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Conquest Of Abyssinia
I have no desire, however, to belittle the military achievement of Italy in Ethiopia.
I believe that an absurd excess of force was used that considering the condition
of the Italian Treasury the war might have been waged more cheaply, and that
the war provides no index whatsoever of the behaviour of an Italian Army, even
of the organisation of an Italian Army, fighting against an equal enemy. The
Italians, nevertheless, did reach their objective, Addis Ababa, within seven
months of the outbreak of aggression. My task is rather in this book to show what
was the strength and spirit of the Ethiopian armies sent against a European
Great Power. My conclusions are that they had no artillery, no aviation, a pathetic
proportion of automatic weapons and modern rifles, and ammunition sufficient for
two days modern battle. I have seen a child nation, ruled by a man who was both
noble and intelligent, done brutally to death almost before it had begun to
breathe. The Italians do not figure much in these pages, which are more the
study of the Ethiopian people under fire than of the mechanical means and
processes used to destroy their resistance. The primary cause of their defeat was
that they had no arms, and were allowed none. The secondary cause of their
defeat was Italian air supremacy, exploited eventually by the spraying of mustard
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gas. The great Ras said that they could not fight the heavens or the burning rain.
This work examines the Ethiopian imperial conquest and Oromo military
resistance and the consequent feudal political economy and administration,
centre periphery relations, the origins of identity based conflicts and continuity
and change in Oromo’s socio-political institutions.
The Ethiopian-Adal War brings primary source material from the sixteenth
century to contemporary readers. Arab, Portuguese, and Ethiopian sources bring
this conflict to life.
In October 1935 Mussolini ordered the invasion of Ethiopia from Italian-held
Eritrea and Somaliland, thinking that he would easily crush an ill-prepared and
badly equipped enemy. The Italians, in the face of widespread condemnation
from the League of Nations, spread terror and destruction through their
indiscriminate use of air power and poison gas against an enemy more used to
medieval methods of warfare. David Nicolle examines in detail the units,
equipment and uniforms of the forces on both sides of this conflict that
unrealistically bolstered Il Duce's colonial ambitions. A great read ably supported
by Raffaele Ruggeri's detailed full-page colour plates.
In Nomads in the Shadows of Empires, Gufu Oba offers accounts of the
outcomes of imperial state contests over trans-frontier treaty, nomads grazing
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and watering movements, banditry, ethnic conflicts and wars that created lasting
legacies along the southern Ethiopian-northern Kenyan frontier.
Excerpt from Fut?? Al-Habashah, or the Conquest of Abyssinia, Vol. 1 Was acquired from the
late General Gordon, consists of I I 3 (05. It is written in a plain modem hand, and unpointed
with the. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and
classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an
important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally
reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the
aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page,
may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections
successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such
historical works.
An immensely readable epic tale of colonial ambition, warfare, and heroism.
First full-length history of the Oromo 1300-1700; explains their key part in the medieval
Christian kingdom and demonstrates their importance in shaping Ethiopian history.
In 1896 a massive Ethiopian army routed an invading Italian force and brought Italy’s
conquest of Africa to an end. In defending its independence, Ethiopia cast doubt on the
assumption that all Africans would fall under the rule of Europeans, and opened a breach that
would lead to the continent’s painful struggle for freedom from colonial rule.
In Islam and Gender in Colonial Northeast Africa, Silvia Bruzzi provides a social history of the
colonial encounter across the Red Sea and the Mediterranean region during the life and times
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of Sitt? ‘Alawiyya (1892-1940), the ‘Uncrowned Queen’ of Eritrea.

Edited from an Arabic Manuscript by S. Arthur Strong.
The selections from Almeida, translated and edited, describe the country and its
people and the journeys of Jesuit missionaries attempting to enter or leave
Ethiopia. This is a new print-on-demand hardback edition of the volume first
published in 1954.
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part
of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced
from the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible.
Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library stamps (as most
of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the
world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the
United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States,
you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate)
has a copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical artifact,
this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc.
Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be
preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We
appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an
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important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
This book shows how Mussolini's African imperialism became the "test case" of
the collective security provisions of the League of Nations. Mussolini thought
neither Britain or France would stop an Italian conquest of Ethiopia. Either had a
vital interest in maintaining Ethiopia's independence. Both wanted good relations
with Italy. Mussolini tried, halfheartedly, to get them to treat the war as a colonial
affair, separate from European considerations. This was impossible, because the
invasion violated the terms of international order prescribed in the Covenant of
the League of Nations and because it was not a simple colonial campaign but
rather a war of modern means and European magnitude against a backward
people for whom there was much popular sympathy. Not that Mussolini cared
about the League. But there it was, established precisely to prevent the success
of aggression against its members, of which Ethiopia, to the regret of many
officials, was one. That fact could not easily be ignored, and Ethiopian diplomats
made sure it was not. A contract was a contract.
"A hilarious and still timely tale of emerging Africa and declining England" (Time),
Evelyn Waugh's third novel helped to establish his reputation as a mater satirist.
"We are Progress and the New Age. Nothing can stand in our way." When
Oxford-educated Emperor Seth succeeds to the throne of the African state of
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Azania, he has a tough job on his hands. His subjects are ill-informed and unruly,
and corruption, double-dealing, and bloodshed are rife. With the aid of Minister of
Modernization Basil Seal, Seth plans to introduce his people to the civilized ways
of the West--but will it be as simple as that? Profound hilarity ensues from the
issuance of homemade currency, the staging of a "Birth Control Gala," the rightful
ruler's demise at his own rather long and tiring coronation ceremonies, and a
good deal more mischief.
Sihab ad-Din Ahmad bin 'Abd al-Qader's account of the early sixteenth century Jihad, or
holywar, in Ethiopia, of Imam Ahmad bin Ibrahim, better known as Ahmad Gran, or the Left
handed, is an historical classic. The Yamani author was an eyewitness of several of the battles
he describes, and is an invaluable source. His book, which is full of human, and at times tragic,
drama, makes a major contribution to our knowledge of a crucially important period in the
hisoty of Ethiopia and Horn of Africa. 'Futuh al-Habasa, ' or 'Conquest of Abyssinia' - which
undoubtedly reflects the situation as it seemed to its Yamani author at the time of its
composition. The forces of Imam Ahmad bin Ibrahim had occupied the greater part of Ethiopia.
The resistance of Emperor Lebna Dengel had virtually come to an end, and many Christians
had chosen to convert to Islam. The victorious Imam's regime seemed there to stay. This was,
however, far from the end of the story. The Imam was killed in battle on February 21, 1543,
whereupon his army almost immediately disintegrated. Those of his soldiers who could do so
made their way back to the East. Not a few Muslim converts reverted to their former faith. The
Futuh thus refers to a relatively short, though crucially important, period in Ethiopia's long
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history. The book is nevertheless valuable, in that its author was an eye-witness of many of the
events he describes, and writes, as far as we can judge, with a degree of objectivity rare for his
time. What people say about this book: "This book is the first ever complete English translation
of the Arabic account on the campaigns of Imam Ahmad b. Ibrahim al-Ghazi (popularly known
as Gran) as written by the Yemeni jurist, Shihab al-din Ahmad b. Abd al-Qadir b. Salim b.
Uthman (also known as Arab Faqih)... it is a welcome addition to the rich corpus of Arabic
literary and historical sources relevant to the sixteenth-century Ethiopia and the Horn. It is
particularly useful for English-speaking researchers and established scholars who cannot read
either the Arabic text or the authoritative French translation prepared by Rene Basset...both
Stenhouse and Pankhurst, and the publisher, deserve high commendation, respectively, for
producing such a valuable work that represents a major contribution to the history of Ethiopia
and the Horn, and for making it available to the wider English-speaking readership and
scholarship." -- Hussein Ahmed is a Professor of History at Addis Ababa University. He is a
leading historian of Islam in Ethiopia. * * * "In the history of conflict in Africa and beyond, "few
stories of drama and human tragedy equal" Imama Ahmad's conquest of the Christian kingdom
of Ethiopia (1529-1543). His short lived spectacular victories and determination to replace
Christianity by Islam and the remarkable survival of Christianity in Ethiopia" is a story of epic
proportions" which still generates strong emotion among both the Christian and the Muslim
population of Ethiopia. In other words, Imam Ahmad's jihadic war besides being legendary was
a major turning point... This is truly a wonderful work, which is destined to remain an
indispensable source for the history of Ethiopia and the Horn of Africa during the first half of the
tumultuous sixteenth century. Anyone interested in understanding the intensity and brutality of
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religious war will be rewarded by reading this classic." -- Mohammed Hassen is an Associate
Professor of African history at Georgia State University in Atlanta. He is the author of The
Oromo of Ethiopia: A History 1570-1860.
In the late 19th century, the new nation-state of Italy was eager to join her European
neighbours in creating an international empire, and her eyes turned toward Africa as a source
of potential colonies. Securing a foothold in Eritrea on the Red Sea coast, the Italians quickly
became embroiled in a shooting war with the Ethiopians. The war proved a disaster for the
Italians, who suffered three major defeats against the forces of Emperor Menelik's army,
including a horrendous massacre at Adowa, the largest defeat of a colonial army prior to World
War I. This book looks at the campaign with an emphasis on the colourful uniforms worn by
both sides.
In February 1937, following an abortive attack by a handful of insurgents on Mussolini's High
Command in Italian-occupied Ethiopia, 'repression squads' of armed Blackshirts and Fascist
civilians were unleashed on the defenseless residents of Addis Ababa. In three terror-filled
days and nights of arson, murder and looting, thousands of innocent and unsuspecting men,
women and children were roasted alive, shot, bludgeoned, stabbed to death, or blown to
pieces with hand-grenades. Meanwhile the notorious Viceroy Rodolfo Graziani, infamous for
his atrocities in Libya, took the opportunity to add to the carnage by eliminating the
intelligentsia and nobility of the ancient Ethiopian empire in a pogrom that swept across the
land. In a richly illustrated and ground-breaking work backed up by meticulous and scholarly
research, Ian Campbell reconstructs and analyses one of Fascist Italy's least known atrocities,
which he estimates eliminated 19-20 per cent of the capital's population. He exposes the
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hitherto little known cover-up conducted at the highest levels of the British government, which
enabled the facts of one of the most hideous civilian massacres of all time to be concealed,
and the perpetrators to walk free.
With a particular focus on the role of situated actors, this book sheds light on the emergence
and expansion of Salafism in Bale, Ethiopia from the late 1960s, through the Marxist period
(1974-1991) before discussing the rapid expansion and fragmentation of the movement in the
1990s until 2006.
Italian Colonialism is a pioneering anthology of texts by scholars from seven countries who
represent the best of classical and newer approaches to the study of Italian colonization.
Essays on the political, economic, and military aspects of Italian colonialism are featured
alongside works that reflect the insights of anthropology, race and gender studies, film,
architecture, and oral and cultural history. The volume includes many essays by Italian and
African scholars that have never been translated into English. It is a unique resource that offers
students and scholars a comprehensive view of the field.
This book, in two volumes, contains an annotated English translation of the História da
Ethiópia by the Spanish Jesuit missionary priest Pedro Páez (Pêro Pais in Portuguese),
1564-1622, who worked in the Portuguese padroado missions, first in India and then in
Ethiopia, long thought to be the kingdom of the legendary Prester John. His history of Ethiopia
was written in Portuguese in the last ten years of his life and survives in only two manuscripts.
The translation, by Christopher J. Tribe, is based on the new critical edition of the Portuguese
text by Isabel Boavida, Hervé Pennec and Manuel João Ramos, which was published in
Lisbon in 2008. They are also the editors of this English version. The History of Ethiopia is an
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essential source for several areas of study - from the history of the Catholic missions in that
country and the relations between the European religious orders, to the history of art and
religions; from the history of geographical exploration to the ideological contextualization of the
Ethiopian kingdom; from material culture to Abyssinian political and territorial administration;
and from an analysis of local circumstances to changes in human ecology in the Horn of Africa
and the Indian Ocean. It is a repository of empirical knowledge on the political geography,
religion, customs, flora and fauna of Ethiopia. It combines travel narrative with a historicoethnographic monograph, and is a chronicle of the activities of Jesuit missionaries in their
Ethiopian mission. It also reworks a wide variety of documents, including the first translations
into a European language of a number of Ethiopian literary texts, from royal chronicles to
hagiographies. It complements other early accounts of Ethiopia by Ludovico de Varthema,
Francisco Alvares, Castanhoso, Bermudez, Arnold von Harff, Manoel de Almeida, Bahrey,
Alessandro Zorzi, Jerónimo Lobo and Václav Prutky, all published by The Hakluyt Society.
A gripping novel set during Mussolini’s 1935 invasion of Ethiopia, The Shadow King takes us
back to the first real conflict of World War II, casting light on the women soldiers who were left
out of the historical record. With the threat of Mussolini’s army looming, recently orphaned
Hirut struggles to adapt to her new life as a maid in Kidane and his wife Aster’s household.
Kidane, an officer in Emperor Haile Selassie’s army, rushes to mobilize his strongest men
before the Italians invade. His initial kindness to Hirut shifts into a flinty cruelty when she
resists his advances, and Hirut finds herself tumbling into a new world of thefts and violations,
of betrayals and overwhelming rage. Meanwhile, Mussolini’s technologically advanced army
prepares for an easy victory. Hundreds of thousands of Italians—Jewish photographer Ettore
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among them—march on Ethiopia seeking adventure. As the war begins in earnest, Hirut, Aster,
and the other women long to do more than care for the wounded and bury the dead. When
Emperor Haile Selassie goes into exile and Ethiopia quickly loses hope, it is Hirut who offers a
plan to maintain morale. She helps disguise a gentle peasant as the emperor and soon
becomes his guard, inspiring other women to take up arms against the Italians. But how could
she have predicted her own personal war as a prisoner of one of Italy’s most vicious officers,
who will force her to pose before Ettore’s camera? What follows is a gorgeously crafted and
unputdownable exploration of female power, with Hirut as the fierce, original, and brilliant voice
at its heart. In incandescent, lyrical prose, Maaza Mengiste breathes life into complicated
characters on both sides of the battle line, shaping a heartrending, indelible exploration of what
it means to be a woman at war.
Italy's invasion of Ethiopia in 1935 marked a turning point in interwar Europe. The last great
European colonial conquest in Africa, the conflict represented an enormous gamble for the
Fascist dictator Benito Mussolini. He faced a challenge not only from a stout Ethiopian
defence, but also from difficult logistics made worse by the League of Nations' half-hearted
sanctions. Mussolini faced down this opposition, and Italian troops, aided by air superiority and
liberal use of yprite gas, conquered Addis Ababa within eight months, a victory that shocked
many military observers of the time with its speed and suddenness. The invasion had
enormous repercussions on European international relations. In the midst of a national election
campaign, the British National Government had felt constrained to support the League, despite
fears that sanctions through the League could lead to war with Italy. The concentration of the
Royal Navy in the Mediterranean Sea alienated Mussolini and placed the French government
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on the horns of dilemma; should France support its military partner, Italy, or its more important
potential ally, Great Britain? French attempts to mark out a middle ground did little to placate
the Duce, and the crisis seemed to develop a deep rift between Fascist Italy and the AngloFrench democracies, while at the same time creating a crisis in Anglo-French relations.
Mussolini turned towards Nazi Germany in an attempt to end his diplomatic isolation during the
sanctions episode, although Hitler considered the Duce's friendship a mixed blessing. The
question of American adherence to sanctions increased ill will between British politicians and
the Roosevelt administration in Washington, as each tended to blame the other for the failure
of oil sanctions and the collapse of collective security. The international crisis posed similarly
thorny problems for the smaller powers of Europe, and for Japan and the Soviet Union. The
crisis impeded common defence against Fascist expansionism while giving impetus to claims
of the revisionist powers. Despite the tremendous importance of the international crisis,
however, little new work on the subject has appeared in recent decades. In this volume, an
international cast of contributors take a fresh look at the crisis through the lens of new
evidence and new approaches to international relations history to provide the most
comprehensive coverage of the crisis currently possible, and their work provides new frames of
reference for exploring imperialism, collective security and genocide.
In this eminently readable, concise history of Ethiopia, Harold Marcus surveys the evolution of
the oldest African nation from prehistory to the present. For the updated edition, Marcus has
written a new preface, two new chapters, and an epilogue, detailing the development and
implications of Ethiopia as a Federal state and the war with Eritrea.
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