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Chinese Creation The Big Myth
The Chinese people often told stories that taught the listener about their land. This
nature myth shows how ancient people belived the gods controlled nature. In order to
restore balance, the Emperor asked Yu to control the floods. The Chinese nature myth
is retold in this brilliantly illustrated Chinese Myth. Short Tales is an imprint of Magic
Wagon, a division of ABDO Publishing Group. Grades 3-6.
Take a step back in time to the origins of Japan's creation myth—told here for the very
first time in illustrated form. In the beginning there was nothing—a void. Then the
heavens and the earth took shape, as the ancient gods of Japan breathed the first
sparks of life into these islands. The ancient Kojiki myth traces the beginnings of the
Japanese people, following the rise of the Japanese islands from their humble origins
as a lump of clay to a great nation that would one day take its rightful place among the
leading nations of the world. Like all creation myths from around the world, the Kojiki
story occupies a treasured place in the nation's literature and collective imagination.
Kazumi Wilds's striking illustrations capture the drama and intensity of a mythic tale
where chaos and demons are unleashed and where darkness is slowly pushed back by
the righteous, as good prevails over evil. Kojiki: The Birth of Japan combines the
raucous rhythms and startling imagery of today's best graphic novels with a retelling of
a classic and timeless Japanese story. This book will be remembered and treasured for
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years to come by lovers of mythology, folklore and anyone interested in Japanese
culture and history.
World Mythology is a compilation of over 50 great myths and epics. Your students will
gain an appreciation and understanding of ancient and modern cultures through myths
and epics from the Middle East, Greece and Rome, the Far East and Pacific islands,
the British Isles, Northern Europe, Africa, and the Americas. An introduction and
historical background supplement each myth. Questions at the end of each selection
prompt analysis and response.
"China, unlike ancient Greece and Rome, had no Homer or Ovid to retell its ancient
myths in an eloquent literary record. Viewed with great skepticism by Chinese scholars
of the early Chinese empire, myth was preserved orally, and finally converted into the
written tradition only in a very fragmentary way. As a consequence, classical Chinese
myth has remained largely unavailable to students and scholars of Chinese culture." "In
Chinese Mythology, Anne Birrell provides English translations of some 300
representative myth narratives selected from over 100 classical texts, many of which
have never before been translated into any Western language. Organizing the
narratives according to theme and motif classes common to world mythology, Birrell
addresses issues of source, dating, attribution, textual variants, multiforms, and context.
Drawing extensively on works in comparative mythology, she surveys the development
of Chinese myth studies, largely in the West; summarizes the contribution of Chinese
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and Japanese scholars to the study of Chinese myth since the 1920s; and looks at
special aspects of traditional approaches to Chinese myth. The result is an
unprecedented guide to the study of Chinese myth for specialists and nonspecialists
alike."--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell North America, Inc.
All Rights Reserved
Nearly every belief system in every part of the world has its own distinctive answers to
how the world was created, often taking the form of a story or myth. These narratives
offer insight into a culture's values, its world view, and its interpretations of the
relationship between the individual, society, and the divine.
Hercules, Zeus, Thor, Gilgamesh--these are the figures that leap to mind when we think
of myth. But to David Leeming, myths are more than stories of deities and fantastic
beings from non-Christian cultures. Myth is at once the most particular and the most
universal feature of civilization, representing common concerns that each society voices
in its own idiom. Whether an Egyptian story of creation or the big-bang theory of
modern physics, myth is metaphor, mirroring our deepest sense of ourselves in relation
to existence itself. Now, in The World of Myth, Leeming provides a sweeping anthology
of myths, ranging from ancient Egypt and Greece to the Polynesian islands and modern
science. We read stories of great floods from the ancient Babylonians, Hebrews,
Chinese, and Mayans; tales of apocalypse from India, the Norse, Christianity, and
modern science; myths of the mother goddess from Native American Hopi culture and
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James Lovelock's Gaia. Leeming has culled myths from Aztec, Greek, African,
Australian Aboriginal, Japanese, Moslem, Hittite, Celtic, Chinese, and Persian cultures,
offering one of the most wide-ranging collections of what he calls the collective dreams
of humanity. More important, he has organized these myths according to a number of
themes, comparing and contrasting how various societies have addressed similar
concerns, or have told similar stories. In the section on dying gods, for example, both
Odin and Jesus sacrifice themselves to renew the world, each dying on a tree. Such
traditions, he proposes, may have their roots in societies of the distant past, which
would ritually sacrifice their kings to renew the tribe. In The World of Myth, David
Leeming takes us on a journey "not through a maze of falsehood but through a
marvellous world of metaphor," metaphor for "the story of the relationship between the
known and the unknown, both around us and within us." Fantastic, tragic, bizarre,
sometimes funny, the myths he presents speak of the most fundamental human
experience, a part of what Joseph Campbell called "the wonderful song of the soul's
high adventure."
This book focuses on reinterpreting mythical China from the perspective of the cultural
theory of big tradition. It is divided into two parts: the first explains the theoretical
development and features of the Chinese version of big tradition, identifying the
differences between the Eastern and Western cultural traditions (big tradition and great
tradition). The second part then reinterprets the core values and mythical ideas of
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Chinese civilization and traditional culture from the perspective of big tradition. Moving
beyond the small tradition of text centrism and using new methods and materials, the
book reveals the original meaning and the cultural coding function of big tradition during
the preliterate period. Drawing on integrated evidence from literature handed down from
ancient times, oral and intangible cultural heritage, tangible culture, cross-cultures,
image culture and unearthed documents, the book interprets Chinese cultural traditions
and spiritual values from local, archaeological, experiential and survival perspectives, to
help readers better understand the mythical codes and genes of early Chinese culture.
Awareness has been growing in the United States - and in nations around the world that the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) has triggered a new era of great-power
competition. Yet few discern the pattern in China's inroads within every region of the
world, much less the specific form of dominance to which the party aspires.The CCP
aims not merely at preeminence within the established world order - an order that is
grounded in free and sovereign nation-states, flows from the universal principles on
which America was founded, and advances U.S. national interests -but to
fundamentally revise world order, placing the People's Republic of China (PRC) at the
center and serving Beijing's authoritarian goals and hegemonic ambitions.In the face of
the China challenge, the United States must secure freedom.China is a challenge
because of its conduct. Modeled on 20th-century Marxist-Leninist dictatorship, the CCP
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thanks in no small measure to the party's decision in the late 1970s to embrace freemarket elements and to the decision by the United States and nations around the world
to engage, and welcome commerce with, China. The party today wields its economic
power to co-opt and coerce countries around the world; make the societies and politics
of foreign nations more accommodating to CCP specifications; and reshape
international organizations in line with China's brand of socialism. At the same time, the
CCP is developing a world-class military to rival and eventually surpass the U.S.
military. These actions enable the CCP to credibly pursue the quest - proceeding
outward through the Indo-Pacific region and encompassing the globe - to achieve
"national rejuvenation" culminating in the transformation of the international order.To
understand China's peculiar form of authoritarianism and the hegemonic goals to which
it gives rise, it is necessary to grasp the intellectual sources from which China's conduct
springs: the CCP's Marxist-Leninist beliefs and the party's extreme interpretation of
Chinese nationalism.
A tour-de-force by rising indy comics star Gene Yang, American Born Chinese tells the story of
three apparently unrelated characters: Jin Wang, who moves to a new neighborhood with his
family only to discover that he's the only Chinese-American student at his new school; the
powerful Monkey King, subject of one of the oldest and greatest Chinese fables; and Chin-Kee,
a personification of the ultimate negative Chinese stereotype, who is ruining his cousin Danny's
life with his yearly visits. Their lives and stories come together with an unexpected twist in this
action-packed modern fable. American Born Chinese is an amazing ride, all the way up to the
Page 6/19

Online Library Chinese Creation The Big Myth
astonishing climax. American Born Chinese is a 2006 National Book Award Finalist for Young
People's Literature, the winner of the 2007 Eisner Award for Best Graphic Album: New, an
Eisner Award nominee for Best Coloring and a 2007 Bank Street - Best Children's Book of the
Year. This title has Common Core Connections
The Songs of the South is an anthology first compiled in the second century A.D. Its poems,
originating from the state of Chu and rooted in Shamanism, are grouped under seventeen titles
and contain all that we know of Chinese poetry's ancient beginnings. The earliest poems were
composed in the fourth century B.C. and almost half of them are traditionally ascribed to Qu
Yuan.
This major source of Chinese mythology (third century BC to second century AD) contains a
treasure trove of rare data and colorful fiction about the mythical figures, rituals, medicine,
natural history, and ethnic peoples of the ancient world. The Classic of Mountains and Seas
explores 204 mythical figures such as the gods Foremost, Fond Care, and Yellow, and
goddesses Queen Mother of the West and Girl Lovely, as well as many other figures unknown
outside this text. This eclectic Classic also contains crucial information on early medicine (with
cures for impotence and infertility), omens to avert catastrophe, and rites of sacrifice, and
familiar and unidentified plants and animals. It offers a guided tour of the known world in
antiquity, moving outwards from the famous mountains of central China to the lands “beyond
the seas.” Translated with an introduction and notes by Anne Birrell.
A New York Times Bestseller The leading thinker and most visible public advocate of modern
monetary theory -- the freshest and most important idea about economics in decades -delivers a radically different, bold, new understanding for how to build a just and prosperous
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society. Stephanie Kelton's brilliant exploration of modern monetary theory (MMT) dramatically
changes our understanding of how we can best deal with crucial issues ranging from poverty
and inequality to creating jobs, expanding health care coverage, climate change, and building
resilient infrastructure. Any ambitious proposal, however, inevitably runs into the buzz saw of
how to find the money to pay for it, rooted in myths about deficits that are hobbling us as a
country. Kelton busts through the myths that prevent us from taking action: that the federal
government should budget like a household, that deficits will harm the next generation, crowd
out private investment, and undermine long-term growth, and that entitlements are propelling
us toward a grave fiscal crisis. MMT, as Kelton shows, shifts the terrain from narrow budgetary
questions to one of broader economic and social benefits. With its important new ways of
understanding money, taxes, and the critical role of deficit spending, MMT redefines how to
responsibly use our resources so that we can maximize our potential as a society. MMT gives
us the power to imagine a new politics and a new economy and move from a narrative of
scarcity to one of opportunity.
This authoritative volume examines the two main faiths, Confucianism and Daoism, that
developed before China had meaningful contact with the rest of the world. Aspects of
Buddhism later joined features of these faiths to form elements of Chinese ideology and, with
the beliefs in immortals and the worship of ancestors, they led to a popular religion. The
narrative describes the gods and goddesses that dominated China's mythology and folk
culture, roughly from the 3rd millennium to 221 BCE, including the Baxian (Eight Immortals),
Chang'e (moon goddess), Guandi (god of war), the Men Shen (door spirits), and Pan Gu (first
man).
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Surveys the online social habits of American teens and analyzes the role technology and social
media plays in their lives, examining common misconceptions about such topics as identity,
privacy, danger, and bullying.
Myths Are Universal And Timeless Stories That Reflect And Shape Our Lives They Explore
Our Desires, Our Fears, Our Longings, And Provide Narratives That Remind Us What It Means
To Be Human. The Myths Series Brings Together Some Of The World S Finest Writers, Each
Of Whom Has Retold A Myth In A Contemporary And Memorable Way. Authors In The Series
Include: Chinua Achebe, Margaret Atwood, Karen Armstrong, A.S. Byatt, David Grossman,
Milton Hatoum, Victor Pelevin, Donna Tartt, Su Tong And Jeanette Winterson. In Peach
Village, Crying Is Forbidden. But As A Child, Binu Never Learnt To Hide Her Tears. Shunned
By The Villagers She Faced A Bleak Future Until She Met Qiliang, An Orphan Who Offered
Her His Hand In Marriage. Then, One Day Qiliang Disappears. Binu Learns That He Has Been
Transported Hundreds Of Miles And Forced To Labour On A Project Of Terrifying Ambition
And Scale The Building Of The Great Wall. Binu Is Determined To Find And Save Her
Husband. Inspired By Her Love, She Sets Out On An Extraordinary Journey Across Great
Swallow Mountain, With Only A Blind Frog For Company. What Follows Is An Unforgettable
Story Of Passion, Hardship And Magical Adventure.
An illustrated collection of twenty-five myths from various parts of the world explaining the
creation of the world.
In this study the author analyses similarities, differences and contradictions in the cultural
norms about gender expressed in proverbs she has found in oral and written sources from
over 150 countries. Grouping the proverbs into categories as the female body, love, sex,
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childbirth and the female power, the author examines shared patterns in ideas about women
and how men see them.
This colorfully illustrated multicultural children's book presents Chinese fairy tales and other
folk stories—providing insight into a vibrant literary culture. Chinese Myths and Legends is a
delightful collection of seven classic Chinese stories that make for great reading adventures.
From the stories of Pan Gu and Nu Wo, creators of the world, to Bai Su-Tzin, a snake who
took on human form and found true love, this mesmerizing book includes myths of creation,
mortality, and love. More than just a Chinese children's storybook, Chinese Myths and
Legends also explores the origins of each tale, as well as its impact on Chinese culture and
history, inviting you and the children you love to enjoy the many layers of meaning. The
included pronunciation guide, as well as information for further reading, makes this a perfect
tool for educators, librarians, and parents.
The myth eulogizes Yu's reverence for the heaven and love for the people. It also reflects our
ancestors' understanding of the harmonious relation between man and nature, as well as their
imagination and knowledge of the outside world.
*Includes pictures *Includes excerpts of the Popol Vuh *Includes online resources and a
bibliography for further reading Many ancient civilizations have influenced and inspired people
in the 21st century. The Greeks and Romans continue to fascinate the West today. But of all
the world's civilizations, none have intrigued people more than the Mayans, whose culture,
astronomy, language, and mysterious disappearance all continue to captivate people. In 2012
especially, there was a renewed focus on the Mayans, whose advanced calendar led many to
speculate the world would end on the same date the Mayan calendar ends. The focus on the
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"doomsday" scenario, however, overshadowed the Mayans' true contribution to astronomy,
language, sports, and art. Unlike most of the world's sacred books - the Quran, the Bible or the
I-Ching for example - nobody knows the universal name, if there ever was one, for the Maya's
collection of myths. Instead, the title that has been passed down, the "Popol Vuh," appears to
be the specific title given to a particular copy of these tales. Its meaning, roughly translated as
the Council Book, refers to the special role of this text: it was the shared property of the council
of lords that ruled the Quich kingdom and was apparently regularly consulted by that body for
advice to guide their rule. However, in the opening sections, the scribes who penned the text
also give it several other names, including "the Light That Came from Beside the Sea," "Our
Place in the Shadows" and "The Dawn of Life" (pg 63). All of these names were originally in
K'ichean Maya, the language spoken by the Maya of the Quich Kingdom and its neighboring
regions. The first of these names refers to a pilgrimage by the second generation of Quich
lords in Part V to the Yucatan coast to acquire a copy of at least a portion of the original text.
The second refers to Part IV, the period before the first Dawn (the "Shadows") when the
ancestral Quich earned their particular right to rule. The final name refers to Part I, when the
first gods created all of the various parts of life. This multiplicity of names and titles for sacred
works is not uncommon, and perhaps comparable to the Bible being referred to as "the Good
Book" or (in reference to the New Testament) "the Good News" or the "Gospel." The name
Popol Vuh is itself controversial as the original text actually spells the name three different
ways: "Popol Vuh", of course, but also "Pop Wuj" and "Popol Wuj." In general, the most correct
form in contemporary Quiche spelling is probably "Popol Wuj", but as the text is best known in
English with the word "Vuh", this convention will be maintained here (Eenriik 2014). There are
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a number of translations and editions of the Popol Vuh, which vary considerably in quality.
Many early editions were not informed by the latest scholarship in Maya linguistics and
sometimes the ways they translate names in particular can vary. This text will use the Second
Edition (1996), translated by Dennis Tedlock and published by Simon and Schuster, for all of
its quotations and page citations. The Popol Vuh: The History and Legacy of the Maya's
Creation Myth and Epic Legends examines what's contained within and how the Popol Vuh
survived to the present day. Along with pictures depicting important people, places, and
events, you will learn about the Popol Vuh like never before.
From the West African fable of Anansi the Spider, to Tanuki, the sweet but troublesome racoondog of Japanese folklore, this encyclopedia of mythical creatures covers legends, tales, and
myths from around the world.
The idea that the United States is destined to spread its unique gifts of democracy and
capitalism to other countries is dangerous for Americans and for the rest of the world, warns
Godfrey Hodgson in this provocative book. Hodgson, a shrewd and highly respected British
commentator, argues that America is not as exceptional as it would like to think; its blindness
to its own history has bred a complacent nationalism and a disastrous foreign policy that has
isolated and alienated it from the global community. Tracing the development of America’s
high self regard from the early days of the republic to the present era, Hodgson demonstrates
how its exceptionalism has been systematically exaggerated and—in recent
decades—corrupted. While there have been distinct and original elements in America’s history
and political philosophy, notes Hodgson, these have always been more heavily influenced by
European thought and experience than Americans have been willing to acknowledge. A
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stimulating and timely assessment of how America’s belief in its exceptionalism has led it
astray, this book is mandatory reading for its citizens, admirers, and detractors.
Presents a collection of the world's most popular myths divided into such categories as
creation, fertility and cultivation, gods and people, and visions of the end, and accompanied by
historical information.
Drawing on the sun, moon, dragon, phoenix, Nuwa, Yandi, Huangdi and other widely circulated
cultural elements as examples, this book addresses the development and evolution of the most
representative Chinese creation myths regarding nature, totems, ancestors and saints. The
book not only interprets key creation myths, but also elaborates on the connection between the
myths and some of the core values and concepts in Chinese civilization. For example, the long
and jade culture is rooted in the Yellow Emperor’s revered jade weapon. Further, the book
reveals the kernels of truth in the myths by presenting new research findings and research
methods.
Retells the legend of how a special being called Pangu separated the earth from the sky and
shaped the world.
In this fascinating and comprehensive collection of Chinese myths and legends, E. T. C.
Werner drew upon material readily available to him as a member of the Chinese government's'
Historiographical Bureau in Peking. A former barrister and British consul in Foochow, Werner
presents a wealth of information illuminating the ideas and beliefs that governed the daily lives
of the Chinese people long before the revolutions of the 20th century. Offering a provocative
glimpse into a world dominated by traditional rules of etiquette and inhabited by demons,
dragon-gods, and spirits, the volume opens with an introductory chapter on the origins of the
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Chinese people. In succeeding chapters, Mr. Werner's readable, well-illustrated text considers
the gods of China and myths of stars, thunder, lightning, wind and rain; of water and fire; of
epidemics, medicine, and exorcism; as well as tales about the goddess of mercy, the guardian
of the gate of heaven, accounts of how the Monkey became a god, and much more. In
addition, 32 striking illustrations depict such traditional deities as the Spirit That Clears the
Way, civilian and military Door Gods, the Kitchen-God, Dragon-Gods, the Gods of Happiness,
Office, and Longevity, and others. Engrossing and informative, Myths and Legends of China
will appeal not only to lovers of folklore but to anyone interested in Chinese art, culture, or
philosophy.
Reconstructs a theoretic parent cosmology that underlies ancient religion • Shows how this
parent cosmology provided the conceptual origins of written language • Uses techniques of
comparative cosmology to synchronize the creation traditions of the Dogon, ancient Egyptians,
and ancient Buddhists • Applies the signature elements of this parent cosmology to explore
and interpret the creation tradition of a present-day Tibetan/Chinese tribe called the NaKhi--the keepers of the world’s last surviving hieroglyphic language Great thinkers and
researchers such as Carl Jung have acknowledged the many broad similarities that exist
between the myths and symbols of ancient cultures. One largely unexplored explanation for
these similarities lies in the possibility that these systems of myth all descended from one
common cosmological plan. Outlining the most significant aspects of cosmology found among
the Dogon, ancient Egyptians, and ancient Buddhists, including the striking physical and
cosmological parallels between the Dogon granary and the Buddhist stupa, Laird Scranton
identifies the signature attributes of a theoretic ancient parent cosmology--a planned
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instructional system that may well have spawned these great ancient creation traditions.
Examining the esoteric nature of cosmology itself, Scranton shows how this parent cosmology
encompassed both a plan for the civilized instruction of humanity as well as the conceptual
origins of language. The recurring shapes in all ancient religions were key elements of this
plan, designed to give physical manifestation to the sacred and provide the means to
conceptualize and compare earthly dimensions with those of the heavens. As a practical
application of the plan, Scranton explores the myths and language of an obscure Chinese
priestly tribe known as the Na-Khi--the keepers of the world’s last surviving hieroglyphic
language. Suggesting that cosmology may have engendered civilization and not the other way
around, Scranton reveals how this plan of cosmology provides the missing link between our
macroscopic universe and the microscopic world of atoms.
British imperial encounters with indigenous cultures created perceptions and stereotypes that
still persist today. The initial creation of racial images in relation to violence had particular
consequences for land ownership. Standfield examines these differences and how they
occurred.
Some of the most persistent stories throughout various cultures are creation tales and myths.
These beloved tales share how life began. They answer questions about the origins of the sun,
the moon, and why we have seasons. Creation stories come from around the world and are
often told by indigenous people. Above all, these imaginative narratives can be an important
part of the culture that tells them and were often the basis of a culture's religious beliefs.
Despite their origin from different parts of the globe, creation myths may share a common
thread such as an all-powerful creator figure and the appearance of the flood. Fairytalez is
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proud to share this collection of creation stories from around the world. Learn the various
creation myths of cultures from around the world, including Ancient Egypt, China, Nigeria, and
more.
The myths of the Aztec and Maya derive from a shared Mesoamerican cultural tradition. This is
very much a living tradition, and many of the motifs and gods mentioned in early sources are
still evoked in the lore of contemporary Mexico and Guatemala. Professor Taube discusses the
different sources for Aztec and Maya myths. The Aztec empire began less than 200 years
before the Spanish conquest, and our knowledge of their mythology derives primarily from
native colonial documents and manuscripts commissioned by the Spanish. The Maya
mythology is far older, and our knowledge of it comes mainly from native manuscripts of the
Classic period, over 600 years before the Spanish conquest. Drawing on these sources as well
as nineteenth- and twentieth-century excavations and research, including the interpretation of
the codices and the decipherment of Maya hieroglyphic writing, the author discusses, among
other things, the Popol Vuh myths of the Maya, the flood myth of Northern Yucatan, and the
Aztec creation myths.
A dazzling, genre-defying novel in verse from the author Delia Owens says “tackles the
absurdities, injustices, and corruption of a continent” Ng?g? wa Thiong’o’s novels and
memoirs have received glowing praise from the likes of President Barack Obama, the New
Yorker, the New York Times Book Review, The Guardian, and NPR; he has been a finalist for
the Man International Booker Prize and is annually tipped to win the Nobel Prize for Literature;
and his books have sold tens of thousands of copies around the world. In his first attempt at
the epic form, Ng?g? tells the story of the founding of the G?k?y? people of Kenya, from a
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strongly feminist perspective. A verse narrative, blending folklore, mythology, adventure, and
allegory, The Perfect Nine chronicles the efforts the G?k?y? founders make to find partners for
their ten beautiful daughters—called “The Perfect Nine” —and the challenges they set for the 99
suitors who seek their hands in marriage. The epic has all the elements of adventure, with
suspense, danger, humor, and sacrifice. Ng?g?’s epic is a quest for the beautiful as an ideal of
living, as the motive force behind migrations of African peoples. He notes, “The epic came to
me one night as a revelation of ideals of quest, courage, perseverance, unity, family; and the
sense of the divine, in human struggles with nature and nurture.”
Glowing, full-color watercolor illustrations capture the essence of the ancient Chinese tale,
which predates the familiar Western story of Cinderella.
Ten engaging personal histories introduce readers to what it was like to live in and with the
most powerful political machine ever created: the Chinese Communist Party. Detailing the life
of ten people who led or engaged with the Chinese Communist Party, one each for one of its
ten decades of its existence, these essays reflect on the Party's relentless pursuit of power and
extraordinary adaptability through the transformative decades since 1921. Demonstrating that
the history of the Chinese Communist Party is not one story but many stories, readers learn
about paths not taken, the role of chance, ideas and persons silenced, hopes both lost and
fulfilled. This vivid mosaic of lives and voices draws together one hundred years of modern
Chinese history - and illuminates possible paths for China's future.
An African folktale tells how the sun and water once lived on earth as friends, but because the
sun failed to build his house large enough, he and his wife, the moon, were driven into the sky
when the water came to visit them.
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God's Masterpiece is a Children's book which illustrates the first chapter of Genesis, the
creation of the world, in a fun little way! The book is simple to read and full of pictures to which
one can follow along. A small and great book for the little one who is just learning to read,
helping them learn a little more about their faith along the way.
Imagining Creation discusses a wide selection of creation stories from different cultures,
regions, and periods, from the Ancient Near East and India, Bible and Koran, to modern Africa
and Europe.
Shares the story of Loki, his reputation as a trickster, and how his battle with Heimdall ended
the reign of the Norse gods and created the world of humans.
A Chinese Bestiary presents a fascinating pageant of mythical creatures from a unique and
enduring cosmography written in ancient China. The Guideways through Mountains and Seas,
compiled between the fourth and first centuries B.C.E., contains descriptions of hundreds of
fantastic denizens of mountains, rivers, islands, and seas, along with minerals, flora, and
medicine. The text also represents a wide range of beliefs held by the ancient Chinese.
Richard Strassberg brings the Guideways to life for modern readers by weaving together
translations from the work itself with information from other texts and recent archaeological
finds to create a lavishly illustrated guide to the imaginative world of early China. Unlike the
bestiaries of the late medieval period in Europe, the Guideways was not interpreted
allegorically; the strange creatures described in it were regarded as actual entities found
throughout the landscape. The work was originally used as a sacred geography, as a
guidebook for travelers, and as a book of omens. Today, it is regarded as the richest repository
of ancient Chinese mythology and shamanistic wisdom. The Guideways may have been
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illustrated from the start, but the earliest surviving illustrations are woodblock engravings from
a rare 1597 edition. Seventy-six of those plates are reproduced here for the first time, and they
provide a fine example of the Chinese engraver's art during the late Ming dynasty. This
beautiful volume, compiled by a well-known specialist in the field, provides a fascinating
window on the thoughts and beliefs of an ancient people, and will delight specialists and
general readers alike.
Copyright: 62f13e2b00b337d08ba021bbfe63ce7c

Page 19/19

Copyright : blog.twg.ca

