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Processes of globalization have changed the world in many, often fundamental, ways.
Increasingly these processes are being debated and contested. This Handbook offers a timely,
rich as well as critical panorama of these multifaceted processes with up-to-date chapters by
renowned specialists from many countries. It comprises chapters on the historical background
of globalization, different geographical perspectives (including world systems analysis and
geopolitics), the geographies of flows (of people, goods and services, and capital), and the
geographies of places (including global cities, clusters, port cities and the impact of climate
change).
This text argues that justice is a virtue which everyone shares - a function of personal
character and not just of government or economic planning. It uses examples from Plato to
Ivan Boesky, to document how we live and how we feel.
Starting with an examination of how historians work, this "Very Short Introduction" aims to
explore history in a general, pithy, and accessible manner, rather than to delve into specific
periods.
Who was Julian of Norwich? And what can she teach us today? Medievalist and TV historian
Janina Ramirez invites you to join her in exploring Julian's remarkable life and times, offering
insights into how and why her writing has survived, and what we can learn from this fourteenthcentury mystic whose work lay hidden in the shadows of her male contemporaries for far too
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long.
Utilizing a question and answer format, the philosopher and spiritual teacher discusses
multiculturalism, political correctness, spiritual enlightenment, gender wars, modern liberation
movements, and the course of evolution. Reprint.
When Josephine Butler died in 1906, she was declared by Millicent Fawcett to have been ‘the
most distinguished Englishwoman of the nineteenth century’. With impassioned speeches and
fiery writing, Butler’s campaigns for women’s rights shook Victorian society to its core and
became a force for change that has shaped modern Britain. As well as campaigning for
women’s suffrage and for married women’s property rights she was a tireless advocate of
women’s access to higher education and of equality in the workplace. Her greatest
achievement was to change social attitudes to women and children forced into prostitution, and
to expose the sex-trafficking business – both of which resulted in new, more humane
legislation. But how did the physically frail wife of a schoolmaster become a leading social
reformer? In this brief introduction Jane Robinson explores Butler’s fascinating life and
describes how her progressive politics, her anger at injustice and her passionate Christianity
combined to create a vibrant legacy that lasts to this day.
A Very Brief History of EternityPrinceton University Press
From cuddly pool floats to rainbow-colored toast toppings, unicorns--the darlings of
Instagram--have never been more exciting or more popular. Are unicorns real? Their popularity
and enduring role in human culture certainly is. How can you win a fight against a unicorn?
Why do some unicorns have wings? Why are unicorns often pictured with rainbows? Get
answers to these questions and more in this fun look at unicorns throughout history. This fourPage 2/22
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color, fully illustrated book provides everything you always wanted to know about the myths,
science, and history that surround the unicorn, a creature that has grown even more popular in
the twenty-first century. With its stylish design and fresh, captivating illustrations, The Very
Short, Entirely True History of Unicorns will appeal to readers--children and adults alike--who
can't get enough of the world's most elusive animal.

‘In another world it is otherwise, but here below to live is to change, and to be
perfect is to have changed often.’ From An Essay on the Development of
Christian Doctrine (1903) Saint John Henry Newman was one of the most
controversial and influential thinkers of his day, and his many writings have
remained highly influential since his death in August 1890. He is also widely
regarded as one of the finest prose stylists of modern times, as well as a popular
poet and hymn-writer. Published to coincide with Newman’s canonization by
Pope Francis in October 2019, this engaging and judicious introduction to
Newman’ life and legacy will be welcomed by newcomers and seasoned
enthusiasts alike.
A childhood in a privileged household in 1950s Havana was joyous and cruel, like
any other-but with certain differences. The neighbour's monkey was liable to
escape and run across your roof. Surfing was conducted by driving cars across
the breakwater. Lizards and firecrackers made frequent contact. Carlos Eire's
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childhood was a little different from most. His father was convinced he had been
Louis XVI in a past life. At school, classmates with fathers in the Batista
government were attended by chauffeurs and bodyguards. At a home crammed
with artifacts and paintings, portraits of Jesus spoke to him in dreams and
nightmares. Then, in January 1959, the world changes: Batista is suddenly gone,
a cigar-smoking guerrilla has taken his place, and Christmas is cancelled. The
echo of firing squads is everywhere. And, one by one, the author's schoolmates
begin to disappear-spirited away to the United States. Carlos will end up there
himself, without his parents, never to see his father again. Narrated with the
urgency of a confession, WAITING FOR SNOW IN HAVANA is both an ode to a
paradise lost and an exorcism. More than that, it captures the terrible beauty of
those times in our lives when we are certain we have died-and then are
somehow, miraculously, reborn.
Manga is more than a genre in the comics field: it is a vital creative medium in its
own right, with hundreds of millions of readers worldwide, a host of graphic
styles, and a rich history now spanning seven decades. Now for the first time,
that history is told by an award-winning expert in the field. Covering topics from
Akira to Mazinger Z, this book is fully illustrated throughout, and photos of key
creators accompany accessible sidebars and timelines. Answering the key
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questions of any fan where did my favourite manga come from, and what should I
read next? this book will open doors to neophytes and experts alike.
Johann Sebastian Bach is today considered one of the greatest musicians ever
to have lived, and his compositions are known throughout the world. In this brief
historical introduction Andrew Gant explores the social, political, and religious
factors that formed the original context of his life and work, considering why Bach
is still considered important today.
Exploring Korean history from its ancient roots to the present day, A Brief History
of Korea is the story of a people with a rich and united culture that has become
two Koreas in modern times—one isolated and secretive and the other among the
world's most successful economies. Korean culture developed on a 600-milelong peninsula, bordered on the north by mountains and three sides by the sea,
set apart from the Asian mainland. Korea was one of the last countries in Asia to
be visited by Westerners and its borders have remained largely unchanged since
it was unified in the seventh century. Though it is one of the world's oldest and
most ethnically homogeneous states, Korea was not born in a vacuum.
Geographically isolated, the country was heavily influenced by powerful China
and was often used as a bridge to the mainland by Japan. Calling themselves as
"a shrimp among whales," Koreans borrowed elements of government, culture
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and religion all the while fiercely fighting to maintain independence from powerful
neighbors. This fascinating book tells the story of Korean domestic dynasties,
empires and states, as well as foreign conquest, occupation and division. Today,
the two Koreas are starkly different—North Korea a nation closed to the world and
South Korea an economic powerhouse and center of Asian democracy.
Chronicling significant events right up through 2018's Singapore Summit, author
Michael J. Seth presents a relevant, interesting and important history of Korea
within a larger global context. Korea's history is a turbulent one, but ultimately the
story of a resistant and resourceful people in search of lasting peace.
Official U.S. edition with full color illustrations throughout. NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER Yuval Noah Harari, author of the critically-acclaimed New York
Times bestseller and international phenomenon Sapiens, returns with an equally
original, compelling, and provocative book, turning his focus toward humanity’s
future, and our quest to upgrade humans into gods. Over the past century
humankind has managed to do the impossible and rein in famine, plague, and
war. This may seem hard to accept, but, as Harari explains in his trademark
style—thorough, yet riveting—famine, plague and war have been transformed from
incomprehensible and uncontrollable forces of nature into manageable
challenges. For the first time ever, more people die from eating too much than
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from eating too little; more people die from old age than from infectious diseases;
and more people commit suicide than are killed by soldiers, terrorists and
criminals put together. The average American is a thousand times more likely to
die from binging at McDonalds than from being blown up by Al Qaeda. What then
will replace famine, plague, and war at the top of the human agenda? As the selfmade gods of planet earth, what destinies will we set ourselves, and which
quests will we undertake? Homo Deus explores the projects, dreams and
nightmares that will shape the twenty-first century—from overcoming death to
creating artificial life. It asks the fundamental questions: Where do we go from
here? And how will we protect this fragile world from our own destructive
powers? This is the next stage of evolution. This is Homo Deus. With the same
insight and clarity that made Sapiens an international hit and a New York Times
bestseller, Harari maps out our future.
Sir Anthony Kenny FBA was born in Liverpool in 1931, and was educated at
Upholland College and the Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome. From 1963 to
1989 he was at Balliol College, Oxford, first as Fellow and Tutor in Philosophy,
and then as Master. He later became Warden of Rhodes House, President of the
British Academy and of the Royal Institute of Philosophy, and Chair of the Board
of the British Library. In 2006 Kenny was awarded the American Catholic
Page 7/22

Read Free A Very Brief History Of Thermodynamics John Murrell
Philosophical Association's Aquinas Medal for his significant contributions to
philosophy.
Originally published in 2015 as: Physics: a short history from quintessence to
quarks.
Racism has no place in the world, and everyone knows it’s not okay. Why, then, is
racism still a part of peoples’ experiences? Why are protests and demonstrations
happening? Why is there even a conversation about “Black lives matter”? Racism is
not a partisan issue, and this is not a political book—it’s a history book. The fact is that
racism has been built into the very foundations this country was built on; from
employment to housing and education to criminal justice. A (very brief) History of
Systemic Racism looks at hundreds of years of institutional and structural racism,
breaking it down into a concise series of events, laws, restrictions, policies, and
practices that have led to where we are today. The journey toward anti-racism begins
by arming yourself with information and understanding the history of oppression,
inequity, and inequality of Black people in the U.S., and this book will give you a strong
basal knowledge of systemic racism in this country. To continue the conversation and
find resources on how to help fight racism, please visit www.thechrisvalentine.com.
Florence Nightingale is remembered in history for the part she played in nursing
wounded soldiers during the Crimean War and is often credited as the founder of
modern nursing.In this introduction, Lynn McDonald explores the social, political, and
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religious factors that formed the original context of her life and writings, such as her
faith in a secular world, the Crimean War, and the founding of a new profession, before
considering how those factors affected the way she was initially received. Finally, it
turns to the intellectual and cultural afterlife of Florence Nightingale.
From the author of Waiting for Snow in Havana, a brilliant cultural history of the idea of
eternity What is eternity? Is it anything other than a purely abstract concept, totally
unrelated to our lives? A mere hope? A frightfully uncertain horizon? Or is it a certainty,
shared by priest and scientist alike, and an essential element in all human relations? In
A Very Brief History of Eternity, Carlos Eire, the historian and National Book
Award–winning author of Waiting for Snow in Havana, has written a brilliant history of
eternity in Western culture. Tracing the idea from ancient times to the present, Eire
examines the rise and fall of five different conceptions of eternity, exploring how they
developed and how they have helped shape individual and collective selfunderstanding. A book about lived beliefs and their relationship to social and political
realities, A Very Brief History of Eternity is also about unbelief, and the tangled and
often rancorous relation between faith and reason. Its subject is the largest subject of
all, one that has taxed minds great and small for centuries, and will forever be of human
interest, intellectually, spiritually, and viscerally.
This Very Short Introduction explores the history of Western medicine, examining the
key turning points, discoveries, and controversies in its rich history from classical times
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to the present.
‘. . . I have sailed the seas and come To the holy city of Byzantium.’ W. B. Yeats From
the foundation of Constantinople in 330 to its fall in 1453, this brief history explores the
key components of Byzantine Christianity, including the development of monasticism,
icons and iconoclasm, the role of the emperor in relation to church councils and beliefs,
the difficult relationship with the papacy and the impact of the Crusades. The book also
considers Byzantine Christianity as a living force today: the variety and vitality of
Orthodox churches, the role of the Church in Russia and the enduring relevance of a
spirituality derived from the church fathers. ‘Averil Cameron’s work has transformed
our understanding of Byzantium, and here she offers an authoritative survey of its
history and legacy . . . This is a lucid, informative and impressively wide-ranging brief
history.’ Gillian Clark FBA, Emeritus Professor of Classics and Ancient History,
University of Bristol
A multicultural examination of the three historical movements in philosophical thought
and development over a 4000 year period
A superb history of the world's people during the last four million years, beginning
before the human race moved out of Africa to explore and settle the other continents.
Mr. Blainey explores the development of technology and skills, the rise of major
religions, and the role of geography, considering both the larger patterns and the
individual nature of history. A delightful read, gracefully written, and full of odd and
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interesting pieces of information as well as thoughtful comparisons that span both time
and space. —William L. O'Neill
The authoritative account of the rise of Amazon and its intensely driven founder, Jeff
Bezos, praised by the Seattle Times as "the definitive account of how a tech icon came
to life." Amazon.com started off delivering books through the mail. But its visionary
founder, Jeff Bezos, wasn't content with being a bookseller. He wanted Amazon to
become the everything store, offering limitless selection and seductive convenience at
disruptively low prices. To do so, he developed a corporate culture of relentless
ambition and secrecy that's never been cracked. Until now. Brad Stone enjoyed
unprecedented access to current and former Amazon employees and Bezos family
members, giving readers the first in-depth, fly-on-the-wall account of life at Amazon.
Compared to tech's other elite innovators -- Jobs, Gates, Zuckerberg -- Bezos is a
private man. But he stands out for his restless pursuit of new markets, leading Amazon
into risky new ventures like the Kindle and cloud computing, and transforming retail in
the same way Henry Ford revolutionized manufacturing. The Everything Store is the
revealing, definitive biography of the company that placed one of the first and largest
bets on the Internet and forever changed the way we shop and read.
Praise for Small's earlier work on Nightingale: 'Hugh Small, in a masterly piece of
historical detective work, convincingly demonstrates what all previous historians and
biographers have missed . . . This is a compelling psychological portrait of a very
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eminent (and complex) Victorian.' James Le Fanu, Daily Telegraph Florence
Nightingale (1820-1910) is best known as a reformer of hospital nursing during and
after the Crimean War, but many feel that her nursing reputation has been overstated.
A Brief History of Florence Nightingale tells the story of the sanitary disaster in her
wartime hospital and why the government covered it up against her wishes. After the
war she worked to put the lessons of the tragedy to good use to reduce the very high
mortality from epidemic disease in the civilian population at home. She did this by
persuading Parliament in 1872 to pass laws which required landlords to improve
sanitation in working-class homes, and to give local authorities rather than central
government the power to enforce the laws. Life expectancy increased dramatically as a
result, and it was this peacetime civilian public health reform rather than her wartime
hospital nursing record that established Nightingale's reputation in her lifetime. After her
death the wartime image became popular again as a means of recruiting hospital
nurses and her other achievements were almost forgotten. Today, with nursing's new
emphasis on 'primary' care and prevention outside hospitals, Nightingale's focus on
public health achievements makes her an increasingly relevant figure.
The epic story of the scientists through the ages who have sought answers to life’s
biggest mystery: How did it begin? In this essential and illuminating history of Western
science, Bill Mesler and H. James Cleaves II seek to answer the most crucial question
in science: How did life begin? They trace the trials and triumphs of the iconoclastic
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scientists who have sought to solve the mystery, from Darwin’s theory of evolution to
Crick and Watson’s unveiling of DNA. This fascinating exploration not only examines
the origin-of-life question, but also interrogates the very nature of scientific discovery
and objectivity.
In this marvelous book, acclaimed around the world, Alberto Manguel takes us on a
fascinating exploration of what it means to be a reader of books. A History of Reading is
a brilliant reminder of why we cherish the act of reading—despite distractions throughout
the ages, from the Inquisition to the lures of cyberspace. He shows us what happens
when we read; who we become; and how reading teaches us how to live. He reminds
us that we live in books as well as among them—how we find our own stories in books,
and traces of our lives. He shows us how our reading habits have developed over the
centuries, and how, ever since humans first transcribed their thoughts and deeds on
clay and papyrus, the act of reading is itself a part of being human. Alberto Manguel is
a lover of reading, and he brings a lover’s delight and enthusiasm to his history of
reading. His stories take us across a breathtaking range of time and experiences. From
the invention of the reader to Pliny the Younger’s first lip-synch in history; from the
moment when Alexander the Great’s conquering army watched, amazed, as their
captain read a letter from his mother—but silently—to himself!—to reading clubs in
medieval France; from the Great Camel Library of the Grand Vizir of Persia, who
trained his camels to walk in alphabetical order, to the ancient delights of bedroom
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reading and the modern horrors of book burning in Nazi Germany; from cuneiform and
codexes to the invention of printing and to Penguins; from the creation of eyeglasses to
the hypnotics of hypertext—the story of reading is laid open here for our pleasure.
Over six hundred years ago a woman known as Julian of Norwich wrote what is now
regarded as one of the greatest works of literature in English. Based on a sequence of
mystical visions she received in 1373, her book is called Revelations of Divine Love.
Julian lived through an age of political and religious turmoil, as well as through the
misery of the Black Death, and her writing engages with timeless questions about life,
love and the meaning of suffering. But who was Julian of Norwich? And what can she
teach us today? Medievalist and TV historian Janina Ramirez invites you to join her in
exploring Julian’s remarkable life and times, offering insights into how and why her
writing has survived, and what we can learn from this fourteenth-century mystic whose
work lay hidden in the shadows of her male contemporaries for far too long.
In a miracle of concision, Paul S. Boyer provides a wide-ranging and authoritative
history of America, capturing in a compact space the full story of our nation. Ranging
from the earliest Native American settlers to the presidency of Barack Obama, this Very
Short Introduction offers an illuminating account of politics, diplomacy, and war as well
as the full spectrum of social, cultural, and scientific developments that shaped our
country. Here is a masterful picture of Americas achievements and failures, large-scale
socio-historical forces, and pivotal events. Boyer sheds light on the colonial era, the
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Revolution and the birth of the new nation; slavery and the Civil War; Reconstruction
and the Gilded Age; the Progressive era, the Roaring Twenties and the Great
Depression; the two world wars and the Cold War that followed; right up to the tragedy
of 9/11, the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, and the epoch-making election of Barack
Obama. Certain broad trends shape much of the narrative--immigration, urbanization,
slavery, continental expansion, the global projection of U.S. power, the centrality of
religion, the progression from an agrarian to an industrial to a post-industrial economic
order. Yet in underscoring such large themes, Boyer also highlights the diversity of the
American experience, the importance of individual actors, and the crucial role of race,
ethnicity, gender, and social class in shaping the contours of specific groups within the
nations larger tapestry. And along the way, he touches upon the cultural milestones of
American history, from Tom Paines The Crisis to Allen Ginsbergs Howl. American
History: A Very Short Introduction is a panoramic history of the United States, one that
covers virtually every topic of importance--and yet can be read in a single day.
Part One: The History (What do we know?) This brief historical introduction to William
Tyndale explores the social, political and religious factors that formed the original
context of his life and writings, and considers how those factors affected the way he
was initially received. What was his impact on the world at the time and what were the
key ideas and values connected with him? Part Two: The Legacy (Why does it matter?)
This second part explores the intellectual and cultural ‘afterlife’ of William Tyndale,
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and considers the ways in which his impact has lasted and been developed in different
contexts by later generations. Why is he still considered important today? In what ways
is his legacy contested or resisted? And what aspects of his legacy are likely to
continue to influence the world in the future? The book has a brief chronology at the
front plus a glossary of key terms and a list of further reading at the back.
'Masterly' - Eric Metaxas 'Mould-breaking' - John Guy 'A little gem of a book' Suzannah Lipscomb From the Introduction: ‘There is no such thing as “the English
Reformation”. A "Reformation" is a composite event which is only made visible by
being framed the right way. It is like a “war”: a label we put onto a particular set of
events, while we decide that other – equally violent – acts are not part of that or of any
"war". Sixteenth- and seventeenth-century English people knew that they were living
through an age of religious upheaval, but they did not know that it was "the English
Reformation", any more than the soldiers at the battle of Agincourt knew that they were
fighting in “the Hundred Years’ War”. . . . ‘Plainly these religious upheavals
permanently changed England and, by extension, the many other countries on which
English culture has made its mark. There is not, however, a single master narrative of
all this turmoil. How could there be? . . . The way you choose to tell the story is
governed by what you think is important and what is trivial, by whether there are heroes
or villains you want to celebrate or condemn, and by the legacies and lessons which
you think matter. Once you have chosen your frame, it will give you the story you want.
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‘So this book does not tell "the story" of “the English Reformation”. It tells the stories of
six English Reformations, or rather six stories of religious change in sixteenth- and
seventeenth-century England. The stories are parallel and overlapping, but each has a
somewhat different chronological frame, cast of characters and set of pivotal events,
and has left a different legacy.’
One of the world’s most beloved and bestselling writers takes his ultimate journey -into the most intriguing and intractable questions that science seeks to answer. In A
Walk in the Woods, Bill Bryson trekked the Appalachian Trail -- well, most of it. In In A
Sunburned Country, he confronted some of the most lethal wildlife Australia has to
offer. Now, in his biggest book, he confronts his greatest challenge: to understand -and, if possible, answer -- the oldest, biggest questions we have posed about the
universe and ourselves. Taking as territory everything from the Big Bang to the rise of
civilization, Bryson seeks to understand how we got from there being nothing at all to
there being us. To that end, he has attached himself to a host of the world’s most
advanced (and often obsessed) archaeologists, anthropologists, and mathematicians,
travelling to their offices, laboratories, and field camps. He has read (or tried to read)
their books, pestered them with questions, apprenticed himself to their powerful minds.
A Short History of Nearly Everything is the record of this quest, and it is a sometimes
profound, sometimes funny, and always supremely clear and entertaining adventure in
the realms of human knowledge, as only Bill Bryson can render it. Science has never
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been more involving or entertaining.
NATIONAL BESTSELLER Stephen Hawking has dazzled readers worldwide with a
string of bestsellers exploring the mysteries of the universe. Now, for the first time,
perhaps the most brilliant cosmologist of our age turns his gaze inward for a revealing
look at his own life and intellectual evolution. My Brief History recounts Stephen
Hawking’s improbable journey, from his postwar London boyhood to his years of
international acclaim and celebrity. Lavishly illustrated with rarely seen photographs,
this concise, witty, and candid account introduces readers to a Hawking rarely glimpsed
in previous books: the inquisitive schoolboy whose classmates nicknamed him Einstein;
the jokester who once placed a bet with a colleague over the existence of a particular
black hole; and the young husband and father struggling to gain a foothold in the world
of physics and cosmology. Writing with characteristic humility and humor, Hawking
opens up about the challenges that confronted him following his diagnosis of ALS at
age twenty-one. Tracing his development as a thinker, he explains how the prospect of
an early death urged him onward through numerous intellectual breakthroughs, and
talks about the genesis of his masterpiece A Brief History of Time—one of the iconic
books of the twentieth century. Clear-eyed, intimate, and wise, My Brief History opens a
window for the rest of us into Hawking’s personal cosmos.
In the tradition of Richard Dawkins, Bill Bryson, and Simon Winchester—An entertaining
and uniquely informed narration of Life's life story. In the beginning, Earth was an
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inhospitably alien place—in constant chemical flux, covered with churning seas, crafting
its landscape through incessant volcanic eruptions. Amid all this tumult and disaster, life
began. The earliest living things were no more than membranes stretched across
microscopic gaps in rocks, where boiling hot jets of mineral-rich water gushed out from
cracks in the ocean floor. Although these membranes were leaky, the environment
within them became different from the raging maelstrom beyond. These havens of
order slowly refined the generation of energy, using it to form membrane-bound
bubbles that were mostly-faithful copies of their parents—a foamy lather of soap-bubble
cells standing as tiny clenched fists, defiant against the lifeless world. Life on this planet
has continued in much the same way for millennia, adapting to literally every
conceivable setback that living organisms could encounter and thriving, from these
humblest beginnings to the thrilling and unlikely story of ourselves. In A (Very) Short
History of Life on Earth, Henry Gee zips through the last 4.6 billion years with infectious
enthusiasm and intellectual rigor. Drawing on the very latest scientific understanding
and writing in a clear, accessible style, he tells an enlightening tale of survival and
persistence that illuminates the delicate balance within which life has always existed.
‘There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and
female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.’ (Galatians 3.28) The revolutionary writings
of St Paul have had an incalculable impact on Western history, and continue to
influence directly the two billion Christians living today. Written by a world authority, this
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brief history begins by assessing what we know about Paul’s life and letters, and his
impact on the Roman world of the first century. It concludes by highlighting the key
elements of Paul’s thought and considering their consequences as they have played
out over two millennia. ‘Packed with knowledge and insight, this brilliant little book
offers a remarkably rich, nuanced, and readable introduction to the Apostle Paul and
his legacy through the ages.’ David G. Horrell, Professor of New Testament Studies,
University of Exeter.
This fascinating history tells the story of the people of Japan, from ancient teenage
priest-queens to teeming hordes of salarymen, a nation that once sought to conquer
China, yet also shut itself away for two centuries in self-imposed seclusion. First
revealed to Westerners in the chronicles of Marco Polo, Japan was a legendary
faraway land defended by a fearsome Kamikaze storm and ruled by a divine sovereign.
It was the terminus of the Silk Road, the furthest end of the known world, a fertile
source of inspiration for European artists, and an enduring symbol of the mysterious
East. In recent times, it has become a powerhouse of global industry, a nexus of
popular culture, and a harbinger of post-industrial decline. With intelligence and wit,
author Jonathan Clements blends documentary and storytelling styles to connect the
past, present and future of Japan, and in broad yet detailed strokes reveals a country of
paradoxes: a modern nation steeped in ancient traditions; a democracy with an
emperor as head of state; a famously safe society built on 108 volcanoes resting on the
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world's most active earthquake zone; a fast-paced urban and technologically advanced
country whose land consists predominantly of mountains and forests. Among the
chapters in this Japanese history book are: The Way of the Gods: Prehistoric and
Mythical Japan A Game of Thrones: Minamoto vs. Taira Time Warp: 200 Years of
Isolation The Stench of Butter: Restoration and Modernization The New Breed: The
Japanese Miracle
When it invaded Afghanistan in 2001, the United States sought to do something
previous foreign powers had never attempted: to create an Afghani state where none
existed. More than a decade on, the new regime in Kabul remains plagued by
illegitimacy and ineffectiveness. What happened? As Thomas Barfield shows, the
history of previous efforts to build governments in Afghanistan does much to explain the
difficulties besetting this newest experiment. Princeton Shorts are brief selections taken
from influential Princeton University Press books and produced exclusively in ebook
format. Providing unmatched insight into important contemporary issues or timeless
passages from classic works of the past, Princeton Shorts enable you to be an instant
expert in a world where information is everywhere but quality is at a premium.
A shorter, more accessible edition of a now-classic survey of the origin and nature of
the universe features new full-color illustrations and an expanded, easier to understand
treatment of the volume's more important theoretical concepts.
Part One: The History (What do we know?) This brief historical introduction to Jesus
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assesses his impact on the world as it was at the time and outlines the key ideas and
values connected with him. It explores the social, political and religious factors that
formed the context of his life and teaching, and considers how those factors affected
the way he was initially received. Part Two: The Legacy (Why does it matter?) This
second part surveys the intellectual and cultural ‘afterlife’ of Jesus, exploring the ways
in which his impact has lasted. Why does he continue to be so influential, and what
aspects of his legacy are likely to endure beyond today and into the future? The book
has a brief chronology at the front plus a glossary of key terms and a list of further
reading at the back. Contents: Part 1: Jesus of Nazareth Did Jesus Exist? The Political
Context: Dreams, Prophets and Messiahs Jesus’ Message Jesus as Miracle Worker –
Healings and Exorcisms Friends, Family – and a Wife? Jerusalem, Betrayal and
Execution Part 2: Jesus’ Legacy Resurrection - and the Earliest Portrayals of Jesus
Jesus the God and the Centre of Time Jesus in the Middle Ages: Art, Relics and
Passion Plays Jesus in Contemporary Religion Jesus Today Glossary
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