
range of writings in multiple genres, including novels,
short stories, dramas, and a variety of poetic forms,
as well as autobiographies, essays, lectures, diaries,
journals, letters, sermons, histories, and graphic
narratives. Provides a thematic index that groups
chapters by contexts and illustrates their links across
different traditional chronological boundaries A
Companion to American Literature is a valuable
resource for students coming to the subject for the
first time or preparing for field examinations,
instructors in American literature courses, and
scholars with more specialized interests in specific
authors, genres, movements, or periods.
A literary history of American writing between 1492
and 1820.
John Neal and Nineteenth-Century American
Literature and Culture is a critical reassessment of
American novelist, editor, critic, and activist John
Neal, arguing for his importance to the ongoing
reassessment of the American Renaissance and the
broader cultural history of the Nineteenth Century.
Contributors (including scholars from the United
States, Germany, England, Italy, and Israel) present
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Neal as an innovative literary stylist, penetrating
cultural critic, pioneering regionalist, and vital
participant in the business of letters in America over
his sixty-year career.
This ebook is a selective guide designed to help
scholars and students of the ancient world find
reliable sources of information by directing them to
the best available scholarly materials in whatever
form or format they appear from books, chapters,
and journal articles to online archives, electronic
data sets, and blogs. Written by a leading
international authority on the subject, the ebook
provides bibliographic information supported by
direct recommendations about which sources to
consult and editorial commentary to make it clear
how the cited sources are interrelated. This ebook is
just one of many articles from Oxford Bibliographies
Online: Atlantic History, a continuously updated and
growing online resource designed to provide
authoritative guidance through the scholarship and
other materials relevant to the study of Atlantic
History, the study of the transnational
interconnections between Europe, North America,
South America, and Africa, particularly in the early
modern and colonial period. Oxford Bibliographies
Online covers most subject disciplines within the
social science and humanities, for more information
visit www.oxfordbibliographies.com.
This book contains thirteen original essays about
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Puritan culture in colonial New England. Prompted
by the growing interest in secular studies, as well as
postnational, transnational, and postcolonial critique
in the humanities, American Literature and the New
Puritan Studies seeks to represent and advance
contemporary interest in a field long recognized,
however problematically, as foundational to the
study of American literature. It invites readers of
American literature and culture to reconsider the role
of seventeenth-century Puritanism in the creation of
the United States of America and its consequent
cultural and literary histories. It also records the
significant transformation in the field of Puritan
studies that has taken place in the last quarter
century. In addition to re-reading well known texts of
seventeenth-century Puritan New England, the
volume contains essays focused on unknown or
lesser studied events and texts, as well as new
scholarship on post-Puritan archives, monuments,
and historiography.
Early American Writings brings together a wide
range of writings from the era of colonization of the
Americas through the period of confederation in
North America and the formation of the new United
States of America. The anthology includes materials
representing cultures indigenous to the Americas as
well as writings by British, Spanish, Portuguese,
Dutch, French, Swedish, German, African, and
African American peoples in America during the
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fifteenth through the eighteenth centuries. With more
than 170 writers included, the collection represents
the works known and admired in the writers' own
day, illustrates the diversity of interests and peoples
depicted in those writings, and demonstrates the
range of cross-cultural references early American
readers experienced. The breadth of the collection
provides readers with a fuller understanding of the
backdrop for what is known as "American" culture
today, in all its diversity. Early American Writings
includes several original translations and features
more poetry than any other anthology in the field.
Each section covers a different period of colonization
and is introduced by extensive commentary. All
selections have been carefully annotated to help
students place the writings in their cultural and
regional contexts. Ideal for courses in early/colonial
American literature and culture, colonial American
studies, American studies, and American history,
Early American Writings gives students an
unprecedented look into the diverse and fascinating
culture of early America.
In the 19th-century, as the American frontier
stretched inexorably towards the Pacific coast and
conceptions about Native peoples and western
spaces began to shift, the study of Native American
linguistics also shifted to become both a
professionalized research discipline and a popular
literary concern of American culture. In Ethnology
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and Empire, Robert Lawrence Gunn contextualizes
the developing political, scientific, and literary
networks that connected ideas, languages, and
Native peoples in light of westward expansionism.
Offering a literary and archival survey of the manifold
practices that constituted ethnology as an intellectual
enterprise in the first half of the 19th century, Gunn
reveals the manner in which developing research
practices became standardized and how works of
fiction, travel and captivity narratives, and Native
oratory and sign language gave imaginative shape to
imperial activity in the western borderlands. Through
a transnational archive of U.S. literary, scientific, and
cultural production, Gunn emphasizes the
geographical and culturally transformative impacts of
western expansionism and Indian removal for future
conceptions of hemispheric American literatures. By
telling stories about the traffic of words and ideas in
the American borderlands, Ethnology and Empire
unveils the network of peoples, spaces, and
communication practices that shaped and
transformed the boundaries of U.S. empire.
Reproduction of the original: Hidden Hand by Emma
Dorothy Eliza Nevitte Southworth
Copyright: d4dc64bd2338a9b4690931db0aabae83
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