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American Kingpin The Epic Hunt For The Criminal
Mastermind Behind The Silk Road
Traces the story of illegal Chinese immigrant Cheng Chui Ping, who built a human
smuggling conglomerate with links to a violent Chinatown gang, an organization that
was exposed by New York's "Jade Squad" and the FBI twelve years before Ping's
conviction.
The incredible true story of the decade-long quest to bring down Paul Le Roux--the
creator of a frighteningly powerful Internet-enabled cartel who merged the ruthlessness
of a drug lord with the technological savvy of a Silicon Valley entrepreneur "Evan Ratliff
has pried open a hidden world of high-tech gangsters and drug kingpins and doublecrossers and stone-cold hitmen."--David Grann, author of Killers of the Flower Moon It
all started as an online prescription drug network, supplying hundreds of millions of
dollars' worth of painkillers to American customers. It would not stop there. Before long,
the business had turned into a sprawling multinational conglomerate engaged in almost
every conceivable aspect of criminal mayhem. Yachts carrying $100 million in cocaine.
Safe houses in Hong Kong filled with gold bars. Shipments of methamphetamine from
North Korea. Weapons deals with Iran. Mercenary armies in Somalia. Teams of hit men
in the Philippines. Encryption programs so advanced that the government could not
break them. The man behind it all, pulling the strings from a laptop in Manila, was Paul
Calder Le Roux--a reclusive programmer turned criminal genius who could only exist in
the networked world of the twenty-first century, and the kind of self-made crime boss
that American law enforcement had never imagined. For half a decade, DEA agents
played a global game of cat-and-mouse with Le Roux as he left terror and chaos in his
wake. Each time they came close, he would slip away. It would take relentless
investigative work, and a shocking betrayal from within his organization, to catch him.
And when he was finally caught, the story turned again, as Le Roux struck a deal to
bring down his own organization and the people he had once employed. Award-winning
investigative journalist Evan Ratliff spent four years piecing together this intricate
puzzle, chasing Le Roux's empire and his shadowy henchmen around the world,
conducting hundreds of interviews and uncovering thousands of documents. The result
is a riveting, unprecedented account of a crime boss built by and for the digital age.
Advance praise for The Mastermind "A true crime classic"--Publishers Weekly (starred
review) "If truth is stranger than fiction, then The Mastermind is the truest book you'll
read this year. The only thing predictable about it is how quickly you'll turn the
pages."--Noah Hawley, author of Before the Fall and creator of the TV series Fargo
In the summer of 1987, Johnny Boone set out to grow and harvest one of the greatest
outdoor marijuana crops in modern times. In doing so, he set into motion a series of
events that defined him and his associates as the largest homegrown marijuana
syndicate in American history, also known as the Cornbread Mafia. Author James
Higdon—whose relationship with Johnny Boone, currently a federal fugitive, made him
the first journalist subpoenaed under the Obama administration—takes readers back to
the 1970s and ’80s and the clash between federal and local law enforcement and a
band of Kentucky farmers with moonshine and pride in their bloodlines. By 1989 the
task force assigned to take down men like Johnny Boone had arrested sixty-nine men
and one woman from busts on twenty-nine farms in ten states, and seized two hundred
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tons of pot. Of the seventy individuals arrested, zero talked. How it all went down is a
tale of Mafia-style storylines emanating from the Bluegrass State, and populated by
Vietnam veterans and weed-loving characters caught up in Tarantino-level violence and
heart-breaking altruism. Accompanied by a soundtrack of rock-and-roll and rhythm-andblues, this work of dogged investigative journalism and history is told by Higdon in
action-packed, colorful and riveting detail.
A NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER The unbelievable true story of the man who built
a billion-dollar online drug empire from his bedroom - and almost got away with it. In
2011, a twenty-six-year-old programmer named Ross Ulbricht launched the ultimate
free market: the Silk Road, a clandestine Web site hosted on the Dark Web where
anyone could trade anything - drugs, hacking software, forged passports, counterfeit
cash, poisons - free of the government's watchful eye. While the federal government
were undertaking an epic two-year manhunt for the site's elusive proprietor, the Silk
Road quickly ballooned into a $1.2 billion enterprise. Ross embraced his new role as
kingpin, taking drastic steps to protect himself - including ordering a hit on a former
employee. As Ross made plans to disappear forever, the Feds raced against the clock
to catch a man they weren't sure even existed, searching for a needle in the haystack
of the global Internet. Drawing on exclusive access to key players and two billion digital
words and images Ross left behind, New York Times bestselling author Nick Bilton
offers a tale filled with twists and turns, lucky breaks and unbelievable close calls. It's a
story of the boy next door's ambition gone criminal, spurred on by the clash between
the new world of libertarian-leaning, anonymous, decentralised Web advocates and the
old world of government control, order and the rule of law.
This discounted Mistborn ebundle includes: Alloy of Law, Shadows of Self, The Bands
of Mourning From #1 New York Times bestselling author Brandon Sanderson, the
Mistborn: Wax & Wayne series is a heist story of political intrigue and magical, martialarts action. Three hundred years after the events of the Mistborn trilogy, Scadrial is now
on the verge of modernity,with railroads to supplement the canals, electric lighting in the
streets and the homes of the wealthy, and the first steel-framed skyscrapers racing for
the clouds. Waxillium Ladrian, a rare Twinborn, can Push on metals with his Allomancy
and use Feruchemy to become lighter or heavier at will. After twenty years in the
Roughs, Wax has been forced by family tragedy to return to the metropolis of Elendel.
Now he must reluctantly put away his guns and assume the duties and dignity
incumbent upon the head of a noble house. Or so he thinks, until he learns the hard
way that the mansions and elegant tree-lined streets of the city can be even more
dangerous than the dusty plains of the Roughs. Other Tor books by Brandon
Sanderson The Cosmere The Stormlight Archive The Way of Kings Words of Radiance
Edgedancer (Novella) Oathbringer The Mistborn trilogy Mistborn: The Final Empire The
Well of Ascension The Hero of Ages Mistborn: The Wax and Wayne series Alloy of Law
Shadows of Self Bands of Mourning Collection Arcanum Unbounded Other Cosmere
novels Elantris Warbreaker The Alcatraz vs. the Evil Librarians series Alcatraz vs. the
Evil Librarians The Scrivener's Bones The Knights of Crystallia The Shattered Lens The
Dark Talent The Rithmatist series The Rithmatist Other books by Brandon Sanderson
The Reckoners Steelheart Firefight Calamity At the Publisher's request, this title is
being sold without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.
PLEASE NOTE: This is a key takeaways and analysis of the book and NOT the original
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book. Start Publishing Notes' Summary, Analysis, and Review of Nick Bilton's American
Kingpin: The Epic Hunt for the Criminal Mastermind Behind the Silk Road includes a
summary of the book, review, analysis & key takeaways, and detailed "About the
Author" section. PREVIEW: American Kingpin: The Epic Hunt for the Criminal
Mastermind Behind the Silk Road by Nick Bilton tells the story of Ross Ulbricht, the
founder of an illegal website that helped people buy and sell illicit goods anonymously.
The author traces how Ross transformed his nascent idea for an "eBay for drugs" on
the Dark Web into a multimillion dollar business, as well as the team of crafty feds who
brought him down-and ultimately put him behind bars for life. Ross was a 24-year-old
graduate student at Penn State when he met his girlfriend, Julia. He was politically
active on campus to the point where his libertarianism distracted him from his studies,
which led to a dismissal from his PhD program in 2010. Julia quit school and followed
him to Austin, Texas, where his family lived. After a handful of failed business ventures,
Ross began working long hours to develop an idea he'd been toying with for some time:
an online marketplace where people could buy and sell anything from drugs to guns
without fearing for their safety or privacy. The recent invention of Bitcoin had made his
pipe dream realistic, and he was so excited that he worked long hours teaching himself
the code he needed to build the site. By 2011, it was ready. Using an alias, Ross left a
few messages advertising its existence on drug-related forums. That's all it took to
launch his website, the Silk Road.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER WASHINGTON POST BESTSELLER Winner of the
getAbstract 17th International Book Award "The Seventh Sense is a concept every
businessman, diplomat, or student should aspire to master--a powerful idea, backed by
stories and figures that will be impossible to forget." -- Walter Isaacson, author of Steve
Jobs and Leonardo da Vinci Endless terror. Refugee waves. An unfixable global
economy. Surprising election results. New billion-dollar fortunes. Miracle medical
advances. What if they were all connected? What if you could understand why? The
Seventh Sense is the story of what all of today's successful figures see and feel: the
forces that are invisible to most of us but explain everything from explosive
technological change to uneasy political ripples. The secret to power now is
understanding our new age of networks. Not merely the Internet, but also webs of
trade, finance, and even DNA. Based on his years of advising generals, CEOs, and
politicians, Ramo takes us into the opaque heart of our world's rapidly connected
systems and teaches us what the losers are not yet seeing--and what the victors of this
age already know.
The true story of Max Butler, the master hacker who ran a billion dollar cyber crime
network. The word spread through the hacking underground like some unstoppable
new virus: an audacious crook had staged a hostile takeover of an online criminal
network that siphoned billions of dollars from the US economy. The culprit was a
brilliant programmer with a hippie ethic and a supervillain's double identity. Max 'Vision'
Butler was a white-hat hacker and a celebrity throughout the programming world, even
serving as a consultant to the FBI. But there was another side to Max. As the black-hat
'Iceman', he'd seen the fraudsters around him squabble, their ranks riddled with
infiltrators, their methods inefficient, and in their dysfunction was the ultimate challenge:
he would stage a coup and steal their ill-gotten gains from right under their noses.
Through the story of Max Butler's remarkable rise, KINGPIN lays bare the workings of a
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silent crime wave affecting millions worldwide. It exposes vast online-fraud
supermarkets stocked with credit card numbers, counterfeit cheques, hacked bank
accounts and fake passports. Thanks to Kevin Poulsen's remarkable access to both
cops and criminals, we step inside the quiet,desperate battle that law enforcement
fights against these scammers. And learn that the boy next door may not be all he
seems.
Ben Mezrich, author of the New York Times bestseller Bringing Down the House,
returns with an astonishing story of Ivy League hedge-fund cowboys, high stakes, and
the Asian underworld. John Malcolm was the ultimate gunslinger in the Wild East,
prepared to take on any level of risk in making mind-boggling sums of money. He and
his friends were hedge-fund cowboys, living life on the adrenaline-, sex-, and drugsfueled edge—kids running billion-dollar portfolios, trading information in the back rooms
of high-class brothels and at VIP tables in nightclubs across the Far East. Malcolm and
his Ivy League-schooled twenty-something colleagues, with their warped sense of
morality, created their own economic theory that would culminate in a single deal the
likes of which had never been seen before—or since. Ugly Americans is a story of
extremes, charged with wealth, nerve, excess, and glamour. A real-life mixture of Liar's
Poker and Wall Street, brimming with intense action, romance, underground sex, vivid
locales, and exotic characters, Ugly Americans is the untold true story that rocked the
financial community.
The New York Times bestseller: a revelatory inside story of the trial and final days of
New England Patriots superstar Aaron Hernandez, by his attorney and New York Times
bestselling author Jose Baez. When renowned defense attorney Jose Baez received a
request for representation from Aaron Hernandez, the disgraced Patriots tight-end was
already serving a life sentence for murder. Defending him in a second, double-murder
trial seemed like a lost cause--but Baez accepted the challenge, and their partnership
culminated in a dramatic courtroom victory, a race to contest his first conviction, and
ultimately a tragedy, when Aaron took his own life days after his acquittal. This riveting,
closely-observed account of Aaron's life and final year is the only book based on
countless intimate conversations with Aaron, and told from the perspective of a true
insider. Written with the support of Hernandez's fiancée, Unnecessary Roughness
takes readers inside the high-profile trial, offering a dramatic retelling of the race to
obtain key evidence that would exonerate Hernandez, and later play a critical role in
appealing his first conviction. With revelations about Aaron's personal life that weren't
shared at trial, and an exploration of the Chronic Traumatic Encephalopathy diagnosis
revealed by his autopsy, Jose Baez's Unnecessary Roughness is a startling courtroom
drama and an unexpected portrait of a fallen father, fiancé, and teammate.
A tiny American town's plans for radical self-government overlooked one hairy detail: no
one told the bears. Once upon a time, a group of libertarians got together and hatched
the Free Town Project, a plan to take over an American town and completely eliminate
its government. In 2004, they set their sights on Grafton, NH, a barely populated
settlement with one paved road. When they descended on Grafton, public funding for
pretty much everything shrank: the fire department, the library, the schoolhouse. State
and federal laws became meek suggestions, scarcely heard in the town's thick
wilderness. The anything-goes atmosphere soon caught the attention of Grafton's
neighbors: the bears. Freedom-loving citizens ignored hunting laws and regulations on
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food disposal. They built a tent city in an effort to get off the grid. The bears smelled
food and opportunity. A Libertarian Walks Into a Bear is the sometimes funny,
sometimes terrifying tale of what happens when a government disappears into the
woods. Complete with gunplay, adventure, and backstabbing politicians, this is the
ultimate story of a quintessential American experiment -- to live free or die, perhaps
from a bear.
The amazing true story of the only white man to rise to the top of the Chinese mafia. In
August 2013, "Bac Guai" John Willis, also known as the "White Devil" because of his
notorious ferocity, was sentenced to 20 years for drug trafficking and money laundering.
Willis, according to prosecutors, was "the kingpin, organizer and leader of a vast
conspiracy," all within the legendarily insular and vicious Chinese mafia. It started when
John Willis was 16 years old . . . his life seemed hopeless. His father had abandoned
his family years earlier, his older brother had just died of a heart attack, and his mother
was dying. John was alone, sleeping on the floor of his deceased brother's home.
Desperate, John reached out to Woping, a young Chinese man Willis had rescued from
a bar fight weeks before. Woping literally picks him up off the street, taking him home to
live among his own brothers and sisters. Soon, Willis is accompanying Woping to meet
his Chinese mobster friends, and starts working for them. Journalist Bob Halloran tells
the tale of John Willis, aka White Devil, the only white man to ever rise through the
ranks in the Chinese mafia. Willis began as an enforcer, riding around with other gang
members to "encourage" people to pay their debts. He soon graduated to even more
dangerous work as a full-fledged gang member, barely escaping with his life on several
occasions. As a white man navigating an otherwise exclusively Asian world, Willis was
at first an interesting anomaly, but his ruthless devotion to his adopted culture
eventually led to him emerging as a leader. He organized his own gang of coconspirators and began an extremely lucrative criminal venture selling tens of
thousands of oxycodone pills. A year-long FBI investigation brought him down, and
John pleaded guilty to save the love of his life from prosecution. He has no regrets.
White Devil explores the workings of the Chinese mafia, and he speaks frankly about
his relationships with other gang members, the crimes he committed, and why he'll
never rat out any of his brothers to the cops. Told to Halloran from Willis's prison cell,
White Devil is a shocking portrait of a man who was allowed access into a secret world,
and who is paying the price for his hardened life.
This is the true story of two of Chicago's most powerful and dangerous organized crime
bosses. Paul Ricca and Tony Accardo were at Al "Scareface" Capone's side when he
formed the Chicago Mob. Ricca and Accardo used people and governments to make
billions using illegal operations, while preying on the unfortunate and weak. This book
shows how both men and their closest associates lived their lives in luxury while using
fear and intimidation to get what they wanted. The Chicago Mob would not have
become one of the most powerful organizations in the world if not for Paul Ricca and
Tony Accardo.
Goodfellas meets Savages meets Catch Me If You Can in this true tale of high-stakes
smuggling from pot’s outlaw years. Richard Stratton was the unlikeliest of kingpins. A
clean-cut Wellesley boy who entered outlaw culture on a trip to Mexico, he saw his
search for a joint morph into a thrill-filled dope run smuggling two kilos across the
border in his car door. He became a member of the Hippie Mafia, traveling the world to
Page 5/15

Read PDF American Kingpin The Epic Hunt For The Criminal Mastermind
Behind The Silk Road
keep America high, living the underground life while embracing the hippie credo,
rejecting hard drugs in favor of marijuana and hashish. With cameos by Whitey Bulger
and Norman Mailer, Smuggler’s Blues tells Stratton’s adventure while centering on his
last years as he travels from New York to Lebanon’s Bekaa Valley to source and
smuggle high-grade hash in the midst of civil war, from the Caribbean to the backwoods
of Maine, and from the Chelsea Hotel to the Plaza as his fortunes rise and fall. All the
while he is being pursued by his nemesis, a philosophical DEA agent who respects him
for his good business practices. A true-crime story that reads like fiction, Smuggler’s
Blues is a psychedelic road trip through international drug smuggling, the hippie
underground, and the war on weed. As Big Marijuana emerges, it brings to vivid life an
important chapter in pot’s cultural history.
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • The gripping story of Elizabeth Holmes and Theranos—one
of the biggest corporate frauds in history—a tale of ambition and hubris set amid the bold
promises of Silicon Valley, rigorously reported by the prize-winning journalist. With a
new Afterword. “Chilling ... Reads like a thriller ... Carreyrou tells [the Theranos story]
virtually to perfection.” —The New York Times Book Review In 2014, Theranos founder
and CEO Elizabeth Holmes was widely seen as the next Steve Jobs: a brilliant Stanford
dropout whose startup “unicorn” promised to revolutionize the medical industry with its
breakthrough device, which performed the whole range of laboratory tests from a single
drop of blood. Backed by investors such as Larry Ellison and Tim Draper, Theranos
sold shares in a fundraising round that valued the company at more than $9 billion,
putting Holmes’s worth at an estimated $4.5 billion. There was just one problem: The
technology didn’t work. Erroneous results put patients in danger, leading to
misdiagnoses and unnecessary treatments. All the while, Holmes and her partner,
Sunny Balwani, worked to silence anyone who voiced misgivings—from journalists to
their own employees.
This is the incredible true story as told in Wired, Vogue, Forbes, and USA Today.In
development to be a major Motion Picture!In 2011, the Silk Road website was set up on
the Dark Web in the hopes of becoming the Amazon.com of the drug world. A
charismatic young entrepreneur known only as the Dread Pirate Roberts quickly built a
client base of more than a million customers and created a billion-dollar company that
supplied drugs, weapons, false IDs and anonymous bank accounts to the
underworld.This is the true story of how a disabled Mormon grandfather found himself
in the middle of it all. Arrested by a crooked DEA agent, framed for stealing from drug
lords, he quickly found himself trapped in a dark web of lies, theft, and murder.

Documents how a troubled young computer hacker seized control of a massive
international computer fraud network in 2006, tracing the efforts of FBI and
Secret Service agents as well as an undercover operator to locate and arrest
him. Reprint.
In "American Kingpin" Nick Bilton follows Ross Ulbricht, the creator of a
clandestine website on the dark web selling every manner of contraband, and the
law enforcement agents who brought him to book. With surprising ease, Bilton
weaves together coincidences, near-misses, and lucky breaks that are almost too
bizarre to be true. This FastReads Summary & Analysis offers supplementary
material to "American Kingpin" to help you distill the key takeaways, review the
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book's content, and further understand the writing style and overall themes from
an editorial perspective. Whether you'd like to deepen your understanding,
refresh your memory, or simply decide whether or not this book is for you,
FastReads Summary & Analysis is here to help. Absorb everything you need to
know in under 20 minutes! What does this FastReads Summary & Analysis
Include? An executive summary of the original book Editorial Review Key themes
& analysis Brief chapter by chapter summaries A short bio of the the authors
Original Book Summary Overview Nick Bilton's American Kingpin recounts the
incredible Silk Road saga in which a former boy scout metamorphosed into an
anti-government drug baron who evaded top government agents for two years.
Bilton pieces the events that led to Ross Ulbricht's eventual capture in
painstaking and candid detail. What emerges is a true, fast-moving story that
engrosses the reader to the end. BEFORE YOU BUY: The purpose of this
FastReads Summary & Analysis is to help you decide if it's worth the time,
money and effort reading the original book (if you haven't already). FastReads
has pulled out the essence-but only to help you ascertain the value of the book
for yourself. This analysis is meant as a supplement to, and not a replacement
for, "American Kingpin" PLEASE NOTE: This is a summary, analysis and review
of the book and not the original book.
The dramatic, unlikely story behind the founding of Twitter, by New York Times
bestselling author and Vanity Fair special correspondent The San Franciscobased technology company Twitter has become a powerful force in less than ten
years. Today it’s everything from a tool for fighting political oppression in the
Middle East to a marketing must-have to the world’s living room during live TV
events to President Trump’s preferred method of communication. It has
hundreds of millions of active users all over the world. But few people know that it
nearly fell to pieces early on. In this rousing history that reads like a novel,
Hatching Twitter takes readers behind the scenes of Twitter’s early exponential
growth, following the four hackers—Ev Williams, Jack Dorsey, Biz Stone, and
Noah Glass, who created the cultural juggernaut practically by accident. It’s a
drama of betrayed friendships and high-stakes power struggles over money,
influence, and control over a company that was growing faster than they could
ever imagine. Drawing on hundreds of sources, documents, and internal e-mails,
Bilton offers a rarely-seen glimpse of the inner workings of technology startups,
venture capital, and Silicon Valley culture.
This is the extraordinary story of how Charlie Wilson – renowned as one of the
leaders of the Great Train Robbery gang – turned his back on so-called
traditional crime to become the underworld’s original narco by helping to
mastermind a multi-billion dollar drugs network in partnership with the original
cocaine cowboy, Pablo Escobar. Wilson secretly helped turn cocaine into the
Western world’s number one recreational drug of choice. Secret Narco unravels
the bullet riddled, never-before-told history of South Londoner Wilson’s cocaine
empire and his forays into the deadliest killing fields of all: South America.
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Bestselling author Wensley Clarkson’s meticulously researched story features
interviews with many of Wilson’s friends, family members and enemies on both
sides of the law enforcement divide, as well as associates of Pablo Escobar. .br>
Secret Narco also reveals the final, tragic circumstances behind Wilson and
Escobar’s bloody deaths, and how their twisted ‘partnership’ proved that
gangsters never rest in peace.
Nominated for an Edgar Award “Exceptionally authentic.”—Jill Leovy, The New
York Times Book Review In the late 1980s and early 1990s, the Bronx had one
of the country’s highest per capita homicide rates. As crack cocaine use surged,
dealers claimed territory through intimidation and murder, while families were
fractured by crime and incarceration. Chronicling the rise and fall of Sex Money
Murder, one of the era’s most notorious gangs, reporter Jonathan Green creates
a visceral and devastating portrait of a New York City borough and the dedicated
detectives and prosecutors struggling to stem the tide of violence. Drawing on
years of research and extraordinary access to gang leaders, law enforcement,
and federal prosecutors, Green delivers an engrossing work of gritty urban
reportage. Magisterial in its scope, Sex Money Murder offers a unique
perspective on the violence raging in modern-day America and the battle to end
it.
American KingpinThe Epic Hunt for the Criminal Mastermind Behind the Silk
RoadPenguin
For thirty years starting in the mid-1970s, the byline of Jim Dooley appeared on
riveting investigative stories of organized crime and political corruption that
headlined the front page of Honolulu’s morning daily. In Sunny Skies, Shady
Characters, James Dooley revisits highlights of his career as a hard-hitting
investigative reporter for the Honolulu Advertiser and, in later years, for KITV
television and the online Hawaii Reporter. His lively backstories on how he
chased these high-profile scandals make fascinating reading, while providing an
insider’s look at the business of journalism and the craft of investigative
reporting. Dooley’s first assignment as an investigative journalist involved the
city housing project of Kukui Plaza, which introduced him to the “pay to play”
method of awarding government contracts to obliging consultants. In later stories,
he scrutinized bloody struggles over illicit gambling revenue, the murder of a city
prosecutor’s son, local syndicate ties to the Teamsters Union, and the dealings
of Bishop Estate. His groundbreaking coverage of the forays by yakuza into
Hawaii and the continental United States were the first of its kind in American
journalism. As Dooley pursued stories from the underside of island society,
names of respected public figures and those of violent criminals filled his
notebook: entertainer Don Ho, U.S. Senator Daniel Inouye, Governors George
Ariyoshi and Ben Cayetano, Mayor Frank Fasi, and notorious felons Henry
Huihui, Nappy Pulawa, and Ronnie Ching. Woven throughout is the name of Big
Island rancher Larry Mehau—was he the “godfather of organized crime” in Hawaii
as alleged by the FBI, or simply an ex-cop who befriended power brokers in the
Page 8/15

Read PDF American Kingpin The Epic Hunt For The Criminal Mastermind
Behind The Silk Road
course of doing business for his security guard firm? The book includes a
timeline of Mehau’s activities to allow readers to judge for themselves.
This true crime biography chronicles the life of the so-called “Oddfather” who ran
a powerful NYC crime family while playing crazy to avoid prosecution. Vincent
“Chin” Gigante was a professional boxer before discovering his true calling as a
ruthless contract killer. When Vito Genovese went to prison, he picked Gigante to
run the Genovese crime family in his absence. While raking in more than one
hundred million for the family, he routinely ordered the murders of mobsters who
violated the Mafia code—including John Gotti. At the height of Gigante's reign, the
Genovese Family was the most powerful in the United States. And yet he was, to
all outside appearances, certifiably crazy. He wandered the streets of Greenwich
Village in a ratty bathrobe and slippers. He urinated in public, played pinochle in
storefronts, and hid a second family from his wife. On twenty-two occasions,
Gigante admitted himself to a mental hospital—evading criminal prosecution while
maintaining his nefarious operations. It took nearly thirty years of endless
psychiatric evaluations by a parade of puzzled doctors for federal authorities to
finally bring him down.
From New York Times-bestselling author Nick Bilton comes a true-life thriller
about the rise and fall of Ross Ulbricht, aka the Dread Pirate Roberts, the founder
of the online black market Silk Road. In 2011, Ulbricht, a 26-year-old libertarian
idealist and former Boy Scout, launched "a website where people could buy
anything anonymously, with no trail whatsoever that could lead back to them." He
called it Silk Road, opened for business on the Dark Web, and christened himself
the Dread Pirate Roberts (after the Princess Bride character). The site grew at a
tremendous pace, quickly becoming a $1.2 billion enterprise where you could buy
or sell drugs, hacking software, forged passports, counterfeit cash, guns,
grenades, and poisons. The Silk Road soon caught the attention of the Feds,
who embarked on an epic two-year manhunt for the site's proprietor. Ulbricht, in
the meantime, struggled to maintain control of his double life and his
marketplace, which he originally started to prove that legalising drugs could make
society safer. He gradually abandoned his libertarian ideals to rule Silk Road with
increasingly authoritarian force. At one point, he engaged the services of hired hit
men to take out employees he felt had wronged him. Soon, some of the Federal
agents who were supposed to be hunting for Ulbricht were lured into the dark
world and switched sides to join him. This is a true-life thriller about ambition
gone awry, spurred on by the defining clash of our time: the new world of
libertarian-leaning, anonymous, decentralised web advocates and the old world
of government control, order, and the rule of law. Bilton's dazzling rendering and
gift for narrative make for an endlessly fascinating drama.
THE BLACK HAND is the true story of Rene Enriquez, aka "Boxer," and his rise
in a secret criminal organization, a new Mafia, that already has a grip on all
organized crime in California and soon all of the United States. This Mafia is
using a base army of an estimated 60,000 heavily armed, loyal Latino gang
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members, called Surenos, driven by fear and illicit profits. They are the most
dangerous gang in American history and they wave the flag of the Black Hand.
Mafioso Enriquez gives an insider?s view of how he devoted his life to the
cause--the Mexican Mafia, La Familia Mexicana, also known as La Eme--only to
find betrayal and disillusionment at the end of a bloody trail of violence that he
followed for two decades. And now, award-winning investigative journalist Chris
Blatchford, with the unprecedented cooperation of Rene Enriquez, reveals the
inner workings, secret meetings, and elaborate murder plots that make up the
daily routine of the Mafia brothers. It is an intense, never-before-told story of a
man who devoted his life to a bloody cause only to find betrayal and
disillusionment. Based on years of research and investigation, Chris Blatchford
has delivered a historic narrative of a nefarious organization that will go down as
a classic in mob literature.
A History of the Board of Directors of La Cosa Nostra Andy Petepiece The Mafia
Commission is a well researched book on the nearly 100 year history of the
Mafia's Board of Directors. It begins with the era before the formation of the
Commission in 1931 and continues to the famous 1986 trial that brought the
Commission to its knees. The reason for the Mafia's adoption of this method of
governing is explained as well as its rules and regulations. Many examples are
used to illustrate the operation of this entity including a variety of Mafia wars. All
the familiar Mafia characters are within the covers of this history. Personalities
like Capone, Lucky Luciano, Joe Bonanno, and Fat Tony Salerno come to life as
many of their notorious exploits are described. The now famous RICO laws are
explained and the reader will see how they are applied in the 1986 Commission
case. An "Afterwards" chapter outlines what became of the defendants,
prosecutors, and other major "good guys" as the years passed. Not surprisingly,
for some of these characters, the future was pretty dim. The Mafia Commission is
an interesting read, packed with Mafia history, explanations of why certain events
happened, and the results of these actions. Add in the many character
descriptions and most fans of this topic will be pleased to have purchased the
book.
From Karen Gravano, a star of the hit VH1 reality show Mob Wives, comes a
revealing memoir of a mafia childhood, where love and family come hand-in-hand
with murder and betrayal. Karen Gravano is the daughter of Sammy "the Bull"
Gravano, once one of the mafia's most feared hit men. With nineteen confessed
murders, the former Gambino Crime Family underboss—and John Gotti's righthand man—is the highest ranking gangster ever to turn State's evidence and
testify against members of his high-profile crime family. But to Karen, Sammy
Gravano was a sometimes elusive but always loving father figure. He was everpresent at the head of the dinner table. He made a living running a construction
firm and several nightclubs. He stayed out late, and sometimes he didn't come
home at all. He hosted "secret" meetings at their house, and had countless
whispered conversations with "business associates." By the age of twelve, Karen
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knew he was a gangster. And as she grew up, while her peers worried about
clothes and schoolwork, she was coming face-to-face with crime and murder.
Gravano was nineteen years old when her father turned his back on the mob and
cooperated with the Feds. The fabric of her family was ripped apart, and they
were instantly rejected by the communities they grew up in. This is the story of a
daughter's struggle to reconcile the image of her loving father with that of a
murdering Mafioso, and how, in healing the rift between the two, she was able to
forge a new life.
“Don’t let your tongue be your worst enemy.” —John “Sonny” Franzese “You
can go a long way with a smile. You can go a lot farther with a smile and a gun.”
—Al Capone “I never lie to any man because I don't fear anyone. The only time
you lie is when you are afraid.” —John Gotti Despite the fact that secrecy is vital
to the Mob, mobsters have revealed themselves to be notorious gossips, prone
to bragging, and even outrageous loudmouths. Delve into the inner workings of
the Mob and the mindset of those who run it through these mesmerizing quotes
from some of the smoothest and most dangerous criminals, real and fictional,
who ever made headlines. Whether they’re spilling to their lawyers or making
blood-chilling threats, mobsters reveal startling insights on leadership, guilt, and
loyalty. While at times shocking, crude, and even unintentionally funny, these
quotes also help us to see the humanity behind these dark bosses of the
underworld . . . and give us a little insight into the dark side of our own natures,
as well.
An incredible true tale of espionage and engineering set at the height of the Cold
War—a mix between The Hunt for Red October and Argo—about how the CIA, the
U.S. Navy, and America’s most eccentric mogul spent six years and nearly a
billion dollars to steal the nuclear-armed Soviet submarine K-129 after it had sunk
to the bottom of the Pacific Ocean; all while the Russians were watching. In the
early hours of February 25, 1968, a Russian submarine armed with three nuclear
ballistic missiles set sail from its base in Siberia on a routine combat patrol to
Hawaii. Then it vanished. As the Soviet Navy searched in vain for the lost vessel,
a small, highly classified American operation using sophisticated deep-sea spy
equipment found it—wrecked on the sea floor at a depth of 16,800 feet, far beyond
the capabilities of any salvage that existed. But the potential intelligence assets
onboard the ship—the nuclear warheads, battle orders, and cryptological
machines—justified going to extreme lengths to find a way to raise the submarine.
So began Project Azorian, a top-secret mission that took six years, cost an
estimated $800 million, and would become the largest and most daring covert
operation in CIA history. After the U.S. Navy declared retrieving the sub
“impossible,” the mission fell to the CIA's burgeoning Directorate of Science and
Technology, the little-known division responsible for the legendary U-2 and
SR-71 Blackbird spy planes. Working with Global Marine Systems, the country's
foremost maker of exotic, deep-sea drilling vessels, the CIA commissioned the
most expensive ship ever built and told the world that it belonged to the reclusive
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billionaire Howard Hughes, who would use the mammoth ship to mine rare
minerals from the ocean floor. In reality, a complex network of spies, scientists,
and politicians attempted a project even crazier than Hughes’s reputation:
raising the sub directly under the watchful eyes of the Russians. The Taking of
K-129 is a riveting, almost unbelievable true-life tale of military history,
engineering genius, and high-stakes spy-craft set during the height of the Cold
War, when nuclear annihilation was a constant fear, and the opportunity to gain
even the slightest advantage over your enemy was worth massive risk.
The #1 New York Times bestseller answers: What if one simple change could
save you from heart disease, diabetes, and cancer? For decades, that question
has fascinated a small circle of impassioned doctors and researchers—and now,
their life-changing research is making headlines in the hit documentary Forks
Over Knives. Their answer? Eat a whole-foods, plant-based diet—it could save
your life. It may overturn most of the diet advice you’ve heard—but the experts
behind Forks Over Knives aren’t afraid to make waves. In his book Prevent and
Reverse Heart Disease, Dr. Caldwell Esselstyn explained that eating meat, dairy,
and oils injures the lining of our blood vessels, causing heart disease, heart
attack, or stroke. In The China Study, Dr. Colin Campbell revealed how cancer
and other diseases skyrocket when eating meat and dairy is the norm—and
plummet when a traditional plant-based diet persists. And more and more experts
are adding their voices to the cause: There is nothing else you can do for your
health that can match the benefits of a plant-based diet. Now, as Forks Over
Knives is introducing more people than ever before to the plant-based way to
health, this accessible guide provides the information you need to adopt and
maintain a plant-based diet. Features include: Insights from the luminaries behind
the film—Dr. Neal Barnard, Dr. John McDougall, The Engine 2 Diet author Rip
Esselstyn, and many others Success stories from converts to plant-based
eating—like San’Dera Prude, who no longer needs to medicate her diabetes, has
lost weight, and feels great! The many benefits of a whole-foods, plant-based
diet—for you, for animals and the environment, and for our future A helpful primer
on crafting a healthy diet rich in unprocessed fruits, vegetables, legumes, and
whole grains, including tips on transitioning and essential kitchen tools 125
recipes from 25 champions of plant-based dining—from Blueberry Oat Breakfast
Muffins and Sunny Orange Yam Bisque to Garlic Rosemary Polenta and
Raspberry-Pear Crisp—delicious, healthy, and for every meal, every day.
Born in 1944 in Durham, North Carolina, Matthews left his hometown when he
was a teenager, going first to Philadelphia and then to New York City. By the
early 1970s, Frank Matthews had become America's biggest drug kingpin. His
organization, headquartered in Brooklyn, stretched across 21 states, and he
became the only Black gangster to establish direct ties to the French Connection
heroin pipeline. ... The $15 to 20 million he disappeared with is roughly
equivalent to $100 million in today's cash. The book explores various theories
about the fate of Frank Matthews, and the author offers his own conclusion about
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the mystery.--P. [4] of cover.
“[Red Notice] does for investing in Russia and the former Soviet Union what Liar’s
Poker did for our understanding of Salomon Brothers, Wall Street, and the mortgagebacked securities business in the 1980s. Browder’s business saga meshes well with
the story of corruption and murder in Vladimir Putin’s Russia, making Red Notice an
early candidate for any list of the year’s best books” (Fortune). “Part John Grishamlike thriller, part business and political memoir.” —The New York Times This is a story
about an accidental activist. Bill Browder started out his adult life as the Wall Street
maverick whose instincts led him to Russia just after the breakup of the Soviet Union,
where he made his fortune. Along the way he exposed corruption, and when he did, he
barely escaped with his life. His Russian lawyer Sergei Magnitsky wasn’t so lucky: he
ended up in jail, where he was tortured to death. That changed Browder forever. He
saw the murderous heart of the Putin regime and has spent the last half decade on a
campaign to expose it. Because of that, he became Putin’s number one enemy,
especially after Browder succeeded in having a law passed in the United States—The
Magnitsky Act—that punishes a list of Russians implicated in the lawyer’s murder. Putin
famously retaliated with a law that bans Americans from adopting Russian orphans. A
financial caper, a crime thriller, and a political crusade, Red Notice is the story of one
man taking on overpowering odds to change the world, and also the story of how,
without intending to, he found meaning in his life.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER. The unbelievable true story of the man who built a
billion-dollar online drug empire from his bedroom—and almost got away with it In 2011,
a twenty-six-year-old libertarian programmer named Ross Ulbricht launched the
ultimate free market: the Silk Road, a clandestine Web site hosted on the Dark Web
where anyone could trade anything—drugs, hacking software, forged passports,
counterfeit cash, poisons—free of the government’s watchful eye. It wasn’t long before
the media got wind of the new Web site where anyone—not just teenagers and weed
dealers but terrorists and black hat hackers—could buy and sell contraband detectionfree. Spurred by a public outcry, the federal government launched an epic two-year
manhunt for the site’s elusive proprietor, with no leads, no witnesses, and no clear
jurisdiction. All the investigators knew was that whoever was running the site called
himself the Dread Pirate Roberts. The Silk Road quickly ballooned into $1.2 billion
enterprise, and Ross embraced his new role as kingpin. He enlisted a loyal crew of
allies in high and low places, all as addicted to the danger and thrill of running an illegal
marketplace as their customers were to the heroin they sold. Through his network he
got wind of the target on his back and took drastic steps to protect himself—including
ordering a hit on a former employee. As Ross made plans to disappear forever, the
Feds raced against the clock to catch a man they weren’t sure even existed, searching
for a needle in the haystack of the global Internet. Drawing on exclusive access to key
players and two billion digital words and images Ross left behind, Vanity Fair
correspondent and New York Times bestselling author Nick Bilton offers a tale filled
with twists and turns, lucky breaks and unbelievable close calls. It’s a story of the boy
next door’s ambition gone criminal, spurred on by the clash between the new world of
libertarian-leaning, anonymous, decentralized Web advocates and the old world of
government control, order, and the rule of law. Filled with unforgettable characters and
capped by an astonishing climax, American Kingpin might be dismissed as too
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outrageous for fiction. But it’s all too real.
From a New York Times–bestselling author: A true story of Irish gangsters in
Manhattan—“A harrowing account of big city crime” (Library Journal). It’s men like
Jimmy Coonan and Mickey Featherstone who gave Hell’s Kitchen its name. In the
mid-1970s, these two longtime friends take the reins of New York’s Irish mob, using
brute force to give it hitherto unthinkable power. Jimmy, a charismatic sociopath, is the
leader. Mickey, whose memories of Vietnam torture him daily, is his enforcer. Together
they make brutality their trademark, butchering bodies or hurling them out the window.
Under their reign, Hell’s Kitchen becomes a place where death literally rains from the
sky. But when Mickey goes down for a murder he didn’t commit, he suspects his friend
has sold him out. He returns the favor, breaking the underworld’s code of silence and
testifying against his gang in open court. From one of the creators of NYPD Blue and
Homicide: Life on the Street comes an incredible true story of what it means to survive
in the world of organized crime, where murder is commonplace.
Read Jason Kersten's posts on the Penguin Blog. The true story of a brilliant
counterfeiter who "made" millions, outwitted the Secret Service, and was finally undone
when he went in search of the one thing his forged money couldn't buy him: family. Art
Williams spent his boyhood in a comfortable middle-class existence in 1970s Chicago,
but his idyll was shattered when, in short order, his father abandoned the family, his
bipolar mother lost her wits, and Williams found himself living in one of Chicago's worst
housing projects. He took to crime almost immediately, starting with petty theft before
graduating to robbing drug dealers. Eventually a man nicknamed "DaVinci" taught him
the centuries-old art of counterfeiting. After a stint in jail, Williams emerged to discover
that the Treasury Department had issued the most secure hundred-dollar bill ever
created: the 1996 New Note. Williams spent months trying to defeat various security
features before arriving at a bill so perfect that even law enforcement had difficulty
distinguishing it from the real thing. Williams went on to print millions in counterfeit bills,
selling them to criminal organizations and using them to fund cross-country spending
sprees. Still unsatisfied, he went off in search of his long-lost father, setting in motion a
chain of betrayals that would be his undoing. In The Art of Making Money, journalist
Jason Kersten details how Williams painstakingly defeated the anti-forging features of
the New Note, how Williams and his partner-in-crime wife converted fake bills into
legitimate tender at shopping malls all over America, and how they stayed one step
ahead of the Secret Service until trusting the wrong person brought them all down. A
compulsively readable story of how having it all is never enough, The Art of Making
Money is a stirring portrait of the rise and inevitable fall of a modern-day criminal
mastermind. Watch a Video
Named a Best Book of 2018 by the Financial Times and Fortune, this "thrilling" (Bill
Gates) New York Times bestseller exposes how a "modern Gatsby" swindled over $5
billion with the aid of Goldman Sachs in "the heist of the century" (Axios). Now a #1
international bestseller, BILLION DOLLAR WHALE is "an epic tale of white-collar crime
on a global scale" (Publishers Weekly, starred review), revealing how a young social
climber from Malaysia pulled off one of the biggest heists in history. In 2009, a chubby,
mild-mannered graduate of the University of Pennsylvania's Wharton School of
Business named Jho Low set in motion a fraud of unprecedented gall and
magnitude--one that would come to symbolize the next great threat to the global
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financial system. Over a decade, Low, with the aid of Goldman Sachs and others,
siphoned billions of dollars from an investment fund--right under the nose of global
financial industry watchdogs. Low used the money to finance elections, purchase luxury
real estate, throw champagne-drenched parties, and even to finance Hollywood films
like The Wolf of Wall Street. By early 2019, with his yacht and private jet reportedly
seized by authorities and facing criminal charges in Malaysia and in the United States,
Low had become an international fugitive, even as the U.S. Department of Justice
continued its investigation. BILLION DOLLAR WHALE has joined the ranks of Liar's
Poker, Den of Thieves, and Bad Blood as a classic harrowing parable of hubris and
greed in the financial world.
This is the exciting story of Terrence Hake, the leader of the FBI's longest and most
successful undercover operation—Operation Greylord. It's a true crime story that
resulted in bribery and tax charges against 103 judges, lawyers and other court
personnel. Terrence was a young assistant prosecutor in Chicago when asked to helm
the investigation. Follow him as he spends four years ferreting out corruption in the
Chicago machine.
It was the 'eBay of drugs', a billion dollar empire. Behind it was the FBI's Most Wanted
Man, a mysterious crime czar dubbed 'Dread Pirate Roberts'. SILK ROAD lay at the
heart of the 'Dark Web' - a parallel internet of porn, guns, assassins and drugs. Lots of
drugs. With the click of a button LSD, heroin, meth, coke, any illegal drug imaginable,
would wing its way by regular post from any dealer to any user in the world. How was
this online drug cartel even possible? And who was the mastermind all its low roads led
to? This is the incredible true story of Silk Road's rise and fall, told with unparalleled
insight into the main players - including alleged founder and kingpin Dread Pirate
Roberts himself - by lawyer and investigative journalist Eileen Ormsby. A stunning
crime story with a truth that explodes off the page.
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